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CHAPTER II 

SECTION I 


IN the first chapter it was established that the highest 
Atmd, was the only cause of the evolution of the universe. 
The purpose of the second chapter is to refute the 
objections which are or may be urged against this con¬ 
clusion. The first section deals with the objections of 
those outside the vedic fold ; the second demolishes the 
theories of evolution put forward by them ; and the last 
two sections remove the doubts felt by those within the 
vedic fold. The first two sections deal with the question 
from the point of view of the cause, while the remainder 
deals with it from the point of view of the products, and 
show that they have evolved in response to the will of 
the highest Atma, omitting of course those things which 
the upanitshads state to be eternal. In the first two sub¬ 
sections the objection is answered that the theory of 

evolution is inconsistent with the sankhya and yoga 
60 
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systems. The remaining eight sub-sections reply to the 
arguments urged. 


SUB-SECTION 1 

RHf'TcT. I 

If it be contended “ This will result in the charge of 
ignoring the smriti of Kapila the reply is “ No ; 
it will result in the charge of ignoring other smritis .” 

The vedantin raises an objection : He argues thus : 
It was decided in the purva mlmamsa that a smriti 
opposed to the veda should be ignored (Intro., 
para 10). The sdnkhya replies: This conclusion holds, 
when a text of the veda is capable of itself of conveying 
its meaning. But in the ved&nta the matter is difficult 
to understand ; and it cannot be stated for certain that 
this is the meaning in a particular place. To rely on the 
smriti of the great seer, and in case of conflict with the 
veda , to treat the latter as meaning something else is not 
objectionable. Kapila fully accepts the various karmas 
taught in the earlier part of the veda as the means to 
one’s advancement, like agnihotra, darsa puniamasa, 
agnishtoma and the like; and he is described in all 
sacred literature as our best friend. His smriti has been 
written with the special object of pointing out the 
highest good, and its means. Without its help we, who 
have read but little, and are of dull intelligence, cannot 
ascertain the meaning of the vedclnta ; if we take the 
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superficial meaning, we shall have to ignore the whole 
of that smriti. Objection. By following this smriti the 
smritis of Manu and others, which state the highest 
Atmti as the only cause of the evolution of the 
world, will have to be ignored. Reply. Those smritis 
elucidate the earlier portion of the veda treating 
of dharma, and will serve their purpose ; but this 
smriti treats only of truth ; and if it be not accepted, 
it will become wholly useless. This is stated in the 
first half of the sutra. 

The second half of the sutra gives the reply. The 
other smritis are the smriti of Manu , bhagavad-gltoi: 
mahcibharata, vishnu purana , and CLpast.amba dharma (1). 


(1) These smritis teach the following: 

Manu. —He begins with the statement ‘ This was in 
the condition of tamas ’ ; and then observes * When the time 
for creation came, Bhagavan, who exists of himself, 
appeared in the form of auykta ; and in order to make the 
universe of diversity appear, He moved tamas and willed 
to appear as mnhat, a.hamkura, and the great elements. He 
considered ; and desiring to create diverse products from His 
own body, He created first the materials for making the 
egg-shaped universe, and gave them the capacity for its 
formation (1-5, 6 and 8). 

Bhagavad-glta. —I am the place from which all the 
worlds go forth ; the place in which all the worlds dissolve 
(VTI-6). I am the place from which everything goes forth ; 
and everything acts as directed by Me (X-8). 

Mahabharata. —The question is put ‘ All this world 
consisting of movables and immovables—from whom was 
it created ; and at the time of rest to whom does it go ; tell 
me this, grandfather The reply was— 11 Narayana, with the 
world as His body, without limitations, and eternal.” 
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The authors were our best friends, and their -works follow 
the teaching of the veda, and were written to elucidate 
its meaning. The ignoring of them will result, if we 
follow the smriti of Kapila, which conflicts with vedic 
teaching. And this will be a very serious offence. 
Elucidation means to bring home the meaning conveyed ; 
and this cannot be done by a work which conflicts 
with it. 

2. The remark that these works serve another 
purpose cannot be admitted. They enjoin dharmas as 
the worship of the highest Atmci (1) ; but unless they 
describe the highest Atmci, who is to be worshipped, 
their injunctions will serve no purpose. Even the 

“ From Him avykta with the three quyas came forth ” •, 
avykta is dissolved in Brahma, known as Purusha and 
without action.” 

Parasara. —The world came forth from Vishyu ; it 
rests on Him alone ; He sustains and destroys this world ; 
He is the world (1-1-32). 

Apastamha. —All living beings are the bodies of 
Him, who abides in the cavity of the heart, who cannot be 
injuriously affected, and who is free from blemishes ; . . . 
from Him all bodies come forth ; He, the root, ever exists, 
and undergoes no destruction. 

(1) This is stated as follows : 

Man reaches the goal, worshipping with his own 
karma (work) that Being, from whom all that lives comes 
forth, and by whom all this world is pervaded ( bhagavad - 
glta, XVIII-46): Meditate on Leva Narayaya in bathing 
and in other actions ; by doing so one attains the world of 
Brahma ; and he does not return here ( i.e to samsara) 
( daksha smriti). Those men, that intent on doing their 
karma, worship you in order to be released, overcome all this 
may a, (vishnu, V-30-16). 
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karmas , that yield fruits to be gathered by men of the 
world here, or in svarga, are His worship (1). 

3. The praise of Kapila in sacred literature does 
not count for much. Brihaspati is cited in sacred 
literature as an example in referring to those that 
possess extraordinary learning ; and if the opponent’s 
argument were valid, the veda should be elucidated by 
the athiestical lokayata written by him. 


Opponent. Kapila saw by the merit of his yoga 
things as they are : The next sutra replies : 

2. p\qNigt|||ji i 

But because it (what Kapila saw) was not seen by 
others. 

Many like Mann , who by the merit of their yoga 
perceived the true nature of tatvas, high and low, and 
who are well known in the veda as the authors of works 
that serve as medicine for the ills of all the world, did 
not see truth as he saw it. His perception being opposed 


(1) Those that worship other beings with love and 
fervour, they too worship Me alone ; but not in the manner 
directed by the veda. For, I am the Being worshipped in 
all the yajnas ; I alone give the fruits ; but they do not 
know me as I am; they therefore lose the full benefit of the 
worship (bhagavad-glta, IX-23 and 24); Achyuta ! you who 
are in the forms of all devas, you are ever worshipped with 
yajnas ; you alone receive what is offered to devas and 
pitris \ you who bear the forms of the pitris and devas 
(vishnu , V-20-95). 
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to the veda, was due to misapprehension. The conclu¬ 
sion as to its teaching arrived at cannot be shaken. 


Sub-section 2 
3. ^ tu: HcgiF;: i 

By this the objection to the rejection of the yoga 
smriti is answered. 

The reason for adding a sutra on this point is thus 
explained : Yoga smriti recognises the existence of an all¬ 
controlling Being ; it enjoins meditation taught in the 
upanishads as the means to release; and its author is 
the four-faced one, whose special function is to spread 
the knowledge of the whole of the veda in the world- 
It may be presumed therefore that his smriti should be 
followed. The reply is that it teaches that matter 
evolves without being directed by the highest Atmd. 
from within ; that it regards Him as only the operative 
cause ; and that in the meditation, which it teaches, and 
which is differentiated from other meditations by the 
objects on which the mind dwells, the jiva is not re¬ 
garded as ruled by Him from within, and Brahma is not 
regarded as being the material cause of the world and 
as the seat of all good qualities. The teaching is there¬ 
fore opposed to the veda ; and it may be presumed that 
the four-faced one also, being a jiva in bondage, was 
influenced by the gunas-rajas and tamas. His yoga 
smriti should therefore be rejected like his puraya , 
which labours under the same defect. 
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Sub-section 3 

4. ^ dVlrd ^ 5EUT ! 

No; because this (the world) is dissimilar; and this 
is taught in the upanishads. 

The opponent, having failed, now resorts to argu¬ 
ment. The conclusion that the world is a product that 
has evolved from the highest Atma is not sound. This 
world, consisting of matter and jivas, is perceived to be 
non-intelligent, impure, subject to another’s control and 
full of suffering. The highest Atma, on the other hand, 
is described by you as all-knowing, as opposed to all 
evil, as the ruler of all, and as full of bliss. The world 
is thus entirely dissimilar to Him. How can it then 
come forth from Him ? On this point one need not 
depend upon sense-perception only ; the dissimilarity is 
seen from the veda also— 

The intelligent and the non-intelligent (ana., VI-3) ; 
So those bhutas (including the organs) rest on the jivas, and 
the jivas on praija (the highest Atma) ( kaushl ., II-6); 
On the same tree man, immersed, grieves, bewildered with 
the attraction of worldly objects. When he sees the other, 
the ruler of all, pleased with his actions, and sees His 
greatness to be such and such, his grief passes away 
Kmunda., III-1-2); The atma, who is ruled, is bound from 
his desire for enjoyment (sveta., 1-8). 

It is observed that a product is not dissimilar to its 
cause. Examples. A jar is similar to the lump of earth 
from which it is made (1), and a ring is similar to the 

(1) In support of the contention that the world-cause 
should be similar to the world, and that pradhana should be 
that cause in accordance with KapilcCs smriti, the need of 
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piece of gold, that is its cause. Hence, the world, that 
is dissimilar to Brahma , cannot be a product made from 
Him, and pradhana, which is similar to the world, 
should be accepted as the cause in accordance w T ith the 
smriti of Kapila. 

2. Here three objections are raised, which the 
opponent answers: 

(i) When it is decided from the veda that Brahma 
is the only cause of the universe, it should be accepted 
that the universe too, which has come forth from Him, 
possesses intelligence. It exists in jars and the like, 
but is dormant, as the attribute jnana of a jiva is 
dormant, when he sleeps or falls into a trance. This 
is the distinction between intelligent beings and non- 
intelligent objects. Hence, the universe is not dissimilar 

tarka is emphasised by the opponent. He observes : Though 
the veda is independent authority, and deals with matters 
beyond our senses, it should nevertheless use tarka ; for 
all sources of knowledge (promu^a), only when helped by 
tarka, enable one to arrive at a decision in some matters- 
Tarka is a help to a source of knowledge, and determines 
that it shows a particular thing, by discussing either its 
nature or the materials, from which that thing is known. 
It is known also as uha. Its utility is common to all 
sources of knowledge ■, but testimony needs it specially in 
all cases, as its meaning depends upon certain conditions — 
viz., (i) The sentence must be complete, and should not 
need another word to convey its meaning ; (ii) the words 
that make up the sentence should be spoken at the same 
time ; and (iii) it must not state what is impossible. Maim 
points out its value thus—‘ One that examines with the 
help of tarka knows dharma ; but not others.’ The veda 
also, when it enjoins man ana (thinking), refers to fixing its 
teaching in the mind with the help of tarka. 
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to Brahma. Reply. This is not a. sound view. 
Intelligence is never observed in jars and other objects ; 
and this proves that it does not exist at all. For the 
same reason it cannot be contended that they have the 
capacity to possess intelligence. For, when a capacity 
does not produce an effect at any place and at any 
time, how can it be said to exist ? Further, when it is 
known that the veda shows Brahma to be the mate¬ 
rial cause of the universe, one may state that jars 
and other objects possess intelligence in a dormant 
condition, or that they have the capacity for it. 
When this fact is known for certain, one may state 
that the veda shows Brahma to be the material 
cause of the universe. This will be arguing in a 
circle. 

(ii) What is meant by similarity between the cause 
and the product, by the absence of which you state 
that Brahma cannot be the material cause of the 
universe. Does it refer to agreement in all respects or 
in any one respect ? The former alternative will not 
do ; for then the relation of cause and product cannot 
subsist. In a jar made of a lump of earth, the lump 
condition does not continue. The latter alternative 
also should be given up; for the universe and the 
highest Atma agree in being substances that exist. 
Reply. They must agree in that respect, by which the 
cause is distinguished from other substances. The 
character, by which a piece of gold is distinguished 
from a lump of earth, continues in the ornaments made 
of it. Here the highest Atma is opposed to all evil, is 
£.7 
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all-knowing, is full of bliss, and controls all ; while the 
world is just the reverse. 

(iii) The relation of cause and product is found 
between things, that are dissimilar : from the intelligent 
jiva hair, nails and teeth, which are non-intelligent, 
come forth; from a lump of non-intelligent cow-dung 
the intelligent scorpion is generated ; from the intelligent 
spider the non-intelligent web issues forth. Reply. In 
all these cases the relation of cause and product is found 
in the non-intelligent element only. 


A by-stander offers an explanation. What is 
regarded as non-intelligent does possess intelligence. 
The veda says “ To him the earth said ” ; “ water 
desired.” “ These pranas , quarrelling as to who was 
the greatest among them, went to the four-faced 
Brahma." Those, that read the purdnas, speak of 
rivers, seas and hills also as possessing intelligence. 
The opponent replies: 

5. frstdlgrirawnq I 

But here reference is made to controlling beings 
(devatas). This is known from the epithet 
applied, and from the entry of these beings 
into them. 

Every material thing is under the control of an 
intelligent being known as devata ; and the words 
4 earth,’ and ‘ water ’ refer to the beings that control 
them. In the chandogya reference is made to fire, 
water and earth in the words, “ These three devatas ” 
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(VI-3-2). The epithet devatas shows that the term 
‘ earth ’ denotes not merely earth, but also the being that 
controls it. ‘ All devatds quarrelled as to who was the 
greatest among them.’ ‘ Those devas knowing greatness 
to be in prana.' Also, “ Agni, becoming speech, entered 
the mouth ; the sun, becoming the sense of sight, 
entered the eyes ; vayu, becoming prana , entered the 
nostrils ” ( aitareya , 1-2-4). Hence by the use of the 
epithet and by the statement of entry of beings into 
what they control, it should be decided that reference 
is made to these beings in the texts quoted. 

The objection raised in the first sutra therefore 
remains. 


These two sutras state the objection of the 
sankhya. -The next sutra is the reply of the author of 
the sutras: 

6. g | 

But it is seen (the relation of cause and product is 
seen in things entirely dissimilar). 

A worm springs from a fly, which is dissimilar. 

Sankhya. —Have I not stated that the relation of 
cause and product appears in the non-intelligent element 
only ; and that there is therefore similarity. Reply. True, 
you did say so; but the similarity which you have in 
your mind, does not exist. You apprehended that if 
similarity in any particular were accepted, everything 
would he similar to everything else, and that every¬ 
thing could be made of everything else. You therefore 
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stated that there must be similarity in a character by 
which the cause is distinguished from other things. This 
restriction is not found in the example given. For a com¬ 
mon character, such as is seen in a lump of earth and a 
jar, or in a piece of gold and a crown, is not found in the 
fly and worm, or in the cow-dung and scorpion. Hence, 
the universe may evolve from Brahma , though it is 
dissimilar to Him. 


On the receipt of this reply, the opponent raises 
two objections, which are stated and refuted in the next 
three sutras. 

7. i 

If it be contended “ The product was previously non¬ 
existent,” the reply is—“ No ; because the need for 
similarity only is denied.” 

The first objection is this: If you recognise, that 
the world may evolve from Brahma, who is dissimilar, 
then the cause and the product being different sub¬ 
stances, the world did not exist in Brahma ; and you 
give up your theory that a product exists in its cause. 
Reply. It is not so ; what was denied in the preceding 
sittra is merely the view that the cause and product 
should invariably be similar ; but it was not stated that 
the product is a substance different from the cause. The 
view that Brahma , the cause, becomes by evolution the 
world, which is not similar to Him, has not been 
abandoned. In the instance given, though the fly and 
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worm are dissimilar, they are one substance, as are an 
ear-ring and the piece of gold of which it is made. 


The second objection is stated : 

8. 'iiqldt I 

If your view be accepted, in dissolution and evolution, 
(1) undesirable things must result as in the world. 
The veda will become mere prattle. 

The meaning is: if the cause and the product be 
admitted to be one substance, then Brahma becomes the 
world in evolution, and the world becomes Brahma in 
dissolution ; and all the conditions belong to Him alone. 
The impurity of matter and the misery of the jivas 
must be found in Brahma ; as the character of the ear¬ 
ring is found in the piece of gold. Vedic texts, which 
in one place state that Brahma is ever pure and bliss, 
and in another place that He is not so (2), cannot be 
regarded as anything but absurd. 

(1) Though the sutra refers to dissolution only, the 
intention is to refer to evolution too ; for it is preceded by 
dissolution ; for in the texts ‘ Before creation, my dear, this 
was Sat only ( chan do ., VI-2-1); Before creation this was 
utma ; one only (aitareya, 1-1-1); we see that dissolution is 
first described and then evolution. 

(2) Who knows everything and every (attribute) of 
everything (rriunda., 1-1-10) ; He is free from karma , and free 
from old age and death ( chnndo VIII-1-5); He has no 
body or senses ; His equal or superior is not seen (sveta., VI- 
8) ; of them one eats the ripe fruit (muijda., III-l-l); The 
utma, who is ruled, is bound from his desire for enjoyment 
(sveta ., 1-8); grieves, bewildered with the attraction of 
worldly objects ( munda ., III-1-2). 
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2. Objection. As Brahma is the cause and the 
product only as clothed in the matter and jiva elements, 
which form His body, the faults pointed out pertain 
only to these elements, but do not affect Brahma in 
either condition. Reply. The relation of body and 
Qtmd does not subsist between the universe and Brahma ; 
for the matter and jiva elements cannot be the body of 
Brahma. A body is the means for experiencing the 
fruits of karma -pleasure or pain ; it is the seat of the 
senses, and is supported by prana with its fivefold 
activity ; and it is an aggregate of earth and the other 
elements. A body of this description only is well-known 
to be a body in worldly usage and in the veda. Brahma 
has no karma (1) and has not to experience its fruits; His 
enjoyment does not depend upon the help of the senses ; 
and He has no prana. Hence the matter and jiva 
elements cannot form His body. Among these elements 
there are many things that do not come within the 
definition of body. Straw and wood, among the un¬ 
intelligent products formed out of the compounded five 
elements, and the finest forms of the uncompounded 
elements are not the seat of the senses ; and the latter 
are not aggregates of earth and the other elements; 
in the case of the jiva , who is only jncina (shining 


(1) He is free from karma, and free from old age 
(chcLndo., viii-1-5); The other does not eat, but shines on all 
sides ( mun.da ., III-l-l); He sees, but has no eye ; He hears, 
but has no ear; He goes and He takes ; but has no hands or 
feet (sveta, III-19); He is indeed without prana and with¬ 
out mind {muyda., II-1-2). 
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substance) none of these things is possible ; much less 
his being a body. 

3. Here the objector puts forward other definitions 
of body. First, a body is the place, in which one has 
experience ( bhoga). Reply. A house is a place, in which 
one experiences pleasure and pain ; this would be a body 
under your definition: but it is not known to be a body 
in worldly usage. Objector. That place is a body, 
remaining in which alone one has experience of pleasure 
and pain. Reply. When one enters the body of another, 
and experiences pleasure and pain, that body is the seat 
of his experience ; but it is not known to be his body. In 
regard to Brahma, whose bliss exists of itself, and is 
eternal and unlimited, the matter and jiva elements 
cannot be the invariable seat of His enjoyment. The 
same objection holds to the definition of body as the 
mere means of experience. 

4. Another definition. That is a body of a person, 
on whose will its existence as an object, its continuance 
and movements depend. As on the will of Brahma the 
existence of all objects as objects, their continuance 
and movements depend, they form His bodies. Reply. 
Even this is not sound. Objects known as bodies do not 
depend for their existence as objects on the will of their 
owners ; the movements of a body affected by illness do 
not depend upon the will of its owner; the continued 
existence of a dead body does not depend upon the will 
of the departing cLtmti ; an image depends upon the will 
of an intelligent person for its coming into existence, for 
its continuance and movements ; but it is not known as 
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his body ; and finally the jiva being eternal, his existence 
as a jiva does not depend upon the will of Brahma ; and 
he cannot be His body. 

5. Objector. That is a body of a person, which is 
supported and controlled by him alone, and which exists 
for his service only. Reply. Action answers this descrip¬ 
tion ; but it is not a body. Further, it is stated that 
Brahma has no body. ‘ Without a body, He dwells in 
bodies; enduring He is present in perishable things 
(katha., 1-2-22); He is without hands or feet ; but he 
goes and takes’ (sveta., 3-19). Hence, the relation of 
body and atma between the universe and Brahma is 
impossible, and even if it be possible, the imperfections 
resulting from connection with a body cannot be escaped 
from. If therefore the upanishads state Him to be the 
material cause of the universe, they will become absurd. 


To this objection the next sutra replies. 

9. > 

But no ; because an analogy exists in explanation. 

The same Being may exist in two conditions ; and 
yet the elements, to which good and evil pertain, may 
be different; and an analogy in explanation of this may 
be pointed out. Jivas dwell in material vehicles ; and 
the changes that take place, as they grow—youth, 
manhood, old-age—relate to the vehicle, not to the 
atma within; perception of things, and experience 
of pleasure and pain pertain to the atma , but 
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not to the body. And the expressions used 
‘He is born a deva ; he is born a man ; and the same 
man was a baby ; he is now a youth ; and hereafter 
he will be old ’ have their primary meanings. For the 
atma clothed in a material vehicle is called a deva or 
man. This will be explained in chapter III, section 1, 
sub-section 1. Similarly, though Brahma changes 
from one condition to another, the existence of good or 
evil in one or another element is fixed. Brahma has 
matter and jivas as His bodies, and He is their atma. 
Expansion and contraction of consciousness take place 
in the jiva element; and the changes from the subtle 
to the gross condition and back again to the subtle 
condition occur in the matter-element. But these 
defects of the body do not touch Brahma , the atma. 
And omniscience and bliss belong to Him and not to 
His vehicles. 

2. The objection stated by the opponent in paras. 
2 to 5 under the preceding siitra is not sound. All the 
upanishads state everything to be the body of the 
highest Atma, whether it be a material product or a 
jiva ; and whether it be in the subtle or gross condition. 
See the antaryami brahmana (brihad., V-7). This 
mentions material products and jivas one by one, and 
states them to be the bodies of Brahma (1). The 


(1) Who stands in earth ; • . . whose body the 

earth is; . . . who stands in vijnuna (jiva ); whose 
body vijnuna is r , . . « who stands in utma , whose 
body the atma is. 

58 
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subala upanishad follows the same course, and closes 
with the remark ‘ He, the inner ruler of all beings, 
is free from karma, etc., (1). The same teaching is given 
by the smritis ( 2). In the world also the term ‘ body ’ 
( sarira ) is not confined, like the term jar, to objects 
possessing the same form; but it is used to denote 
objects entirely different from one another in form, 
like insects, flies, snakes, men, beasts and the like ; and 
it cannot be said that it is used in a secondary sense. 
Hence the connotation of the term should be determined, 
so as to cover all the cases, in which the term ‘ body ’ 
has been used either in the world or in the veda. 

3. The definitions given by you do not satisfy 
this condition, as shown below : 

(i) A body is that, which helps one to enjoy the 
fruits of past karma. This definition has been framed so 
as to cover the cases of jivas, that are bound ; but it is 
not applicable to Brahma or freed jivas ; for their 
bodies are taken up at their mere pleasure, but not for 
working out karma ; and they have no karma. That 
freed jivas take up bodies at their mere pleasure is 

(1) Who moves within earth ; whose body the earth 

is ; . . . he, the inner ruler of all beings, is free from 

karma, dwells in the highest heaven ; has a shining body ; 
has no equal or superior. He is Ndrayaya. 

(2) All the world is your body (ramayana ); which 
water is the body of Vishnu (vishiju , 11-12-37) ; all that is 
indeed the body of Hari {Ibid., 1-22-38); all those are His 
body (Ibid., 1-22-86); He considered, and desiring to create 
diverse products from His body (manu., 1-8); ‘ His body ’ 
means subtle matter, which forms His bodv. 
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known from texts like ‘ He becomes one ’ ( chUndo ., 
vii-26-2). 

(ii) A body is a compound of earth and other 
elements. This does not cover the case of Brahma , the 
bodies taken up by whom in avatSLra are not so made (1). 

(iii) A body is what is supported by prcina in a 
five-fold form. This does not cover the case of the 
vegetable kingdom ; for though prana does exist in 
vegetables, yet it does not assume a five-fold form in 
them. If the definition be merely that which is 
supported by prana, it will leave out the jivas and 
prakriti, with its products mahat, ahamkara, ether, air, 
fire, water and earth, which are all bodies of Brahma. 

(iv) A body is the support of the senses. If this 
means the possession of senses or motor organs capable 
of producing sensation or action, the definition does not 
include the case of Ahalya, and others, who were 
turned into stones or logs of wood as punishment for 
past sins. If it means merely the possession of the 
senses, or motor organs, it will exclude the bodies of 
Brahma referred to under the preceding head. 

4. A proper definition, which will cover all cases, 
is the following: A body is that substance, w T hich an 
intelligent person in every way supports, controls and 
uses for his own purposes, and which exists only to 
serve him. To this definition a few objections have 
been raised. First, it will not apply to a diseased body, 


(1) The body of the highest Atma is not an aggregate 
of the elements ( mahabharata ). 
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which its owner is unable to control ? Reply. The power 
to control exists ; but it is for the time being obstructed. 
Example. Fire has the power to burn but owing to 
obstruction this may not be observed sometimes. Secondly, 
the definition does not cover a dead body. Reply. On 
the departure of the jiva the body begins to decompose, 
and will soon disappear. Because a portion of what was 
previously a body remains, it is referred to as a body. 

5. Hence, as everything in the universe is in every 
way supported and controlled by Brhama for His 
own purposes, and as it exists only to serve Him, 
it iorms His body. The text “ Without a body 
. . . in perishable bodies” (katha., 1-2-22) denies 

the existence of a body brought about by karma ; but it 
has no reference to the body formed of the universe ; for 
everything is stated to be His body in the upanishads 
referred to above. This will be explained in the sub¬ 
sections that follow. These two sutras state what will 
be proved in sub-section 7 of this section. 

10. | 

And because the opponent’s theory is faulty. 

The theory of evolution of the universe from 
Brahma should be accepted, not merely because it is 
free from defect ; but also because evolution from 
pradhana is objectionable. 

According to this theory evolution cannot take 
place. In this theory the jiva is not subject to change, 
and is mere jnana (a shining substance) ; but by the 
near presence of matter, he regards its attributes as 
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belonging to himself; and this delusion brings about 
evolution. What is this near presence of matter ? Does 
it mean its mere existence, or some change in it, or 
some change in the jiva ? The last alternative must be 
ruled out, as the jiva does not change. The second 
alternative is equally untenable ; because the change 
is the effect of the jiva's delusion, and cannot therefore 
be its cause. The first alternative, if admitted, would 
mean that even the freed jiva will be deluded. This 
matter will be explained more fully under chapter II, 
section 2, sutra 8. Hence the sankhya's theory must be 
abandoned in favour of the theory of the upanishads. 

11 . i 

Also for the reason that no final conclusion can be 
reached by mere argument. 

The buddhist, the ny&ya, the jaina, the sankhya and 
the yoya schools, depending on mere argument, demolish 
one another. It may therefore be concluded that it is 
profitless to depend upon mere argument. 

12. i 

If it be stated “ the theory can be maintained with 
fresh arguments not open to the criticisms levelled 
against it,” the reply is “ even so there will be 
no escape.” 

It may be presumed that persons may exist in other 
places or at other times, who are cleverer in argument 
and that they will demolish his pet theory easily 
Hence, in matters which are beyond the senses, one 
must depend on testimony alone ; and resort to argu¬ 
ment merely for its elucidation. This is stated by Manu 
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1 He who examines the teaching of dharma given in 
the veda and in the smritis with arguments ( tarka ) which 
are not opposed to the sastra in the form of the veda , 
knows dharma, but not another who does not do 
so (XII-106). 


Sub-section 4 

13 . ftlgfqfu^r 3?fq I 

By this (refutation of the sUnkhya theory) the 
arguments of the remaining schools also, which are 
not based upon the veda, are refuted. 

The need for this additional sutra arose from the 
agreement among a number of schools that atoms 
{parama anu ) are the ultimate cause, and from the 
possible contention that the argument relating to it 
cannot be so easily dismissed. The reply is that in spite 
of agreement on this one point there are irreconcilable 
differences as to the nature of the atoms. For instance, 
there are the following views: that they do exist, 
and that they do not exist; that they are jnana 
(shining things), and that they are jada (not shining 
things) ; that they exist only for a minute and then 
perish, and that they are permanent ; that they are 
of one character, and that they combine inconsistent 
characters ; and that they are real, and that they are 
unreal. The remark that it is futile to rely on mere 
argument is fully justified. 
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Sub-section 5 

The sankhya appears again and pleads: In sutra 
9 of this section it was stated that Brahma has bodies 
made of matter and jivas ; that He is the cause, when 
the elements of His body are in a subtle condition ; and 
that he becomes the universe, when they come into a 
gross condition. If Brahma had bodies, he must, as the 
jiva does, experience pleasure and pain, that are caused 
by the possession of a body, and this cannot be avoided. 

2. He anticipates an objection. This question was 
settled in sutra, 1-2-8. He replies —no. What was 
settled in that sutra was that Brahma does not become 
liable to suffering on the ground that He resides within 
the body of another for the purpose of being meditated 
on ; but here Brahma has a body of His own like a jiva ; 
and the possession of a body must subject its owner to 
the experience of pleasure and pain. The changes 
undergone by the body may not touch the atma within 
it; but every one has seen that a jiva experiences 
pleasure, when the elements of his body are well- 
balanced, and pain when they are out of gear. And 
this is confirmed by the veda. 

B^rom one in a body welcome and unwelcome things 
do not depart; and one that is without a body they do not 
touch ( chando ., VIII-12-1). 

Hence on the theory that Brahma in a body formed 
of matter and jivas is the world-cause, there will be no 
distinction between His nature and the nature of the 
jiva. On the theory that Brahma alone is the cause, like 
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the lump of earth and the piece of gold, all the undesir¬ 
able results that attend on the world must be found in 
Him. The sankhya's theory is therefore preferable. 
This is stated in the first half of the sutra : 

14. I 

If it be said “ By Brahma's becoming liable to the 
experiencing of pleasure and pain, there will be 
no distinction.” 

And the reply is stated in the second part: 

There is distinction, as in the world. 

Reply. There is difference between the natures of 
Brahma and of the jiva. The possession of a body by a 
jiva does not of itself carry with it a liability to suffer¬ 
ing, that is brought about by disturbance in the elements 
of his body. It is a consequence of karma in the form 
of good or evil deeds. The text quoted refers to a body 
brought about by karma. There are other texts, which 
state that a freed jiva “ appears as one; appears 
as three” (chando., VII-26). 

If he desires to see those that were his fathers (in 
previous births), by his mere will the fathers come up 
(Ibid., VTII-2-1). There he enjoys Him all round, eating, 
playing and amusing himself (chando., VIII-12-3). 

These texts mean that he may take one or 
three bodies, or as many as he may desire ; and 
yet this is not accounted as an evil. Similarly, 
Brahma being without good or evil, possession of 
the universe for His body brings with it no liability. 
In the world those that obey the king’s commands are 
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in his good grace and are happy ; and those that disobey 
them incur his displeasure and suffer. But the king 
himself, though he dwells in a body, is not like the one 
set or the other; for he is not subject to any one’s 
command. Similarly here. The jiva is subject to 
Brahma's commands, and is happy or the reverse, accor¬ 
ding as he is in harmony with them or not. But Brahma 
is not subject to any such liability. 

Compare with what Dramida states “ When a king 
stays in an unpleasant place abounding in mosquitoes, 
and full of trouble, as he is fanned by some one, he is 
not touched by any inconvenience; he protects his 
country ; and has enjoyments with fragrant substances 
not available to others. Similarly the Lord of all the 
worlds, with fans in the form of His power whirling 
round Him, is not touched by imperfections ; He protects 
the world of Brahma and other worlds, and has enjoy¬ 
ments not available to any other.” Evolution of 
Brahma in His substance, like the lump of earth and the 
piece of gold, is not admitted ; and the remark on this 
point needs no reply. Our authority is the texts stating 
that He does not change, and that He is free from 
imperfections. 

Criticism. —This sutra has been interpreted differ¬ 
ently by others. They say ‘ If Brahma be the material 
cause of the universe, this doubt will arise, viz., the 
person who enjoys ( bhokta ) will not differ from what is 
enjoyed ( bhogya ). They proceed to show by the analogy of 
the sea appearing as waves and foam, that they do differ. 
This interpretation is unsound. Brahma becomes the 

59 
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universe under the influence of aoidya (ignorance) in the 
view of one of them ; by contact with an upadhi in the 
view of another; and owing to an innate capacity 
(sakti) in the view of the last. In their views the first 
view will not arise : for Brahma affected in any one of 
the three ways is bhokta, and the. avidycL, upadhi or 
innate sakti is the bhogya ; and these being different 
from one another, one cannot be the other. None of 
them states that Brahma changes in His substance ; for 
they accept the view stated in sutra, II-1-35, that the 
jiva and his karma have had no beginning. If His 
change in substance be accepted, the doubt cannot occur 
to any one ; for a lump of earth differs from the jar 
made out of it; and a piece of gold differs from a 
bracelet made out of it; similarly, the bhokta and bhogya 
may appropriately differ. If the substance changes, the 
objection stated in sTitra 8 of this section will remain ; 
for Brahma Himself will be the bhokta and bhogya ; and 
the reply given in the succeeding sutra will not apply. 


Sub-section 6 

1. In sutra II-1-7 it was assumed that Brahma, 
the cause, was not different from the universe, the 
product. This point is now taken up and proved. This 
is known as the sat-karya theory. The opponent is the 
vaiseshika. He recognises the lump of earth as cause, 
and the jars and other vessels as products; but he 
regards the products as different from the lump of earth. 
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His arguments are as follows: (i) Consider a lump of 
earth and a jar, or a piece of cloth and the threads, of 
which it is made. There is first difference in perception. 
The perception of the cause and the perception of the 
products are not alike, (ii) There is difference in the 
names by which they are known ; for the threads are 
not spoken of as the piece of cloth ; nor is the piece of 
cloth spoken of as threads, (iii) There is difference in 
the uses to which they are put; for the lump of earth is 
not utilised to fetch water ; nor is a wall built with the 
jar. (i v) There is difference in time ; the cause exists 
first, and the products come subsequently, (v) There is 
difference in form ; the cause is in the form of a lump ; 
and the product has a large body and bottom. Similar¬ 
ly, while the lump of earth remains, the jar is spoken of 
as having been destroyed, (vi) Difference in number is 
also seen ; for the threads are many and the piece of 
cloth is one. (vii) As everything exists under the sat- 
karya theory at all times, the division into permanent 
and impermanent will disappear, (viii) And finally, 
the activity of the person, who makes the jar, will be 
fruitless ; for if the cause itself be the product, what is 
there to be produced with his activity ? The reply may 
be given that though the product exists, the activity of 
the maker is necessary to help the product to do its 
work. Then the activity of the maker should never 
cease. It may be explained next that the product 
existed before ; but was not manifest; and that it is 
made manifest through the activity of the maker. Then 
the activity would be fruitful ; and the division into 
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permanent and non-permanent becomes intelligible. 
This explanation cannot be accepted. Has this mani¬ 
festation ( abhivyakti ) always existed, or did it exist, but 
was non-manifest, or is it newly made ? In the first 
alternative the product under consideration must ever 
be manifest. In the second alternative another mani¬ 
festation is required to make abhivyakti manifest, and this 
needs another manifestation, and so on ad infinitum. In 
the last alternative the theory, that a thing exists but 
merely changes its condition, is abandoned. Further, if 
the activity of the maker makes the product manifest, 
the activity for making a jar manifest should make 
other products also manifest. For, in things that are 
admitted to be the means of making other objects mani¬ 
fest, as a light, no limitation is seen as to the objects to 
be made manifest. Does not a lamp lighted for the 
sake of the jar show other objects as well ? Hence the 
activity of the maker becomes useful only by originat¬ 
ing a product, which did not previously exist. For these 
reasons the theory put forward fails. 

2. The vaiseshika, having thus made out his case 
to his own satisfaction, next answers the objections that 
may be raised from the other point of view. First, a 
lump of earth is taken to make a jar ; and a piece of 
gold to make an ornament. Thus a definite cause 
produces a definite effect; and does not this prove the 
sat-karya theory ? Reply : no ; for the definiteness of the 
cause may be explained as due to the capacity of each 
cause to produce its own product. Next, on your own 
theory the purpose of the activity of the maker cannot 
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be explained. Is the activity applied to the product, or 
to something else ? The first alternative does not hold, 
as the product does not exist before it is made. In the 
second alternative, the activity applied to threads may 
be expected to produce a jar; for so far as the product 
is concerned, it makes no difference, where the activity 
is applied—to a lump of earth or to threads ; both being 
different from the product. Reply. The activity of the 
maker is applied to that cause, which has the capacity 
to produce the desired product ; it is not therefore 
wasted.. 1 

This view of the opponent is refuted in the sutra: 

15 . t 

That the universe is not different from Brahma is 
shown by the text containing the term tirambhaya 
and other texts. 

These texts show that the universe consisting of the 
matter and jiva elements does not differ from Brahma. 
In the chclndogya, chapter VI, the father taught his son 
what is stated in the sutra. Bearing in mind the fact 
that the whole world evolved from Brahma alone, and 
that the product is not different from the cause, he asked 
him whether he had been instructed in the knowledge of 
that Ruler, by knowing whom every thing would be 

1 Here the original brings in Sankara to criticise the opponent. 
This gives a loophole to Vachaspati to come in and state his own 
theory, viz., that he who is under the influence of avidyU is not 
Brahma, but the jiva, and that the jiva is a condition of Brahma 
Himself. This theory is criticised by Sankara, and his criticism is 
criticised by the opponent. All this as not relevant to tb° am¬ 
is omitted here. But it ia ewW;»J - 
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known. The son. not knowing the fact, asked how by 
knowing one thing another thing could be known. 
To explain his meaning the father gave three illus¬ 
trations, which men in the world perceive. Of these the 
first was this ‘ My dear, by knowing one lump of earth 
all that is made of it is known ’. The meaning is that 
the various vessels made of the lump of earth, being 
of the same substance as the lump, by knowing that 
lump they are all known. As the vaiseshika holds the 
view that a product is a different substance from the 
cause, to refute this view he appealed to ordinary 
perception in these words. 

For facility of speech (and handling) the lump of 
earth assumes different forms and receives different names ; 
but the truth is only that all this is earth. (VI-1-4). 1 

So is it seen by all ; and the vessels are not per¬ 
ceived to have been made of another-substance (1). 

(l) The first four words in the text are— vuchu, 
arambhatjam, vikaro namoAhegam. The first term means 
‘ for speech ’; the termination shows purpose ; and the other 
part of the word'indicates not merely speech, but also action 
following it. When it is said with the jar bring water, ’ 
the action stated follows. The root in the second word 
means to touch ; and the termination refers to the object of 
the action. The meaning therefore is—the earth, which 
was in the condition of a lump, appears in a new form with 
a large body and a large bottom ; this change and the name 
jar’ arising from this change, are touched, be., attained 
by the lump. 


1 The original here quotes the texts of t? e chandogya , that bear 
on the point, and adds that similar texts also in other upanishads, 
are intended by the author. The quotation is omitted, as they are 
considered further on one after another. 
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2. The objection of the vaiseshika may be replied 
to thus: The differences in perceptions, names and the 
like may be referred to the different conditions of the 
same substance. A person, say A, B, is one, and 
referring to the conditions, through which he passes, it is 
said ‘ he was a boy ; he is now a man ; and he will 
become old ”, and all the differences apply to his condi¬ 
tions. It was stated that while the earth remains, 
we speak of the jar as being destroyed, and that there¬ 
fore the product is different from the cause. This 
objection is removed by admitting that origination and 
destruction mean that the same substance that is the cause 
comes into particular conditions. Thus when two halves 
of a jar are first made of a lump of earth, and they are then 
joined together to form the jar, the condition of the half¬ 
jar is its origination and the destruction of the lump- 
condition ; the condition of the jar is its origination and 
the destruction of the half-jar condition, and so on. As 
objects assume their new conditions through the activity 
of the maker, that has its use. The objections in regard 
to manifestation do not call for a reply, as the theory of 
manifestation is not put forward. 

3. Vaiseshika. When you say that a condition 
appears in an object, that was not there before, 
you admit origination of a non-existing thing. 
Does not this amount to the abandonment of your 
theory ? 

Reply. Though we accept the origination of con¬ 
ditions, there is no conflict with the sat-karya theory ; 
for what exists originates. 
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Vaiseshika. You say what is contradictory, when 
you state that what previously existed comes into 
existence. 

Reply. This objections arises from ignorance of the 
nature of origination and destruction. The attainment 
by a substance of a new condition is the destruc¬ 
tion of the substance in the previous condition ; 
and the origination of the substance in the new 
condition. As the substance, that comes into all 
the conditions, exists, the sat-karya theory is not 
affected. 

Vaiseshika. If the conditions, that did not previous¬ 
ly exist, newly come into existence, you accept my 
theory. 

Reply. In your theory, does origination originate 
or not? If it does not, but previously existed, you accept 
the sat-karya theory. If it originates, you will need a 
second origination to account for the first, and so on 
ad infinitum. Under the sat-karya theory the conditions 
cannot be perceived separately from the object, of 
which they are the conditions, nor can they act apart 
from it. Hence origination, destruction and the like 
relate to an object in a particular condition. The theory 
does assume the origination and destruction of the 
conditions, and only affirms the permanency of the 
object. As the half-jar condition is abandoned and the 
jar-condition is attained, the condition of oneness is 
abandoned, and the condition of manifoldness is attained. 
This condition is abandoned and the condition of one¬ 
ness is re-attained. 
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4. The same teaching is conveyed by other 
texts : 


(i) Before creation, my dear, this was Sat only ; one 
only ; without a second (VI-2-1). 

The term 1 this ’ refers to the world now seen to 
possess different forms and to bear different names. It 
was one only before creation ; because it was without 
name and form ; and being omnipotent, Brahma, who 
evolved as the world, could not suffer another to direct 
the evolution. There was therefore no second then. 
This text also establishes the identity of the cause and 
the product. 

(ii) He willed ‘ I will become many, and to that 
end I will evolve ’ (VI-2-3). 

First He became fire, water and earth, and then by 
mixing them in different ways, He became the many 
things—movable and immovable—which constitute the 
universe. Hence the universe, the product, is none 
other than Brahma, the ultimate cause. 

5. Here a doubt may arise—how all that has 
been stated (1) could have happened. 

It is therefore added : 

(iii) That same devata willed, I will enter these three 
devatas as the inner ruler of this jiva, and make diverse 
names and forms. I will make each of them a triple 
compound (VI-3-2 and 3). 


(1) All that has been stated — Brahma, denoted by 
the term sat , is all-knowing, the possessor of an unfailing 
will and without any imperfection ; how could He be the 
60 
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By the term “ these three devatcLs ” reference is 
made to the whole of non-intelligent matter, beginning 
with the three elements—fire, water and earth. Into 
this Brahma entered along with the jivas as their inner 
ruler. ‘ Making names and forms ’ means making the 
products of evolution assume diverse forms and receive 
diverse names. This work resulted from the entrance 
into the products of evolution of both Brahma and the 
jivas. That Brahma entered the jivas and the universe 
as the atma is clear from the anandavalli text ‘ Having 
created it, He entered into the same ; having entered. 
He became jivas and material products (VI-2) ’. Hence 
every thing, composed of matter and a jiva, whether in 
the subtle condition known as the cause, or in the 
gross condition known as the product, is the body of 
Brahma and He is its inner ruler. This fact stated in 
the antaryami brahmana (brihad., V-7) is recalled here. 
The doubt stated will disappear with this explanation. 

Brahma remaining as the atma of the jivas and 
material products, and names and forms being formed 
as stated, Brahma Himself with the intelligent and 
non-intelligent objects forming His body is denoted by 


universe, which is fit to be referred to as this in the text. 
‘‘ This was sat only.” How could the universe denoted by 
the same word sat be one by the absence of names and 
forms ; and how could it dispense with the help of another 
to direct its evolution-? How could the very same will to 
become many as the universe in the form of diverse movable 
and immovable objects ? and how could He create as 
He willed ? 
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the term ‘ universe Hence the texts quoted in para 4 
state what is very appropriate. The changes of 
substance that take place in the matter element and 
the unwelcome experiences of the jmi element-pertain 
to the bodies ; that Brahma remains free from imper¬ 
fections, and the seat of good qualities is fully settled. 
This will be stated presently in sutra, II-l -22. 

6. Finally, (iv) ‘ All this is identical with that (Sat) 
(chando ., VI-8-7). This states that all the world 
composed of matter and jivas is identical with Brahma ; 
and the upanishad concludes with the injunction “ That 
thou art ”. In other places in the same upanishad and in 
other upanishads also oneness of Brahma and the universe 
is stated (1), and the perception of difference is 
condemned (2). The text, that the ignorant man 
perceives more than one thing, and that the wise man 
sees one thing only, shows that the truth is that 
Brahma and the universe are one (3). 


(1) The texts are : All this indeed is Brahma (chando., 
III-14-1); when the Atma, dear, is seen, heard about, thought 
on and meditated on, all this is known (brihad., VI-5-6); 
All this is the Atma (Ibid., VI-5-7); Brahma Himself is all 
this : Atma alone is all this (chando., VII-25-2). 

(2) All this will overcome him, who sees all this 
elsewhere than in Atma ( brihad., VI-5-7) ; Here there is no 
difference whatever ■, he attains samsura after sums nr a, who 
perceives difference as it were (brihad., VI-4-19); Where 
one perceives difference as it were, then one sees another ; 
but when everything is Atma alone to him, then whom will 
he see with what (brahad., VI-5-15). 

(3) Here the original gives a summary, which is as 
follows— Brahma Himself, having the jivas and material 
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Criticism —Others explain the sutra differently: 
They observe ‘The product does not differ from the 
cause ; for in truth there is no such thing as product 
different from the cause ; all objects are perceived and 
spoken about owing to avidya. In the products—jars 
and plates formed from a lump of earth, the cause—we 
see only the earth ; nothing more than this. The pro¬ 
ducts serve only for speech and action, and are unreal 1 
the earth alone, which forms the cause, is real. Simi¬ 
larly, the whole world other than Brahma, the cause, 
who is nir-visesha and mere chit , viz., ahamkara and the 
rest serves only for speech and action, and is unreal. 
Brahma alone, the cause, who is merely sat, is real. 
Hence, as no product exists other than the cause, the 
product is not different from the cause. This view is 


products as His bodies, and appearing for that reason as the 
jivas and material products, is at all times denoted by every 
word. At one time His body (matter and jivas) becomes so 
subtle, that it cannot be stated to be different from Him 
even as His body- Brahma in this body is Brahma in the 
causal condition. At another time the same body becomes 
so gross, as to be fit to appear in diverse forms, bear diverse 
names and to be dealt with in diverse ways. Brahma in 
this body is Brahma in the evolved condition. Hence the 
universe, tne product, is not different from Brahma, the 
cause. The natures of the jivas and material products 
forming His body and of Brahma, the Utma, differ from one 
another, as taught by a hundred upanishads, whether the 
condition be the causal or evolved condition; hence 
imperfections and good qualities pertain each to their own 
element in the aggregate. This has been stated in 
sutra 9, supra. 
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unsound. For what is real and what is unreal cannot 
be identical. If they were, Brahma would be unreal, or 
the universe would be real. 

Another view on the same subject is thus stated : 
The product also is real ; Brahma and jivas are not 
really different; the apparent difference has been 
brought about by upadhi. The difference and no¬ 
difference between Brahma and matter—both are real. 
This view also is unsound ; for in this theory there is no 
object other than Brahma and upadhi ; Brahma has no 
parts, that can be separated one from another. Hence 
the upddhi must contact Brahma Himself, and His sub¬ 
stance itself assumes by a change undesirable aspects. 
It may be urged that there is a capacity in Brahma 
which changes, but not His substance. Assuming that 
this is so, as the capacity and Brahma are not different,, 
there will be conflict with the texts that state the jiva 
to be subject to karma and Brahma to be free from it, 
and also with the texts that state matter to be subject 
to change and Brahma to be free from this liability. 1 


The opponent asks. The differences in perceptions 
and the rest appear to relate to different conditions of 
the same object in the case of childhood, youth and 
the like. In the case of earth, wood, gold and the like 
they appear to relate to differences in substances. In 


' Here the original criticises the theory of Yadava praka$a in 
detail. This is omitted here, but is embodied in the ‘ Three Tatvas’. 
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regard to a lump of earth and a jar, which are re¬ 
spectively cause and product, how is it decided that they 
relate only to differences in the conditions of the same 
object. The next sutra replies : 

16. ! 

And because in the product the cause is perceived- 

For, the perception is in this form—“ This ear-ring 
is gold ”; and no other material is so perceived in it. 
Hence, as the same person is now a child and then a 
young man, the material, that is the cause, changes its 
condition and is said to be a product. Even the 
vaiseshika, who regards the product as a different 
substance from the cause, does recognise changes of 
condition ; and if the perception of different forms, the 
calling by different names, and the differences in the 
uses to which the products are put, can be explained 
with reference to change of conditions, the assumption 
of a different substance, which is not perceived, cannot 
be justified. Assumption will be very necessary, when 
no explanation is available ; but as pointed out, an ex¬ 
planation is possible here. 

2. An objection is raised. When one sees a cow 
and says “ This cow is that,” referring to another cow 
seen before, it is the jati (common character) that is 
recalled ; and the same may be the case here. Reply. 
A second article possessing the jcLti is not seen here. 
What is perceived is a single article of the class gold 
existing as cause and as effect. 
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3. A further objection : The ear-ring is different 
from the gold ; which as the samavayi cause (that of 
which a thing is made) continues in the product; and 
it is therefore recalled. Reply. If the gold were differ¬ 
ent from the ear-ring, the perception would be—‘ There 
is gold in this article,’ as one says, ‘ there is water in 
this jar ’. The perception is, however, ‘ this ear¬ 
ring is gold 

4. A still further objection : In the generation of 
a scorpion from a lump of cow-dung, no one sees the 
cow-dung in the scorpion. Reply. Even there earth, 
which has become the cow-dung, is perceived. The 
vaiseshika must admit that earth continues as the 
samavayi cause in the scorpion, and this explanation 
we will accept. 

5. In smoke, the effect of fire, the fire is not per¬ 
ceived. Reply. Be it so ; but this is no objection ; for 
there fire is only the operative cause; and the smoke 
comes forth from the undried fuel put into the fire ; and 
this is confirmed by the fact that the smell of the fuel 
and of the smoke is the same. The conclusion is that 
as the cause is perceived in the product thus ‘ This is that 
alone,’ the differences in perceptions and the rest 
are due to differences in conditions only, and that 
therefore the product is not different from the 
cause. 

17. I 

And because in the cause the other, the product, 
exists. 
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‘ Exists in the cause ’ means exists in the causal 
condition. Thus, in the world it is usual to say “ All 
these—jars and other products—were in the forenoon 
merely a lump of earth.” And in the veda it is stated 
Before creation, my dear, this was Sat only ; one only ; 
without a second ” ( chcindo ., VI-2-1). 

I 

If it be contended “ No ; because it is said to have 
been non-existent then,” the reply is “ no. Because 
reference is made to the existence in another form. 
This is seen from the remainder of the sentence, 
from arguments and from other statements ”. 

The opponent disputes the statement made in the 
preceding sutra, and points to the following statements: 

First in the veda. Before creation this was only 
asat ( chando ., VI-2-1); Before creation this was indeed asat 
( satapatha brahmaya, VI-1-1); Before creation this was 
indeed nothing whatever ( yajur , 2nd ashfaka, 2-50). 

In the world also “ all these—jars and other products 
—did not exist in the forenoon Reply. The objection 
is not sound. The term asat (non-existent) and these 
statements have reference to the absence from the 
products of the forms, in which they are now seen. 
They existed in other forms ; they do not mean that the 
objects did not exist as you think. The terms sat and 
asat refer to the attributes of a substance. The attribute 
satva (sat- ness) is name and form. Asatva (asat- ness) 
is the reverse, the subtle condition without name and 
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form. Hence, the statements mean that what is 
now seen with diverse names and forms did exist 
before, but in a subtle condition, without names and 
forms. 

Question. How is this known ? Reply. First, from 
what follows the third of the texts quoted ; which is 
this “ That, existing indeed as asat, resolved ’ I will 
become.’ ” This indication of resolving shows that the 
term asat did not refer to non-existence, and that the 
thing did exist. As all the texts should agree, the term 
asat has the same meaning in the other texts also. 
Secondly, a lump of earth is shaped in a particular 
manner with a large bottom and body ; and the new 
form assumed helps us to speak of it as a jar. Before 
this shape was given, the material did exist, but in 
another form. When the jar is broken into two pieces, 
the material is in a different condition ; and it is said 
that the jar does not exist. This broken condition of 
the material is the non-existence of the jar ; and there 
is no such thing as non-existence (1) of a thing as 
alleged by the vaiseshika. For such a thing is not 
perceived, and it need not be assumed for facility of 


(1) No such thing a -s non-existence. The vaiseshika 
classifies all nameable things into seven groups, one of 
which is abhava (non-existence). Of this there are four 
varieties, one of which is pruk (previous) abhava, which is 
the non-existence of a product before it is made, and another 
is dhvamsa (destruction) abhiiva, its non-existence after it is 
destroyed. The text denies that these varieties exist. The 
previous abhava of a jar is the lump of earth, and the 
dhvamsa abhUva of the lump is the jar. 

61 




482 SRI BHASHYAM [CHAP. II, SEC. 1 

speech ; as the condition of the broken jar is sufficient 
for the purpose. And lastly, there is the statement 
already quoted “ Before creation, my dear, this was 
sat only ; one only ; without a second ” ( chando ., VI-2-1). 
There non-existence was objected to in these words ‘ But 
my dear, how could this be so; ’ and it was 
decided ‘But this was sat alone, dear, before’. This is 
very clearly stated in the text ‘ Then this was indeed 
avycikrita (without name and form) ; the same by itself 
was made into the universe possessing diverse names 
and forms ’ ( brihad ., III-4-7). 

This sub-section closes with two illustrations as to 
the conclusion—that the product is not different from 
the cause: 

19. l 

And like a piece of cloth. 

Threads arranged in a particular manner form the 
product known as cloth, and in this new condition they 
serve particular purposes. Similarly Brahma coming 
into a gross condition is called the universe. 

20. *wr®raroTift: I 

And like prana and its modifications. 

An atom of air ( vayu) enters the body, and 
performing different functions is known by the names 
prana, apdna, vyana, samdna, and udcina. In the same 
way one and the same being is Brahma in the subtle 
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condition, and is the universe in the gross condition, 
appearing as diverse things movable and immovable (1). 


Sub-section 7 

21 . | 

If Brahma be stated to be the other (i.e.), the jiva, 
He will be open to the charge of not having done 
what was good for Himself, and the like. 

This sutra states an objection raised by the 
opponent. It was stated in the preceding sub-section that 
Brahma and the world are one. From this he argues 
that Brahma and the jiva must be one, as stated by the 
texts “ That thou art ( chcindo ., VI-8-7) ; This atma 
is Brahma (brihad , VI-4-5). But as the jiva is known 
to be the seat of endless sufferings of various kinds (2), 
it follows that Brahma has made misery for Himself. 
If He were ignorant or impotent, one can understand 
the position ; but he is stated to be both omniscient and 
omnipotent. How does it happen that He has not made 
a world full of bliss, and that on the other hand He has 
created a world, which is the reverse ? It cannot be 


(1) The first illustration is from the world ; and 
shows that many things assume the condition of oneness \ 
while the second is from the veda, and shows that one thing 
exists in the condition of many. 

(2) Sufferings of various kinds. Those arising from 
the body (adhyatmika), those arising from devas (adhidaivika) 
and those arising from the elements ( Udhibhautika ). 
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maintained that He has done so for mere pleasure ; for 
no one in his senses will cut off his own hand even in 
play. The vedclntin, who asserts that the world and 
Brahma are one, throws overboard the texts showing 
the jiva to be other than Brahma ; for if difference be 
true, then one-ness of Brahma and the world cannot 
also be true. 

2. Bhciskara comes forward with an explanation. 
The texts affirming difference refer to difference created 
by upadhi ; the texts affirming oneness refer to the 
natural no-difference. The opponent replies. You 
should explain whether Brahma, the world-cause, un¬ 
contacted by upadhi , knows the jiva to be not different 
from Himself by nature or not ? If He does not, His 
omniscience disappears ; if He knows, as the jiva is not 
different from Himself, he muse know his suffering to be 
His own suffering ; and the charge that knowing this 
he did not make what was good for Himself, and that 
He made what was not good cannot be escaped 
from. 

3. Sankara next explains. The difference between 
the jiva and Brahma is made by avidya ; and the texts 
affirming difference relate to it. The opponent replies. 
If the avidya be in the jiva, the alternatives mentioned in 
the criticism of Vachaspati's theory hold ; (see the Three 
Tatvas) ; as also the inferences that follow there¬ 
from. If the avidyu be in Brahma, as He shows Himself 
without help, He cannot perceive avidya ; nor evolve the 
world, which can happen only under avidya. Sankara. 

The light is prevented by avidya from appearing. 
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Reply. This will mean that the light disappears ; hence, 
as light alone is Brahma , He will disappear. 

4. Hence the theory that Brahma is the world- 
cause is absurd. 


The next sutra replies : 

22 . 3ipd?% 5 itefjf&UTff I 

But Brahma is other than the jiva ; because diffe¬ 
rence from the jiva is expressly stated. 

Difference from the jiva, who is fit to experience 
suffering arising from the body and the rest. The 
following are the statements: 

Who stands in the utmu, who is within the atma, 
whom the atma does not know, whose body the utmu is, 
and who rules the atma from within, He, the inner rulei, is 
your immortal atma (brihad ., V-7-26) ; meditating on the 
utmu and the Ruler as being separate, one secures the grace 
of the Ruler, and by this means becomes immortal (svetS., 
1-6). He is the ultimate cause who is the lord of the jivas, 
who are the lords of the mind and the senses (Ibid., VI-9)-, 
Of them one eats the ripe fruit; the other does not eat, but 
shines on all sides (Ibid., IV-8); Both are unborn ; but they 
are respectively all-knowing, and ignorant; ruler and 
ruled (Ibid., 1-9); Embraced by the all-knowing Atma 
(brihad., VI-3-21); The all-knowing Atma, having mounted, 
on him (Ibid., VI-3-35) ; From this the owner of maya 
creates this universe ; and in it another is bound, 
deluded by maya (sveta., IV-9) ; He is the lord of matter, 
and of the dwellers in bodies, and the controller of the gunas 
(Ibid., VI-16) ; Who, being Himself eternal, intelligent, and 
one, gives what is desired by those, that are eternal, intelli¬ 
gent, and many (Ibid., VI-13); Who moves within avykta, 
whose body avykta is, whom avykta does not know; who 
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moves within akshara, whose body akshara is, whom 
akshara does not know, He, the inner Ruler of all beings, is 
free from karma, dwells in the highest heaven, has a shining 
body, and has no equal or superior, He is Narayana (suba). 

2.3 aurora: 1 

It is inappropriate for the jiva to be Brahma ; as 
inappropriate as for a stone and the like to be 
Brahma. 

A stone, a bit of fuel, a pot-shred, a blade of grass 
and other non-intelligent objects can never be identical 
with Brahma ; for they are very inferior things, and 
the seats of ever-occurring changes; while Brahma is 
without change of substance, the enemy of all blemishes, 
the one seat of good qualities, different from everything 
else, the possessor of unlimited jn&na and bliss and 
the lord of diverse and endless objects under His control. 
The inappropriateness is equally great in the case of the 
jiva too, who is fit to experience endless misery and is 
like a glow-worm ; while Brahma is as stated above the 
enemy of all blemishes and is the seat of endless good 
qualities immeasurably high. Wherever a word deno¬ 
ting a jiva is put in apposition with the term Brahma , 
the identity should be explained as in sutra, 1-4-22. The 
jiva is a body of Brahma as stated by the text ‘ Whose 
body the atma is, and Brahma is his atma for that 
reason. Hence the words in apposition denote Brahma 
appearing as the jiva. Hence there is no conflict with 
the statement of difference ; on the other hand it explains 
it. The conclusion reached in the preceding sub-section 
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refers to the oneness of Brahma and the world, under¬ 
standing each of these terms to mean an aggregate 
made of Brahma, the jivas and matter. The aggregate 
in a subtle condition is Brahma , and the same in the 
gross condition is the world ; and as the former evolves 
as the latter, Brahma, the cause, and the world, the 
product, are said to be one. The nature of matter is 
to change ; of the jiva to suffer ; and of Brahma to be 
the seat of good qualities ; they remain without being 
confounded. In this view conflict with any vedic text 
is avoided. Even in the condition of oneness stated 
in ‘ Before creation, my dear, this was Sat only ; one 
only ’ matter and jivas existed as the body of Brahma, 
but in a subtle form. This must be admitted on the 
authority of sutras 34 and 35 infra. The absence of 
diversity is explained by the absence of names and 
forms. 

Criticism. Others explain sutra 22 differently, as 
referring to the condition of the jiva himself, when he 
is freed from avidya. Nothing stated here will fit in 
with their view ; for in the jiva in that condition the 
following attributes do not exist—omniscience ; being 
the highest ruler ; being the cause of all objects ; being 
the atma of all ; the controlling of all ; and the like. It 
was by this feature that the difference of Brahma from 
the jiva was proved by the texts quoted. But in the 
view of these commentators all these are made by avidya. 
Sankara—Is war a under the influence of avidya differs 
from the jiva , as the shell-silver differs from silver, and 
this is proved. Reply. This is not what the author of 
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the sutras proves by this sutra ; for at the outset he 
announced that enquiry into Brahma should be made ; 
he has shown that the upanishads prove Him to be the 
cause of the world’s evolution and the rest; and what 
he does in this place is to answer the objections that the 
conclusion established conflicts with smritis and is oppos¬ 
ed to valid arguments. The sutra therefore does not 
deal with difference made by avidya. 

Sutras 8 and 9 of this section (sub-section 3 supra) 
repeat what is settled in this sub-section ; what was 
done in that sub-section was merely to show that the 
relation of cause and product may subsist between 
dissimilar things. The seventh sutra repeats what was 
settled in sub-section 6; the reconciliation of texts 
affirming difference and no-difference is made in this 
sub-section. 


Sub-section 8 

24. I 

If it be contended, No ; as a maker is seen to work 
with instruments,” the reply is “ No. He evolves 
like milk.” 

It has been established that the highest Atma may 
be the atma of all, and at the same time different from 
every thing else. It will now be shown that by mere 
will He may create the world of diversity ; for He has 
an unfailing will. 
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In the world persons, capable of making this thing 
or that, are seen to require the necessary instruments. 
Though they have the capacity, they utilise some 
instruments, and only then are they seen to make 
products. Those, that have not the capacity, are unable 
to make them, though they have all the instruments. 
Those, that are capable, make them utilising the instru¬ 
ments. This is the only difference. This fact must 
apply to Brahma also. Though omnipotent, he could 
not have created the universe for want of the necessary 
instruments (1). That He was without them follows 
from the statement that before creation there was only 
Sat‘l The second part of the sutra furnishes a reply. 
Every thing, capable of producing another thing, does 
not require instruments. Milk, for instance, becomes 
curd, and water freezes; and no instrument is needed 
by either. Similarly, Brahma can evolve as the world 
without any help ; because He is omnipotent. Question. 
Is not a drop of buttermilk dropped into the milk 
to convert it to curd ? Reply. It is not necessary. 
It is done merely to quicken the change, and to 
bring about a particular taste. The sutra has the 
particle hi, which draws attention to a well-known 
fact. It has been put in to show that the objection is 
frivolous. 


(1) Question. How can this doubt arise ? The need 
for instruments is perceived in persons of limited capacities. 
How can this be put forward in the case of the omnipotent 
Brahma ? Reply. The doubt may be felt by some person of 
dull intelligence ; and it is removed by the sutra.. 

62 
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25. vfa | 

And like the devas in their world. 

The devas in their world by mere will create what 
they require. Similarly Brahma creates the whole 
world by mere will. That the devas have got this 
power is known from the veda ; and the same authority 
shows that Brahma can create by mere will. The 
mention of devas is to serve as an illustration, so that 
the point may be easily grasped. 

The following are other illustrations: a piece of 
magnet attracts iron by mere proximity; the spider 
weaves its web ; and seers possessing abnormal powers 
do what they like. Finally—and this the opponent 
must admit—the jiva by mere will moves his limbs. 
Brahma , of whom the universe is a body, can likewise 
bring about what He pleases by mere will. 


Sub-section 9 

26 . qy I 

The whole of Brahma must be expended ; or the texts 
teaching His indivisibility must be ignored. 

Before creation Brahma was one only, that is, He 
did not consist of separable parts (1) ; and could not be 


(1) Before creation, my dear, this was Sat only 
(chando., VI-2-1) ; Before creation, this wa j indeed nothing 
whatever (yajur, ashtaka, II-2-50) ; Before creation this was 
attna only ; one only. 
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divided into Brahma , the jivas and matter. When He 
became many in evolution, it is stated that He became 
ether, air and other non-intelligent products, and also 
sentient beings from the four-faced one to the lowest 
worm. Then one of two things must have happen¬ 
ed—either the whole of Brahma was expended 
in the creation of products; and nothing remains. 
Or He consisted of elements, of which the intelli¬ 
gent element evolved into the beings mentioned ; 
and the non-in mlligent element into ether, air, 
etc. Bat this will be opposed to the teaching of 
indivisibility. 

2. The following explanation may be given. The 
cause was Brahma with the jivas and matter in a subtle 
condition as His body; and the product is the same 
Brahma wnh che same elements in a gross condition. 
This explanation will not do. The atma element also, 
i.e., Brahma, is admitted to have evolved ; and there is 
no escape from the objection. Being indivisible, when 
He became the inner ruler of one product, there would 
be no inner ruler of other products. Nor can it be 
maintained that Brahma not expended in the evolution 
remains. Hence, the theory of evolution of Brahma as 
the world is absurd. 

The next sfitra gives a reply : 

27. sr jRj i 

But because the veda teaches so; and because this 
is a matter to be known only from testimony. 
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There is no absurdity as alleged. The veda teaches 
that Brahma is indivisible, and that from Him this 
world of diversity comes forth. In a matter to be learnt 
from the veda facts must be accepted as stated. Question. 
How can even the veda state what cannot co-exist, like 
the statement ‘ one wets with fire ’. The second part of 
the sutra meets this objection. Brahma , being known 
only from the veda , is unlike everything else ; and one 
may believe that He possesses unique powers; He 
should not be tested by any co-existence that may be 
observed in the world. 

28 . STTrnft % ! 

Similarly in regard to the jioa too. The powers of 
different things are, as is well-known, different. 

The opponent seeks to fasten on one thing the 
peculiarities observed in an entirely different thing. If 
this attempt be permitted, then the attributes observed 
in matter, a jar for instance, may be looked for in the 
jiva, who is of an entirely different nature, and who is 
eternal ; and it may be stated that like the jar he is 
also perishable. But this is not so; because their 
natures are different. This is stated in the second part 
of the sutra. Fire and water differ from one another ; 
and their attributes—heat and cold—are peculiar 
to them. Similarly, in Brahma who is different 
from things seen in the world, powers not observ¬ 
ed in them exist by thousands. This is stated by 
Parclsara — 
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Brahma being without the qualities satva, rajas , and 
tamas, being full of everything that one may need, not being 
subject to karma , and being unfit to be connected therewith, 
how is it admitted that He created the world and the like. 

This question being put from what is seen in the 
world, the following reply was given— 

The capacities of all objects cannot be perceived from 
the sources from which they are known. Hence Brahma 
has capacities pertaining to His nature, that are utilised in 
creation, as fire has the capacity to heat (vishnu, 
1-3-1. 2 and 3). 

The veda, too has this text— 

Where was the forest, what was the tree from which 
Brahma made heaven and earth ? Oh, wise men, what was 
the instrument which He, who supports the worlds, used ; 
ask, considering with your mind. 

The reply was 

Brahma was the forest, Brahma was the wood, from 
which He made heaven and earth ; you wise men, I say 
this to you having decided with my mind ; Brahma bearing 
the worlds used Brahma (i.e., Himself) ( yajur , ashtaka, 
8-76 and 77). 

The objection made from what is seen in the world 
cannot come down on Brahma , who is an unique 
Being. 

29. | 

And because the opponent’s theory is faulty. 

Pradhana (matter), which is the final cause on the 
opponent’s theory, is not different from things seen in 
the world; and the arguments drawn from observation 
may be applied to it. Pradhana is indivisible ; how can 
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it evolve into mahat and other products and begin to 
make the world of diversity ? Sankhya —It consists of three 
elements— satva, rajas and tamos. Question. Is pra- 
dhana a group of the three elements, or a product made 
of them ? In the latter alternative, there will be conflict 
with your theory that pradhana is the ultimate cause ; 
and conflict with the number of the tatvas that you 
accept. In the former alternative, as the three elements 
are indivisible, and as products are formed by the 
accretion of a portion of one thing to a portion of 
another, they cannot by coming together produce any 
gross substance. The same impossibility will be found 
on the other theory, that atoms are the final cause ; for, 
they are indivisible, and have no sides like finite things, 
to which they can attach themselves. The union may 
take place either by one atom attaching itself to one 
side of another atom or by becoming one with the other 
completely. The former is not possible as the atoms 
are not many-sided. In the latter case the coming out 
of a gross thing is impossible. 

30. HmhfiT V I 

And Brahma possesses every power. And this the 
veda teaches. 

His power is said to be superior, to be of many 
kinds, and to pertain to His nature ; also His capacity to 
know (jnana), to support and to create and destroy ( sveta ., 
VI-8) ; He is free from karma, free from old age, death, 
grief, hunger and thirst. Showing thus that He is an 
unique Being, the upanishad states that He has an un¬ 
failing will (chUndo „ VII-1-5); see also Ibid., III-14-2. 
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31 . ! 

-o 

If it be contended ‘ No; because He is without 
senses or organs of action,’’ the reply is This has 
been answered.” 

The following objection is raised : There is a text 
that states that Brahma has no senses or organs of 
action. “ He has no body and no organs ” (sveta., VI-8). 
Though He is an unique being and omnipotent, 
yet for want of the organs of action He cannot 
begin any work. The second part of the sutra 
states that the answer to this objection was given in 
sutras 27 and 28 ; and this is also what the upanishads 
say— 

He sees, but has no eye ; He hears, but has no 
ear; He goes and he takes, but has no hands or feet 
(sveta, III-19). 

The unique Being known only from the veda is 
competent to do everything even in the absence of 
the necessary instruments. 

Sub-section 10 

32. q t 

No; because there must be a purpose for the 
evolution. 

Though Brahma, being an unique Being, has the 
capacity to do everything, and can therefore Him¬ 
self create the world of diversity, yet He cannot 
be the cause; for there must be a purpose for 
such creation. A person consciously begins a work 
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either for himself or for another. Now, Brahma 
cannot work for Himself ; for He has by nature what¬ 
ever one may desire ; and there is nothing, which He 
has not and which He has to gain by the evolution. 
Nor can He be said to work for others. Being 
Himself full, He must work for others merely from a 
desire to benefit them. How can He, being full of 
mercy, create a world so full of endless misery of many 
kinds arising from residence in a womb, with old age, 
death, and hell. On the other hand one, that is actuated 
by mercy would make a world full of happiness alone. 
Hence, having no purpose to serve, Brahma could not 
have been the world-cause. 

To this objection the next sutra replies: 

33. 5 I 

But mere amusement as in the world. 

In the world kings, who rule over earth consisting 
of the seven islands, and who possess power in full, 
are seen to play with balls for mere amusement. So 
does Brahma for no purpose other than amusement 
only create, sustain and destroy the world with His 
mere will. He is said to be full of objects of desire. 
This means that when He wishes a thing, it is attained ; 
not that everything is ever present. 

34. B I 

No partiality or cruelty ; because reference was 
made (to the karma of individuals) ; and it is so 
stated. 
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The world contains numerous differences. There 
is first the broad distinction of jivas into devas, men, 
brute creation and the vegetable kingdom. Next, 
among men themselves some are high ; others are low ; 
and others still occupy a middle position. This reveals 
partiality. Because intense suffering is caused to most 
persons, Brahma must be devoid of mercy. To this 
objection the sutra replies—no ; there is neither partiality 
nor cruelty. Brahma is the common cause ; but the 
differences are due to the karmas of the individuals. 
And this is stated by the upayiishads. 

One that did good deeds attains a good body ; one that 
did evil deeds attains a bad body. One does good deeds, having 
done good deeds in the past; one does evil deeds, having 
done evil deeds in the past ( hrihad VI-4-5). This is also 
stated in the vish/ui pur an a,. ‘ In the creation of products He 
is only the nimitta ; for the principal cause is the kartnas 
of those that are created. Leaving out the mere nimitta, 
nothing whatever is needed ; each object becomes an object 
from its karma ’ (1-4-52). 

35. ^iqjqcTPq^ | 

If it be contended “ No karma. ; because Brahm a 
alone existed then,” the reply is “ No; because 
the jivas and their karmas have had no beginning ; 
And the existence of one being only (in spite of 
this fact) can be explained ; and their pre¬ 
existence is taught.” 

It was stated in the preceding sutra that in the 
creation of differences reference was made to the 
karmas of individuals. The opponent states that before 
evolution commenced there were no jivas ; for the text 

(53 
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‘ Before creation, my dear, this was Sat only ’ states 
that there was no division and therefore there were no 
pre-existing karmas. How tan it be said that the 
differences in creation were due to karmas ? This 
objection is stated in the first part of the sutra , and is 
refuted in the second part. If jivas existed at the 
beginning, how can this fact be reconciled with the 
remark that only Sat remained then ? Thus—the jivas 
were then without name and form, and were so subtle 
that they could not be described' as separate from 
Brahma even as His body. If this explanation be not 
accented, this undesirable result will happen. Some 
persons would lose the benefit of what they have done, 
and others would reap what they have not sown. That 
jivas have had no beginning is known from the 
following text: 

He, who is fit to become all-knowing, is not born, 
nor does he die (hatha, II-18). 

That evolutions follow one another in a stream, and 
that this stream has had no beginning is stated in the 
texi. “The creator made the sun and the moon, 
as before” (nara., 1-38). The text—“Then this was 
avytlkrita indeed ; the same by itself was made into the 
universe possessing diverse names and forms ” (brihad., 
III-4-7) teaches that merely the making of names and 
forms took place, and that the jivas themselves were not 
made. This is also stated in the bhagavad-gita. Matter 
and the jiva —know both to have been without a 
beginning (13-19). Hence Brahma alone was the 
world-cause; for He is an unique Being; He is 
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omnipotent; His purpose is mere amusement ; and He 
created differences in accordance with the jivas' karmas. 

36. 1 

And because all the attributes would be appropriate 
(only on the theory that Brahma is the cause). 

All the attributes pertaining to the world-cause 
described already and to be described as inapplicable to 
the pradhtina of the sankhya and to the atoms of the 
vaiseshika and others are applicable to Brahma. He 
alone is therefore the world-cause. This sutra concludes 
the reply to the opponents’ objections. 





CHAPTER II 
SECTION II 

WE have established Brahma as the cause of the 
evolution, sustenance and dissolution of the universe ; 
we have also answered the objections raised by 
opponents. In order to strengthen the theory of evolu¬ 
tion from Brahma , rival theories not based on the veda 
will now be examined, and refuted. Otherwise, persons 
of dull intelligence, not knowing that they are based on 
specious arguments, might regard them as supported by 
proper authority, and their regard for the theory based 
on the veda might suffer diminution. Hence, for the 
purpose of refuting those theories this section is begun. 
The scinkhya's theory of evolution is first taken up ; for 
it accepts the sat-kcirya theory, and enumerates twenty- 
four tatvas or substances, as the upanishads do; and 
there is therefore greater risk of its being mistaken for 
one of the accepted systems. 

Sub -section 1 

From sub-section 5 of chapter I, section 1, the 
sdnkhya has been with us; but it was only shown 
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hitherto that vedic texts do not state his theory. That 
theory is now examined. There is therefore no room 
for thinking that there is repetition. 

This is connected with the name of the sage 
Kapila, and enumerates twenty-five tatvas or substances. 
The first is mula-prakriti or pradhana, consisting of 
three substances known as satva, rajas and tamas. They 
are so subtle that they cannot be perceived by the 
senses ; but they can be described and distinguished one 
from another only from the effects which they produce. 
Satva is light, enables one to see correctly, and con¬ 
duces to pleasure. Rajas is ever restless, supports things 
and leads to pain. And tamas is heavy, conceals the 
true nature of things and brings about misconception. 
These three are substances, but not qualities, as taught 
by the upanishads. In the cosmic condition of general 
rest the three substances were well-balanced, no one of 
them being more or less than the others ; and in this 
condition the aggregate was known as prakriti. It is 
described as being one, all-pervading, and eternal, and 
as devoid of intelligence. It is ever changing and 
exists for the enjoyment of jivas, and helps them to 
obtain release from bondage. It is the final cause of 
the universe ; for it is not itself evolved from anything 
else. From this prakriti twenty-three substances came 
forth by evolution, seven of which in their turn produced 
other substances. They are known as mahat, ahamkara, 
and the five tanm&tras connected with the five elements 
known, for want of better terms, as ether, air, fire, 
water and earth. Ahamkara exists in three forms. 
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which are respectively known as satva, rajas , and tamas. 
The five senses of perception, the five organs of action, 
and the mind came forth from the satva variety ; 
and the five tanmatras , which produced the five ele¬ 
ments, from the tamas variety, the third variety 
co-operating with the others in the formation of their 
products. From these sixteen products nothing else 
comes forth. The twenty-four substances enumerated 
constituted matter in its var ious forms. The twenty- 
fifth is the group of jivas, who are not subject to any 
change. They are not evolved from anything else, and 
nothing else evolves from them. They are eternal and 
all-pervading ; and the jiva in one body differs from the 
jivas in other bodies. They are mere chit , which means 
that they are shining substances. An earthen jar, for 
instance, standing in a dark place, cannot make itself 
known ; and it needs a light to show its existence. On 
the other hand a light needs no such help. Similarly, 
the jiva makes himself known without the intervention 
of anything else. He is therefore said to be jnana. 
The term * mere ’ in the expression ‘ mere chit' conveys 
the idea that he is not a knower, i.e., that he is not 
the seat of the attribute known a^ jnana. He is also 
devoid of the capacity to act, and does not experience 
pleasure or pain. Yet owing to the presence of the 
body in proximity to himself, the jiva from ignorance 
of the real nature of things mistakes the activity of 
the matter in the form of his body as his own, and 
fancies that he himself is the actor or enjoyer, as one 
perceives the red colour of a japa flower in a crystal 
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placed by its side. From this misconception results his 
bondage; and release is obtained from the perception of 
the truth. The sankhya denies the existence of an all¬ 
controlling being. 

2. These things the sankhya proves by sense 
perception, inference and agama ( Kapila's smriti ). 
In regard to the tatvas, which he proves by sense per¬ 
ception, there is not much room for difference of 
opinion (1). As to the agama it may be taken to have 
been rejected by the first chapter of the purva inlmamM 
(Intro., para 10) ; for it is based on the knowledge of one 
that was not all-knowing. The inference that pradhana 
alone is the world-cause is refuted here. This will be in 
effect the refutation of the whole of the sankya's theory, 

3. This is what the sankhya states : The whole of 
the universe must have had a single cause. This view 
must be accepted. To assume that it has come forth 
from several causes would never lead to a definite 
result. Take, for instance, a piece of cloth. It is made 
up of a number of threads, each thread being contacted 
on one side by one side of another. Each of these 
threads was similarly produced from its parts; and 


(1) There is difference of opinion on one point only. 
In the teaching of the upanishads each element evolves 
from the preceding one through an intermediate condition 
known as tanmatra. Earth comes forth from water through 
the gandha tanmatra ; water from fire through the rasa 
tanmutru ; fire from air through the rupa tanmatra ; air 
from ether through the sparsa tanmatra ; and ether from 
aliamkara through the sabda tanmatra. In the sunkhya's 
theory all the tanmatras come directly from ahamkara. 
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each of these parts again form its component elements. 
Arguing in this manner, one arrives at the atoms 
(parama a-nu) ; as he should proceed from the known 
to the unknown, he must presume that the atoms them¬ 
selves are made up of parts ; and that each part of each 
atom is similarly made up of its own parts. To assume 
that atoms do not consist of parts would not be correct; 
for then one atom should be in contact with the whole 
of another atom; and a thing possessing extension 
would not emerge. Thus no finality can be reached. 
It must therefore be assumed that the universe has 
come forth from a single cause, which is capable of 
endless transformations, without at the same time 
losing its own svarupa. This single cause is pradhana, 
in which satvn, rajas and tamas are in the same pro¬ 
portion. This result is reached as shown below: The 
universe is constituted of parts, each differing from the 
others and is therefore a product. Being a product, 
it must have come forth from a cause possessing the 
same nature as itself. This is what is seen in the 
world. Every product comes forth from a cause similar 
in nature to itself, and it is dissolved in the same. An 
earthen jar has been made from a lump of clay, and 
a crown from gold. Now the universe is full of 
pleasure, pain and misconception, which are the effects 
respectively of satva, rajas and tamas. These three 
elements must therefore have produced the world. 
In the causal condition, or the condition of rest, 
there is no activity; and in the active or mani¬ 
fested condition, one or another of these three 
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elements ever predominates over the others. It may 
therefore be inferred that in the former condition the 
three causes were in equipoise. The three elements in 
equipoise are known as pradhana, which is therefore 
the ultimate cause. It is appropriate that this should 
be so; for it exists in every place and at all times. 
Its products like mahat and ahamkara, being limited, 
cannot transform themselves into the universe. This 
theory is refuted in the next sutra. 

1. rercigqqftSI JTTjJRH I 

Pradhana is not the cause : because creation is not 
possible ; and action being possible (only under 
direction). 

The theory of evolution is not sound ; for pradhana 
is non-intelligent, and is not directed by one, that 
knows its nature. Whatever answers this description 
produces no effect, like mere timber in the making of 
a car or of a palace ; and this is seen in the world. 
On the other hand, it is perceived that non-intelligent 
matter, when directed by one that knows its nature, 
begins to produce a product. 

2. Sankhya. —What is found in a product is seen 
to be the cause, like the earth found in a jar. Similarly, 
satva, rajas and tamas are found in the products of 
evolution through the effects, which they produce ; and 
they must be the cause of evolution. Reply. The argu¬ 
ment is faulty. Put in logical form the argument is 
this— satva and the rest are the world-cause ; for they 
are found in the products. This hetu- being found in a 
product—is seen in the quality white and the jati cow 

64 
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in an animal of this class, which is a product ; but they 
are not causes. Hence, the hetu is not found only 
where the s&dhya exists. 

3. The opponent replies.—Reference was made not 
to a quality or jati, but to a substance ; and gold, which 
is found in an ear-ring, is its cause. Satva and the rest 
are substances, and being found in products, must be the 
cause. Reply. This explanation does not help ; for satva , 
rajas and tamas are attributes of substances, but are not 
themselves substances. They are the attributes of earth 
and other elements and make them appear light or 
heavy and the like ; nor are they seen in products as 
substances as gold is so found. They are well-known as 
attributes alone. 

4. The argument, that to attain finality a single 
cause should be found, also fails ; for satva and the rest 
are not one, but many ; and it was stated that when 
equally balanced they constituted pradhana. It will be 
futile to look for finality by assuming that they are 
unlimited ; for then they would be all-pervading, and 
no one of them could predominate over the others, and 
no evolution could take place. To bring about evolution 
they must be limited. 


The opponent cites cases in which direction by an 
intelligent person is not clearly perceived : 

2. I 

If it be said ‘ like milk and water,’ the reply is ‘ there 
also ’ (the question is under consideration). 
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The conclusion reached in the preceding sutra is 
not sound. Milk, for instance, changing into curd, does 
not require any help from anyone from the first motion 
to the completion of the product through the inter¬ 
mediate changes ; and rain water, which is of one taste, 
is of itself converted into the juices of cocoanut, palmyra, 
mango, woodapple, margosa and tamarind fruits. 
Similarly, pradhana, being an ever-changing substance, 
and undergoing like transformations in the condition of 
rest, undergoes unlike changes in evolution brought 
about by the predominence of one or another of the 
gunas ; but never needs any direction. This argument 
is stated in the sutra and is refuted. In sutra 24 of the 
preceding section the example of milk was cited ; but 
the object was to show that there was no need for any 
instrument to produce the change ; but not to deny the 
need for direction. For Brahma is present in it as 
stated in the text ‘ Who stands in water ’ (brihad., V-7-8). 

3. sq^T^W^T^rSTTc! ! 

And because if direction be not needed, the condition 
of rest cannot be reached. 

If pradhana is directed by Brahma, it is possible for 
it to be successively in the conditions of rest and 
activity, and to evolve into diverse products; but not 
otherwise ; for He has an unfailing will. The opponent 
states that on the theory of direction also there are diffi¬ 
culties. Why does Brahma direct the evolution of pra¬ 
dhana ? He has everything that one may desire ; He is 
full ; His bliss is infinite ; He is free from imperfections ; 
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and He is unfit to be connected with them. If 
he created differences, He would be charged with want 
of mercy. There is therefore objection on each side. 
His attention being drawn to the replies given in the 
last preceding sub-section, he turns round and asks 
again if karmas in the form of good and bad deeds of 
jivas bring about evolution and cosmic rest, why is an 
Isvara required to direct ? Pradhana itself influenced by 
karma in the form of good or bad deeds may change so 
as to give to each the fruits of his own karma. Food 
and drink polluted with poison bring on death ; while 
helped by particular medicines they conduce to good- 
health. Hence the distinction between evolution and 
cosmic rest, the creation of differences, and the bondage 
of some by prakriti and its being the means to release 
are all appropriate in pradhana , which has the capacity 
to change in all possible ways. Reply. The objection 
reveals ignorance of the nature of good and bad deeds. 
What are good deeds and what are bad deeds are known 
only from the sastra ; and the sastra is the veda , which 
has had no beginning or end, which has come down 
without a break from teacher to student, and which is 
therefore free from the touch of imperfections character¬ 
ising statements made by any one. And they are 
stated to be the worship of the highest Atma or the 
reverse ; and according as He is pleased or displeased, 
one is happy or miserable (I). 


(1) This is stated by Dramida —’ In order to attain 
fruits men wish to please Atma with karmas ; He being 
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There can be no charge of partiality, if the facts be 
known. The highest Atma has divided karma into two 
varieties—good and bad ; He gives to all jivas bodies 
and instruments suitable to doing them and power to 
use them at pleasure ; He gives them the veda to know 
His will ; and to enable them to carry it out, He enters 
into them as their inner ruler, and co-operates with 
them. The jivas, having received their bodies and in¬ 
struments and therewith the power to control them and 
being supported by Him, of their own choice do good 
and bad deeds ; and are rewarded or punished according 
to their deserts. There is therefore no room to object 
that the jiva has no free-will. Nor can the highest 
Atma be charged with being devoid of mercy, Mercy 
means inability to see another suffering, and a desire to 
remove the suffering without an eye to one’s own good. 
If it be shown to one, that is determined to disobey 
Him, it will not be a merit; on the other hand it will 
be regarded as impotency. To punish such a person— 


pleased is competent to yield the fruits. This is the arrange¬ 
ment stated by the veda.' Similarly, the veda states—‘ The 
supporter of the universe receives as His own worship the 
deeds of many kinds done or being done under the injunc¬ 
tions of the veda and smritis ’ (nkra., 1-1-6) ; bhagavad-gltd, 

‘ He reaches the goal, who worships with his own karma 
that Being, from whom all that exists comes forth, by whom 
they exist and by whom they act, and by whom all this 
world is pervaded ’; “ I ever throw into the wombs of per¬ 
sons of asura nature those that hate me, those that put 
forward specious arguments to show that I do not exist, 
those that knowing me do not yet approach me and those 
that do not know that I exist ” (XVIII-46, and XVT-19)- 
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this alone is a good thing; otherwise to put down an 
enemy must be treated as a fault. When an offender 
gives up the idea of disobedience, with this alone the 
highest Atma is pleased, excuses the numberless sins 
committed by him in countless world-ages, and of 
such a nature as cannot be put up with, and Himself 
makes efforts to bestow on him indescribable bliss (1). 


In sutra 2 an example given to show that pradhana 
could evolve without direction was rejected. In the 
next two sutras other examples are similarly treated : 
First, the grass consumed and the water drunk by a 
cow change of themselves into milk. Pradhana may 
evolve likewise. Here there is no question of direction 
t>y a person that wills. Mere proximity to a jiva suffices ; 
for even when the cow sleeps, the conversion of the grass 
and water into milk goes on uninterruptedly. It cannot 
be urged that this case also is included in the enquiry ; 
for when the effect can be produced without conscious 
direction, to assume its existence is not legitimate. To 
this the sutra replies : 

4. 3Fq5?TNTqif B I 

Not like grass and water; because it does not occur 
elsewhere. 


(1) This is stated in the bhagavad-gita •—‘ To those, that 
wishing to be ever with me meditate on me, I give with 
love that buddhi, with which they will reach Me. To favour 
them I remain as the subject of their thoughts and with the 
bright lamp of knowledge I destroy the darkness born of 
past karma’ (X-10 and 11). 
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This example does not apply ; for grass and water 
undirected by an intelligent Being do not change into 
milk. This is seen in the case of a bull. If the 
opponent’s contention were valid, the grass and water 
too consumed by the bull or rejected by it would be 
converted to milk ; but this conversion does not take 
place. Hence, it is the highest Atma that wills the 
conversion in the case of the cow. What was stated in 
sutra 2 supra is further explained here ; the object being 
to point out a case in which a change does not take 
place when it is not directed. 

5. fiftwrfq i 

If it be said “ Like a person or a magnet,” the reply 
is “ (Not) even there ”. 

Two other examples are stated here. Helped by 
a lame man, who is able to see, a blind man, 
who can walk, acts. By proximity to a magnet 
a piece of iron is moved. Similarly by the co-opera¬ 
tion of pradhana and jiva the world evolves. The 
jiva is jnana , but does not act; while pradhana 
cannot see, but can act. To this contention the sutra 
replies. These examples do not help. The lame man 
sees the road and directs ; and the blind man understands 
his directions and acts. But the jiva of the sankhya 
cannot act and cannot therefore direct pradhana. And 
pradhana, being non-intelligent, cannot receive any 
direction and act. Nor does the jiva approach pradhana 
like the magnet ; for as already stated he does not act. 
If it be said that being present everywhere, he need not 
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approach, then by his proximity, which ever exists, 
evolution must be eternal, and there will be no period 
of rest. The jiva, being ever free, there will be no 
bondage and no release. 

6. i 

And because it is not possible to attain predominence. 

In the condition of cosmic rest all the three 
substances— satva, rajas and iamas —are in equipoise ; 
and unless this is disturbed, and one or another of 
them predominates, there can be no evolution ; for so 
states the sclnlchya . If the disturbance could take place 
without direction from an intelligent being, evolution 
would be eternal (1). 

7. aFWgfRd 5 ! ^ I 

In inferring differently too ; the capacity to know 
being wanting. 

If the opponent should say— 1 1 will give up these 
arguments, which are shown to be unsound, and adopt 
another and better inference, and prove that pradhana 
can evolve without guidance,’ the reply is that the same 
faults must recur ; for pradhana has not the capacity 
to know. 

8 . | 

Because even admitting its possibility, there will 
be no use. 


(1) Taking this sutra and the third sutra together, it 
will be seen that pradhana left to itself must be either in the 
condition of change or in the condition of rest, and will be 
powerless to go from one condition to another. 
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Assume that you can establish your point as 
proposed. Even then it will serve no purpose. Accord¬ 
ing to your theory pradhana serves for the enjoyment of 
the jiva and helps his release. But the jiva is mere 
chit ; he does not act; he does not undergo any change ; 
he is pure, and for that very reason he is ever free. It 
is not possible for him to see pradhana and derive 
enjoyment ; and as there is no bondage, there is no need 
for release. If nevertheless he experiences pleasure and 
pain by the proximity of pradhana, as this proximity 
ever exists, he can never be released, 

9. I 

And because it is full of inconsistencies, it is not a 
sound theory. 

The sdnkhya states that prakrit i (matter) exists for 
another, i.e., for the jiva ; it must therefore be an object 
that can be seen, and that can yield enjoyment; and 
the jiva must be one that sees, directs and derives 
enjoyment. In the same breath he states that he is ever 
without change, and that he is mere chit ; hence he 
cannot act ; for action is change of condition ; and he 
cannot see, direct and enjoy. Here is a contradiction. 

Sankhya. There is really no contradiction. Prakriti 
being in the presence ( sannidhi ) of the jiva, there is 
mutual adhyasa that is, the activity of matter is 
perceived in the jiva, and his intelligence in matter ; and 
this is misconception. Hence the jiva sees, directs and 
enjoys, though in reality he is without change and 
does not act. 

65 
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Reply. This explanation is untenable. Adhy&sa is 
the perception by an intelligent person of the attribute 
of one object in a different object. This perception is a 
change of condition, and is not possible in one that 
never changes. Nor is it possible in matter; for this 
perception is an attribute of an intelligent person ; and 
matter possesses no intelligence. 

Sdnkhya. The mere existence of matter in the 
presence of the jiva will suffice. He need not see it. 

Reply. This also is untenable, for the same 
reason, i.e., as he never changes. If nevertheless 
adhyasa can take place, it must ever occur. That 
presence (sannidhi) cannot help has been already stated 
(vide sutra 10 of the preceding section). 

2. Another contradiction. The sdnkhya states that 
matter is the means by which the jiva attains release ; 
and also that he is ever free. Hence what is bound, 
adopts the means to release and attains release is matter 
alone. If the latter statement be correct, how can 
matter be said to serve the jiva ? 

3. A -still further contradiction. Matter is said to 
withdra w from sight the moment it is seen by a jiva in 
its true nature, thinking 1 I have been seen’. This is 
unsound. The jiva being ever free, and never changing, 
never sees matter ; nor can matter see itself, being with¬ 
out intelligence ; and cannot think ‘ I have been seen ’. 

Sdnkhya. Mere presence ( sannidhi) is perception. 

Reply. As the presence ever exists, matter must 
be ever perceived ; and it cannot be said to withdraw 
from sight. 
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Sdnkhya. There is a presence ( sannidhi ) other than 
the substance of matter, which newly comes into 
existence. 

Reply. Even this is not possible in one that never 
changes. Further, if perception in the form of presence 
be the means to release, the same must be the means to 
bondage also ; and bondage and release will ever 
happen. 

Sdnkhya. Misperception is the means to bondage ; 
the perception of an object as it is is the means to release. 

Reply. Both kinds of perception do not differ from 
the presence ; and both bondage and release will ever 
happen. If the presence be not permanent, but newly 
comes into existence, we ask what is its cause. If you 
mention something as the cause, we ask again what is 
the cause of that cause ; and this will lead to the ad 
infinitum difficulty. 

Sdnkhya. The mere existence of matter is the 
presence. 

Reply. Then as matter is eternal, bondage ana 
release will ever occur. Hence owing to these and 
other contradictions, the sdnkhya's theory is unsound. 


Criticism. The objections urged apply with greater 
force to Sankara's theory ; for his Brahma , like the jiva 
of the sdnkhya , is kutastha, i.e.. He never changes; 
He is ever nir-visesha, self-proved and mere chit. Hence 
he cannot see avidya, and adhyasa will not be possible. 
There is this difference. In order to limit birth and 
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death to particular individuals, the sctnkhya accepts the 
view that the jivas are many ; but this is not accepted 
by Sankara. Hence if one person dies, all others must 
cease to exist at the same time ; but this is not in 
accordance with facts. 

Sankara. In the stinkhya's theory prakriti and 
bodies made of it, are real; but in my theory prakriti 
and the bodies made of it are all unreal. Hence one 
jiva will suffice. 

Reply. Whether prakriti be real or not, a Being 
that never changes, that is mere chit and shines without 
help, cannot see anything other than himself. If matter 
be unreal, its first perception and the subsequent nulli¬ 
fication of the perception being accepted, the absurdity 
is still greater. In the theory of BhUskara too contact 
of Brahma with upSdhis will be impossible, as He is of 
this nature (1) and the theory is therefore unsound. 


Sub-section 2 

We stated that the sankhya's theory was untenable, 
as it is based on specious arguments, and as it is full of 
contradictions. We proceed to show in this sub-section 
that the vaiseshika's theory of evolution from atoms is 
also untenable. 

This is based on the sittras of Kanada. It recognises 
the existence of the five elements, earth, water, fire, air 

(1) Is of this nature —is ever without change. To 
contact an upadhi is a change, and it is therefore impossible. 
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and ether, all of which except the last are formed each 
from its own atoms ( parama anu). Ether is one and 
indivisible ; it is eternal and pervades all space. The 
mind is atomic, and is eternal, each jiva being furnished 
with a mind to serve him as an instrument of know¬ 
ledge. The senses of perception—those perceiving 
smell, taste, colour and touch—are products respectively 
of the four elements, earth, water, fire and air ; and 
they do not come from the subtlest variety of ahamkara 
as in the s&nkhya’s theory. The sense of hearing is 
the ether itself limited by one’s ear. The vaiseshika 
does not recognise the existence of mcihat, aham¬ 
kara, the five tanmatras and the organs of action. 
The evolution of earth, water, fire and air from 
their atoms proceeds on this plan. Two atoms unite 
and form two-atom compounds ; and three of these 
compounds unite together to form what is known as 
tryanuka (three two-atom compounds). From these 
secondary compounds the elements are formed by aggre¬ 
gation. The atoms move towards one another and form 
compounds prompted by adfishtam. The jivas do karmas 
(action) to procure fruits of various kinds. And as the 
karmas disappear quickly, something relatively perma¬ 
nent is needed to intervene between them and the fruits, 
and to wait till the time for yielding them arrives. This 
something is known as adrishtam (unseen) ; and it is 
recognised by the mlmamsaka also under the designation 
of apurva (new). The same need does not arise in the 
vedanta, as there is Isvara, who sees the karma of each 
and gives him its fruit. Now, as evolution is for the 
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benefit of the jiva, his adrishtams move the atoms to 
form compounds of various kinds and furnish him with 
a body. The sankhya's criticism of the evolution of the 
universe from atoms is recognised ; and to avoid the 
difficulty pointed out, it is assumed that the atoms are 
eternal, indivisible and without parts. 

This theory is criticised in the next sutra : 

10 . | 

Like the evolution of tryanuka from dvyanuka and of 
dvyanuka from pararnCitiu, the rest of the theory is 
unsound. 

The siitra assumes that this theory is untenable, 
and proceeds to state that other minor items of this 
theory are also untenable. First, as to the theory of 
evolution itself. It is seen in the world that a number 
of threads uniting with one another yield the product— 
a piece of cloth. This union is brought about by one 
side of a thread being joined to one side of another 
thread, and in this it is implied that each thread has 
six sides. The formation of compounds from atoms 
must proceed on the same plan, and it must be assumed 
that atoms also have six sides. Otherwise, being 
indivisible, one cannot be united to another to form a 
compound of any size ; and from even a thousand atoms 
a compound exceeding one atom in size cannot emerge (1) 

(l) This needs explanation. When several parts are 
put together to form a whole, each part is in contact with 
another, the place of contact being a portion of the part. If 
atoms unite to form compounds, one atom must contact 
another at a portion of its surface. But being indivisible, it 
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Hence, evolution would be impossible. If it be 
admitted that atoms also have six sides, they must 
consist of parts, each of which is made up of similar 
parts; and these again must be similarly produced. 
Proceeding in this manner, there will be no end. The 
theory therefore fails. 

2. The subject of atoms should be examined a 
little further. Both the mlmdmsaka and the vedantin 
recognise the existence of atoms as the smallest unit of 
extension ; and their atoms are the small specks of dust 
seen flying about in a bundle of sun-beams, which 
stream into a dark room through a window. The 
vaiseshika goes further and sub-divides each of these 
atoms into dvyanuka or two-atom compounds, and each 
of these again into parama anus. This sub-division 
rests on this inference, viz., the atom seen in the sun’s 
rays is made up of parts ; for it is a substance seen by 
the eye, like a jar. He requires an ultimate cause, that 
does not consist of parts. His parama anu is not made 
up of parts and is indivisible ; but this has nowhere been 
seen. In making an assumption one should be guided 
by what one actually sees. As a theory of atoms this 
is cumbersome, as it assumes two kinds of smaller atoms, 


cannot do so ; and must contact it throughout its surface. 
Then the two atoms will cover the same space as one atom. 
This objection is disregarded in cases in which the contact 
of an indivisible object with objects consisting of parts is 
accepted on proper authority. But when the vaiseshika puts 
forward a theory based on mere speculation, the objection 
may be legitimately urged. His assumption of the existence 
of parama anu is of this character. 
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while the atoms seen in the sunbeams suffice for all 
purposes. 

3. Vaiseshika. A mustard seed and a hill differ from 
each other by the small or large number of their parts ; 
and if the smallest atom should consist of number¬ 
less parts, there would be no difference between the 
seed and hill, as each will consist of numberless parts. 
Hence, some limit to the smallness of size must be 
accepted. Reply. If the smallest atoms do not consist of 
parts, there will be no objects exceeding the smallest 
atom in size ; and the mustard seed and hill will not 
exist. Further, though the mustard seed and hill con¬ 
sist of numberless parts, there is a difference between 
them. The mustard seed has numberless parts no doubt; 
but the hill consists of numberless parts of the size of the 
mustard seed, each of which consists of endless parts. 
Again, a fortnight and a month consist each of number¬ 
less parts; and yet even you must admit that they 
differ. You recognise jati as being found in all the 
individuals of a class ; and though the members of each 
class are numberless, yet you recognise a higher and a 
lower jati, the jati in jars being the lower and the 
jati in the element earth being the higher ; and these 
jatis are therefore different. 

Vaiseshika. What shall we do ? Reply. Accept 
the theory taught in the upanishads. 

Criticism. This siitra has been interpreted by others 
as refuting an objection to the theory of evolution of the 
world from Brahma. This is unsound, and will be a 
repetition. The objections raised by several opponents 
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were answered in the preceding section ; and their 
theories are now refuted in this section. That evolution 
of the world from an intelligent Being is possible was 
proved in sub-section 3 of that section. 


What are the other things that are unsound in this 
theory ? The author proceeds to point them out. 

11 . B I 

In either view there will be no motion of atoms 
(towards one another); hence no formation of com¬ 
pounds of atoms. 

In this theory the atoms should move towards one 
another ; this motion leads to the union of two atoms ; 
these compounds form other compounds ; in this manner 
the world is formed. The question is—how is the first 
motion in each atom caused. The vaiseshika states that 
this is caused by adrishtam. Now 7 the adrishtam must 
be in the atom or in the jiva ; and the sutra states that 
in neither case will there be motion. 

2. Being generated by the jivas' good and bad 
deeds, the adrishtams cannot be in parama arm. If 
they were, they must ever lead to creation. The 
adrishtams in the jiva cannot bring about motion in the 
parama anu. If the adrishtams in the jiva move the 
parama anus through the jiva, who contacts them, then 
the stream of adrishtams being permanent, therp must 

be creation at all times. 

66 
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Vaiseshika. Adrishtams must mature before they 
yield their fruits. Now some adrishtams yield their 
fruits at once; some in another life; and some in 
another kalpa (world-age). Hence there is no risk of 
eternal creation. Reply. To bring about the creation 
of the world at the same time, it must be assumed that 
all the adrishtams of all the jivas mature at the same 
moment, and that this maturing is of the same kind. 
This is, however, an impossible task. The jivas are 
numberless; each produces numerous adrishtams by 
actions of various kinds ; and they do not act in concert 
or at the same moment. It cannot therefore be imagined 
that all these adrishtams mature at the same moment, 
and that the matured fruits all tend to creation. For 
the same reason the dissolution of the world at the same 
time, and the waiting of the adrishtams to mature till 
the life-time of Brahma , the creative agent, comes to end 
are also out of the question. 

Vaiseshika. Isvara's will gives a capacity to the 
adrishtams , and they join together and cause motion in 
the parama anus. Reply. The existence of Isvara in 
your theory rests on mere inference. It has been shown 
in chapter I, section 1, sub-section 3 that the inference 
fails. Hence your theory of evolution of the world 
from the motion in parama anus fails (1). 


(l) If the adrishtam can create the world, there is 
no need for an Isvara ; and the attempt to prove His ex¬ 
istence by inference will be useless. Vaiseshika. The 
adrishtams, being non-intelligent, must be moved by an 
effort of Isvara. Reply. This effort being non-intelligent. 
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12. UIJ^TS^rfF-IU: | 

And because samavaya is accepted; as the same 
reason applies; and as there will be want of 
finality. 

The oaiseshika states that samavUya (1) exists and 
that it is eternal. It is the relation of the whole to its 
parts, of a substance to its attributes or actions, of an 
individual of a class to the generic character. Its 


another effort will be needed to move it; this will need 
another and so on ad infinitum. Vaiseshika. The first effort 
of Isvara will suffice. Reply. We plead that similarly the 
adrishfams of the jiva will suffice, though non-intelligent; 
an Isvara is not needed. 

(1) The vaiseshika enumerates six things in addition 
to substances ( dravya ), viz., guna (quality), karma (action), 
jtiti, samavaya, visesha and abhuva (non-existence). Of these 
juti is stated to be one, to be eternal and to be found in all 
the members of a class ; such is the peculiar feature of the 
class ; but juti is considered to be different from it. In 
criticising Sankara's theory in the ‘ Three Tatvas ’ it is 
shown that the assumption of juti, which is not perceived 
by any one, is unnecessary, and that whatever purpose is to 
be served by juti will be served by the peculiar feature of 
the class. Samavaya is dealt with here- Visesha is an 
attribute that is found in the parama anus and serves to 
distinguish one parama anu from another. It is not perceiv¬ 
ed ; and the assumption of its existence rests on the same 
ground as the assumption of samavaya. It fails for the 
same reason. Abhuva was referred to under sutra. 18 of chap¬ 
ter II, section 1 (page 481), and it was shown that such a 
thing as abhuva does not exist. The result is that there are 
on:y three classes— -dravya, guna and karma ; as the last two 
are aspects of dravya, the only proper division is into dravya 
and what is not dravya. This is the division adopted by 
Sri Desika in the nyilya siddhanjana. 



524 


SRI BHASHYAM [CHAP. II, SEC. 2 


existence is assumed in order to explain why two parti¬ 
cular things are always found together, one resting on 
the other and qualifying it. The same need exists for 
explaining why this samavaya is found in the things to 
which it is related ; and a second samavaya must be 
assumed to satisfy this need ; this will lead to a third 
one and so on ad infinitum. 

Vaiseshika. It is the nature of samavcLya to be 
always found with another ; there is therefore no need 
for a second samavaya. Reply. It is the nature of 
qualities and actions to be always found with substances, 
and of jati to be always found in individuals of a class. 
Why should the existence of an unknown thing as sama- 
vdya be assumed, and why should it be then stated that 
such and such is its nature ? The assumption of a new 
thing is cumbersome and unwarranted. 


The objection pointed out is found in samavaya 
whether it is eternal or not. If it be eternal, there is 
another objection, which is stated in the next sutra : 

13. Riqirf | 

And because (what is connected with samavaya ) 
must be eternal alone. 

Samavaya being a relation, if it were eternal as 
alleged, the things with which it is connected, i.e., the 
world, must be eternal also ; and there would be no 
need to prove the existence of Isvara or to assume that 
atoms exist and form the world. 
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14. fqqqqi sstaiff i 

And because atoms are said to possess colour and 
other attributes ; the reverse of what is intended ; 
being so seen. 

The atoms (parama anu) are of four classes corres¬ 
ponding to the elements earth, water, fire and air, and 
are said to possess the attributes smell, taste, colour and 
touch. They are at the same time described as being 
eternal, subtle, and indivisible. But this description 
cannot be correct ; for whatever has colour and the 
other attributes is seen to be perishable and to have 
been made, like a jar, from causes that are similar ; and 
as already stated in making an assumption one should 
proceed on what is seen. Hence it is not possible to 
assume a thing as possessing a particular character that 
appeals to one. 


To ward off this attack it may be stated that the 
view that atoms possess colour and other attributes will 
be abandoned. The next sutra replies : 

i5. 3W4T=3 I 

And because in both ways it is faulty. 

It has been pointed out that the possession of colour 
and other attributes by atoms conflicts with the view 
that they are eternal. Their being devoid of the attri¬ 
butes will conflict with the other view that the colour 
and other attributes of products come from similar attri¬ 
butes of the cause, and the earth and other elements 
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will be without smell, taste, colour and touch. Thus, in 
either way the theory is faulty. 

16. i 

And because it has not been accepted, it should be 
completely ignored. 

In the sankhya theory one or two elements are 
acceptable, like the sat-JcHrya theory ; but in this theory 
of the vaiseshika there is nothing, which those that 
follow the veda can accept (1). 


SUB-SECTION 3 

We have refuted the theory of the vaiseshika that 
the universe comes forth from parama atius. We pass 
on to the saugata, who holds the same theory of evolution. 
There are four schools, which together go by the name 
saugata. The first school, that of the vaibhashika , re¬ 
cognised the reality of the external world, consisting 
of the four elements—earth, water, fire and air—and of 
their compounds. Both the elements and their com¬ 
pounds are aggregates of atoms. The reality of the 
inner world also was recognised, and it consisted of 
streams of perceptions, feelings, or thoughts, in which 
each perception, feeling or thought is followed by a like 

(l) The vaiseshika's views regarding the jiva are 
opposed to the teaching of the upanishads. He regards 
him as jada, i.e as not capable of showing himself without 
help. He is a knower; but his knowledge comes, only 
when he contacts the mind ; jnana is not his inseparable 
attribute. These views are refuted in the next section. 
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perception, feeling or thought. The existence of both 
the worlds might be proved by sense perception and by 
inference. The second school, that of the soutrcmtika, 
held the view that the external world was not capable 
of direct perception, and that its existence was inferred 
from the perceptions which it produced. The third 
school, that of the yogdchara , denied reality to the 
external world. There was nothing outside correspond¬ 
ing to perceptions ; what was perceived by the senses 
was unreal like dream perceptions. All the three 
schools agreed in teaching that everything, which they 
recognised, existed only for a moment, and that it was 
replaced by another thing exactly alike. They denied 
the existence of ether, of the jivas, and of Isvara. The 
last school, that of the mddhyamika, denied the existence 
of everything. 

Vaibhashika and soutrdntika schools. To deal first 
with the two schools which recognised the reality of the 
external world. The following is what they stated: 
The earth-atoms possess colour, taste, touch and smell ; 
the water-atoms exhibit colour, taste and touch ; the 
fire-atoms have only colour and touch ; while touch is 
the only quality of the air-atoms. Each group of atoms 
coming together produces its own element. From these 
elements other aggregates are formed, known as the 
body, the senses, and objects of sense enjoyment. 
Within each body is a stream of perceptions, feelings 
or thoughts, which stream is an apprehending entity, 
and which is the atma of the body. With the agencies 
described all operations in the world proceed. 
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Sutras 17 to 26 demolish the momentary character 
of external objects alleged by the first two schools of 
saugatas: 

17. ftjqifH*. i 

In the aggregates formed by both classes the pro¬ 
duction of the world does not result. 

It is stated that atoms form by aggregation earth 
and other elements ; and that these elements similarly 
form the bodies of jivas, their instruments, and objects 
of sense enjoyment. The sutra states that by the 
aggregates of both kinds the aggregate known as the 
world cannot be formed. For the atoms and the ele¬ 
ments are held to have a momentary existence only. 
The following questions rise to one’s lips. The atoms 
and the elements, which perish in a moment—when 
do they begin to unite ; when do they unite ; when do 
they become objects of perception ; and when do they 
become fit to be taken up or thrown away ? Which 
knower— citma touches what object; what object does he 
know and when ; and who takes up what object per¬ 
ceived, and when ? On this theory he that has touched 
an object has disappeared ; and the object touched has 
gone; similarly, he that has seen an object is no 
more, as also what has been seen. How can one know 
what has been touched by another ; and how can one 
take up what another has known ? The saugata explains : 
Each stream of momentary objects is one. Reply. This 
will not help, so long as you do not admit that there is 
some one other than the streams, who is permanent 
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and connected with each of the streams. Also, per¬ 
ceptions—individual perceptions or streams of perceptions 
—are not the atma. The atmn is the ‘ 1 ’ and is the 
knower. 

18. BWBTTlfafafTcgTcf 1 

If it be said “ As each produces another, what has 
been stated is appropriate,” the reply is ‘ No; 
because they are not the cause of aggregation/ 

The saugata offers an explanation. Though all 
objects are momentary, yet avidya will show all 
this to be appropriate. Avidya is misconception, i.e., 
the thought that a thing is permanent, eternal, and 
pleasant, while it is momentary, perishable and 
unpleasant. This produces desire and aversion ; 
from this the shining of the chitta (mind) takes 
place; from this again come thoughts and their 
products and earth and other products possessing 
colour ; from them mind and the five senses ; from them 
bodies ; from them experience of pleasure and pain and 
the rest. Then follow avidya and the rest in the same 
order, like a wheel turning round and round, and this 
has had no beginning. What has been described cannot 
take place without the aggregates—the elements and 
their products. The siitra states this explanation, and 
then replies: Avidya and the rest cannot keep the 
elements and their products in the condition of 
aggregation. The notion that shell-silver is silver does 
not make two pieces of shell-silver aggregate. Further, 
as he, that has the avidya, and regards a momentary 
thing as permanent, perishes that moment, who is it 
67 
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that is the seat of desire and aversion ? So long as you 
do not accept a permanent being, who is the seat of 
desire and aversion, as long will you be unable to 
maintain that these feelings continue. 

19. ^ | 

And because when the succeeding thing comes into 
existence, the preceding one disappears. 

This is another reason for the universe not coming 
into existence on the saugata's theory. In a stream of 
jars, each of which exists for one moment only, when 
the jar of one moment appears, the jar of the preceding 
moment has gone ; and it cannot be the cause of the 
appearance of that jar. What is its cause? It cannot 
be non-existence ( abhava ); for then everything may 
appear at every place and at every moment. Next, it 
cannot be existence of the jar in the preceding moment; 
for then the jar of the preceding moment may cause the 
appearance in the succeeding moment of objects 
in the three worlds, as a cow, a buffalo, a horse, 
a wall, a stone and the like. Next, it cannot be 
the existence of a like object in the preceding moment; 
for then the jar of one moment may cause the 
appearance of all the jars in all places. Next, it 
cannot be maintained that the existence of a jar of 
one moment causes the appearance of one jar only ; for 
then it cannot be known which appears out of those in 
all places. If the reply be—the jar that appears in the 
place, where the jar of the preceding moment stood, is 
produced by the jar, it will be an admission that that 
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place is not momentary. Further, it cannot be known 
that a jar stood at a particular place ; for after the eye 
is turned to the jar, it disappears before it can 
be known. 

20. arufa qjrrqqtpypj! | 

In the absence of the preceding thing there would 
be conflict with (the xaugata’s) statement; otherwise 
both would be seen at the same time. 

In the preceding sutra one absurdity was pointed 
out, and here others are mentioned. It was stated that 
in the absence of the preceding thing the succeeding 
one cannot appear. If it appeared in the absence of a 
cause, everything may be produced everywhere and at 
every moment. This is not the only difficulty. The 
saugata states that four things are necessary for 
perception, of which the object to be perceived is one ; 
and this implies that the object remains for one moment 
after the eye is turned towards it. If it does not (and 
it cannot remain on this theory), then there will be 
conflict with the statement. To ward off this attack, 
if it be assumed that, while the jar of one moment 
remains, the jar of the next moment appears, then both 
the jars, one of which is the cause and the other is the 
product, should appear at the same time ; but this is not 
seen. And the theory of momentariness will be 
abandoned. To obviate this last objection, if it be 
stated that an object is seen at the same moment at 
which the eye is turned towards it. the relation of cause 
and effect will cease, as the effect should follow 
the cause. 
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Neither variety of destruction can happen ; because 
the substance remains. 

In the two preceding sutras the creation of an 
object out of nothing was disproved ; and in this sutra 
it is shown that an existing object cannot be completely 
annihilated. The saugata distinguishes between two 
kinds of destruction—the gross one, which all can see, 
when a jar is destroyed by the fall of a hammer upon it; 
and in which the stream of like substances comes to an 
end ; and the subtle one alleged by him, which takes 
place every moment in a stream of like substances, and 
which cannot be seen. The sutra states that neither of 
them can happen; for an existing object cannot be 
completely annihilated. The creation and destruction 
of an object mean only change of condition of an 
existing substance ; and the substance itself, capable of 
this change, is one and is indestructible. This was 
established in chapter II, section 1, sub-section 6. 

Saugata. When a lamp is extinguished, complete 
destruction is observed ; and it may be presumed that 
the same thing happens in other cases also. Reply. In jars 
and cups, which are broken, and cease to exist as jars 
and cups, the earth, of which they were made, is per¬ 
ceived to continue ; and it is decided that the destruction 
of an existing substance is merely a change of its con¬ 
dition. This conclusion is extended to the case of the 
lamp ; and it is inferred that the flame of the lamp has 
assumed another condition, which being subtle cannot 
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be perceived by the naked eye. In the case of the jars 
and cups the recognition of the continuance of the 
earth not being nullified, its suppression is not legiti¬ 
mate. For one should proceed from the known to the 
assumption of what is unknown, and not ignore the 
known. 

22. 3W41 ^ I 

And because in both ways the theory is faulty. 

The saugata's position disproved in the last three 
sutras is that creation is possible out of nothing, and 
that what has been created may become nothing. From 
this position absurd results follow. What is made out of 
nothing must be nothing; for the cause and product 
should be similar, like a jar and a lump of earth, or a 
crown and a piece of gold. The universe should there¬ 
fore be nothing ; but this is not perceived by any one, 
nor is it admitted by the saugata himself. Next, after 
one moment the whole world would be nothing ; and if 
it comes into existence again, it would be nothing as 
just stated. 

23. stt^t^T | 

And in regard to the element ether (the theory is 
faulty ; for) no difference (in perception). 

This question of the existence of the element ether 
comes in incidentally ; for it is regarded as non-existent 
by the saugata along with the others ; and this view is 
now refuted. Like earth and other elements, which are 
admitted to be positive substances, the element ether 
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(akasa ) is perceived, and this perception is not subse¬ 
quently nullified. And it is thus perceived—‘ There 
the hawk falls ; here the vulture ’; and ether is the 
place where these birds fall. The existence of the 
element ether is thus recognised. Objection. Ether is 
the non-existence ( abhava ) of the elements—earth, water, 
fire and air. Reply. This view is incorrect. Non-exist¬ 
ence is of four kinds. When an object is made, there 
was its non-existence before that moment, and when it 
is destroyed, there is after that moment non-existence of 
another kind. After the object is made and before it is 
destroyed, neither variety can exist. Neither can there¬ 
fore be predicated of ether, while these elements exist ; 
and the world will be without ether. The third variety 
occurs when it is said ‘ A is not B ’; and non-existence 
of A is in B, and non-existence of B is in A. Similarly, 
if ether be not the others, this non-existence must be 
in each of the other elements ; but not elsewhere ; but 
it is seen in the interspaces among them. The last 
variety is utter non-existence, which cannot be stated 
while the other elements exist. Hence, the element 
ether is a positive substance. As abhava (non-existence) 
is only change of condition of an existing substance, the 
element ether cannot be mere negation. Though in 
itself it has no colour of its own, and though it is not 
perceptible to the eye, both are facts, as what is seen is 
the element compounded with the others. 

24. | 


And because of recognition. 
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An object seen before is thus recognised—‘ This is 
that only.’ Its existence in two different moments 
proves its permanency. Saugata. The perception of 
oneness is a misconception engendered by likeness 
between two different objects as in the case of the 
flames of a lamp. Reply. This explanation is unten¬ 
able ; for the oneness of the perceiver, who is duped by 
the likeness, is not admitted. It will be no explanation 
to reply that one sees an object to be the object or like 
the object seen by another. The opponent, who refers 
to misconception engendered by likeness, unwittingly 
admits that the same person perceives the object on both 
the occasions. In regard to the flames of a lamp there 
is reason to hold that they are different; but in the case 
of a jar there is no authority to hold that the jar of one 
moment is different from the jar of the next moment. 
If such an authority existed, you may assume that the 
jars of two different moments are recognised as one 
owing to their likeness. 

2. Saugata. I w r ill prove by sense perception and 
inference that jars exist only for a moment. First as to 
sense perception. Here is a jar existing at the present 
moment. Sense perception distinguishes it from the jar 
of the preceding moment and from the jar of the succeed¬ 
ing moment, in the same way as it distinguishes a blue 
thing from a yellow thing. In other words the jar of 
this moment is a different substance from the jar of the 
preceding moment and from the jar of the next moment. 
Next, inference is as follows: A jar exists only for a 
moment; for it has existence, and is capable of doing an 



536 


SRI BHASHYAM [CHAP. II, SEC. 2 


action. What is non-momentary, as the horn of a hare, 
has no existence and is incapable of doing an action. 
Here no example is given of the co-existence of the 
hetu and the sadhya ; but a negative example is stated 
in which the absence of the sadhya is accompanied by 
the absence of the hetu. This raises a presumption that 
where the hetu exists, there the sadhya also is present. 
The example selected is the horn of a hare, which has 
no existence, and which may be said to be anything— 
momentary or non-momentary, and it suits the saugata 
to take the latter view. Again, in a jar which is 
destroyed by the fall of a hammer, its existence at the 
moment is seen and along with it perishability. There¬ 
fore, the jars of the moments preceding the moment of 
destruction were also perishable ; for they were jars 
existing at the moment. 

3. The attempts to prove the momentariness of 
objects in the external world (1) are futile. The differen¬ 
tiation effected by sense perception of an object of the 
present moment from the objects of other moments does 


(1) The saugata appears to have caught the idea of 
momentariness of things from a burning lamp. It is admit¬ 
ted on all hands that though the flame appears to be one, it 
is really a quick succession of many flames, each flame 
being started by the contact of fire with a portion of the 
wick, and going out by the burning up of that portion and 
the consequent cessation of that contact. Owing to the 
rapidity with which each flame is replaced by another, the 
flames of the lamp appear to be one. The saugata's conten¬ 
tion would be that as momentary coming into and going out 
of existence is seen in this case, it may be assumed to exist 
in other cases also. 
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not prove it to be a different object. It shows only its 
connection with the present moment, and does not 
preclude its connection with other moments also. The 
proof by inference fares no better. Two facts were 
adduced in proof of the momentariness of a jar. We 
will use them to show that it is relatively permanent. 
Thus, the jar is permanent; for it exists, and is capable 
of doing an action. What is not permanent does not 
exist, and is incapable of doing an action, as the horn 
of a hare. The fact that an object is capable of doing 
an action proves of itself that it does not exist merely 
for one moment. For a thing that comes into existence 
and disappears the next moment can never do any work. 
It may be noted that the hetu proves the reverse of 
what is intended. The second proof by inference must 
share the same fate. When the jar is destroyed by 
the fall of a hammer, the destruction is brought 
about by a visible cause, and it may be affirmed that 
the jars of the moments preceding the moment of des¬ 
truction remained in the absence of a similar cause of 
destruction. Saugata. The fall of the hammer was not 
the cause of destruction, but it merely started a stream 
of unlike existences in the form of broken pieces. Reply. 
To reach the condition of broken pieces is itself the 
destruction of the jar, as has been shown in sub-section 
6 of chapter II, section 1. Saugata. Destruction is other 
than coming into the condition of broken pieces. Reply. 
The fall of the hammer is the cause of destruction, as it 
follows immediately on the fall of the hammer. This 
is appropriate. 

68 
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4. Hence, by recognition objects are shown to be 
relatively permanent; and this cannot by any means be 
ignored. It shows that an object connected with two 
points of time is one ; to say that it shows something 
else is to assert that the perception of the blue colour, 
for instance, relates to some other colour. Those, that 
assert the existence for a moment only of a person who 
perceives and of the thing perceived, cannot accept 
inference as a source of authority ; for to draw an 
inference one must have perceived the co-existence of 
the hetu and the sadhya and must remember it when he 
sees the hetu in a place; and these things will be 
impossible in their view. Similarly, they cannot say 
‘ This exists for only a moment ’ and then adduce the 
hetu ; for at the very moment, in which he makes the 
statement, he ceases to exist. It is not possible for one 
to complete what another began; for he does not 
know it. 

25. BwmsTtrrmfr i 

What is non-existent cannot be the cause ; for this 
has not been seen. 

Under (1) sutra 19 at the end of the explanation it 
was pointed out that after one’s eye is turned to an object, 
if it disappears, it cannot be known. The soutrantika 
comes forward to dispute the statement. This is what 

(1) Hitherto the views of the vaibhashika and soutran - 
tika, who recognise the existence of the external world, 
were criticised ; and the criticism applies equally to both. 
In this sutra the view of the latter that the external world 
can be known only from inference is dealt with. 
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he states. The non-existence of an object at the moment 
for knowing it does not prevent its being known. To be 
the object of knowing is merely to be the means of know¬ 
ing. Objection. The eye and other senses are the means of 
knowing. Are they the objects known. Saugata. An 
object bestows its character on cognition, and thus causes 
knowledge of itself. This is what I meant. Hence, 
when the object disappears, its previous existence and 
what It was are inferred from its character imparted to 
the knowledge. Here, the yogachdra of the third 
school comes forward with an objection. An outside 
object is not necessary ; for one knowledge imparts its 
character to the next one. The soutrantika replies. 
In a stream of perceptions marked by the blue colour a 
perception marked by the yellow colour cannot find a 
place without the intervention of an yellow object. 
Hence differences in perceptions are brought about by 
the differences in objects themselves. This contention 
of the soutrantika is refuted in the siitra. The parti¬ 
cular character of a perception cannot be the character 
of a,n object that has disappeared and has ceased to 
exist. For, such a thing has not been seen. When an 
object disappears, its attribute cannot be seen in another 
object. A reflection on a mirror subsists only so long 
as an object is present before it: but not after it has 
moved off. Even there it is not the attribute only that 
appears ; the object coo is reflected. Hence the peculiar 
character of a perception imparted to it by an object 
needs the existence of the object at the moment of 
knowing it. 
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26 . Ms: | 

And even to those that sit still fruits -will come on 
this theory. 

This sutra points out one more flaw in the theory 
of both schools. In the world one makes efforts to 
procure a good or avert an evil ; but if everything 
exists only for a moment, and if objects, the efficacy 
imparted to persons, and meditations do not continue in 
succeeding moments, there is nothing to be sought by 
effort. Bence, fruits must come without a cause ; and 
those that sit still may reap the fruits of this world or 
of the next, or even attain final release. 


Sub-section 4 

In this sub-section the view of the third school of 
the saugatas, known as the yogQchara, is dealt with. The 
tenets of this school are that outside objects ha ve no 
existence, and that perceptions alone are real. To these 
remarks certain objections are raised, which the yoga¬ 
chara meets. First objection. One perception is distin¬ 
guished from another by the objects perceived ; how 
can they be denied ? Reply. Perceptions have forms of 
their own, as objects are said to have, and distinguish 
themselves from one another without any outside help. 
The difference among perceptions depends upon vasana, 
which means that one perception perfumes another 
similar perception that follows it, so as to form a 
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stream ; and the perfume of one stream is different from 
that of another. Hence there are streams of percep¬ 
tions differing from one another. Second objection. 
How does the perception of a different kind arise ? 
Reply. The last perception in a stream of perceptions 
gives rise to a different perception ; and it is capable of 
doing so. Third objection. Why is it said that the 
characters of a mustard seed and hill, which are outside, 
appear in the perceptions that are inside ? Reply. Objects 
become fit to be spoken about by the shining of percep¬ 
tions. This must be admitted ; otherwise the distinction 
between what shines without help and what needs help 
will disappear, and in order to shine it must have a form ; 
without a form it cannot shine. There is but one form 
that is seen ; and it. belongs to perception. Its appear¬ 
ance as the form of an outside object is illusion. This 
is proved also by the fact that perception and the 
object are invariably perceived together. Hence, the 
object is not different from the perception (1). 

2. Further the assumption of the existence of 
outside objects is not legitimate. One, that recognises 
their existence, must admit that in the perception of a 
jar the perception has the form of the jar. Forms in 
perceptions being admitted by both sides, while all 
speech is possible with reference to them alone, why 
should outside objects be assumed to exist ? 


(l) When one sees two moons owing to a defect in the 
eye, the two moons are always seen together ; and for this 
reason the second moon does not differ from the other. 
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This view is refuted in the next sutra : 

27. BT'UR l 

No non-existence ; because it is seen. 

To deny the existence of objects other than percep¬ 
tions is not possible ; for perception is seen as possessing 
this character—to make it possible for a knower-afmd to 
speak about a particular object Every one, as is well- 
known, perceives thus—‘ I see a jar ’. This act of 
perception is connected with a person as perceiver and 
with a thing as its object; and it is vivid perception, of 
which all the world is witness. For one with this very 
evidence to allege that perception alone is real must 
expose him to the derision of the whole world. 

2. The opponent’s argument, that perception and 
object being invariably perceived together, the quality 
blue and its perception do not differ, is untenable. It 
conflicts with his own statement; for being together in 
the perception must result from difference in the objects 
seen. The perception makes an object fit to be spoken 
about ; how can it be identical with the object ? 

3. Again, vasana cannot be alleged in regard to 
perceptions, which completely disappear every moment, 
and which therefore do not possess a permanent form 
that may continue in all the perceptions in a stream. 
How can a perception be perfumed by another that has 
disappeared ? 

4. Hence, differences in perceptions are due to 
differences in objects ; and they are brought about by 
the connection of the attribute jnana with objects; and 
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this connection is in the form of contact, as jnana is a 
substance, being an inseparable attribute of a jiva, as 
light is an inseparable attribute of a flame. 


The opponent cites the case of dream perceptions, 
and contends that like them the perceptions of the 
waking condition, which perceptions of the outside 
world are, do not rest on anything. This is refuted in 
the next sutra : 

28 . l 

And not like dream perceptions ; for there is a 
difference. 

Dream perceptions are caused by a drowsy mind, 
and are nullified, when one rises from sleep; while 
perceptions of the waking condition are the reverse. 
Your attempt to prove that knowledge of all kinds is 
without any foundation is futile. For the inference, by 
which this is to be proved, would be of this form— 
‘ knowledge ’ is without foundation ; because it has the 
character of knowledge. Now, the knowledge to be 
obtained from this inference, being covered by the 
general term ‘knowledge,’ must also be without founda¬ 
tion, and would serve no purpose. If to obviate this 
defect, it be thought that it rests on a solid basis, then 
the heta would be found in this knowledge, and the 
sCidhya would be absent from it. Hence, the argument 
would be faulty, as the co-existence of the hetu and 
the scidhya is not invariable. The attempt therefore 
fails. 
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29. h | 

No existence ; because it is not seen. 

Knowledge, not resting on a thing as its object, 
does not exist; for it is nowhere seen, i.e., knowledge 
without a person that knows, and an object known. 
Even dream perceptions do not rest on nothing. What 
is seen in dreams is created by the highest Atma «o as 
to be experienced only by the dreamer and that only for 
the time being. This will be explained in chapter III, 
section 2, sutra 3. 


SUB-SECTION 5 

This sub-section deals with the last school of 
saugatas, that of the mcLdhyamika , whose argument is 
as follows : That the world is a void is the final decision 
of the saugata system. The teaching had to be suited 
to the capacity of students ; and external objects were 
accepted, and the theory of momentariness was added ; 
but as a matter of fact neither knowledge nor the 
external world exists. ‘ There is nothing ’ is the truth, 
and to become nothing is release. Such was the view 
of Buddha. And that is proper ; for nothingness does 
not need any cause to produce it; for it exists of itself. 
It is only for sat (what exists) that a cause should be 
searched. Now, how is sat caused ? The cause cannot 
be anything that exists ; for a jar does not come from a 
lump of earth, as it is, i.e., without its being worked 
up. It cannot be anything that does not exist. When 
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the lump of earth disappears, the jar that comes out 
of nothing must be nothing. Next is sat (what 
exists) made by itself or by another ? It cannot be the 
former alternative ; for then the product would depend 
upon itself as cause ; and it would serve no purpose, as 
it already exists. The latter alternative too will not 
do; for if another can make it, then anything can 
come out of anything else, there being no difference in 
the matter of being another. As nothingness has no 
origin, it is not liable to destruction. Hence nothing¬ 
ness is the truth ; and the notion of origination, destruc¬ 
tion, existence, non-existence and the rest is mere 
illusion. 

Here an objection is raised by Sankara. There 
can be no illusion without a real base on which it rests. 
Hence something must be accepted as real. Reply. 
You accept an illusive world, though the avidyci, which 
causes the illusion, its resting on Brahma, and His 
perception of it are ail unreal, and though it is opposed 
to what happens in cases of illusion (1). Similarly with 
an unreal base illusion may happen. 


(l) In the typical case of illusion—the mistaking of 
shell-silver for silver—the cause is twilight ; it affects the 
shell-silver, and prevents its being clearly seen ; and there 
is also a person who sees and is deluded. In Sankara's 
theory the cause is avidyU, which is unreal ; it cannot 
affect Brahma as alleged, as He is light ( prakasa ) and can 
shine without any heip ; and being destitute of attributes. 
He cannot see. Nevertheless he states that Brahma sees 
an unreal world. It is open to the mUdhyamika to retort 
that if Sankara may disregard the necessary conditions, he 
may also do the same. 
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This theory is refuted in the next sutra: 

30. i 

And because in every way it is inappropriate. 

The nothingness, which you have in view, cannot 
be established, whether we consider the sources 
of authority or what they prove. First, the terms 
‘ exist ’ and ‘ does not exist ’ and the perceptions 
with which they are connected refer only to 
particular conditions of an object that exists. (See 
final decision in chap. II, sec. 1, sub-sec. 6.) Hence, 
when it is stated that nothing exists, it amounts to say¬ 
ing that everything exists ; but in a particular condition. 
Next, the statement that nothing exists is made on some 
authority ; and the reality of that authority is admitted. 
If this be not so, there is no proof; and everything 
is real. 


SUB-SECTION 6 

In this sub-section the theory of the arhata or jaina 
is examined ; for he too states that the world has evolved 
from atoms. Th e jaina states that this world, consisting of 
jivas and what are not jivas, is without a superior Being 
who controls and guides it. There are six classes of 
substances : (i) Pudgala 1 —substances possessing colour, 
smell, taste and touch, and consisting of atoms ( parama 
anu) and of their aggregates—earth, water, fire and air, 

1 The matter in the original is re-arranged and is presented in 
a form in which it can be easily understood. 
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the bodies of living creatures, and places of enjoyment. 
The atoms are not of four classes as in the vaiseshika 
and saugata theories ; they are of one class only, and 
the other elements are formed by change of condition, 
(ii) Ether, which is one and is of infinite extent, (iii) 
Time, which is an atomic substance, helping us to speak 
of the past, the present and the future, (iv) Dharma 
and (v) adharma , which are substances extending every¬ 
where, and which are respectively the cause of motion 
and of immobility, (vi) The jivas, who see, know and 
experience pleasure, and are capable. They are of three 
classes; first, there are those that are bound. What 
bind them are of eight classes. Four of them obstruct 
the appearance of the four qualities that pertain to the 
jivas by nature. The remaining four bring about the 
formation of their bodies, help their continuance, attach 
the jivas to them, and make them experience pleasure 
and pain or feel indifference. Next, there are those that 
do yoga (meditation) and have succeeded in their efforts. 
Lastly, there are those that have become free by the 
disappearance of desire and aversion and have attained 
their true nature. Of the six substances, the atoms 
occupy the smallest extent of space, and ether is of 
infinite extent. The remaining occupy an intermediate 
position, this remark applying to the jivas also. There 
is another classification from the point of view of the 
jiva's release ; (i) jivas ; (ii) whatever serves for their 
enjoyment ; (iii) the senses serving as instruments of 
enjoyment ; (iv) what binds them ; this has been already 
explained ; (v) ascetic practices helping to bring about 
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moksha (release) and to be learnt from the teaching of 
arhat ; (vi) meditation with the senses reduced to 
inactivity ; and (vii) moksha. 

The peculiar feature of this theory is that every 
substance is said to possess contradictory qualities— 
existence and non-existence, permanency and imper- 
manency, oneness and separateness (1). To explain that 
such a thing is possible it is further stated that each 
substance has two aspects—the aspect as substance, and 
the aspect as condition. In the former aspect all objects 
are real, permanent, and one, and in the latter aspect, 
they are the reverse— i.e ., they are unreal, impermanent 
and many. The conditions are said to be existing and 
non-existing. 

This theory is criticised in the next sutra. 

31 . qY.fcqvwmqiq i 

Because they are impossible in the same thing. 

It is not possible for contradictory qualities like 
existence and non-existence to co-exist in one and the 
same object, as impossible as for light and shade to co¬ 
exist. An object, which is in the condition denoted by 
the term exists, cannot at the same time be in the 
reverse condition denoted by the term ‘ does not exist 


(l) The possession of contradictory qualities is justi¬ 
fied, on the plea that all objects exist in seven forms : (i) 
they exist; (ii) they do not exist; (iii) they exist and 
do not exist; (iv) they cannot be described. This last 
feature is added to the first three forms, and we have three 
more classes. 
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For a substance to be the seat of changes known as 
origination and destruction is to be perishable. How 
can the reverse—to be eternal—be found in it ? Being the 
seat of incompatible attributes, like the peculiar charac¬ 
ters of a horse and of a buffalo, constitutes difference 
between two objects ; and oneness is the reverse. How 
can difference and onenesss co-exist in the same thing? 

2. Time appears as an aspect of substances ; and 
it is unnecessary therefore to speak of its separate 
existence or non-existence and the like or to answer 
any objections that may be urged. Question. If time 
be not a separate substance, how shall we explain the 
following statements—I Time exists; time does not 
exist.’ Reply. Jati (the peculiar feature of a class) has 
no separate existence ; and yet we are able to explain 
the statements ‘ jati exists ; jati does not exist ’. The 
same method may be followed. 

3. Question. You reject our view ; yet you state 
that Brahma is one only, and that yet He is everything 
also. Reply. He is all material products and all jivas, 
as they form His bodies; and this is possible, as He is 
all-knowing, and omnipotent, has an unfailing will, and 
is an unique Being. The bodies are entirely different 
from the Citma, ; and their attributes also differ. 

4. The jivas and the other substances that you 
mention are not the conditions of one substance; you 
cannot therefore state that they are one as substance, 
and separate as conditions. Jaina: Each of these six 
substances is one in its own nature as substance, and 
separate in regard to its own conditions. Reply. Then 



550 


SRI BH ASH YAM [CHAP. II, SEC. 2 


this will conflict with your statement that everything is 
everything else ; for no one substance is identical with 
another. The criticism stated in sub-section 2 of the 
evolution of atoms undirected by an all-Ruler applies 
here also. 


In the next three sutras the view that the jiva 
is neither infinite nor atomic, but that he is of middle 
size is refuted : 

32. I 

And on this theory no fullness of the atmii. 

It is stated that the jiva is of the size of his body. 
When one, that was in an elephant’s body, leaves it to 
enter the body of an ant, only a portion can go in, and 
what is in the ant’s body will not be the full Qtma. 


The jaina tries to get over this difficulty by as¬ 
suming that the jiva is capable of contraction and 
expansion, and that by a change of condition the 
whole of him goes in. This explanation is next 
criticised: 

33. ^ xf qqiq^cijftnqi I 

And the difficulty does not disappear even by altera¬ 
tion of condition : because change and the rest 
will result. 

By the term ‘ change ’ reference is made here to 
origination and destruction ; and these carry with them 
existence for a limited period of time and incapacity to 
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know, and to benefit by one’s knowledge. The jiva 
would then be reduced to the condition of an 
earthen jar. 

34. | 

Because the last size remains and both the atma 
and the size are eternal; there is no difference. 

The first portion of the sutrci repeats the jaina’s 
explanation, which is that the natural size of the jiva 
is the last size, i.e., that attained in final release ; that 
this remains, as no more body is taken up; and that 
both the jiva and his size in the condition of release are 
eternal. The second portion of the sutra replies. Then 
this eternal size must have existed before; and the 
view that the jiva is of the size of his body is 
abandoned. 


SUB-SECTION 7 

We have stated that the theories of Kapila, Kanada , 
Sugata and arhata should be ignored by those that 
aspire for release, as they are unsound, and as they are 
not based on the veda. In this sub-section it is 
stated that the agama of Pasupati is opposed to the 
veda , that it is unsound, and that it should therefore 
be ignored : 

35. | 

The agama of Pasupati should not be regarded with 
respect; because it is unsound. 
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There are four schools that follow this agama , and 
all of them describe tatvas and the means for attaining 
the fruits of this world, enjoyment in the other world, 
and final release differently from the veda. They 
distinguish between the material and operative causes 
of the universe, and regard Pasupati as the operative 
cause only. And the practices which they recommend 
conflict with one another and are opposed to the veda. 
The four schools are ; kapCdas, kcdamukhas, pasupatas , 
and sawas. Of them, kdpdlas observe ‘ One, that knows 
the nature of the six mudrikas , and also what 
paramudra is, and meditates on the atma seated in 
bhaga posture, attain bliss ’. A necklace, finger-ring, 
ear-ring, a bead worn on the tuft of hair on the head, 
ashes and the holy thread —these are said to be the 
six mudrikas. “ One whose body wears these is not re¬ 
born here.” The kalamukhas state the following to be 
the means to the attainment of all fruits here or in the 
other world : To eat out of a human skull, to bathe with 
the ashes obtained by cremating corpses, to put it into 
the mouth, to bear a stick, to fill a jar with toddy and 
to worship a devata in it, and the like. The pasupatas 
state that five things should be known for release from 
bondage : (i) karya —the five elements and their attri¬ 
butes—colour and the rest—thus ten tatvas ; (ii) karana, 
the five senses, the five organs of actions, three inner 
senses in the form of the mind, buddhi, and ahamkdra , 
thirteen tatvas; (iii) yoga or meditation; (iv) vidhi. 
which includes the following—to bathe in ashes ; to lie 
down on ashes ; to laugh aloud ; to sing and dance as 



SUB-SEC. 7] 


PASUPATA’S THEORY 


553 


one pleases without reference to the rules laid down 
for them ; to make a sound like the bellowing of a 
hull; (the last four practices should be gone through 
away from the resort of worldly men) ; to recite 
mantras ; to prostrate before a superior being ; to appear 
like one asleep, while being wide awake ; to shake the 
body as if suffering from disease ; to walk limping: to 
indicate on seeing a young and pretty woman that one 
is in love with her ; to act like one without discrimi¬ 
nation, and do what the world will condemn ; and to 
speak incoherently, and (v) complete disappearance of 
suffering ; and the acquisition of the following capa¬ 
cities—to see or hear or touch things that are subtle, 
that are at a distance and that are separated by inter¬ 
vening objects; to go with extreme quickness ; to 
direct all bodies and senses by mere will and without 
any bodily action; and to control everything even 
though the body and senses are inactive (1). In the 
agama of the saivas the following things appear : to 
wear a bracelet of rudrUfcsha round the wrist; to mat 
the hair on the head with a cohesive substance : to use 
a skull; to bathe in ashes; and the like. It is also 
stated that a member of any caste may by a particular 
action become a brolhviana , and may attain the status 
of the last stage of life— 1 By mere entry into dlksha, 
one becomes a brdhrnana in a moment ; by doing the 
knpala-vrata one becomes yati ’ (one that has renounced 
the world). __ 

(1) The pasupata's statement has been added from the 
naya mayukha malika of Appaya Dlkshitar. 

70 
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The sutra condemns this cigama. From sutra 31 
the word na meaning no is brought down. The 
meaning of the sutra is that the view of Pasupati 
should not be respected ; for it is unsound. This arises 
from the fact that each school condemns the others. One 
instance will suffice. Though ashes are used by all, one 
school uses the ashes of the burning ground ; while the 
pas u pat a obtains it by begging in the houses of house¬ 
holders. Pasupati s agama is also opposed to vedic 
teaching in regard to the tatvas , meditation and achara 
(right conduct). The veda, on the other hand, teaches 
that Narayana alone, the highest Brahma , is both the 
material and operative causes of the universe; that 
only meditation on Him is the means to release ; and 
that the help to meditation is the performance of the 
duties prescribed in it for each caste and each stage of 
life (l). And this is different in the Cigama, which must 
therefore be neglected. 


(1) The authority for these statements is the follow¬ 
ing texts: 

(i) As to the highest tatva. —The being stated to be 
the highest Brahma is Narayana ; the highest tatva is 
Narlyana ; the highest fire is Narayana ; the highest atma 
is Narayaya (narii, anu, 11).; He willed ‘ I will become many, 
and to that end I will evolve ’ (chando., VI-2-3) ; He desired 
‘ I will become many ; and to that end I will evolve ’ {ana., 
YI) ; He of himself made Himself. (Ibid., VII.) 

(ii) As to meditation being the only means to 
release. —I meditate on that great Purusha, shining like the 
sun, and having a figure made of a substance other than 
tamas (matter) ipuru) ; meditating on Him here in this 
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2. Opponent. Do not the terras sat, brahma, atma, 
sambhu, siva and others occur in vedic texts ? how can 
Narayana be said to be the highest Atma ? Reply. The 
eleventh anuvdka of taittirlya—narayanam has for its 
special purpose the teaching as to ‘ who is the highest 
devata ’; and it should be followed in understanding other 
vedic texts. In the purva mlmamsa there is the injunction 
—He makes the offering with a jiihu ; it only mentions 
the instrument for making the offering, but not the 
wood of which it should be made. This is done by 
another text ‘ He whose juhv is made of parna wood ’; 
and the first text is understood with reference to the 
second. Similarly certain texts mention various devatas 
—such as prajdpati, siva, indra, akasa and prana —as 
objects to be meditated on; and this is their only 
purpose. But who these devatas are must be ascertained 
from the texts, which have no purpose other than to 
determine the nature of these devatas ; and it is the 
anuvdka referred to ; and it shows that these devatas 
represent Narayana, who is their inner ruler ; and He it 
is that should be meditated on in the form of those 
beings. This point was explained in sub-section 11 of 
chapter I, section 1. The following text from the 
mahopanishad begins with this statement—“ Narayana. 

manner, one becomes immortal; no other path lies to. the 
goal. [Ibid-) Similarly all other vedic texts. 

(iii) As to the helps to the meditation. —Him brah¬ 
man as desire to meditate on by recitation of the veda, by 
yagas, by the making of gifts, by tapas and by fasting. 
(> bjihad VI-4-22) ; Desiring this fruit alone (the highest 
Atma) men renounce the world (Ibid.). 
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alone was ; no Brahma ; no Isclna ” ; and goes on to 
state. “ He found no pleasure in being alone, etc/' 
Narayana mentioned in this creation-text as the world- 
cause is referred to in other creation-texts by the 
general terms sat, brahma, atmcl and others. See note 
on page 51. Hence the highest citmd is Narayana, and 
not Pasupati. 


The next three sutras criticise the view that 
Pasupati is only the operative cause, and that his 
existence can be proved by inference alone. On this 
point most of those that stand outside the vedic fold 
are agreed (1). 

36. aqfagRigq<lTfe} I 

And because direction (of evolution) is not possible. 

Those that depend only on inference should.follow 
what is seen in the world, and regard the maker of the 
world as directing its evolution, as the potter directs the 
evolution of jars from a lump of earth. But unlike the 
potter, Pasupati has no body ; and only those that have 

(1) It is stated that in saiva Ugama the authority of 
the oeda is accepted ; and yet this fact is ignored, and the 
existence of Isvara, is sought to be proved by inference. 
This is probably the reason. If Isvara be accepted as 
taught in the veda, as the world-cause is referred to in 
creation-texts by the term Narayana, and as this name is 
peculiar to Purushottama, He must be accepted as Brahma, 
the world-cause. This conclusion being unwelcome to the 
saiva, the fact is concealed, and recourse is had to proof by 
inference. (Naya mayukha malika.) 
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bodies are seem to be able to direct. Opponent. 
Possession of a body by Isvara must be admitted. Reply. 
No ; if he had a body, it must have consisted of parts ; 
and whether it was perishable or not, there are 
insuperable difficulties, which cannot be got over. See 
chapter I, section 1, sub-section 3. 

37. ffiUTfewi: i 

If it be said ‘ Like (the jiva) directing his instruments,’ 
the reply is— No ’; because enjoyment and the 
rest would follow. 

The opponent states : The jiva experiencing pleasure 
and pain controls his body and instruments without a 
body ; and Isvara may similarly direct the evolution of 
the universe without a body. This explanation is first 
stated in the sutra , and is then refuted. The direction 
by the jiva is for the purpose of experiencing the fruits 
of his past good and bad deeds ; and his power to 
direct comes from his adrishtam in the form of those 
deeds. The same result must apply to Pasupati also, i.e., 
he must be subject to karma and experience its 
fruits. 

38. 31 I 

Liability to destruction and incapacity to know 
everything. 

If Pasupati were subject to karma , the results 
stated in the sutra would also follow. 

In purva mfmamsa, 1-3-2, it was decided that a smriti 
opposed to the veda should be neglected; and this sub¬ 
section would seem to be unnecessary. But the intention 
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is to show that the agama of Pasupati is opposed to the 
veda, and to give the warning that one should not be 
deluded by the mention in it of certain dharmas, that 
are not opposed to the veda. 


Sub-section 8 

The subject of this sub-section is the agama known 
as pancha ratra, which was taught by Ndrayana 
Himself, and which points out the way to the highest 
good. The author of the sutras defends the agama from 
the view that it is on a par with the smfiti of Kapila 
and the rest, and that it should be rejected as 
authority. 

The doubt arises from one or two apparent 
inconsistencies with the veda, which are stated in the 
two following sutras : 

39. 3cqf J -RWIcf ! 

Because origination is not a fact. 

Here is a text: 

From Vasudeva, the highest Brahma, the final cause, 
the jiva, known as Sankarshana is born ; from Sankarshana 
mind, known as Pradyumna, is born ; from him ahamktira, 
known as Aniruddha, is born. 

The mention of the birth of the jiva here is opposed 
to the veda, which states that he is eternal—“ The 
jiva, who is fit to be all-knowing, is not born ; nor does 
he die” ( katha ., 11-18). 
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40. ! 

Nor the instrument from the doer- 

The coming of mind from the jiva is not correct; 
for it comes from the highest Atma. “ From Him come 
forth prana , mind and all the senses ” (munda., II-1-3). 
As the agama teaches what is opposed to the veda, its 
authority is denied. 


The explanation of these inconsistencies is given in 
the next sutra : 

41. | 

As they are the all-knowing cause, the authority of 
the agama is not repudiated. 

The terms sankarshana, pradyumna, and aniruddha 
denote the highest Atma. Vasudeva Himself out of love 
for those that call on Him for help, appears in these 
forms of His own will in order to make it possible for 
them to approach Him. The terms jiva, mind and 
ahamkara denote these Beings, as they control them, as 
akasa and prana denote the highest Atma. There is 
therefore no inconsistency, and no need to question the 
authority of the agama. 

The authority for these statements are the 
following : 

(i! That is an agama, from which comes meditation 
on the Being in four forms as a thing to be done, meditation 
by brU.hmana.fi with the names appropriate to each form, 
and coming to them in the order in which they (the medi¬ 
tators) become fit ( paushkara ) ; 
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(ii) The highest sastra, of large size, gives discrimi¬ 
nation to the brahmanas, who worship the Being bearing 
the names sat, brahma , and vasudeva ; it is Brahma-upani- 
s had (giving instruction about Brahma) ( saivata ); 

(iii) By the worship of Vibhava, Vyuha is reached ; 
by the worship of Vyuha, the highest Brahma known as 
Vasudeva, the subtle form, is reached. 

(iv) Because the unchanging highest Brahma, known 
as Vasudeva, is well attained from this sastra with know¬ 
ledge and karma (paushkara). 

The first text, though intended to explain how 
pclnchardtra came to be known as an Cigama, shows that 
Brahma exists in four forms. The second text states 
that meditation on the four forms is meditation on 
Brahma, known as Vasudeva. In Vasudeva the six 
qualities— jnana, bala and the rest—appear in full; He 
appears as subtle ( sukskma ), vyuha and vibhava. Vibha- 
vas are avatdra forms like Rdma and Krishna ; vyuhas 
are Vasudeva, Samkarshana, Pradyumna, and Ani- 
ruddha ; Sukshma is the highest Brahma, known as 
Vasudeva, and only possessing the six attributes. This 
distinction appears in the third text. Those, that love 
Him, worship one of these forms of Brahma in accord¬ 
ance with their own fitness, and reach Him as stated in 
the last text. 

Thus there is no inconsistency with the veda ; on 
the other hand the agama describes what is stated in 
the vedic text ‘ He is not born ; yet he is born in many 
forms ’ ( puru ). That is, Brahma takes up forms of 
His own will, prompted by love of those that come to 
Him; and this is His birth. Hence the authority of 
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the agami, that elucidates this text, cannot be said to 
be repudiated. 

42. feqfcptem | 

And in the agama itself the origination of the jiva 
is denied. 

The nature of pralcriti is thus described : 

It is without intelligence ; it exists for others ; it 
is eternal; it ever changes ; it has three gunas ; it forms 
the bodies of those that have karma. The connection 
between it and the purusha (jiva) is by his direction of 
prakriti ; for he is without a beginning and without an 
end ; this has been decided to be the truth (parama samhita ). 

The eternal existence of the jiva being similarly 
stated in other samhitas, the origination of the 
jiva is repudiated in the pancharatra agama ; there 
need be no doubt in the matter. References to 
the jiva's birth and death will be explained in the 
next section (sutra 18) so as to agree with vedic 
statements. The jiva's origination being denied even 
there, the doubt as to the authority of the agama 
arising from this is completely removed. 

Further objections . Here is a text from the 
same agama : 

Sundilya, unable to perceive the highest goal from the 
reins and their an gas, learnt the pancharutra. 

This shows that this agama is opposed to the veda. 
Reply. Here the intention was merely to praise the 
agama, not to condemn the veda. Illustration. The 
agnihotra offerings may be made either before or after 

71 
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the sun rises ; and to praise the making of the offerings 
after the sun rises, the making of the offerings before- 
is condemned in the following text: 

Those, that make the agnihotra homa before 
the sun rises, speak untruth every morning ( aitareya 
brahmana). 

Another illustration. In the chandogya , chapter 
VII, considered in chapter I, section 3, sub-section 2, 
N&rada enumerates the branches of learning that he 
had studied, including the four vedas, and observes 
“ I know, revered sir, only the texts, but do not know 
the atmd.." The intention was to praise the vidya taught 
in that chapter, but not to condemn the vidyas taught 
in other places. 

2. Another and a better explanation: Narada 
was unable to perceive the highest tatva taught in all 
the vedas, and their angas , and he therefore applied for 
instruction on the subject. The same explanation 
applies to handily a also. That this is so appears 
from the mention further on of the Being taught in the 
upanishads, viz., Brahma known as Vasudeva. The veda 
being difficult to understand, the teaching of the dgama 
was begun, so that the meaning might be easily known. 
This is stated in the parama samhitd. 

“i have learnt, revered sir, the vedas, their angas, the 
angas of angas, their commentaries, and I have heard from 
my teacher the meaning of the angas along with logic. But 
in ail of them I do not clearly perceive in any place the 
means by which the highest good may be attained.” “ The 
all-knowing Bhagavan Hari took the essence of the vedanta, 



SUB-SEC. 8] DEFENCE OF PANCHARATRA 


563 


and out of mercy towards those that love Him reproduced 
it, so that it might be easily understood.” Clearly—free 
from doubt. 1 

3. Certain commentators have explained the four 
sutras of this sub-section as denying authority in regard 
to certain portions, that in their opinion conflict with 
the veda. Their explanation is not in accordance with 
the wording of the sutras, and is opposed to the intention 
of their author. After writing the sutras , stating the 
rules for the interpretation of the vedcLnta , he wrote the 
mahabharata to elucidate the vedic teaching, a 
voluminous work consisting of a hundred thousand 
grandhas (a grandha is equal to 32 syllables). In a 
portion of this known as moksha dharma he begins with 
this question: 

If the householder, the student of the veda, the 
forest-dweller, or the mendicant desires to attain the highest 
goal, which devata should he worship ? 

He then at grea,t length describes the teaching of 
the pancharatra dgarna, and closes with the following 
remarks: 

Churning with my buddhi the voluminous bharata 
with its hundred thousand grandhas, this has been taken 
out of it, as ghee is taken out of curd. As butter is in 
curd : as the brahma na is among biped animals ; as the 
nrangaka is among the vedas ; as nectar is among herbs 
(this is the best part in the mahabharata) ” ; ' This great 
npanishad, containing the teaching of the four vedas, and 


1 The meaning of the verse is explained in the original with 
many epithets. It is omitted here, as the substance has been 
given. 
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teaching karma yoga and jnana yoga (l), is known as 
pancharatra. This is the good sought by worldly men ; this 
is Brahma ; this is the highest goal; it includes the four 
vedas ; this very teaching will be your guide.” 

In the bhlshma parva also ' By brahmanas, kshatriyas, 
vaisyas, and sudras, bearing His marks, Mudhava (the 
husband of Maha Lakshml) should be served and worshipped, 
following the ritual taught in the Sutvata by Samkarsha.no, ’. 

How can Badarayana, the foremost among those that 
know the veda, after saying all this, condemn the pat vat a 
sdstra [i.e., the pancharatra), which deals with Brahma 
taught by the upanishads, and known as Vasudeva 
and describes how He should be meditated on and 
worshipped ? 

4. One more objection. Here is a verse from the 
same moksha dharma. 

Sunkhya, yoga, pancharatra, the vedas, pUsupata —do 
these point to one thing as the ultimate tatva, or do they 
point to different tatvas ? 

This shows that all these should be treated with 
respect ; but in the sutras the sankhya and yoga smritis 
and pasupata agama are condemned. Pancharatra being 
mentioned along with them should share the same fate. 
Reply. No ; it should not be placed on a par with the 
others. The meaning of the question is : Do they point 
to one tatva or to different tatvas ? In the former case 
what is that one ? In the latter case, the tatvas pointed 
out must be opposed to one another ; and the ultimate 
tatva cannot be all of them ; some one of them must be 

(1) The original has the terms sunkhya and yoga. 
They refer to jnana yoga and karma yoga. Compare with 
bhaguvad-gita I1I-3. 
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accepted. Which is it? The following reply was given. 
“ Know these works to express different views.” It 
was then pointed out that the authors of the sankhya 
and yoga smritis and the pasupata agama were Kapila, 
Hiranyagarbha, and Pasupati respectively ; that the' 
vedas were not made ; and that the “ the author of all 
pancharatra agam.au was Narayana Himself ”. It was 
then added : 

In all these works examining with proper arguments,, 
it will be seen that the ultimate tatva is Naruyaya.” 

The meaning was this: the three works were 
human productions; while the veda, not having been 
made, is free from the touch of misconception and other 
blemishes. These works conflict with one another, 
and teach what is opposed to the perfect veda ; if 
they be understood as they are, they cannot claim 
any authority. If one examines them with the help 
of the arguments stated in the sutras, he will per¬ 
ceive that the pradhana , purusha ( jiva ), Pasupati 
and other tat ms have an existence only as being 
the bodies of Ndrdyana. who is known in the upani- 
shads as Brahma ; Pancharatra (Igama was taught by 
Narayana ; and it describes His nature and the mode 
of meditating on Him. How can anyone regard it as 
being like the other works ? 

5. The same thing is stated in another place in 
the moksha dharma : 

Thus the sankhya , yoga , the veda , and the upanishads 
point to the same tatva and are therefore one work ; and 
this is said to be pancharatra. 
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This means: The twenty-live tatvas mentioned in 
the sankhya smriti, the mode of doing yoya (meditation) 
with its helps in the form of yama, niyama and the rest, 
and the karmas enjoined in the veda are all accepted : 
and they are connected with Brahma thus: The tatvas 
of the sdnkhya are directed by Brahma ; yoga is medita¬ 
tion on Brahma ; and the karmas are the worship of 
Brahma. This is the work done by the upanishads , 
which point out the existence of Brahma , and state 
what He is. The very same thing is elucidated by 
Nardydna Himself, who is no other than Brahma. In 
the mtras themselves what has been condemned is not 
the twenty-five tatvas of the sankhya , but their being 
undirected by Brahma. In the other two works what 
was rejected was the view that Isvara is merely the 
operative cause, the placing of Pasupati above Ndrd- 
yana, and the practices that are opposed to the veda ; 
but the utility of yoga (meditation) and the existence of 
Pasupati were not denied. This conclusion is stated in 
another verse of the moksha dharma. 

Samkhya, yoga , puncharatra, the vedas and pasupata 
—these are authorities in regard to Atma ; they should not 
be nullified with specious arguments. 

This means that only the tatvas mentioned by them 
should be accepted, but that they should not be wholly 
rejected like the works of the saugata and the jaina. 
This verse should be thus understood, so as to agree with 
the conclusion stated in the previous paragraph. 





CHAPTER II 
SECTION 3 

IN the preceding section the theories of the sankhya and 
others, who are outside the vedic fold, were shown to be 
unsound, on the ground that they rested on specious 
arguments, and that they were full of contradictions. 
To show that the theory taught by the upanishads is 
free from contradictions and other blemishes, the mode 
of evolution of the world will be examined in this 
section. The products of evolution will be taken up one 
by one, and shown to have come forth from the highest 
Atma, and directly from Him. 


Sub-section 1 

The first sub-section deals with the element ether. 
The first sutra states the first view : 

1 . 5T PPH#: l 

Ether (akasa) is not produced *, because there is no 
vedic text (stating its having been produced). 

The doubt is whether ether is produced or not. The 
first vieiv is that it is not. 
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Mention would be made of what is possible ; but 
the origination of ether being as impossible as the sky 
to flower, it is not mentioned. For as it does not consist 
of parts, and as it fills all space, its origination, like that 
of the jiva, cannot be explained. Hence in the chan- 
dogya (chapter VI, sec. 2), where evolution is described, 
reference is made only to fire, water and earth as 
having been produced ; and there is no mention of 
ether. 

2. Ojection. Here are some texts : 

From that Atma ether came forth (una., 1-2); From 
Him came forth praija, mind, all the senses, ether, air, fire, 
water and the all-supporting earth ( murjda ., II-1-3). 

Reply. Because they conflict with the reasons 
assigned, they should be regarded as nullified. The 
reasons are non-mention in the chundogya supported by 
argument ; while the texts cited are opposed to the 
argument. 

The next sutra gives the final decision : 

2. stfcci g 1 

The origination of ether does exist. 

The veda teaches what is beyond the senses ; and it 
is therefore competent to state that ether is a product, 
though this cannot be known from other sources. A 
matter known from the veda cannot be set aside by an 
inference with the hetus mentioned. In regard to the 
jiva, his being without parts is not the cause for his not 
being made. This will be shown further on. 
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The opponent disputes the conclusion ; and the next 
sutra states his contention : 

3. | 

(The text as to the production of ether) should be 
understood in a secondary sense ; because it is 
impossible, and because of a text. 

The first thing produced being fire, ether is not a 
product. And there is testimony confirming this pre¬ 
sumption. “ The fluid is air and ether ( antariksha )—this 
is imperishable ” (brihad., IV-3-3). 


Here the opponent anticipates an objection which 
may be urged. In the Unandavalli text but one verb 
sambhutah (came forth) is used, and that in the first 
clause ; in the other clauses it has to be added. The word 
should therefore be understood in the same way. How 
can the same word be understood in its primary sense 
with reference to fire and water, and in a secondary 
sense with reference to ether ? He replies in the next 
sutra: 

4. 1 

It may happen to the same verb; like the word 
brahma. 

The word brahma occurs in a secondary sense, 
meaning matter in the mundaka (1-1-10). “ From Him 

came forth this brahma, name, form and annam ” ; and 
in its primary sense in the preceding verse (1-1-9). 
“ By tapas Brahma evolves.” Here the word brahma 

72 
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is repeated ; bat in the anandavalli text the verb 
sambhutah has to be carried over from the first clause to 
the subsequent ones ; for the clauses run as follows : 

From that Atma came forth ether ; from ether air ; 
from air fire ; from fire water ; from water earth. 

But this makes no difference, as the denotation of 
the word is repeated, as when the word itself is 
repeated. 


The next three sutras reply : 

5. | 

The declaration will not become nil, only when ether 
is not different (from Brahma). 

This attempt of yours to understand the anandavalli 
text in a secondary sense so as to agree with the 
chandogya is futile. For, the latter upanishad itself 
tacitly admits that ether is produced. For, it starts 
with the declaration that by knowing Brahma every¬ 
thing is known. This implies that everything has 
evolved from Brahma, and ether can be no exception. 
It is only then that the declaration may be taken as 
established. 

6. 5F%J-ir: | 

From other texts. 

That as a product ether does not differ from Brahma 
is established from the following texts of the chandogya. 

Before creation, my dear, this was Sat only ; one 
only ; without a second (VI-2-1); All this is identical with 
that (Sat) (VI-8-7). 
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The affirmation that before evolution commenced 
there was only Sat shows that ether did not then exist 
as ether, and that it is a product subsequently formed. 
The express mention in more than one text of ether 
being a product cannot be nullified by the non-mention 
of ether in another text. The mention of the origination 
of fire does not show that ether is not a product. 

7. qmfequi 3 famui I 

And all things being affirmed to be products, the 
evolution of ether (from Brahma) follows ; as in 
the world. 

From the text ‘ All this is identical with that (Sat) ’ 
ether also appears to be a product. When it is said in 
the world, ‘ All these are the sons of devadatta ,’ and 
then some are mentioned as having been born from him, 
it follows that the others not mentioned are also born 
from him. Similarly here also. What then becomes of 
the text “ The fluid is air and ether ( antariksha )—this is 
imperishable ” ? Reply. It must be understood that they 
exist without destruction for a very long time, as the 
devas do (1). 

(1) The objection answered in this sub-section was 
raised by the vaiseshika. His argument is this. Ether is 
not produced ; because it is not made up of parts. The 
reply is that no substance, whether made up of parts or 
not, is merely produced. The substance always exists ; and 
when it changes its condition, and becomes fit to receive a 
new name, it is said to have been made. The opponent 
does admit the coming of things without parts into a new 
condition; e.g., ether is without parts ; and from a condition 
without sound, it comes into a condition in which sound is 
manifested. The jiva also is without parts; and he is 
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8. 531^’cr: i 

This explains that air also is a product. 

The same reasons, as have been urged in the case 
of ether, apply to air also. A different sutra has been 
made as to air, as reference to it is made in a succeed¬ 
ing sutra: 

9. ^dis^qqTi: i 

Being a non-product applies to Sat only ; because it 
is inappropriate in others. 

This follows from the declaration that by knowing 
Brahma everything can be known. Hence every¬ 
thing other than Brahma has evolved from Him. 
The special treatment of ether and air is in illustra¬ 
tion of this fact. Hence, avyakta (matter entering 
on evolution), mahat, ahamhUra, lanmatras and the 
senses—all have evolved. The first two are the first 
and second modifications of matter; and the tanma- 
tras are the stages immediately preceding the evolution 
of the great elements—ether, air, fire, water, earth. 


SUB-SECTION 2 

We have seen that all things other than Brahma 
are products. The next question for consideration is 

according to the opponent without the attribute conscious¬ 
ness ; yet in certain conditions consciousness appears. 
Hence, ether may be produced, and in the vedic texts it is 
enumerated along with other things which are admittedly 
produced. Hence the statement as to its being produced 
cannot be treated as a dead letter ( adhi ., 226). 
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whether each product has come forth from the next 
preceding one without the intervention of Brahma , or 
from Brahma Himself appearing in that form. 

The first three sutras state the first view : 

10. i 

Fire came forth from it (air). So is it stated. 

The statement is “ From air fire ” (ana., 1-2). 

11. suq: | 

Water also from it—(fire). 

‘ From fire water ’ (Ibid.) ; It (fire) created water 
(chando., VI-2-3). 

12. qfqq'l | 

Earth also from it (water). 

From water earth (Ibid.), ‘ That (water) produced 
anna ' (chando., VI-2-4). 


How can the word anna denote earth as presumed 
by this quotation ? The next sutra replies : 

13. I 

From the context; from the reference to colour ; and 
from other texts. 

The context, in which this clause occurs, describes 
the evolution of the great elements ; and the term anna 
must therefore denote earth. Anna is food, and food of 
every kind is produced by earth ; and on the theory 
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that the cause and its product are one, the term anna 
may denote earth. Next, reference is made to colour in 
the following text, which occurs further on : 

The red colour of burning fire is the colour of fire; 
its white colour is the colour of water ; its black colour is 
the colour of anna {chando VI-4-1). 

Here the term anna must denote earth, which is of 
the same kind as fire and water. Lastly, the parallel 
passage of the a?iandavalli has “ From fire water ; from 
water earth ”. 


The opponent concludes with the following re¬ 
marks: The mention of fire, water and earth being 
illustrative, the same reasoning applies to other things 
also, as mahat , and ahamkara. Each product evolves 
from the next preceding one, and there is no objection 
in understanding the texts as they are stated. The 
highest Atma is the cause of all indirectly. 


The final decision is stated in the next sutra : 

14 . 3 ctfgflre: | 

But Brahma alone is the direct cause of every 
product; because of His mark, viz., willing- 

The willing is the willing “ I will become many ”. 
Fire and water are stated to have so willed, and to have 
produced water, and earth. This not being possible to 
non-intelligent things like fire and water, those terms 
denote Brahma appearing as fire and water. The same 
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reasoning applies to all other products. In antaryami 
brUhrnana and subala upanishad it is stated that all 
things are the bodies of Brahma and that He is their 
dtmd (1). 

15. 3 sfflIS?! 3qq?I3 i 

And the different order (of the products) (can be 
explained only by their coming forth) only from 
Him. And this is appropriate. 

A different order is stated in the following text of 
the mundaka, while the correct order of evolution is 
avyakta, mahat , ahavnkara, ether and so on : 

From him came forth prana, mind, all the senses, 
ether, air, fire, water and the all-supporting earth (II-1-3). 

This order will be appropriate only if each product 
came forth from Brahma appearing in the form of the 
next preceding one. If He were only the indirect cause, 
the statement of evolution immediately from Him would 
be nullified, and this mundaka text therefore confirms 
the conclusion in sutra 14. 

16. 3RcRT fqftRPRUT 5fR0T affwiT^frl %5nMrq]<T | 

If it be contended “ Evolution is in the order stated ; 
the mind and senses evolve between prana and the 
elements, because of the mark that they are men¬ 
tioned along with them,” the reply is ’no; 
because of non-difference ’. 


(1) Who stands in earth; Who stands in water; 
Who stands in fire ; Who stands in air ; Who stands in 
ether; and so on. Whose body the earth is ; . . . Whose 

body ahamkara is ; Whose body buddhi is ; Whose body 
avyakta is. 
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The opponent contends that the mundaka text does 
not support the conclusion in sutra 14 as stated above. 
For it lays down the order of evolution. The five ele¬ 
ments are stated here in the same order as in the 
anandnvalli text. Because the mind and the senses (which 
is the meaning of the term vijnana in the sutra) (1) 
are mentioned in the same text along with them, this 
is a sufficient mark for inferring that the senses evolve 
from the mind, and the mind from prana. The sutra 
states this contention, and then gives the reply. 
Because the words “ From Him came forth ” should be 
connected with every product mentioned in the text 
without difference. This would mean that every product 
came directly from Brahma. Hence direct evolution 
from Brahma is what is taught; but not order (2). 
For it would conflict with the order mentioned in 


(1) The term vijnana means the instrument by 
which a thing is known. It therefore means the senses 
here. 

(2) Objection. The two words may be connected with 
every product; but this will not help you. For, the word 
translated by the words ‘ from Him ’ may also mean ‘ from 
it ’; and the word ‘ it ’ may be taken to refer to what 
precedes in each case. Then the first clause would mean 
‘From Him (the highest Atm a) came forth prana' ; the 
second clause ‘ From it (prana) came forth mind ’; the third 
clause from it (mind) came forth all the senses, and so on. 
Reply. This explanation is unsound. First, the same word 
would be understood differently in each case. And this 
would not be legitimate, when it can be taken to mean the 
same thing in all cases. Next, when evolution may be 
understood either directly or indirectly, the former should 
be preferred. 
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another upanishad (1). Hence all products come forth 
from Brahma appearing in the form of avyakta and the 
rest. The words akcisa, v&yu and the rest denote the 
highest Atma, who is the atmQ of these products. 


Here, another objection is raised. If every word 
thus denotes Brahma, then the ordinary meanings of 
words settled by usage will be departed from: This 
is replied to : 

17. i 

When by words ordinarily denoting movable and 
immovable things, those things only are denoted, 
the denotation is incomplete ; for its being com¬ 
plete depends upon the existence of the knowledge 
that those things are the aspects of Brahma. 

Words denote not only those things, but also 
Brahma, who appears as those things. Hence, when 
they denote those things merely, the denotation is, as 
it were, broken. Until one is taught the upanishads, 
he does not know Brahma , whose aspects those things 
are ; for He is not known from the sources of know¬ 
ledge, from which the aspects are known. Words will 
denote Brahma, when it is known that He appears as 
those things, and that they are His aspects. Till then 
worldly men will use words in incomplete senses to 
denote those things merely. 

(1) The earth is dissolved in water. . . . Tamas 

becomes one with the highest Deva (subala). This lays 
down another order. 

73 
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2. Another and better explanation: The words 
“ vyapadeso bhCiktah in the sutra are split up thus: 
vyapadesah abhdktah. The meaning of the sutra will 
then be: When by words ordinarily denoting movable 
and immovable things, Brahma is denoted, the 
denotation is not broken (i.e., it is complete); for their 
capacity to do so comes from the presence of Brahma in 
those things. That Brahma is in every thing is known 
from the text regarding the making of names and forms. 


Sub-section 3 

The next thing taken up for consideration is the 
jiva : Is he made like ether or not ? 

First view. It is declared that by knowing one, 
i.e., Brahma, everything will be known; and this 
will have a meaning, if the jiva also be made. Next, 
it is affirmed that before creation there was only one ; 
and this being Brahma, the jiva could not then have 
existed. Lastly, there are the following texts which 
state that like ether the jiva also was made : 

From whom the producer ( prakriti) of the world 
was born, He created the jivas along with water (i.e., with 
the elements) and sent them to earth (nara., 1-4); Praja- 
pati created prajus (i.e., jivas ); All these beings, my 
dear, have their root in Sat (chando., VI-8-7). From 
whom these beings are born (brigu., I-l). 

As the creation of the world is thus stated, the 
creation of the jivas included in the world follows. 
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Objection. How can this be. The jiva is stated to 
be Brahma ; and Brahma is eternal. Hence, the jiva 
must be eternal. 

Reply. Ether and the rest are said to be Brahma 
in the texts—All this is identical with that (Sat) ; All 
this indeed is Brahma. They also will become eternal 
in your views. This has been shown to be not the case- 

Final decision. This is stated in the sutra: 

18 . ?ucfii rU'R: i 

The ntma is not produced ; because such is the vedic 
statement; and because he is stated by them to be 
eternal, also. 

The statement is “The jiva, who is fit to become 
all-knowing, is not born, nor does he die ” ( katha., 11-18); 
There are two unborn; they are respectively all¬ 
knowing and ignorant (sveta., 1-9). His being 
eternal is also stated: “ Him, who being eternal, intelli¬ 
gent, and one, gives what is desired to those that are 
eternal, intelligent and many ( atmas ) (katha., V-13) ; 
He is unborn ; undying; ever-existing and ancient; 
he is not killed, when the body is killed ” (katha., 11-18). 

2. Objection. If the jiva be not produced, how is the 
declaration explained that by knowing Brahma, the 
cause, everything, which is a product, is known ? Reply. 
Thus: The jiva also is a product ; and the product and 
cause are not different. 

Objection again. Then you admit that he is 
produced like ether and the rest. Reply. No ; a thing 
becomes a product by a change of condition, and this 
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applies to th e jiva as to other things. But there is this 
difference between him and ether. The latter changes 
its condition to such an extent, that it is regarded as 
another substance and receives a new name. The 
jiva is not subject to a change of this kind ; his changes 
of condition being merely the expansion and con¬ 
traction of his attribute jncina. 

3. This needs explanation. The upanishads teach 
the existence of three tatvas with natures different from 
one another—that which is an object of enjoyment, the 
enjoyer, and one that controls both. They deny in 
regard to the enjoyer origination similar to what occurs 
in objects of enjoyment, and affirm that he is eternal. 
They deny in regard to the controller origination of the 
kind found in objects of enjoyment, and being the seat 
of undesirable things as the enjoyer is. They describe 
the controller to be eternal, to be free from blemishes, 
to be ever all-knowing, to have an unfailing will, to be 
the lord of the lords of the senses ( jivas ), and to be the 
lord of all. They state also that in all conditions jims 
and matter are His bodies, and that He is their citma,. 
He therefore ever appears as jivas and material products. 
At one time these bodies of Brahma become so subtle 
that they cannot be spoken of as separate from Him. 
Brahma appearing in the forms of jivas and matter in 
this condition is in the causal condition. At another 
time the bodies of Brahma become gross; they 
appear in diverse forms and receive diverse names. 
Brahma appearing in the forms of jivas and matter 
in this condition is in the evolved condition. When 
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He changes from the former to the latter condi¬ 
tion, the matter-element, which was without sound 
and other attributes, changes in its substance, and 
becomes possessed of sound and other attributes, 
in order that it may become objects of enjoyment. 
The jiva-elewant undergoes changes in its attribute 
jnana, which expands in such a manner, that he may 
experience the fruits of karma. The controller-element 
also changes His condition, being now clothed in the 
other elements in this condition. This change from 
one condition to another is common to all the three 
elements. 

4. The texts quoted in the first view and in para 
1 of the final decision may now be reconciled. The 
statement that by knowing one thing all things will be 
known, and the examples which follow it, have 
reference to this change of condition of the three 
elements. The texts quoted in the first view refer to the 
jlva's coming into a body or departing from it, as the 
connection with a body makes his attribute jnana 
expand, and his severance from it makes it contract. 
Connection with a body is said to be birth, and separa¬ 
tion from it is said to be death. The texts quoted in 
para 1 of the final decision refer to the absences in the 
jiva of changes in substance similar to those found in 
the matter-element. The texts regarding the controller 
refer to the absence of changes of both kinds in Him’ 
“ He, the great atmd, is free from birth, old age and 
death ; He is immortal; He is Brahma ” (brihad ., VI-4-25)- 
The statement that before creation there was one 
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only refers to the absence of diverse names and forms. 
This is so stated : “ This was then avyakpitam (without 
diverse names and forms ” ( Ibid ., III-4-7). (1); (2). 

5. The explanation on the last point agrees with 
that given by other commentators. Of them one states 
the jiva to be Brahma under the influence of avidyci ; 
in the view of another he is Brahma contacted by an 


(1) In note (L) on page 571, it was stated that all 
things are eternal, and that a thing does not come newly 
into existence. Why is eternity again asserted of the jiva ? 
Does it not follow from what has been stated ? Reply. What 
is stated is true. The author of the sUtras wishes to repel 
the impression that like ether the jiva also changes and 
receives a new name. As possessing a body, the jiva is 
called a brahmana or kshattriya ; but in his own nature, no 
change takes place fit to be given a new name. He is 
always a knower, and sees himself iadhi., 225). 

(2) On this subject there are various theories as 
shown below : (i) The body itself is the jiva ; then he is 
born; and had no previous existence. This view is 
untenable, as a baby, as soon as it is born, wishes to drink 
the mother’s milk. How can this be, if it had no existence 
before. The dweller in the body regards it as mine,’ as he 
does a house in which he dwells, and the feeling is not an 
illusion. On the other hand the confounding of the dtmU 
with the body is due to ignorance ; (ii) The atmU is other 
than the body ; but he exists only as^long as the body lives ; 
(iii) The dtma is a succession of perceptions idhl santUna): 
(a) It is eternal according to one school of buddhists ; 
{b ) It remains up to dissolution and then perishes, according 
to another school ; (iv) The atmU remains up to the 
attainment of release, according to the illusionist, and tben 
it becomes Brahma ; (v) The a.tma is a product of evolution. 
Sat assuming that form, as the sea becomes foam. All 
these views may be held to be refuted on the authority of 
vedic texts iadhi, 227, 228 and 229). 
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upadhi, that is real; and the last regards him as a 
product of sat, the latter appearing by evolution in three 
forms as enjoyers, objects of enjoyment and controller. 
Though at the time of cosmic rest avidya, upadhi and 
sakti (capacity to appear in the three forms) exist, they 
yet explain the existence of one thing only as we do ; 
for they admit on the authority of sutras II—1-34 and 35 
differences among jivas and the existence of the streams 
of their karmas without a beginning. There is this 
difference between them and ourselves. In the view of 
one Brahma Himself is deluded ; according to the 
second the upadhi being real, and having had no 
beginning, Brahma Himself is bound; for, there is 
nothing in this theory other than Brahma and upadhi. 
In the theory of the last Brahma Himself evolves into 
different forms ; in the form of the jiva He experiences 
undesirable fruits of karma ; and though in the form of 
the controller, He need have no experience, being all¬ 
knowing, He must regard the jivas as not different from 
Himself and must therefore Himself experience the 
fruits of karma. We, on the other hand, recognise that 
Brahma is clothed in the jiva and matter elements, 
whether they be in the subtle or gross condition. He is 
therefore ever free from the touch of every imperfection. 
He has an unfailing will ; and is the seat of endless, 
infinite, auspicious qualities. The changes in substance 
and the sufferings pertain to the elements, which form 
His bodies. Our theory is therefore perfect. 
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Being on the subject, the author of the sutras pro¬ 
ceeds to examine the nature of the jiva. What is he— 
Is he mere jnana (shining) in his svarupa without the 
attribute jnana as stated by the scLnkkya and the 
saugata , or is he a jada (not shining) like a piece of 
stone, and a knower, jnana coming to him occasionally 
as stated by the vaiseshika ; or is he ever a knower in 
his svarupa ? 

First view: sankhya's. He is mere chit (light); 
for so say vedic texts : The mcldhyandina's text ‘ Who 
stands in at?7ia ’ is read by the kanva thus— 1 Who stands 
in vijnana '; ‘ vijnanam does yajna ; and does karma 
also (ana., V-l). He is jnana in his nature in reality ; 
and is extremely pure ( vishnu , 1-2-6). These show 
that his nature is mere jnana. 

Vaiseshika's. If it be admitted that the jiva is by 
nature both light and a knower, as he is everywhere, 
he would be perceived everywhere and at all times. If 
he could see by nature, his senses would be purposeless. 
During sleep and trance, while the jiva exists, jnana is 
not observed ; and in the waking state, if the conditions 
are available, he is seen to know. Hence, his nature is 
not jnana ; nor is he knower by nature ; for jnana is 
an accident. 

2. It must be admitted that he is present every¬ 
where. An object to be enjoyed by a jiva is produced at 
a distant place ; and this must be due to connection 
with his adrishta. ; and this connection would not be 
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possible, unless he were present at that place, as 
adrishta inheres in him. The jiva being thus omni¬ 
present, his perception, and experiencing of pleasure 
and pain at all places may be explained by the going 
of his body to those places ; and it is unnecessary to 
assume that the jiva himself goes from place to place. In 
this view two assumptions are necessary—that the jiva 
is atomic, and that he moves from place to place, while 
there would be one assumption only in the view that he 
is omnipresent. The latter view, being simpler, should 
be accepted in preference to the other. 

3. The absence of jncina during sleep is stated by 
vedic texts—He (the sleeper) does not now know 
himself ‘ I am this ’ nor these beings ” ( chando ., VIII-11-1). 
Similarly in final release “ When he departs, there is no 
samjna ” (brihad., IV-4-12). Here the opponent uses the 
term samjna as meaning knowledge, whereas it means 
confounding the atmd with the body. The reference to 
jndna in the vishnu puratia text as pertaining to 
nature should be understood in a secondary sense ; 
jnana is a peculiar attribute of the jiva. 

Final decision : This is stated in the sutra : 

19. fiSbdcf 1 

The atmu is a knower surely ; because of the vedic 
statement (1). 


(1) The sutra has atali eva, which means ‘ for the 
very same \ The intention is that the term srutek occur¬ 
ring in the- preceding sutra should be added in this sutra. 
The texts relied on in both the sutras being different, the 
74 
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A knower,’ but neither mere jnana nor jada (not 
shining). The vedic statements are : 

Chanda., (i) He, who perceives ‘ I smell this ’ is the 
at mil ; the nose is for smelling (YTII-12-4) ; (ii) He sees 
with the mind (the attribute j'nuna) these noble qualities, 
that are in Brahma-world and rejoices (Ibid., verse 5) •, 
(iii) Who has unchanging objects of desire and whose will 
is never frustrated (Ibid., VIJI-7-i) ; (iv) He does not think 
of this body lying by the side of (weeping) relations (Ibid., 
VIII-12-3) ; (v) One who sees (Brahma) does not see 

death (Ibid., VII-26-2) ; (vi) Who is the atmti ? The 
purusha, who is a knower, shining, and who abides within 
the heart in the midst of the senses, is the utmU (brihad., 
VI-3-7) ; (vii) By what means, my dear, can he see the 
knower (Ibid., IV-4-14) ; (viii) This purusha ever knows ; 
(ix) He is indeed a seer, hearer, smeller, taster, thinker, 
knower, doer, a shining ~tm~, a purusha (prasna, IV-9) ; 
and (x) In the very same way these sixteen parts of this 
seer (Ibid., VI-5). 


The vaiseshika's view that the jiva being omni¬ 
present, if he were a knower, he should see everywhere, 
and always is replied to in the next sutra : 

20. I 

Because going out of the body, going and returning 
(are stated). 

The jiva is not omnipresent; he is a mere atom. 
If he were omnipresent, the actions stated in the sutra 
could not take place. Going out of the body is thus 

reason assigned in that sutra is not to be applied here. For 
a precedent as to this mode of application of a term see 
chap. I, section 2, sutra 16 and the note thereunder. 
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stated ( brihad VI-4-2). “ With that light this dtma 

gets out through the eye, through the head, or through 
other places in the body.” Going is thus stated 
( kaush 1-9). “ Those, that depart from this world, all 

of them go to the moon alone.” Returning is thus 
stated ( brihad VI-4-6). “ From that world he returns 

to this world to do actions.” 

21. ^[r^i^iTNqi: 1 

The last two actions (can be effected) by the Tdma 
alone. 

It is possible to explain the going out of the body 
by stating it to be separation from the body of one that 
remains where he is. But the going and the returning 
cannot be so explained. The jiva himself must go and 
return (1). 

22. Jffcgr^ctfrrrl I 

o 

If it be contended, ' He is not an atom ; because he is 
said to be great,' the reply is ‘ No ; because the 
context refers to the other ’ ( Brahma ). 

A brihad dranyaka text (VI-3-7) begins with these 
words “ The purusha who is a knower, shining and who 
abides within the heart in the midst of the senses ”. The 
reference here is clearly to the jiva. Towards the close 
these words occur “ He (the Being described) is great, 

(l) See the last two sentences of para 2 of the first 
view. Going being stated by the veda, the only assumption 
is that the jiva. is an atom. Hence the simplicity claimed 
for the rival view disappears ; and this is opposed to the 
veda. 
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unborn ; He is Atma" [Ibid., VI-4-22). The opponent 
regards this as referring to the jiva and contends that 
the term ‘ great ’ shows that he is not an atom. The 
sutra states the contention and replies. The upanishad 
did begin with the jiva ; but in the middle (VI-4-13) the 
subject was changed, and Brahma was brought in thus 
“ Whose atma is known in its true nature and is thought 
on continuously ”. The verse quoted refers therefore 
to Brahma , and the greatness is His greatness, not of 
the jiva. 

23. ^ I 

From the use of the word ariu and mention of 
dimension. 

The word anu (atom) is expressly stated, “ That 
atma is anu, and should be perceived with a pure mind, 
the atma in whom prana remains in five forms” ( munda 
Ill-1-9). A thing as minute as an atom is taken, and 
its size is predicated of the jiva. “ If the hundredth 
part of the end of a hair be divided into hundred parts, 
the jiva should be known as one such part ( sveta ., V-9). 
He is seen to be of smaller size ; for he is of the size of 
the pointed end of a goad ( ara) ” [Ibid., V-8), Hence, the 
jiva is only an atom. 


By these four sutras the opponent’s view that the 
jiva is omnipresent has been refuted. His objections are 
now answered in the next three sutras: If the jiva be 
an atom, how can he perceive what goes on throughout 
the body ? 
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24. i 

There is no difficulty, on the analogy of sandal. 

A drop of sandal oil placed on one place in the 
body produces a pleasurable sensation throughout. 
Similarly, the jiva abides in one part of the body, and 
perceives the sensations in every part of it. 

25. I 

If it be contended ‘There is a difference’. (The 
sandal oil being dropped on a definite part of the 
body and the jiva not being so), the reply is 
No It is admitted that the jiva abides in a 
definite part of the body. And that part is in 
the heart. 

The jiva is stated to abide in the heart ‘ This 
at mil is in the heart’ ( prasna ., III-6); ‘ The purusha, 
who is a knower, shining, and who abides within the 
heart in the midst of the senses, is the citma ’ (brihad., 
VI-3-7). This analogy has been mentioned to show 
that the jiva abides in a particular part of the body. 
There need be no such limitation in regard to the 
sandal oil. 


The author states his own theory : 

26. rjapj! vwm I 

But, (the jiva perceives) with his attribute ; like light. 

The jiva with his attribute jnana perceives what 
goes on throughout the body, as the light of a precious 
stone, the sun and the like, which are in one place, 
spreads all round. As the light is to a lamp, so is the 
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attribute jnana to the atma. It may exist elsewhere 
than in the atma also (1). 


The texts quoted by the sankhya in the first view 
are next explained in four sutras and those quoted by 
the vaiseshika in the fifth sutra. 

27. sqfcftsRT rTF'qqfT'qi q ifSTqfa | 

Jnana differs from the jiva, as smell differs from 
earth. And it is so stated. 

In perceiving the smell of earth, it is known to be 
its attribute, and its difference from earth follows. 
Similarly, in the perception ‘ I know ’ jnana is known 
as the attribute of the knower; and it therefore differs 
from him. The upanishad states this “ This person is 
ever a knower.” The emphatic particle eva (only) 
is added to the verb here, and conveys the idea 
that the person is never a non-knower ; added to the 
person, it would mean that no other person is a knower. 

28 . i^gq^silcfl 

Because it is described as separate. 

It is described as separate from the knower. “ The 
jnana of the knower does not perish ” (brihad., VI-3-30). 

29. | 

But because jnana is his essential attribute, he is 
known as vijnana. Like prajna {Brahma). 

(1) By yoga the jiva may become capable of extend¬ 
ing the attribute so as to reach a number of bodies. 
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Because bliss ( ananda ) is the essential attribute of 
Brahma, He is denoted by that term. “ If that un¬ 
limited ananda does not exist (ana., vii-1) ; He 
perceived that ananda was Brahma ” (bhrigu., VI-1). 
Ananda (bliss) is His essential attribute. This is seen 
from the texts 4 That is one ananda of Brahma (ana., 
VIII-4); meditating on the ananda of Brahma, one does 
not fear anything’ (dna., IX-1). 

Another instance— Brahma is called jnana in 4 Un¬ 
changing, shining (jnilnam) and without limitations is 
Brahma ’ (ana., 1-1). From the mundaka text 44 He knows 
everything ” (I-1-1.0) and from the dnandavalli text 
“ with Brahma, the all-knowing ” jnana is known to be 
His essential attribute. 

30. ^ dTI’FrlS^HIc^ | 

And because it remains his attribute so long as he 
remains, there is no objection. Similar usage is 
seen. 

Jnana is never absent from the jiva ; hence in 
denoting him by the term vijnana, there is no objection. 
Similarly, cows are denoted by the term 4 go,’ which 
term connotes an attribute, as this is never absent from 
them. The jiva is denoted by the term vijnana for 
another reason ; that is, because He shines (1). 


(1) Shines—jnana means what shows itself or other 
things, and makes them fit to be spoken about. Both the 
jiva and his attribute possess this character, the jiva show¬ 
ing himself, and his attribute showing other things. When 
the idea that this is done without any help is added, they 
are said to be svaprakr.sa (self-proved). 




592 SRI BHASHYAM [CHAP. II, SEC. 3 

This is indicated by the particle cha (and) in the 
sutra (1). 


What has been stated in sutra 30 is objected to on 
the ground that jnana is absent in deep sleep. The 
next sutra explains : 

31. g^rcflf^rrciF? | 

But it does exist, and becomes manifest (in the 
waking condition) like virile power. 

Virile power exists in all males even in infancy ; 
but it is not then manifested. This power depends upon 
the existence of one of seven elements, which always 
make up a body “ The body is made up of seven 
dhatus (element), has three impurities, comes from two 
sources, and is a modification of four kinds of food.” 
Similarly jnana exists at all times as an attribute of the 
atnul ; but in deep sleep outside objects are not perceiv¬ 
ed, and it is not therefore manifested then. The absence 


(1) (a) The illusionist states that the jiva is jnana 
(shining), while the vaiseshika asserts that he is a knower, 
not by nature, but only when he contacts the mind. Both, 
being stated by the upanishads, are accepted impartially. 
Against the former it is held that he is a knower also ; and 
against the latter that he knows always and by nature. 

(/>) If the jiva is self-proved, why does he not 
shine always ? In reply we ask whether the opponent refers 
to distinct or indistinct shining. If he refers to the latter, 
he should know that he al-ways shines indistinctly; if 
he refers to the former, it is true that he does not shine 
distinctly in sleep; because jnana then contracts and does 
not grasp outside things. 



SUB-SEC. 4] 


FINAL DECISION 


593 


of sanijncL referred to by the vaiseshika does not mean 
the absence of consciousness, when the jiva becomes 
free. If this were correct, the text would conflict with 
the other texts quoted in the final decision under the 
first sutra. It means that the jiva no longer confounds 
himself with the body, and no longer regards its birth 
and death as his own birth and death. 


Having established his own theory, the author of 
the sutras proceeds to criticise the rival view that the 
jiva is omnipresent : 

32. I 

Otherwise, there should be ever perception and ever 
non-perception; or one of them would ever happen 
to the exclusion of the other. 

‘ Otherwise ’—if the jiva were omnipresent. This is 
what is observed in the world: The atma is perceived 
within the body, and not outside. The cause of this per¬ 
ception and non-perception is the atma himself. Three 
alternatives are possible. First, if the atma were the 
cause of both, being omnipresent, he must be perceived 
and not perceived at all places and at all times. 
Secondly, if he were the cause of perception only, for 
the same reason his non-perception outside the body, 
which is a fact, would not happen at any time. Lastly, 
if he were the cause of non-perception only, his per¬ 
ception within the body, which also is a fact, should 
not occur at any time. It will not be possible to the 
opponent to state ‘ It is the nature of the atma to be 

75 
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perceived within the body, and to be unperceived out¬ 
side of it; for one and the same object cannot be per¬ 
ceptible in one part and imperceptible in another part. 
This expedient is available to us who do not hold the 
atmti to be omnipresent. 

So far as to the sankhya. Now to the vaiseshika, 
according to whom the atma is jada, and sees only when 
he contacts the mind. Being omnipresent, he is in 
contact with every mind and with every body and at 
all times; and no adrishta can be shown to limit the 
atmd to one mind and one body (1). 


SUB-SECTION 5 

In this sub-section it is considered whether the jiva 
is a doer, or whether he remains without action as 
stated by the sankhya , and yet fancies that he acts, 
while the actors are really his body, his senses or the 
gunas of the body. 

First view. The jiva is not a doer ; for doership is 
denied in the following text, as birth, death and all other 


(l) Pursuing the same plan, it may be asked whether 
the mind and body are the cause of perception only, or of 
non-perception only or of both. In the first alternative, the 
cltma must see everywhere ; and his not seeing, where his 
body is not present, which is a fact, will not happen. In 
the second alternative, he cannot see anywhere at any time, 
and his seeing, where his body is present, which also is a 
fact, will not happen. In the last alternative, he must see 
and not see at the same time, which is absurd. 
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attributes of matter are denied : “ If the killer thinks 
‘ I will kill him ’ and if the killed thinks ‘ I am 
killed,’ neither of them knows. This one does not kill; 
nor is that one killed” ( katha ., 11-19). Similarly, the 
bhagavad-glta states “ In regard to actions done by the 
gunas of the body, each in its own way, one, that has 
forgotten himself by confounding himself with the body, 
thinks ‘I am the doer’ (III-27). When the seer does 
not perceive a doer other than gunas {Ibid., XIV-l9): 
The body is said to be concerned, when the body or the 
senses act; the purusha is said to be concerned, when 
pleasure and pain are experienced ” {Ibid., XIII-20). 
These verses show that the jiva in his nature is not 
a doer ; that the notion that he does is illusion ; that he 
has merely to enjoy ; and that action pertains to matter 
in the form of his body. 

Final decision. This is stated in the sutra: 

33. I 

(The jiva ) is a doer, in order that the commands and 
prohibitions of the veda may serve a purpose. 

The jiva alone is the doer; not the gunas. The 
commands are like these : “ Let one that desires svarga, 
do yciya. Let one, that desires release, meditate on 
Brahma .” They are addressed to one, that desires to 
enjoy either fruit, and that will experience it eventual¬ 
ly, and direct him to adopt the means pointed out. If 
the gunas were the doers, how could another be com¬ 
manded ? The object of commands is to induce one to 
act ; and this is done by creating an impression on his 
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mind. Matter and its modifications, being unintelligent, 
cannot be moved in this manner. Hence, the commands 
will serve their purpose, only when the intelligent jiva, 
who will enjoy the fruits of action, is the doer. This 
is stated “ The fruit of obey ing a command is reaped 
by one that sets things in motion ”. 

The texts quoted in the first view do not support it. 
The first text states that the atma being eternal can 
never be killed, and that therefore the impression of 
both the killer and the killed is erroneous. In the 
second text it is stated that in actions of worldly men 
the doership of the jiva is brought about by his 
connection with his gu/ias, and that it is not caused 
by his nature. The verse thus discriminates between 
what happens and what does not happen, and assigns 
doership only to the gunas. It is so stated in the 
very same work. “ Attachment to the gunas and their 
effects causes his birth again in good or evil wombs ” 
(Ibid., XIII-21). See also the following verses: ‘The 
body, the atmS,, the five organs of action, prana and 
Isvara, the fifth, in the list of causes. Whatever work 
of body, tongue or mind, good or evil, a mortal begins, 
these five are its causes. This being so, whosoever for 
lack of knowledge sees himself as the sole cause, does 
not see correctly’ (Ibid., XVIII-14, 15 and 16). Here 
the doership of the atmcL is taken as a fact; and it is 
stated that while action depends on five things begin¬ 
ning with the body and ending with Isvara, one, 
that thinks that he alone is the doer, does not see 
correctly. 
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34. OTKHi^Riq^ira I 

Because of using the senses and of the statement of 
his amusing oneself. 

A bfihad aranyaka text (IV-1-18) cites the analogy 
of a great king, and states “ In the very same way he 
takes hold of these senses, and moves about in his own 
body according to his pleasure.” This shows that the 
jiva acts in these two ways—moving the senses, and 
moving in the body. 

35. sqq^SIigfgRtnqi B %fo%lfqqqq: | 

And because he is said to be agent in action. If 
not, the term would be in a different form. 

In the anandavalli text “ vijnana (the knower) 
performs yajnas (offerings) and does worldly acts also ” 
(V-I) the jiva is said to be the doer. Objection. By the 
term vijnana mind or buddhi is meant, and not the jiva. 
Reply. Then the form of the term would be vijnanena 
(instrumental, instead of the nominative, case), as mind 
is an instrument,. 


Having established his position in these three siitras , 
the author proceeds in the next three sutras to show 
some absurdities in the first view : 

36. 3q3[Sqq^fqqq; | 

No limitation of enjoyment; as in regard to 
perception. 

In sutra 32 of this section certain absurdities were 
pointed out in the theory of the jiva's being omnipresent. 
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Similarly, if matter were the doer, not the jiva, as 
matter is common to all jivas, all actions must bring 
enjoyment to all; or to no one. The jiva being assumed 
to be omnipresent, proximity to matter is common to 
all; and for the same reason any attempt to limit 
enjoyment with reference to the mind will be futile ; 
because each mind will be in contact with all. 

37. STfofoqqqTcl I 

Because the capacity for enjoyment would disappear. 

If matter were the doer, as one other than the doer 
cannot enjoy the fruit of the action, matter alone would 
have the capacity to enjoy. The jiva's capacity for it 
would disappear, and with it the evidence for the 
existence of the jiva himself, the opponent’s position 
being that he exists, because he is the enjoyer. 

38. i 

And because samUdhi (meditation) will be impossible. 

Meditation enjoined as the means to release would 
fall to matter ; and as the meditation is in this form “ I 
am other than matter,” matter cannot do meditation of 
this kind. 


The opponent asks—if the jiva is the doer, will he 
not always act and never cease ? The last sutra replies : 

39. | 


And in both the ways, like a carpenter. 
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Though the jiva commands all the organs of action, 
he will act or refrain from action as he pleases, as a 
carpenter does, though he has all his instruments. If 
matter were the doer, being non-intelligent, it must 
always act; for there will be nothing to restrain it like 
absence of desire for enjoyment. 


SUB-SECTION 6 

In this sub-section the question is considered 
whether the jiva's doership depends upon Brahma or is 
independent of Him. 

First view. It is independent of Brahma ; otherwise 
commands and prohibitions would be purposeless; for he, 
who is competent of his own will to act or not to act, 
should be commanded. 

Final decision. This is stated in the siitra: 

40. NUU cl^cl i 

That (the jiva's doership) comes from Brahma alone ; 
because it is so stated. 

The statement is: 

He has entered into men and controls them; He is 
the at ma of all ( yajur , ar anyaka, III-11-10) ; Who stands 
in the atmu, who is within the iitma, whom the iitma does 
not know, whose body the atma is, who rules the atmu from 
within, He, the inner ruler, is your immortal rdmU ( hrihad., 
V-7-26) ; I am seated in the heart of every one; from Me 
flow remembrance, knowledge, as well as inability to see 
(hhaga uad-gita, XV-15) ; The ruler of all has mounted all 
beings on the wheel of the body, and living in their hearts. 
He makes them go round and round with the help of attrac¬ 
tive sense objects (Ibid., XVTII-61). 
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If this be so, the commands and prohibitions of the 
veda will become purposeless. The next sutra explains : 

41. fa f|cl pfafaij ifoR: | 

But Brahma awaits the effort made by the jiva ; 
in order that injunctions and prohibitions may not 
become purposeless. 

In every action Brahma , the inner ruler, looks for 
the effort made by the jiva and giving His assent, makes 
him do it. For, without this assent, the jiva can do 
nothing (1). 

Question. Why does Brahma look for the jiva's 
effort ? The reply is given in the sutra itself. When 
property is jointly owned by two persons, one of them 
cannot give away his share to a third person without 

(1) The control of th & jiva’s doership by the highest 
Atma should be examined at some length. A father divides 
some property between two sons, and leaves them free to 
utilise their portions as they p.ease. One of them quickly 
squanders it, while the other improves it; and each reaps 
the fruit of the use made by himself and he alone. Similarly, 
the highest Atm.il, gives to all jivas alike instruments in the 
form of body, mind and senses, and the capacity to think 
and act; and for this reason their doership in general 
depends on the highest Atma. Their doership in regard to 
individual acts also depends on Him; for they need his 
assent. In making the choice, however, they possess free¬ 
dom and become subject to injunctions and prohibitions ; 
and freedom means that when they have the capacity to 
act in accordance with their wishes, no one prevents them. 
Though they depend upon the highest Atma as explained, 
they alone reap the fruit of their choice ; and this has been 
shown by an example. The assentor is not touched by the 
fruits, as He is the ruler, and as the same authority, by 
which He is known, states that He is so. 



SUB-SEC. 6] 


FINAL DECISION 


601 


the other’s consent; and as he procures the consent, its 
fruit belongs to himself. Similarly, here though both 
the jiva and Brahma must join in the act—one by 
making the effort and the other by giving assent—yet 
the fruit of the action is reaped by the former alone. In 
regard to the effort to do an injurious act, the giving of 
assent by one able to prevent it does not indicate want 
of mercy (1). See under sutra (II-2-3). 

2. The opponent observes “You say that Brahma 
awaits the jiva's effort. But the following kaushitaki 
text contradicts this statement. 

For it is He alone that makes one do a good deed, 
whom he wishes to lead up from these worlds ; it is He 
alone that makes one do an evil deed, whom He wishes to 
lead downwards (11-64 and 65). 

This text means that Brahma of His own motion 
desires to lead one to do a good or evil deed. Reply. 
’This does not apply to all persons. If one be exceed¬ 
ingly loyal, Brahma creates a liking in him for very 
good actions, which will eventually lead to His being 
reached. If he be exceedingly disloyal, he creates a liking 
in him for actions that are the reverse. These are 
therefore exceptional cases. Bhagavan states this 
Himself: 


(1) When one chooses to do something injurious to 
himself> does it indicate the possession of mercy in one who, 
though able to prevent it, gives His assent ? Reply. It is 
giving him the fruit of his choice ; and mercy is shown by 
the excuse of serious misdeeds on the appearance of obedi¬ 
ence even to a small extent. 

76 
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I am the place from which every thing goes 
forth; and everything acts as directed by me. Know¬ 
ing Me in this manner, wise men are filled with love and 
medidate on me. To those that wish ever to be with Me 
and medidate on Me I give with love that buddhi with 
which they will reach Me. To favour them I remain as the 
subject of their thought, and with the bright lamp of 
knowledge, I destroy the darkness born of past karma 
(bhagavad-f/lta, X-8, 10 and 11). 

As regards those that are disloyal, He observes : 

They state that the universe was not made 
by Brahma ; that it does not rest on Him; and that 
it is not controlled by Him (Ibid., XVI-8). They hate Me, 
who abide in their bodies and in the bodies of others ; and 
not willing to put up with My existence, they urge false 
arguments to show that I do not exist (Ibid., 18). 

Having thus described them, He states: 

I ever throw into the wombs of persons of asura 
nature those that hate me, those that put forward specious 
arguments to show that I do not exist, those that knowing 
Me do not yet approach Me, and those that do not know 
that I exist (Ibid., 19) (l). 


(1) Question. Does not the highest Atma give the 
jiva a body of a particular kind and place him in an environ¬ 
ment suited to his past karma. Does he not bind the jiva 
by this means. Reply, (i) The highest Atmti shows no 
particular desire in the matter. Having an eye to the 
existing karma of the jiva, he wishes to make him experi¬ 
ence pleasure or pain, and makes objects of enjoyment 
appear before him; but this is not done from any intention 
of making him do any new karma to procure some other 
fruit. A person lights a lamp, so that another may see a 
jar; if a third person also sees the jar, the first must be 
said to have been indifferent as regards this third person ; 
for he neither makes him see or prevents him. Similarly, 
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Sub-section 7 

In this sub-section the question is considered 
whether the jiva completely differs from Brahma 
whether he is Brahma deluded, or limited by upadhi (real 
limiting substances), or whether he is a part of Hirm 
The doubt arises as statements made by upanishads 
vary: Question. This question was discussed and 
settled in chapter II, section 1, sub-section 7. Why is 

the highest Atmu is indifferent, while the choice is made 
and it is this that constitutes the jiva's freedom. 

(ii) The highest Atrna acts like a king, who gives his 
minister the necessary means, and leaves him free to act,, 
and who himself does nothing. Freedom is not incompati¬ 
ble with subjection to another; for this incompatibility is 
not observed in the case of the minister. 

(iii) The jiva is no doubt subject to previous tenden¬ 
cies, and is led by the desire which they produce ; but he 
is not driven like wind or water. The springing up of a 
desire does not destroy his capacity to act. A person has 
a desire for the food placed before him ; if he knows it to 
be mixed with poison, he is seen to overcome the desire to 
take it. Another going to gather fuel, when he learns 
how a great treasure may be got, gives up his task. 
Similarly, when the jiva becomes aware of the sin 
which he will commit, or of some great fruit which 
he may get, he can control his desire and is therefore 
free. Like a tendency leading him to do what is pleasant, 
there are tendencies that will make him avoid what 
is unpleasant. He is therefore capable of suppressing 
a desire to abstain from doing what is enjoined or to do 
what is prohibited ; and if he disregards the evil conse¬ 
quences and does not suppress it, this will constitute his 
wrong-doing ; and he becomes liable to punishment. It is 
because beasts are unable to see the consequences of obey¬ 
ing or disobeying the commands of the veda, they are not 
subject to it. 
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a new sub-section needed. Reply. True ; the conculsion 
therein arrived at, being impugned with reference to 
conflicting texts, is re-affirmed here by showing that the 
jiva is a part of Brahma. Until this is shown, the facts 
that the jiva is not different from Brahma and that 
Brahma is other than he will not rest on firm ground. 

First view, (i) The jiva completely differs from 
Brahma ; for the text ‘ Two are unborn; they are 
respectively all-knowing and ignorant, ruler and the 
ruled ’ ( sveta ., 1-9), shows them to be different. The texts 
affirming oneness of two beings so entirely different 
should be understood in a secondary sense ; for under¬ 
standing them literally would be as absurd as to say 
that one wets with fire. 

2. (i) Here an objection is raised : The jiva is a part 
( amsa ) of Brahma ; for so is it stated. Reply. This is 
not a correct view. The term amsa means a part of a 
substance. If the jiva were a part of Brahma, his 
imperfections would redound on Brahma ; and He is not 
divisible ; if he were, a bit of Him might be said to be 
the jiva. 

3. (ii) The jiva is Brahma Himself deluded ; for 
the texts “ That thou art ( chando ., VI-8-7); This 
atma is Brahma (hrihad., VI-4-5) state the jiva to be 
Brahma. Texts affirming difference repeat what is 
known from sense perception, and are nullified by the 
texts quoted. These are not anyatha-siddha, i.e., they 
cannot be explained away ; w T hile the former texts are 
anyatha-siddha, i.e., they may be explained as affected 
by avidya, as sense perception is. 
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4. (iii) The jiva is Brahma Himself limited by 
beginningless up&dhis ; for the same reason, viz., that 
the jiva is stated to be Brahma. The upadhis cannot be 
regarded as due to delusion ; for bondage and release 
cannot be explained in that view. 

Final decision. This is stated in the sutra : 

42. 3T5TT STRTsqq^IRrqsgi xfrfq Uilfaflqife-qq'qiqq 
I 

A part (of Brahma) ; because he is said to be different 
and also one- Some read “ Brahma is fishermen, 
cheats and the like ”. 

Both sets of statements are found—that the jiva is 
different from Brahma , and that he is Brahma. The 
former set of statements distinguishes them thus: One 
creates, and the other is created ; one controls and the 
other is controlled ; one is all-knowing, and the other is 
ignorant; one is independent and the other is depend¬ 
ent ; one is pure and the other is impure ; one is the 
seat of all good qualities and the other is the reverse ; 
one is master and the other is servant; and the like. 
The statement of oneness is made by the texts quoted in 
para 3 of the first view. The followers of the atharva 
veda describe Brahma thus “ Brahma is these fishermen ; 
Brahma is these slaves ; Brahma is these cheats ”. Here 
oneness is stated, as Brahma is all these (1). 


(1) It is usual to identify a person with some one 
who is superior to him ; ‘ He is Vishnu.' Here the reverse 
is the case. It cannot be explained as implying praise. 
Hence, the oneness stated must be accepted as a fact. 
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Now, in order that both the sets of texts may have their 
primary meanings, it must be admitted that the jiva is 
an arnsa (part) of Brahma. 

2. The argument in para 3 of the first view is not 
sound. The facts stated in the difference-texts are 
beyond the cognition of sense-perception and are not 
repeated : viz., that the jiva is created, and controlled 
by Brahma ; that he forms His body ; that he exists for 
His sake ; that he is supported by Him; that he is 
protected by Him ; that he is destroyed by Him; 
that he medidates on Him; and that he attains 
what he desires, including release, through His 
grace. The difference between the jiva and Brahma 
indicated by these facts must be accepted as real. 
They cannot be explained away as the opponent 
suggests. 

3. The opponent explains: The texts referred to 
convey this teaching— viz., though Brahma is by nature 
one, and is mere chit, yet He regards himself as being 
different. He wills to become many and creates ether 
and the other elements; He enters into them in the 
jmi-condition ; He makes various beings appear with 
diverse names and forms ; He reaps the pleasure and 
pain yielded by the enjoyment of numberless objects 
thus made ; He remains in them without enjoyment and 
controls them as their inner ruler ; being in the jiva - 
condition He meditates that He and Brahma in the 
casual condition are one ; He is released from samsara ; 
and He makes the veda , which teaches the way to such 
release ; He thus deludes himself. Reply. If this were 
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a correct view, the texts would resemble the ravings of 
a lunatic. 

4. The view r in para 4 of the first view also is 
unsound ; for the relation between the jiva and Brahma 
stated in para 2 above would be meaningless ; and this 
is a sufficient reason. The opponent, explanation will 
be as absurd as to say that the same person, that has 
one foot in a house and the other outside it, becomes the 
controlled in regard to the foot in the house, while he 
remains the controller in regard to the other foot. 

43. tFSHOTTU | 

Because it is stated in the mantra. 

The mantra runs thus: 

A part (piida) of Him is all beings (puruska sulcta). 
The plurai is used because the jivas are many. 
The singular amsa in sutra 42 and the singular in 
sutra 18 have reference to the class. The authority 
for this is svetdsvatara (VI-13). 

Him, who being eternal, intelligent, and one, gives 
what is desired by those that are eternal, intelligent 
and many. 

This shows that Brahma is different from the jivas , 
and that they are many and eternal. This being so, 
though the jivas are alike in their nature, as being 
intelligent and shining beings, their difference from one 
another is perceived by those able to see them as 
they are. 

44. 3ifq wgut | 

It is also taught in the smriti. 
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Thus— 

one remaining a part ( amsa ) of myself, under 
the influence of beginningless avidya becomes a jiva in the 
world of the jivas ( bhagavad-glta , XV-7). 


If the jiva be a part of Brahma, the imperfections 
of the jiva will redound on Brahma. This view is 
refuted : 

45. fid fit: i 

Like light and the like ; the highest is not so. 

The jiva is a part of Brahma, as light is part of a 
luminous substance like fire or the sun. Other instances 
are the following: The characteristic form of a cow 
or a horse, the white or dark colour of objects and the 
bodies of jivas in their embodied condition. The in¬ 
separable distinguishing attributes in these cases are the 
parts respectively of the animal, the object or the jivas. 
The term amsa means a part of a thing ; when that 
thing has certain distinguishing attributes, which cannot 
ordinarily be separated from it, they form its parts. So 
do competent men distinguish the parts, which are 
attributes, and the part to which they pertain. When 
two things are thus related, their natures differ. These 
remarks apply to the jiva also. He is a part of Brahma 
in the sense of being an attribute of Him, and his 
nature differs from His nature. This is what is meant 
by the latter half of the sutra. As the light differs 
from the luminous substance, so does the jiva differ from 
Brahma. The texts stating difference refer to this 
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difference in their natures ; while the other set of texts 
expressing oneness has regard to the jivas ’ being in¬ 
separable attributes of Brahma. In the texts ‘ That thou 
art; This atma is Brahma ' the words ‘ thou,’ and ‘ this 
dtmd ’ denote Brahma with jivas as His bodies ; the 
words ‘ that ’ and ‘ brahma ' denote Him directly ; thus 
the two sets of words denote the same thing. 

46. N I 

And the swmti-writers have confirmed this. 

Reference is made to Parasara and others. They 
have confirmed this mode of reconciling the difference 
between the two sets of texts, and have assimilated 
the relation of the jiva to Brahma to the relation of 
light to a luminous body, to the relation of attribute 
to a substance, and to the relation of the body to 
the jiva. 

As the light of a fire standing in one place 
spreads all around, so the sakti (jivas) of the highest 
Brahma pervades all this world ( vmhnu , 1-22-56): All that 
is the body of Hart for the coming into existence of 
whatever is created by all living beings (Ibid., 38). 

The term 1 and ’ (cha) in the stitra shows that vedic 
texts also like ‘ whose body the atma is ’ ( brihad ., V-7-26) 
refer to this. 


It may be asked—If all jivas are parts of Brahma, 
seeing that they are all alike in being jnana (intelligent 
and shining beings) and in being controlled by the same 
ruler, why are they not given the same treatment ? But 
only some are permitted to learn the veda and carry out 
77 
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its teaching, but not others. Only some may be seen or 
touched ; but not others. The next sutra explains: 

47. 'flgsnifjTRt i 

Permission and prohibition are due to connection 
with a body. Like fire and the like. 

Fire is of the same kind, whether it be procured 
from the house of one learned in the veda or from the 
cremation ground ; but the former is preferred, and the 
latter is avoided. Similarly, food given by one of vedic 
lore is permitted, but not that of a sinful one. Similarly 
here. 


In the last five sutras the author shows how his 
own explanation is free from any objection and how the 
others are faulty: 

48. 1 

No mixing up (of enjoyments) ; because the jivas 
are not all-pervading. 

Though the jivas are of the same kind, as being 
avisos of Brahma and for other reasons, they differ from 
one another ; and being acorns in size, the jiva in one 
body is other than the jivas in other bodies. Hence the 
enjoyment of one is not mixed up with the enjoyments of 
others. On the theories of others the enjoyments of the 
jiva and of Brahma or of th e jivas among themselves must 
be mixed up. To show this defect, the author of the 
sutras states that his own theory is free from it. 

49. appPT <?5 ^ | 

And it is a specious argument and no more. 
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The argument, by which the non-mixing up of 
enjoyments is sought to be explained on the theory that 
the jiva is Brahma deluded, is an argument only in 
appearance. Brahma being light, indivisible, and of 
the same nature throughout, it must be shown first how 
this self-proved light is prevented from appearing, and 
then how limitations differing from one another are 
made by avidya. This attempt fails. Brahma, though 
limited by many avidyci- made limitations, being Him¬ 
self one, the mixing up of enjoyments cannot be avoided. 
The term ‘ and ’ (cha) in the sutra draws attention to the 
conflict with vedic texts (1). 


In the other theory that the jiva is Brahma 
limited by real limiting tilings, it is explained that the 
limiting things differ because of an adrishta in each, 
which has had no beginning. The next sutra deals 
with this explanation : 

50. 1 

Because the adrishtas are not differentiated. 

The adrishtas themselves inhere in the substance 
(svarupa) of Brahma, and there is nothing to differentiate 
them. The difficutly therefore remains ; because it is 
not possible for the limiting things or the adrishtas to 
cut up the substance of Brahma by their connection 
with it. 

(1) The texts are—meditating on the atma and the 
ruler as different; both are unborn; but they are respective¬ 
ly all-knowing and ignorant (sveta., 1-9) ; Of them 
one eats the ripe fruit (munda, III-l-l). 
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51 . %^3T | 

And in regard to willing also there is similar non- 
differentiation. 

If the adrishtas be differentiated with reference to 
willing, the willing being that of Brahma, and He being 
one, non-differentiation cannot be got over. 

52. i 

If it be said “ owing to differences of places,” the 
reply is “ no ; because all places are contacted by 
limiting things”. 

The opponent explains: The substance of Brahma 
is one indeed ; and cannot be cut up ; and it contacts 
various limiting things ; yet the places of contact being 
different, there is differentiation in enjoyments. Reply. 
The limiting things may move about from place to 
place : and all places will be connected with all of them. 
The result will be the same. Though the limiting things 
are connected with different places, as they are all 
places in Brahma , the suffering of each place belongs to 
Brahma alone. 

In sutras 32 and 36 the defect in the theory of the 
jiva's omnipresence held by those outside the vedic fold 
was pointed out; here sutras 49 to 52 expose the error of 
those that accepting the authority of the veda maintain 
that all jivas are one. 







CHAPTER II 
SECTION 4 

In the preceding section the evolution from the 
highest Atma of ether and all other products was 
established ; and it was shown that the jiva, though a 
product of evolution like the rest, did not change in his 
substance like ether. In this connection the svarupa of 
the jiva was considered ; and it was shown that he 
knows and acts, and that he is a part ( amsa) of Brahma. 
In this section the evolution of his instruments, the 
senses and prcina, is considered. 

SUB-SECTION 1 

The question for consideration is whether the senses 
are evolved like the jiva or like ether. 

First view : The senses evolve like the jiva ; the 
sutra states this: 

1. mi PETIT: 1 
Similarly prUna-i. 
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The term prcina in the plural refers to the senses ; 
and the sutra states the view of the opponent that like 
the jiva the senses are not produced. What is the 
reason? As the non-origination of the jiva is known 
from the veda, so is the non-origination of the senses 
learnt from the same authority (1). The authority is 
the satnpatha (VI-1-1). 

Before creation this was asat indeed. Then they 
said ‘ What existed then.” “ Before creation rishis 
ever existed indeed.” They asked—“ Who were those 
rishis.” Pranas were the rishis .” 

This shows that the senses existed before creation. 
This text cannot be explained so as to mean that they 
existed for a long time ; like the texts relating to ether 
and air— 4 The fluid is air and ether ( antariksha )—this is 
imperishable’ ( hrihad ., IV"-3-3) ” ; the devata vayu (air) 
does not set ” ; for they are stated to have existed, when 
the whole world was dissolved. The texts affirming 
origination of the senses should be explained, like 
similar texts regarding the jiva : 

Final decision. The senses are produced like ether ; 
for in the texts “ Before creation, my dear, this was sat 
only ( chando ., VI-2-1); Before creation this was 

Atma indeed ; one only ” ( aita ., 1-1), it is stated that 
there was only one before creation. In the mumlaka 
text “ From Him came forth praria, mind and all the 
senses ” (II-1-3) their origination is taught; and they 

(1) The authority for holding the view that there is 
no origination, mentioned in sutra 18 of the preceding section, 
is applied to the case of the senses by this sutra. 
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could not have existed before. The case of the senses 
differs from that of the jiva ; for there are no texts as 
in his case denying origination and affirming eternal 
existence. In the text relied on in the first view 
reference is made by the term prctna to the highest Atma 
alone, and the term prana denotes Him by well- 
established usage (See sutra, 1-1-24). The term nshi 
(seer) is appropriate only in the all-knowing Being, and 
not in the non-intelligent senses, which are not seers, but 
only instruments in perception (1). 

2. j^tjq^F^lTlcEirap^: I 

(The piural of the term prUnas) is secondary , because 
of impossibility ; this again because He is stated to 
have existed before. 

Because it is stated that there was one only before 
evolution, the existence of many was impossible, and 
the plural ending should be ignored (2) (See Intro., para 
34). And that one is known to be Brahma. 

3. 1 

Because words must be preceded by the objects 
which they denote. 


(1) There is no sutra here stating the final decision 
as in other cases. The reasons stated follow from the 
nature of things, and were intended by the author of the 
sutras. They are not stated in the next sutra : for it is 
concerned only with the explanation of the plural ending of 
the world pranas. 

(2) See Introduction, para 34. In the word pusan the 
plural ending being unsuitable is ignored ; and the mantra, in 
which the word occurs, is recited without change. 
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Before evolution commenced, there was no 
differentiation, and there was no object with a form 
and a name ( brihad ., III-4-7). Hence speech and other 
senses did not then exist, as they had no work to do- 
The word prana should denote the only thing that did 
exist, viz., Brahma. 


Sub-section 2 

How many are the senses? The doubt arises from 
different statements in the veda. The opponent states 
his view : 

4. i 

They are seven; because that number is said to go 
about, and because seven are specified. 

Seven senses only are said to go about in the 
worlds with the jived when he comes to birth, or when 
he departs. 

From Him come forth these seven worlds, in which 
wander the prarias, that are placed seven and seven (in the 
various parts of the body) and that during sleep come to 
the cavity of the heart (munda., II-1-8). 

The word ‘ seven ’ is repeated to indicate that each 
person has seven senses. Seven senses are also specified. 

When the five senses ( jnana) remain still with the 
mind, and buddhi does not work, that condition is said to be 
the highest going (katha., II-6-10). 

The going towards release on the abandonm ent of 
motions within the body is described in the verse as the 
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‘ highest going From these texts and the mention of 
the term jnana in the second text, it may be concluded 
that the jiva's instruments are seven—ear, skin, eye, 
tongue, nose, (1) buddhi and mind, and only seven. 

2. Objection. Reference is made to others as being 
instrumental in the perception of objects thus—“ Eight 
are the grahas (instruments of perception) ( bfihad ., 
V-2-9); The pranas located in the head are seven ; 
two are below.” And in other texts describing prGna 
as many as fourteen are stated, including with those 
already stated the following—speech, hands, feet, 
excretory organs, sex organ, ahamkclra and chitta. How 
can it be said that the number is only seven ? Reply. 
They are not stated to go about with the jiva. Owing 
to the very slight service which they render to him, 
they are termed prana in a secondary sense. 

Final decision. This is stated in the next sutra: 

5. fP4ctS?n%IR i 

But there are hands and other (organs of action), 
which are needed while he is in the body. There¬ 
fore not so. 

These organs are required by the jiva as his instru¬ 
ments for enjoyment, and their functions differ from 
those of the senses. The work, which they do, like 
taking up a thing and the like, is seen like the work 
done by the senses of perception. They also exist and 
should not be regarded as non-existing. Hence, the 

(l) The first five words refer to the senses, which are 
located in the organs of the body mentioned. 

78 
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number is eleven. The mind thinks, resolves and attaches 
itself to something and receives the names, chitta , 
buddhi and ahamkara. ; but the mind is one. In thinking 
the mind is helped by previous tendencies ; in resolving 
by the element mahat ; and in forming attachments by 
the element ahamkara. Adding the five senses and the 
five organs of action the number is eleven (1). When a 
higher number is stated, reference is made to the 
different functions of the mind; and when a lower 
number is stated, reference is made to the particular 
functions then under consideration (2). 


Sub-section 3 

6. mm i 

They are atoms. 

First view. The senses are all-pervading ; for it is 
said “ All those are alike ; all are unlimited ” {brihad.., 
III-5-13). 


(1) This number is stated ; These pranas in the jiva 
are ten; rdma (mind) is the eleventh (brihad., V-9-4). The 
senses are ten and one ; those that are perceived by the 
senses are five ( bhagavad-glta , XIII-5). Some say that the 
senses come forth from rr.josa ahamkara ; but they come 
forth from the s<7 tvika ahamkara ; they are ten and the 
eleventh is mind ( vishnu , 1-2-49). 

(2) All the eleven agree in being products of the 
finest variety of ahamkara. The mind is singled out as 
being the leading sense among them. The sensory organs 
are distinguished from the motor organs, because each set 
has its own functions. 
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Final decision. The senses are atoms. 

It is stated “ When prana follows the jiva out of 
the body, all the pranas follow it and get out of the 
body ” (brihad., VI-4-2). From this mention of going out 
of the body, it is clear that the senses are of limited 
dimension. When they go out, they are not seen by 
by-standers. Hence they are subtle (,1). The text quoted 
in the first view refers to meditation on the senses as 
possessing the capacity to do very many things. 

7. | 

And the principal pr~aja (is produced). 

In the colloquy of the pranas prana, the vital prin¬ 
ciple, is decided to be the principal, as it helps the 
continued existence of the body. This prana also origi¬ 
nates. Because the existence of one thing only before 
evolution is affirmed ; because in the text “ From Him 
came forth prana, mind, and all the senses ” (munda 
II-1-3) it is said to have evolved like the elements ; 
and because there is no text denying its origination. 
It may be thought that the text “ That one with svadha 
(the goddess Lakshml) breathed, but without air ” refers 
to breathing, the function of prana ; but it is not so. 


(1) Though they are of limited size, they can in the 
absence of obstruction grasp numberless things, as the light 
of a lamp does. The term ‘ atom ’ as applied to the senses, 
means that they are of limited dimension, but that they 
are not sufficiently gross to be capable of being perceived. 
They are not like the jiva of the smallest size possible ; this 
is accepted having regard to a particular text. 
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Reference is made, not to the jiva's instrument prana, 
but to Brahma ; for the text itself states ‘ without air 
The fact stated in the sutra follows from the pre¬ 
ceding sutras and for the reasons given therein. This 
sutra has, however, been added merely for the purpose 
of the next sutra. 


Sub-section 4 

The question for consideration is whether prana is 
mere air, the second of the great elements, or its move¬ 
ment, or air alone modified in a particular way. 

First view. It is air alone ; for it is stated “ which 
is prana, that is air ”. Or as air in itself is not well- 
known to be prana, and as it is well-known to denote 
breathing, it is its movement. 

Final decision. This is stated in the sutra : 

8. b qigfotr i 

It is not air; nor its movement; because it is 
separately mentioned. 

The statement is made in the mundaka text quoted 
under the preceding sutra. For the same reason— i.e., its 
separate mention— prana is not the movement of air. 
For the actions of fire, water and other elements are not 
mentioned in the text along with them as separate 
substances. The text quoted in the first view means 
that air by a change of condition becomes prana ; but 
that it is not a new substance like fire and the rest. 
The purpose of the text is to show this fact. That 



SUB-SEC. 4] 


FINAL DECISION 


621 


prfrria is not movement of air is also olear from usage. 
Referring to breathing, it is said prana moves about. 
In other words the word is used as denoting a substance, 
which moves about. 

9. dcUffrlSTTfeWT. I 

Like sight and other senses ; because it is taught 
along with them and for other reasons. 

It is not an element like fire; but it is an 
instrument of the jiva like sight and the others; 
for in the colloquy of the pranas it is mentioned along 
with the sense of seeing and others, which are admitted¬ 
ly the jiva's instruments ; and it will be appropriate to 
do so, only if it is of the same class as they. It is also 
specially mentioned as one among the jiva's instruments 
covered by the term prana thus “ That which is the 
principal prana ” ( chando ., 1-2-7). 


If prcLtia be an instrument of the jiva like sight and 
the rest, it must render some service, as they do ; but 
this is not seen. Hence it is not fit to be treated like 
them. To this objection the next sutra replies : 

10. * dld-RPU f? | 

The difficulty, that may be imagined on the assump¬ 
tion that it does not serve the jiva, does not 
exist; for such service is stated. 

The service is the supporting of the body and the 
senses ; and it is thus stated 

On the departure of which this body is seen to be 
most despicable, that alone is the best ichclndo., V-l-7). 
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Having made this statement, the upanishad explains 
how on the successive departure of speech and the other 
senses the body and the other senses functioned as 
before; and how when prana began to depart, all the 
rest were threatened with extinction. Prdya supports 
the body in five forms as prana, apana , vyana, udana and 
samana, and serves the purposes of the jiva. It is there¬ 
fore an instrument, no less than the eye and the rest. 


Are not prana and others enumerated different 
substances ; because their names are different, as also 
their functions ? The next sutra replies : 

11 . I 

One with five functions ; like the mind ; it is so 
stated. 

It is stated: 

Desire, resolve, douot, eagerness, dilatoriness, 
perseverance, fickleness, bashfulness, thought and fear 
all this is mind only ibrihad., III-5-3). 

Here as mind functions in these various ways, desire, 
resolve and the rest are not substances different from 
the mind ; but they are all the mind itself. Similarly 
in the same place the following statement is made: 
“ Prdna, apana, vyana, udana, samana —all this is prana 
only.” Hence prana is one ; and apana, and the rest are 
its conditions ; but they are not different substances. 
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Sub-section 5 

12. aqgs* | 

And an atom. 

As in the case of the senses, it is said to go out of 
the body. 

Him, when he goes out of the body, prana follows 
out of the body ( brihad ., VI-4-2). 

Hence it is of the size of an atom. This follows 
from sutra 6 of this section ; but a doubt is created by 
the followiug texts: “ He (prana) is equal to these 
three worlds, equal to all this (brihad., III-3-22) ; On 
prana everything rests; all this is enveloped in 
prana." One might presume from these texts that 
prana is of large size ; and it is to clear the doubt that 
a separate sutra has been added. When it is decided 
from the statement that prana goes out of the body, 
that it is limited in size, these texts should be under¬ 
stood as merely describing its greatness; because all 
living beings depend upon prilna for continued existence. 


Sub-section 6 

In the last five sub-sections the evolution of prana 
and the senses, their number and size were described. 
In sutra, II-1-5 it was shown incidentally that they are 
controlled by certain devatas. The jiva also controls 
them, as they are the instruments of his enjoyment; 
this is well-known to every man of the world ; and it is 
also stated in a vedic text. 
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In the very same way he takes hold of these (pratjas- 
senses) and moves about in his own body according to his 
pleasure ( brihad ., IV-1-18). 

The question for consideration is whether this 
control by the jiva and by the devatas is independent or 
whether it depends upon the will of tht highest Atma. 

First view. In regard to the jiva it was settled in 
sub-section 6 of the preceding section that his control is 
not independent. But in regard to the devatas the case 
is different; for they are worshipped by the jiva and 
give him the fruits that he desires. The highest Atma 
having placed them in this exalted position, they control 
the jiva’s instruments independently. 

Final decision. The devatas exercise their control 
subject to the will of the highest Atma. This is stated 
in the sutra: 

13. sqtffcrofaBR 3 I 

Control (of praya and the senses) by agni and other 
devatas along with the owner of prUna {jiva) comes 
about from His will. So does the veda teach. 

His will—the will of the highest Atm,a. Brihad 
aranyaka chapter Y, section 7, states that the highest 
Atma controls as the inner ruler the jiva, his senses and 
the devatas in the performance of their own work (1). 
(See ana., VIII-1, and brihad., V-8-8) (2). 

(1) The texts refer especially among others to fire, 
air, the sun, the jiva, and the eye. 

(2) The mention of the jiva in the sutra is by way of 
illustration. In this matter of subjection to the will of the 
highest Atmd, there is no difference between the jiva, and 
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14. era ^ 1 

And because it (control by Brahma) is eternal. 

This is a part of the nature of all beings and is 
therefore a permanent factor. Hence every being 
exercises control over other things subject to His 
control. This is due to His entry into every thing for 
the purpose of control (ana., VI-3-3). This is stated in 
the bhagavad-glta also “ Supporting all this world with a 
fragment of My power, I remain ” (X-42). 


SUB-SECTION 7 

15 . cr gfcwf&I WM I 

They, except the chief prana, are denoted by the 
term indriya ; because it is so stated. 

The term prdga denotes the senses and prana. The 
question for consideration in this sub-section is whether 
all of them are denoted by the term indriya , or whether 
the chief prana should be left out. The first view is 
that all of them are denoted by the term ; for they are 
covered by the term prana, and are the jiva's instru¬ 
ments. The sutra states the final decision. The text is 

The indriyas are ten and one ; and five are objects 
perceived by them ( bhagavad-glta , XIII-5). 

the devatus, however exalted their position may be. The 
meaning is not that the devatus are independent in them¬ 
selves and that they are subject to the control of the 
highest Atma only in their relation to the senses. What 
is meant is that even their existence depends upon Him. If 
so. how can there be any doubt as to their control of the 
senses, or as to control of them by the jiva ? 

79 
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16 . i 

Because of separate mention and of difference. 

In the text 

From Him came forth prana , mind, and all the 
senses (indriyas). ( munda ., II-1-3). 

Prana is specified separately from the indriyas. Though 
mind also is mentioned separately, it is stated to be one of 
the indriyas elsewhere—as in the bhagavad-glta (XV-7), 

The indriyas (senses), with the mind as the sixth- 
And they differ in action. In deep sleep prana 
continues to work, while the action of the others is 
suspended. The senses and the mind are instruments 
in perception or action, while prana supports the body 
and the senses. Because of this fact—the support of 
the senses by prana— they are denoted by the term 
prana. “ All those are the bodies of that only ; hence 
they are called by the name prana ” (brihad ., III-5-21). 
By the term ‘ body ’ it is meant that their activities 
depend upon it. 

Hence the term is used in its primary meaning as 
regards prana , and in a secondary sense as regards the 
others (1). 


(1) The two reasons stated in the sutra. constitute 
but one reason; and this is the separate mention supported 
by difference. If the reasons be regarded as different, the 
sutra must be treated as two instead of being one. Unless 
difference as pointed out is proved, its separate mention 
must be justified as in the case of mind. One more reason. 
Indriyas are products of the finest variety of ahamkura, 
while prania is a product of the element air. 



Sub-section 8 


In section 3 and in this section up to sub-section 7 
evolution of the elements and the jiva's instruments 
from the highest Atma was established ; and this is 
known as samashti evolution. This sub-section proceeds 
to consider whether the other variety, known as vyashti, 
and consisting in the making of names and forms, is the 
work of the four-faced one (1) or the work of the highest 
Atma appearing as his inner ruler, as He created water 
and earth appearing as the inner ruler of fire and water 
respectively. 

First view. It is the work of the four-faced one ; 
for the text states : 

I will enter these three devatus as the inner ruler 
of this jiva and make diverse names and forms (chando., 
VI-3-2). 

The words found in the original are anena jivena 
atmana, i.e., by this jiva-citma ; and they show that a 
jiva was concerned in this work, though the sentence 
appears to refer to the highest Atma. He did not will 
to do the work in His own form ; but in the form of a. 
jiva, who is a part of Himself. 

2. Here certain objections are stated, to which 
the opponent replies: (i) The text is of the same form 
as the sentence ‘ I will enter through a spy and 
ascertain the strength of the enemy’s force ’; and if it 


(1) The epithet samashti jiva rUpa is added to the 
name of the four-faced one. For the meaning of the term 
and for the reason for adding it see note (1) on page 317. 
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were understood in the same way, the first person of 
the verb and the action of the speaker in the form of 
entry would be understood in a secondary sense. Reply. 
In the example given the king and the spy being 
different persons, resort to a secondary sense cannot be 
avoided. But here the jiva being a part of Himself, 
entry by him and the other work would be His own. 
There is therefore no resort to secondary meanings. 

3. (ii) Another objection. The word saha 
(together) should be supplied; and the instrumental 
case-endings of the three words should be connected 
with it. The meaning will then be ‘ I will enter 
together with this jiva atmaReply. The case-ending 
is added to a word either to indicate that what is 
denoted by the word is an instrument connected with 
an action, or because it is joined to particular words 
like the word saha here. According to the grammarian 
so long as the addition of the case-ending may be 
explained with reference to the former, resort to the 
latter is not legitimate. Hence the interpretation 
suggested will not do. 

4. (iii) Still another objection. The three words 
indicate an instrument. Reply. The highest Atma 
does two things—He enters and makes diverse names 
and forms ; but in neither of them is the jiva a most 
useful instrument. 

5. (iv) A last objection. The jiva is concerned 
with the entry only; and the other action is by the 
highest Atma. Reply. The two actions should be by 
the same person; for the original has anupravisya 
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(having entered) ; and the termination in the term 
indicates this. 

6. Hence the interpretation stated in para 1 holds. 
In order to show that the entry by the highest Atmd 
was by a portion of Himself, viz., the jiva, and not in 
His own form, reference is made in the third person ‘ by 
this jiva cLtma That the making of diverse names and 
forms was by the four-faced one is confirmed by the 
smritis ; for it is mentioned in the place where creation 
by him is described (1). 

Final decision. The making of diverse names and 
forms was by the highest Atmd, and this is stated in 
the sutra: 

17. feffcfrict Sq^riTcI I 

The making of names and forms was by Him who 
compounded the elements ; so is it taught. 

The text referred to is 

That same devatd willed ‘ I will enter these three 
devatas as the inner ruler of this jiva, and make diverse 
names and forms. I will make each of them a triple 
compound ’ ( chando VI-3-2 and 3). 

This shows that the two operations were the work 
of one and the same. The compounding of the elements 
could not have been the work of the four-faced one; for 
it was only after the elements were compounded and the 
egg-shaped universe emerged that he appeared on the 

(1) At the beginning he made the names and forms of 
beings beginning with the devas, and determined what work 
each class should do ; this was done with vedic texts alone 
{ vishnu , 1-5-63). 
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scene (1). Hence it was the work of the highest AtmH, 
and the other operation was therefore by Him alone. 
What then is the meaning of the expression “ By this 
jiva dtmd ” ? The words jiva and atm<2 being in apposi¬ 
tion, the term jiva means the highest Atma appearing 
in the form of the jiva, as the terms tejas and apah in 
the texts ‘That tejas willed,' and ‘ those apah willed,’ 
mean Brahma appearing as tejas (fire) and apah (water). 
The making of names and forms was therefore His work 
appearing in the form of the four-faced one. 

In this interpretation the difficulties pointed out in 
paras 2 to 5 of the first view will disappear, and the 
mention of the making of names and forms in the place, 
where creation by the four-faced one is described, will 
receive a natural explanation (2). 

The opponent disputes this conclusion, and urges 
the following reasons: (i) The composition also was by 

(1) The appearance of the four-faced being within the 
egg-shaped universe is thus stated : ‘ In this egg-shaped uni¬ 
verse Brahmti, the grandfather of all the worlds, appeared.’ 

(2) The meaning of the text is as follows : I will 

enter these three devatas — i.e., tire, water and earth—clothed 
with all the jivas in their undifferentiated conditions, and 
will make names and forms; i.e., I will create diverse 

objects beginning with the devas and make their names. 
For this purpose I will make each of the elements fire, 
water and earth a compound of the teree ; for while they 
remain separate substances, they will be unable to create 
the diverse products of the world; and by compounding 
them they will acquire a capacity for such creation. 
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a jiva. Composition is taught as having taken place, 
after the egg-shaped universe was created, and therms 
were made by the four-faced one: 

Learn from me, dear, how these three deoatas reach¬ 
ing the jiva become each triple. Food eaten divides into 
three parts ; of them the grossest part becomes fasces ; the 
middle part becomes flesh ; the subtlest becomes the mind, 
and so on. See Vedic Texts. 

(ii) Similarly, in the previous section of the same 
upanishad it is stated : 

The red colour of fire is the colour of the element 
fire ; the white colour is the colour of the element water ; 
the dark colour is the colour of the element earth 
(Ibid.. VI-4-1). 

Composition is thus shown in the fire made by the 
four-faced one, and also in the sun, the moon and light¬ 
ning in the verses that follow, (iii) And composition is 
also stated after the making of names and forms. See the 
text quoted in the final decision under the preceding 
sutra. 

The next sutra refutes this objection : 

18 . i 

Flesh and the others are products of earth ; and in 
the other two cases according to the terms used. 

See Vedic Texts. In the first verse food eaten is 
stated to separate into three parts—faeces, flesh and 
mind, and each of them is said to be finer than the 
preceding one. If composition were taught here, as the 
elements earth, water and fire are each finer than the 
preceding one, and as the products should be like the 
causes, flesh would be a portion of the element water. 
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and mind a portion of the element fire. But they are 
not; for they are stated at she beginning of the verse 
to be products of earth like fasces. Similarly, in regard 
to water drunk, and fire (oil or butter) eaten dealt with 
in the next two verses. The water drunk separates into 
three parts—urine, blood and prana ; according to the 
opponent’s view urine would be a portion of the 
element earth, and prana a portion of the element fire ; 
but both are stated to be products of water. The fire 
eaten separates into bone, marrow and speech ; of which 
the first two would be portions of the elements earth, 
and water ; but they are stated to be products of fire. 
Next, the opponent’s view would conflict with the last 
verse of the upanishad. 

Mind, my dear, is a product of food ; prana is a 
product of water; speech is a product of fire ; 

For in his view they would all be portions of 
fire. Hence, what is shown here is how the three 
elements already compounded are changed on reaching 
man into three different products. The composition 
should have taken place before the egg-shaped universe 
emerged ; for in their uncompounded state they were 
not able to produce anything (1). Hence the order of 

(l) When the three elements unite with one another, 
then alone are they able to begin any work ; this uniting is 
composition. This is stated in a smriti verse : “ When the 
products, beginning with mahat and ending with the great 
elements remained separate, they had different capa¬ 
cities ; and without mixing and combining with one another, 
they were unable to create the products of evolution. 
Mixing and combining with one another, they formed the 
egg-shaped universe ” ( vishnu, 1-2-53 and 54). 
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the operations stated in the verse—making names and 
forms and composition of the elements—is superseded 
by the order determined by the nature of things. See 
Introduction, para 26 (iii). The reference to the com¬ 
position in section 3 of the upanishad was for the purpose 
of making the student form a conception of the opera¬ 
tion, as being within the universe he could not be shown 
the composition in the elements outside of it. 


If earth, water and fire are each of them com¬ 
pounds, why are they referred to by words denoting 
one element only ? 

19. I 

o 

This denotation is due to the predominance of nn 
element in each compound. 

Though each compound contains the three elements, 
one of them predominates ; and the compound in which 
earth predominates is earth and so on. 





vnwrarcn fls&ftraiq sro: | 


CHAPTER III 
SECTION 1 

IN the first chapter the highest Atma was established as 
the only cause of the evolution of the world ; and it 
was shown that the upanishads teach that it is this 
Being, who is free from the touch of every blemish, and 
is the seat of infinite good qualities, and who stands 
apart from every thing else, that should be meditated 
on by those that desire release. In the second chapter 
this conclusion was confirmed by answering objections 
brought forward by opponents, by exposing the flaws in 
theories not based on the veda, and by reconciling 
apparent inconsistencies in vedic statements in regard to 
the evolution of particular products. The result is to 
show the highest Atma as He is. In the third chapter 
the means of reaching Him, viz., meditations, are 
examined. One will be induced to commence medita¬ 
tion, when he does not desire anything other than the 
Being that is to be reached, and longs to go to Him. In 
order that these may be brought about, the unpleasant 
experiences of the jiva in his wanderings in other worlds 
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and in the conditions of wakefulness, dream, deep sleep 
and trance, and the freedom of Brahma from them and 
the possession of good qualities by Him are described in 
the first and second sections. 

Sub-section 1 

In this sub-section the question is considered 
whether in going from one body to another the jiva goes 
forth enveloped in the elements in a subtle condition, 
from which a body may be formed, or not. 

First view. Wherever the jiva goes, he can find 
the elements in a subtle condition, and he goes on with¬ 
out them. 

Final decision. He goes on enveloped in them. 
This is stated in the sutra : 

In going from one body (l) to another, the jiva goes 
on enveloped (in the elements in a subtle condi¬ 
tion). (This is evident) from the auestions put 
and the explanations given. 

See Vedic Texts. In the chandogtja, chapter V, 
sections 3-10, Pravdhana put five questions to fjvetaketu, 
one of which was 

Do you know how in the fifth offering water receives 
the name purusha (man). 

In answering this question himself Pravahana 
compares the heaven-world to a sacrificial fire, into 

(l) The first word in the sutra, tad, refers to the 
term murti in sutra 17 of the preceding section. It means 
body. 
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which what is called sraddha is offered by the devas — i.e., 
the jiva's senses ; and this sraddha becomes a divine 
body, known as soma king. He then compares parjanya 
(devata in charge of rain), the earth, man and woman 
to four other fires ; into the first of which the divine 
body referred to is offered ; and it becomes rain. This 
is offered into the next fire—the earth, and it becomes 
food. This is offered into the next fire—man, and it 
becomes semen. And this semen is offered into the last 
fire—woman, and it becomes an embryo, and when it 
grows, it receives the name man. Having given this 
explanation, Pravahana closes the reply to this question 
with these words 

Thus in the fifth offering water receives the name 

‘ man ’. 

It is clear from this explanation that in all the five 
offerings water in a fine condition is the thing offered ; 
and this water is the five elements in a subtle condition, 
from which the future body after undergoing these 
transformations is formed. The jiva therefore goes on 
from one world to another enveloped in these five 
elements. 


Here the question arises—Why is the jiva said to 
be euveloped in all the five elements, when reference is 
made to water only. The next sutra replies : 

2 . | 

Because water consists of the three elements ; and 
because in the compound water predominates. 
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By the term ‘ water ’ reference is made to a com¬ 
pound of all the elements, as water by itself cannot 
make up the body. It was to make the elements 
capable of doing so, that they were compounded. And 
water in the form of blood predominates among them. 

3 qioFT^ i 

And because prana and the senses are said to accom¬ 
pany the jiva. 

This is stated in a hrihad aranyaka text: 

When the jiva goes out of the body, prana goes after 
him out of the body ; and when prUha goes out of the body, 
all the senses go after it out of the. bodv (VI-4-2) (1). 

Prana and the senses can depart and go after the 
jiva only when there is a vehicle to carry them ; and 
for this reason also it must be admitted that he goes 
about enveloped in the five elements. 

4. 1 

If it be contended “ Because going to tire and the 
rest is stated,” the reply is—“No; because this 
going is in a secondary sense.” 

Reference is made here to the brihad aranyaka text: 

When the speech of this dead person enters fire, 
prana the air, the eye the sun, the mind the moon, the ear 
the quarters, the body the earth, the at mu the ether, the 
hairs of the body shrubs, the hairs of the head trees, blood 
and the seed water, where then is this person (V-2-13). 


(1) This is stated in a srhriti text also : ‘ He draws to 
himself the senses and the mind, that are in prakriti (body). 
When he, the ruler, enters a body, or goes out of it, he goes 
gathering them up, as the wind gathers scents from flower¬ 
beds, (bhagavadglta, XV, 7 and 8). 
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Here the places to which prana and the senses go, 
when a person dies, are described. They cannot there¬ 
fore go with the jiva as stated in the preceding sutra ; 
and the text therein relied on should be understood 
differently. To this objection the reply is—no. Because 
the entering stated here is not literally true. For, the 
hairs of the body and the hairs of the head do not enter 
shrubs and trees. Hence prana and the senses, which 
are mentioned with these, do not enter fire and the rest. 
The statement in the text refers to the departure of the 
devatas, who controlled prana and the senses. 

5. fH | 

If it be said ” Because the term ‘ water ’ is not men¬ 
tioned in the first offering,” the reply is—“ No. 
That alone, and it is only then that (the question 
and explanation) will be appropriate.” 

The statement that the jiva goes enveloped in 
water in a subtle condition united to other elements is 
not correct; for what is offered into the first fire is 
sraddha ; and not water, firaddha is a state of mind of the 
jiva , viz., eagerness. Hence water is not offered into this 
fire as assumed. To this contention the sutra replies: 
Because water alone is indicated by the word sraddha. 
Otherwise an appropriate reply would not have been given 
to the question put—“ Do you know how in the fifth 
offering water receives the name purusha (man).” It is 
true that at the beginning of the reply reference is made 
to sraddha as the thing offered ; but if the term does not 
denote water, the question put would refer to one thing 
and the reply to another. Further, the summing up at 
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the end of the reply indicates that sraddha is water. 
From the use of the word how ( yatha ) the question 
relates, to the transformations of water. The trans¬ 
formations are stated to be the divine body, rain, food, 
semen and embryo ; and having said this the summing up 
is “ thus in the fifth offering water receives the name 
man ”. Lastly, in the veda the term sraddha is used to 
denote water as in the text “He carries water; 
sraddha indeed is water ", 

If it be said “ Because no mention is made (of the 
jiva)," the reply is “ No—because reference to those 
that perform yagas and the rest is observed ”. 

The opponent again disputes the conclusion on the 
ground that in this context no mention is made of the 
jiva. What is mentioned is sraddhu and other condi¬ 
tions of water as offerings made. The sutra replies: 
In section 10 of the upanishad , verse 3, reference is made 
to those that remain in their villages and perform 
yagas, carry out works of public utility, give away from 
their possessions, and do like things without however a 
knowledge of Brahma ; and it is stated that they go to 
the heaven-world, and become soma king, and that 
when their good karma is exhausted, they return and 
are re-born (1). In section 4 it is stated that when 

(1) They that live in the village and perform yagas, 
carry out works of public utility, give away from their 
possession and do like things, go to smoke. . . . From 

the world of the pitfis to ether •, from ether to the moon ; 
they become soma king. They are the food (anna) of the 
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sraddha is offered into the fire of the heaven-world, it 
becomes soma king. As the texts in both places have 
the same meaning, it must be understood that the jiva 
invested with a body in the condition of sraddha re¬ 
appears in a divine body known as soma king. Further, 
a body being by nature a qualifying attribute of the 
jiva , every word denoting it denotes also the jiva of 
whom it is the qualifying attribute. Hence, the jiva 
goes about enveloped in the subtle elements. 


Here the opponent makes a last stan.d, and draws 
attention to the following sentences in the same section 
(10) of the apanishad : 

They become soma king ; they are the food of the 
devas \ them the devas eat. 

He contends that the words * soma king ’ cannot refer to 
the jiva. For he is not capable of being eaten. To 
this the next sutra replies : 

7. RlTbqj5filcqfq?WTTft 

The word anna Hood) is used in a secondary sense. 
Because they do'hot know the highest Atrna ; so is 
it taught. 

Those, that perform yagas and the rest without 
knowing the highest Atma, become instruments of the 
devas' enjoyment. Here they perform yagas as their 

devas ; them the devas eat (verse 4). There they dwell till 
all the kamor to yield fruit there is expended. Then they 
return by the very same path by which they went (verse 5). 
Whoever eats food, or emits semen, they become those 
persons (verse 6). 
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worship. Pleased with this, the devas enable them to 
reach their own world, where these persons have the 
same enjoyment as the devas themselves, and become 
instruments in their enjoyment. And this is stated : 

Now, he that meditates on another being, thinking 
This being is one, and I am another,’ does not know. 
As a beast is (to man), so is he to the devas. As many 
beasts nourish a man, so does each person nourishes the 
devas ( brihad ., III-4-10) (1)- 

Hence, to signify what a jiva becomes—an instrument 
in the hands of the devas for their own enyoyment— 
the words food and eating are used. They are there¬ 
fore used in a secondary sense. The eating by the 
devas is merely to be pleased ; this is stated: 

The devas do noteat; they do not drink; seeing 
that same amrit.a (nectar) they are pleased (chando 

III-6-1). 


SUB-SECTION 2 

In the preceding sub-section it was shown that so 
long as sam.sara lasts, connection with a body cannot be 
avoided. In this sub-section it w T ill be explained that 
subjection to karma , which leads to such connection, 
cannot be got rid of. The question for consideration is— 
when a jiva returns from the heaven-world on the 
completion of his enjoyment, has he any karma left 
or not ? 

(1) This is also stated in a smriti verse : “ Those that 
worship the devas go to the devas ; those that love Me 
come to Me ” (bhagavad glta, VII-23). 

81 
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First view. He returns with no karma ; for he has 
enjoyed the fruit of all his karma. This is stated : 

There they dwell till all the karma to yield fruit 
there is expended ; then they return by the very same path 
by which they went ( chando., V-10-5). 

The word used in the original is sampcttam, which 
means the karma , which takes the jiva to the heaven- 
world. This is confirmed by a bj-ihad aranyaka text— 

Having reached the end of karma, which he does 
here, whatever it be, he returns from that world to this 
world to do karma (VI-4-6). 

Final decision. He returns with a remnant of 
karma. This is stated in the sTitra : 

8 . 1 

On the good karma being spent, one returns with a 
remnant of karma ; this is known from the veda 
and smritis. He returns, as he went, and also 
otherwise. 

The veda states: 

Those, that return here, if they have good karma, 
reach good births—birth as a brahmana, as a kshattriya, or 
as a vaisya. Those, that return here, if they have bad 
karma, reach evil births—birth as a dog, as a hog or as an 
out-caste (chando., V-10-7). 

This shows that those that return have still good or 
bad karma left (1). The texts quoted by the opponent 

(1) This is stated by smritis also—Those, that 
perform the duties of their caste and stage of life, depart¬ 
ing from here, enjoy the fruit of their karma, and return 
with the remainder. By this they attain birth in good 
countries, castes and families ; they have good figure, long 
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must therefore be understood as referring only to the 
karma which began to yield fruit. For, it is not fit that 
one karma should be wiped out by the experiencing of the 
fruit of another karma. Each karma must yield its own 
fruit or it must be neutralised by penance. The bpihad 
aranyaka text also should be explained in the same way. 

Those, that return from the other world, come back 
along the same path by which they went and also 
otherwise. They went along the path, which are marked 
by smoke, night, dark fortnight, the six months of the 
sun’s southward journey, the world of the pitris, ether 
and the moon. The return journey is from the moon to 
ether, air, watery vapour, cloud and rain-cloud. As 
they come down to ether, they return as they went. As 
they do not return to the world of the pitris , the return 
journey is otherwise. 

9. WTTftfd d^q^OTNfc! qiFTjjfafa: 1 

If it be contended “ Reference is made to charanu ” 
(general conduct), the reply is—“No; it must be 
understood to indicate karma. This is the view 
of Karshyajim." 

The opponent's argument is this: in the chcindogya 
text quoted the expressions used are ‘ those that have 

life, learning, wealth, good conduct, comfort and intelli¬ 
gence ; those that act in all ways will be the reverse and 
perish {Gautama). When they return with the remain¬ 
der of the fruits of karma, they attain good caste, good 
figure, good colour, strength, intelligence, knowledge of 
truth, wealth, the doing of good deeds and the like. This 
happiness like a revolving wheel is in both the worlds 
alone {Apastamba). 
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good charana ' and ‘ those that have bad charana ' ; the 
word charana does not denote good or bad deeds ; and it is 
used in the veda and in ordinary literature to denote 
general conduct (1). Hence the nature of re-birth is 
determined by general conduct, but not by the remnant of 
karma. The sutra refutes this view. General conduct 
by itself cannot produce pleasure or pain ; these are the 
fruits of particular acts, good or bad. Hence the term 
charana must be understood as including good and 
bad deeds. 

10 . | 

If it be contended “ In this view general conduct 
would be purposeless the reply is—“ No ; because 
it is required.” 

The objection is that general conduct is enjoined 
by the snifitis ; and that it would serve no purpose, if it 
did not produce its fruit. This is met by the view that 
good deeds depend upon general good conduct; (2) for 
it is only one, whose general conduct is good, that is fit 
to do good deeds. 


(1) In the world the terras charana, achara (general 
conduct), slla, and vrittu are regarded as synonymous ; and in 
the veda , charana and karma are distinguished thus. “ Those 
karma s, that are unobjectionable, should be done ; our good 
conduct ( sucharita ) should be followed by you ” (taitti., 
slksha. , 11-2). 

(2) It is so stated—one without sandhyd (meditation 
at sunset and sunrise) is ever impure, and is unfit for all 
karmas (manu ); the veda s- do not purify one without 
good conduct. 
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11 . jj 5(T#-. I 

But according to Badari, charana is good or bad deeds 
themselves. 

It is said ‘ he does ( acharati) a good deed ; he does 
a bad deed The root achar indicates karma —good or 
bad deed ; and the use of both charana and karma in 
the same text may be explained—one as indicating what 
is enjoined by a known text, and the other as depending 
upon a text, the existence of which must be inferred 
from the good conduct of virtuous men (1). When a 
word can be understood in its primary sense, it is 
improp to resort to a secondary sense. Hence Bcldari 
is of opinion that the word charana in the upanishad 
text means good and bad deeds themselves. 

The author of the sutras adopts Badari s view ; and 
he accepts also the argument in sutra 10—that general 
good conduct is fruitful in making one fit for doing 
good deeds. 


Sub-section 3 

In the two preceding sub-sections it was shown that 
a jiva in samsara cannot get rid of either connection 
with a body or connection with its cause, karma. It 

(1) This explanation depends on what is known as 
the go-ballvarda rule. The order is given ‘ bring the go 
(cow); bring the ballvarda (bull) Here the first order 
covers the bull also, as the term ' go ’ is a general term ; but 
as the second order, which has been given, should serve a 
purpose, the term ‘go’ is understood so as to exclude the 
bull. This is a case of a general rule and exception. 
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will be shown in this sub-section that this karma is not 
always good karma. The question for consideration 
is whether the jivas, who do not come within the 
description of those considered in the last sub-section, 
go on to the moon or not. The first view is stated in 
the first five sutras : 

12 3fftgTf^rilfpJrrofa ^ I 

It (ascent to the moon) is stated regarding others 
also—those that do not perform yagas and 
the rest. 

By the expression 4 Those that do not perform 
y&gas and the rest ’ reference is made to those that do 
not do what is enjoined and do what is prohibited. 
The statement is: 

Whoever depart from this world, all of them verily 
go to the moon ( kaushi , 1-9). 

Here no distinction is made, and all are said to go. 


The following objection might be raised. In this 
view all would go to the moon without distinction— 
whether they do good deeds or do evil deeds. The 
opponent replies: 

13. 1 

In the case of the others the ascent and descent take 
place after they have undergone punishment under 
the command of the devatU in charge of death. 
And it is taught that the sinful go to him. 
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By the term ‘ the others ’ men of evil deeds are 
indicated. As to their going to the devatcl in charge of 
death the authority is 

One, that thinks this world does not exist, nor the 
other, comes frequently under my sway ( kat-hn ., 1-2-6). 

14. i 

It is also taught by .smrih-writers— 

All these come under the control of yawn (dev at a in 
charge of death ’) (vishim, III-7-5). 

15. <flfq RH I 

And there are seven. 

‘ Seven ’—seven hells, mentioned by smriti -writers 
as places to which men of evil deeds have to go. 


If men of evil deeds go to seven worlds, how do 
they come under the sway of the devata in charge of 
death ? The next sutra replies : 

16. rfqjfq | 

Because his activity extends to them also; no 
difficulty. 


The opponent’s argument elaborated in these sutras 
is now refuted : 

17. fq?jrwnfrfa ?j q^fcnrr i 

(But the two paths are the fruits) of meditation on 
Brahma and of good deeds ; and they are the 
topics under consideration. 
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The opponent’s view is untenable. The path of 
the devas is trodden by those that meditate on Brahma, 
and the path of the pitfis by men of good deeds. Men 
of evil deeds have no access to either. The former path 
is closed to them ; because they do not meditate on 
Brahma ; similarly they do not go on the latter path, 
because they have not performed yagas , carried out 
works of public utility, or given away from their 
possessions. How is this known ? Reply. From the 
fact that meditation on Brahma is the principal topic 
in the consideration of the path of the devas, and that 
meritorious works are the principal topic in the descrip¬ 
tion of the latter. 

Those, that in this manner meditate on this (the 
nature of the pure jiva), and those, that in the forest medi¬ 
tate on Brahma with eagerness, go to light. But they, that 
remaining in the village perform yUgas, carry out works of 
public utility, give away from their possessions and do 
similar things, go to smoke ; etc. 

This being so, the text relied on by the opponent 
should be restricted to those described in the latter part 
of this text; it will then mean that all of them go to 
the moon. 


The opponent asks—if men of evil deeds do not 
ascend to the moon, the fifth offering being impossible, 
how can their body be made; for the fifth offering 
must be preceded by the ascent to the moon. The next 
sutra replies: 
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18 . ;r i 

In the third (place) no need (for the fifth offering). 
And so it is seen. 

By the expression ‘ third place ’ men of evil deeds 
are meant. In their case the fifth offering is not neces¬ 
sary for the making of their bodies. In reply to the 
question 

“ Do you know why that world is not filled ” it was 
stated “ These petty creatures, that continually return, do not 
go on either path ; they die only to be reborn immediately. 
This is the third place. Hence that world is not filled ” 
(chilndo., V-10-8). 

There is therefore neither ascent to the moon nor 
descent from it; and the heaven-world is not therefore 
filled. The reference to the fifth offering is merely to 
show that when the fifth offering is made, water 
receives the name man. It does not negative other 
ways ; for it has not been stated to be the only way. 

19. ^ | 

It is also affirmed by smrit/i-vrriters in the case of 
some persons in the world. 

In the case of some men of meritorious deeds their 
bodies are stated to have been formed without the need 
for the fifth offering. They are Draupadl , Dhrishtad- 
yumna and the like. 

20. ^153 1 

And this is seen (in the vedn). 

82 
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Vide the cMndogya text 

Of all these beings, those sprung from eggs, those 
sprung from living beings and those sprung from shoots 
( udbhid ), these three only (fire, water and earth) are the 
causes (VI-3-1). 

Of these the beings springing from shoots or from 
sweat do not need the fifth offering. 


To the doubt, that may be expressed that the last 
class is not mentioned in the text, the reply is: 

21. 1 

The third term (sprung from shoots) includes the 
class of beings springing from sweat. 

The final decision is that men of evil deeds do not 
go to the moon. 

Sub-section 4 

22. I 

The attainment of likeness to it; because of its 
fitness. 

Under sutra 8 it was shown that a person of meri¬ 
torious deeds descends from the moon to the ether and 
from the ether to the air. Having been air, he be¬ 
comes watery-vapour, cloud and rain-cloud, and then 
comes down as rain ( ch & ndo ., V-10-5 and 6). Here 
the question for consideration is in what sense does he 
become ether, air and the rest. Does he become these, 
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as he becomes deva or man, or does he only attain 
their likeness ? 

The first view accepts the former alternative on the 
analogy of the jiva in sraddhci becoming soma king, 
while the sutra states that the latter is the correct view. 
The taking up of a divine or human body is for experi¬ 
encing pleasure or pain. But here there is no occasion 
for it; and becoming ether and the rest must therefore 
mean that the descending jiva attaches himself to them 
and becomes like them. Owing to the absence of a 
gross form, he cannot be perceived to be separate from 
them (1). 


SUB-SECTION 5 

The next question is—How long does the descending 
jiva remain in contact with ether and the rest, until he 
reaches the vegetable kingdQm ? It is answered in the 
next sutra: 

23. BifdRR'Ji RSTdfT. I 

Not very long; because of the statement of a 
difference. 


(1) He is denied the pleasure of taking up ether and 
the rest as his bodies ; for they serve as the bodies of certain 
deoatus, who use them for their own enjoyment ; and he 
cannot use them at the same time. Nor can he become the 
devattts themselves ; for they were at the beginning of 
evolution placed in charge of what they control, and will 
exercise their functions to the very end of the current 
world-age, and cannot make room for a jiva descending 
every now and then (Nayamayukha tnullka, p. 237). 
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Farther on the upanishad states : 

They come down as rain ; they are born here as 
paddy or yava (a kind of grain), herbs or trees, gingelly seed 
or black-gram and the like. From thence escape is more 
difficult {chando.. V-10-6). 

From this special mention of greater difficulty it 
may be concluded that escape from the previous stages 
is easier and does not take a long time. 


SUB-SECTION 6 

On reaching the earth is the descending jiva born 
as described under the preceding sutra, or is he merely 
in contact with what is mentioned ? The first view is 
that as shown by the term jayante (are born) he takes 
up one of them as his body, as he takes up a divine or 
human body, when he becomes a deva or man. The 
sutra states the final decision : 

24. 3F=qTfafScl I 

Attached to bodies controlled by others ; because the 
statement is as in the previous cases. 

Where the experiencing of pleasure or pain is 
intended, there will be mention of the karma leading 
thereto, as in the text 

Those that return here, if they have good karma, 
reach good births, etc. {chando., V-10-7). 

Here no mention of karma is made, as it is 
not made in the case of becoming ether, air, etc. The 
karma , which had to yield fruit, yagas, and the rest, has 
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been expended by enjoyment in the heaven-world ; and 
what has yet to yield fruit is referred to further on in 
the upanishad by the expressions “ those of good chararia 
and those of evil charana ”, And between these two 
stages there is no karma, the fruit of which has to be 
experienced. Hence, the expression “ are born ” in the 
upanishad should not be taken literally. 

25. argsftfc! 3l^IcI | 

If it be contended “ Mixed with sin,” the reply is 
“ No ; because it is stated ”. 

The opponent disputes the conclusion reached, and 
argues: There is cause for the experiencing of pleasure 
or pain. The karma which leads one to the heaven- 
world for enjoyment—like a yaga —is mixed with sin ; for 
a goat,is injured by the offering of its membrane to the 
devata agnlshoma ; and the prohibition ‘ Do not injure 
any living being ’ is disobeyed. Here certain explana¬ 
tions are offered to show that no sin has been committed 
by this offering, and the opponent criticises them as 
shown below: 

(i) The offering, being made under a vedic injunc¬ 
tion, is an exception to the general rule. Criticism. 
This is not a case of exception. There is a general 
rule—whatever offering has to be made should be made 
into the ahuvanlya fire. In the soma yaga a cow, with 
which the soma creeper is purchased, is led seven steps ; 
and the earth under its hoof at the seventh step should be 
made into a heap and an offering of ghee should be made 
on the heaped earth. Here are two injunctions indicating 
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two places for but one offering; and owing to this 
conflict an exception to the general rule is accepted. 
Here, however, there is no such conflict. The injunction 
to make the offering states that the offering of the goat 
serves the yaga ; while the general rule attaches sin 
generally to the injury of living beings ; and the two 
matters are different. 

(ii) The general prohibition refers to cases where 
one acts from a desire to reap a fruit ; but not to cases 
where something is enjoined by the veda. Criticism. 
Here also the offering is made from desire. The text 
“ One desiring heaven-world should do yaga ” points out 
a yaga as the means to enjoyment in that world ; and 
one sets out to do the yaga only from a desire for the 
fruit. In the offering also of a goat’s membrane to the 
devata agnlshoma, knowing it to be serviceable in the 
doing of a fruit-yielding yaga, the sacrificer is led by 
desire. In this matter there is no difference between an 
injury done under cover of vedic injunction, and that 
done in the world to attain a personal benefit through 
an injury. Even in regard to actions, that are thought 
to be compulsory, the motive is to obtain some fruit, 
which is held up as superior and imperishable. 

Hence, yagas being blended with sin, the descending 
jivu enjoys the fruit of the meritorious element in the 
heaven-world, and in order to experience the fruit of the 
sinful element, he is born into the vegetable kingdom. 
That to be so born is the fruit of evil karma is stated : 

Man becomes a vegetable, owing to karma done 
with his body ( manu, 1-2-9). 
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The sutra dissents from this view. The killing of 
goats in yctgas is not injury ; for it leads the goats to the 
heaven-world. For it is said : 

It (the goat) goes up in a shining body to (heaven- 

world). 

An action, which leads to a superior good, cannot 
be characterised as injury, merely on the ground that it 
causes a little pain ; on the other hand it should be 
regarded as a great benefit conferred (1). A medical 
man, who makes a successful operation on a patient, is 
hailed as a benefactor and is praised, even though he 
causes temporary pain. 

26. | 

There is mention further on of contact with one that 
emits semen. 

The following is the text: 

Whoever eats food or emits semen, he becomes that 
person (chilndo., V-10-6). 

The descending jiva becomes that person. This 
cannot be taken as literally true ; and the only way to 
understand it is to regard him as attaching himself to 
the person eating the food or emitting semen. Simi¬ 
larly, being born as paddy or yava must be taken to mean 
attaching oneself to the paddy or yava. 

(1) This is stated in a mantra * you are not now 
killed ; nor are injured. Go to the devan alone by easy 
paths. The devata sun will take you to a place to which 
men of good deeds go, but not men of bad deeds ’ ( yajur , 
ashpika., 3, VTI-92). 
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27. I 

It is only after reaching the womb that a body is got. 

In all the previous stages beginning with coming to 
the ether there is only contact; and a body is attained 
only in . the last stage, i.e., on reaching the womb ; and 
here it is possible to experience pleasure and pain (1). 


5IT. 


(1) Thus the descent of the returning jiva is describ¬ 
ed. In the fifth sub-section it is shown that in contact 
with paddy or yava he remains a long time without enjoy¬ 
ment of pleasure. When the corn is cut, the jiva, who 
ensouled it, departs; but not so the returning jiva, who 
continues while the corn is cut, gathered, dried, put into a 
granary, husked, cooked and eaten. Having got into a 
man, he attaches himself to his semen. Even then he may 
not reach a woman's womb ; for the husband may have no 
sexual appetite, or the wife may be barren, or her menstrual 
period may have passed. He must manage to be eaten 
again by a man with his food. When he gets into the womb 
at last, he is enveloped by a thin membrane known as the 
amnion, and the misery of his position may be easily 
imagined. When the time for coming into the world arrives, 
he has to squeeze himself and get out through a narrow 
aperture. The upanishad has all this in view* when it 
states " Let one be disgusted with samsara ” {chUndo., V-10-8). 





CHAPTER III 
SECTION 2 

HAVING depicted the undesirable plight of the jiva, 
the author of the sutras proceeds to point out the great¬ 
ness of the highest Atm,a. Among this are the creation 
of a wonderful dream-world, and the receipt of all the 
jivas in deep sleep. These are referred to in the first 
two sub-sections. They show incidentally that in the 
dream-condition the jiva remains bound, his real nature 
being covered up by the will of the highest Atma. In 
the deep sleep condition, though he is for the time being 
without name or form, having no connection with his 
body, he is not conscious. 

Sub-section l 

In this sub-section the dream state is taken for 
consideration. 

i. i 

In the dream state the creation (is by the jiva ); for 
so states the veda. 


S3 
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Regarding dream (1) a brihad aranyaka text states : 

There are in that state no chariots, no chariot- 
horses, no roads ; but he creates chariots, chariot-horses, 
roads . . . For he is the maker (VT-3-10). 

Here the doubt is whether this creation is by the 
jiva himself or by the highest Atma. The first view is 
stated in this and the next sutra. The creation is by 
the jiva ; for only lie that perceives the dream is seen 
here. 

2. fanfarc % 3^*3 I 

And some state him to be the maker; and the things 
made are sons and the like. 

Reference is made to the following text from the 
katha : 

That purushu, who is awake, while those (all jivan) 
sleep, and who creates one kama (object of desire) after 
another (V-8). 

The term kama refers to what is desired. It does 
not mean mere desire. The objects of desire are sons and 
the like ; for in 1-23 of the same upanishad reference 
was made to sons and grandsons reaching the full age 
of a hundred years, to cows, elephants, and horses, 
and to gold as objects to be desired. Hence, the dream¬ 
ing jiva creates the chariots and the rest. And in the 
teaching of Prajapati (chando., VIII, sections 7-12) 
he is stated to be capable of creating by mere will. 


(1) The term used in the original is sandhya > which is 
interpreted as the place of dreams ; vide the text, “ Sandhyam 
is the third placs of dreams.” 




SUB-SEC. 1] 


FINAL DECISION 


659 


Hence even in the absence of the requisite instruments 
creation is possible by him. 

This view is now refuted : 

3. hNimq g I 

But the creation is verily wonderful ; and (it is not 
possible to the jiva) whose nature is not fully 
manifested. 

The expression used in the siitra means mere wily<2 ; 
and the term may a denotes something wonderful, as in 
the following verse “ She was born in the family of 
janaka, made as if she were the wonderful creation 
(rnayCi ) of the (leva (tsvara) ”. Here also what is created 
is wonderful. The chariots, horses and roads cannot be 
perceived by others; in that sense they do not exist. 
But they exist in the sense that they are perceived by 
the dreamer ; and they come to an end with the dream. 
And a wonderful creation of this kind is possible only to 
the omnipotent Brahma ; but not to the jiva. His omni¬ 
potence exists; but in his bound condition it does not 
fully appear. In the katha text relied on by the oppo¬ 
nent the creation is by the highest Atm,a alone. Both in 
the beginning and ending of the upanishad the powers 
to be found only in Him are stated (1) ; and in that 
text also reference is made to Him. As the hfihad 


(l) Who is awake while those (all ji ms) sleep ; He 
alone is light; He is Brahina ■, He alone is said to be 
immortality. Alt the worlds rest on Him ; no one excels 
Him (V-8). 
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dranyaka text conveys the same teaching, the creator is 
not the dreaming jiva, but the highest Atmd. 


If omnipotence is natural to the jiva , why is it not 
manifested ? The next sutra replies: 

4. qrifasqnr^ farrfld ddlgfW q-vqfqqqqt | 

By the will of the Supreme is it hidden. From that 
same cause the bondage of the jiva comes about, 
and his release should result from the same will. 

The jiva has made a chain of karmas reaching to 
the beginning-less past and is an offender; and as its 
result his natural divine power is prevented from 
appearing (1). 

5. Hlfq I 

Even this (non-appearance) results from connection 
with a body. 

In the manifested condition the jiva is connected 
with matter in the form of a body ; in the state of rest 
with subtle matter unfit to take a name and assume a 
form. In either case the connection with matter brings 
about the non-appearance of his true nature. To remain 
awake while all sleep, and to support all the worlds and 

(1) When in order to attain freedom from fear he 
obtains the power to meditate continuously on that Being, 
who cannot be seen, who has no body, who cannot therefore 
be described by words denoting attributes, and who has no 
support, he attains freedom from fear. When he makes 
even a small break in this, then fear comes to him (ana., 
VII-2). He alone makes one blissful, (Ibid., VII-l) ; From 
fear of Him the wind blows (Ibid., VIII-1). 
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the rest are possible only to the highest Atma. Hence 
He creates objects, that last only during the jiva's 
dream-condition, and that can be enjoyed only by him, 
so as to make him experience the fruits of very petty 
karma. 


It may be thought that power to create the dream¬ 
world comes to the jiva in the dream-condition. This is 
next shown to be impossible. 

6. qW-4 f| ^ I 

The dream indicates (coming good or evil) as known 
from the veda. And this is affirmed by those that 
know about it. 

This being so, the dreaming jiva does not create the 
things seen in dreams. If he did, he would create only 
what would indicate coming good. The fact that 
dreams indicate both good and evil (1) shows that, dream 
creations do not depend upon his will. Hence the 
creator of things seen in dreams is the highest Atma 
Himself. 


Sub-section 2 

7. ^ l 

The absence of dream (i.e., deep sleep) takes place 
in the nudis (blood vessels) and in the Atma ; so is 
it stated. 

(1) This is stated in a vedic text—‘ while karmas are 
being done for fruits, if one sees a woman in dreams, he 
should know that the karmas will be properly completed 
( chanda ., V-2-9) ; If one sees in a dream a black person 
with black teeth, he will kill him.’ 
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The place where the jiva remains in deep sleep is 
next considered. Here are the following statements: 

When a person sleeps, with his senses drawn in, and 
free from the turmoils of the day, and sees no dream, he has 
then entered the blood-vessels. Then no suffering touches 
him ; for he has then reached Light ( Brahma) ( chando ., 
VTII-6-3). Again, When he sleeps and does not know 
anything . . .he rests in purltal ( pericardium ) (brihad., 
IV-1-19). Again, When this person sleeps, he is then, my 
dear, united to Sat (chando., VI-8-1). 

Thus, the blood vessels, the pericardium and the 
highest Atma are stated to be the places where the jiva 
rests in deep sleep. The question for consideration is 
whether he chooses any one of the three places at 
pleasure, or whether he rests in all of them at the same 
time. The first view adopts the first alternative ; as 
the places are stated to be independent of one another 
and as one cannot be in many places at the same time. 
The sutra takes the latter alternative as the correct 
view ; for all the three places are specified in the upani- 
shads. When it is possible to take in all the places with 
reference to the function performed by each, it is 
improper to assume an option, which nullifies the alter¬ 
natives not selected for the time being (Intro., para 
39). And they do perform different functions, as do a 
palace, a bed-stead, and a bed to a sleeper. The blood 
vessels are like the palace ; the pericardium is like the 
bed-stead ; and the highest Atma is like the bed itself. 
Hence, He alone is the immediate resting place. 

8. ~m\ i 

Hence the awakening from Him. 
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The conclusion reached in sutra 7 explains why the 
jiva is said to go forth from the highest Atma when he 
awakes— 

When they return from Sat, they do not know ‘ We 
go forth from Sat' (chando., VI-10-2). 


Sub-section 3 

9. H i 

The same (that wont to sleep awakes); from karma, 
recognition, vedic statement and vedic injunction. 

The doubt arises whether the same person that went 
to sleep rises from it. For he is freed from all limita¬ 
tions, and unites himself with Brahma. This is also 
what happens to a jiva released from the bondage of 
karma. Hence one that goes into deep sleep is released ; 
and the jiva that appears is some other. This superficial 
view is refuted in the sutra. First, the karma done by 
the sleeper should be experienced by him alone, until he 
knows the truth and strives for perfection. Next, the 
person that awakes recognises himself thus “ I who 
went to sleep am the very same that awakes ”. Next, 
the vedic text states : 

Whatever they were before—whether a tiger, a lion, 
a wolf, a boar, a worm, a moth, a gnat or a fly—that again 
they become (chando., VI-10-2). 

Lastly, the injunctions in regard to striving for 
release will become meaningless, if every person on 
going to sleep should be released from karma. It is not 
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true that the person going to sleep is released from all 
limitations, and that he attains his true nature. In 
regard to such a person it is said : 

In truth he does not now (in sleep) know himself 
thus “ I am he ’; nor these beings. He has gone to annihi¬ 
lation. I do not see any good in this (chundo., VTII-11-1). 

As to one who is released from bondage it is stated: 

Reaching the highest Light, he appears in his true 
nature ... He moves about (1) there, eating, playing 
and rejoicing with women, carriages or relatives ( chando ., 
VIII-12-2 and 3). 

He becomes his own master (i.e., is no longer 
subject to the bondage of karma). He may move about 
in all the worlds according to his wish {Ibid., VII-25-2). 
The seer sees everything ; he attains everything in 
every way {Ibid., VII-26-2). The released jiva is all¬ 
knowing. Hence, the sleeping person is still within the 
wheel of births ; but for the time being all his instru¬ 
ments of knowledge and action are tired ; he is 
incapable of perception and enjoyment. He finds a 
resting place in the highest Atrna ; and being refreshed, 
he rises again for new enjoyment. 


SUB-SECTION 4 

10. gitrs'dRpqrfi: iNinit I 

In trance one goes half the journey (towards death) ; 
because not included in others. 

(1) The term in the original is paryeti, which has 
been interpreted also as enjoying Brahma all round. 
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In regard to one lying in a swoon, the question 
arises whether his condition is one of those already 
examined, or whether it is a separate condition 
altogether. The first view is that it is one of the other 
conditions; for it is so known ; and there is no ground 
for assuming it to be a new condition. The sutra states 
that the latter is the correct view. It is not the waking 
or dreaming state ; as the person is incapable of 
perception. It is not deep sleep, as the cause that brings 
it about is different, like a blow on the head and the 
like. Nor is it death, as the appearance of the person in 
a swoon is different. Hence, as it cannot be included in 
any of these conditions, it must be concluded that it is 
a different condition altogether. It is a half-way house 
on the road to death. In death prana is completely 
severed from the body, while in a swoon prana remains 
in the body, but in a subtle condition. 


Sub-sect ion 5 

We have considered the several conditions of the 
jiva, so that one may see his undesirable plight, and 
become disgusted with it. In order to create a longing 
to reach Brahma , it is shown in this sub-section that 
the highest Atm,a is free from all imperfections, and is 
the seat of all noble qualities (1). 

(1) Why is this sub-section necessary ? Was not this 
proved in the first two chapters ? Reply. The means to 
release are two-fold. One is the highest At mu Himself, who 

S4 
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The form of the question for consideration is 
whether the blemishes that attach themselves to the 
jiva, when he is in one of the conditions—wakefulness, 
dream, deep sleep or swoon, or when he rises from his 
body in death, will affect the highest Atma also, when 
as the inner ruler He abides with him in those places or 
whether He remains free. 

First view. He is affected ; because He abdies in 
the jiva's body in those conditions. 

2. Question. Was it not decided in sutras 1-2-8 
and 1-3-6 that not being subject to karma , the highest 
Atma is not affected by stay in another’s body. Why is 
the question re-opened ? Reply. Karma connects a 
person with a body, and produces its fruit as stated in 
sutra 5 of this section ; and this indicates that connection 
with a body is undesirable. Otherwise karma can 
itself yield pain without the intervention of a body. 
The body being impure in various ways, its connection 
must be undesirable, even to one that is not under the 


takes off the fetters -, and the other is meditation on Him. 
The former is known as siddhopaya —the means that already 
exists ; and the latter is sadhynpaya —the means that has to 
be brought about. To impress this distinction on the mind 
this sub -section has been added. Further, in the third section 
of this chapter the various modes of meditation have to be 
dealt with, which differ with reference to the attributes to 
be meditated on^ and it is ?iecessary to establish the fact 
that the highest Atma is not only free from all imperfections, 
but that He is also the seat of all noble qualities. For, 
the opposite view is held by some, which, if correct, would 
render section 3 of this chapter unnecessary ; as also 
sections 2 and 4. 
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sway of karma. That the highest Atma enters therm’s 
bodies of His own choice for the purpose of control 
cannot make a difference. For one to smear himself 
with pus, blood and the like, even if done by himself, 
must be unwelcome. The highest Atma may be the only 
cause of the evolution of the world ; He may be all¬ 
knowing and possess every other noble quality ; yet as He 
is said to abide in the element earth, the jiva , the eye, 
man’s semen and the like, He must be polluted by them. 

Final decision. The highest Atma is not touched 
by any blemish even by his stay in these places. This 
is stated in the sutra : 

H. q CdRqifq mu fe i 

No imperfection in the highest Atma, oven by the 
places ; for in all texts possession of two-fold 
marks by Him is stated. 

‘ In all texts ’—all texts of the veda or smfitis. The 
marks are freedom from all imperfections, and possession 
of noble qualities—“ He is free from karma, free from 
old age, death, grief, hunger and thirst; He has 
unchanging objects of desire ; and His will is never 
frustrated” ( chando ., VIII-1-5) (1). 


(l) See also the following verses : “ He has all noble 
qualities by nature ; he carries out the creation of beings 
with a fragment of His sakti. . . . He is the one seat 

for the six qualities, tejas, bain, aisvaryu, jnaria, virya and 
sakti, which are infinite ; He is great among the great; He 
is the ruler of superior and inferior beings ; in Him klesa 
and the rest cannot find a place ( vishnu , VI-5-84 and 85). 
The highest goal, called Vishnu, is devoid of all imperfections 
[Ibid., 1-22-53). 
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The opponent meets this reply thus: Another text 
describes the jiva in the same terms ; and yet he reaps 
unwelcome fruit by being in a deva or human body. 
Similarly, two conditions of the highest Atma may be 
imagined, in one of which He is in Himself marked by 
the two marks, and in the other He abides in jivas ’ 
bodies, and is polluted by contact with them. This 
argument is stated in the next sutra and is refuted : 

12. I 

If it be said “ Owing to different conditions,” the 
reply is ' No ; because freedom from it is stated in 
every text. 

In the av.taryO.mi brcihmana (brihad ., V-7) each 
verse states that the highest AtmS, abides in a particular 
thing, the element earth, the eye, and the like, and con¬ 
cludes with the remark “ This inner ruler is your 
perfect atma”. The term used in the original is amrita, 
which may mean immortal, %.e. , eternal, if it occurred 
but once. But it is found in every verse and must mean 
perfect. Between Him and the jiva there is a difference. 
The former abides within every object of His own will 
for the purpose of control ; while the jiva has no choice, 
and must enter the body that has been made for him, 
and must experience the fruit of his past karma. For 
this purpose his true nature is, as has been said already, 
hidden. 


Objection. Choice or no choice ; the nature of 
things cannot be altered ; and the connection with 
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matter must subject the highest Atrna to imperfections. 
Reply. No. It is not true that even matter in itself is 
bad. The same object causes pleasure at one time and 
pain at another time; and is pleasurable to one person 
and is painful to another. If this effect were due to 
the nature of the object, then every object must cause 
either pleasure or pain at all times and to all persons. 
But this is not one’s experience (1). It must therefore be 
concluded that the highest Atrna causes an object to 
appear pleasurable or otherwise according to the karma, 
of each individual. But He is subject to no control, and 
the connection with matter, which in the case of the 
jiva produces undesirable results, only helps Him to 
control an object as may be necessary in its case, and 
derive amusement. 

13. 3|fq%ifo | 

And some (teach) thus. 

Some upanishads explicitly state that connection 
with one and the same body is for the jiva a source of 
disadvantage, while for the highest Atrna it is not 
so. On the other hand it conduces to His glory, follow¬ 
ing on the exercise of control over all. 


(1) This is stated in the following verses : good and 
bad deeds are called heaven and hell; the same object 
causes pain, pleasure, envy and anger. Hence how can an 
object be said to possess but one character ? The same thing, 
having given pleasure, subsequently leads to pain; the 
same thing first leads to anger and afterwards leads to 
good will. Hence there is nothing, that in itself is painful 
or pleasurable (vishnu , II-6-46, 47 and 48). 
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Two birds, inseparable and possessing similar 
qualities, ciing to the same tree. One of them eats the ripe 
fruit; the other does not eat, but shines on all sides 
(mur/tja,, III-l-l). 


The opponent conies forward with a fresh objection. 
It has been said that the highest Atma entered every¬ 
thing, and gave it a name and a form ; that He is the 
dtrna of that thing. He has therefore a body-divine, 
human or otherwise, and a name ; and like the jiva He 
is subject to vedic injunctions and prohibitions; i.e.. 
He is bound by karma. To this the next sutra replies : 

14. f? cfcUHRcSIIff I 

That (Brahma) is verily as one without form ; 
because of His prominence. 

Though He has entered every body, and has thus 
become connected with various forms, yet He is like one 
without them ; i.e., without the effect produced by the 
connection. He does not therefore share with the jiva 
subjection to karma. For, it is said : 

Ether is the maker of name and form ; because He 
is between them. He is Brahma (chando, VTII-14-1). 

‘ Is between them ’ is untouched by the effect 
produced by them. He is merely their maker. The 
jiva's connection with his form is by the experiencing of 
the pleasure or pain produced by it; and as similar 
experience does not exist for the highest Atmd, He is 
unconnected with the form. Injunctions and prohibi¬ 
tions are for those that sre bound by karma. 
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The opponent appears again and observes—-The text 
“ Unchanging, shining and without limitations is 
Brahma " (ana., 1-1), states Him to be devoid of attri¬ 
butes and to be mere light ( prakasa ). One that is 
jnclna (light) cannot possess jmna. Everything else is 
expressly denied by texts such as ‘ not so, not so It 
must therefore be concluded that the possession of the 
two marks is a myth. The first point is replied to in 
the following sut.ra : 

15. t 

And like light (prakum), so that the texts may not 
become meaningless. 

Brahma is admitted to be light, in order that the 
text quoted may not become meaningless. The same 
argument compels the admission that He possesses other 
attributes also. He is therefore omnipotent and all¬ 
knowing. He is the world-cause, and the atma of all 
things, and He transcends avidya and all other imper¬ 
fections. 

16. ■%]?, ^ 1 

And (the text) says so much only. 

That is, that Brahma is jnana (light). The text does 
not negative other attributes affirmed by other texts, 
such as omnipotence and the like. The text ‘ not so ’ 
will be presently explained. 

17. -jsiqfci sqfqww* i 

And oe-dic texts show ; and also smritis. 
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Upanishad texts affirm that Brahma is free from 
all imperfections and is the seat of all blessed qualities. 

Vedic Texts : 

Him, who is the highest ruler among rulers, and 
who is the highest (levain among devatas ; He is the world- 
cause, who is the lord of the lords of the senses ( jivas ); 
He has no maker or lord ; He has no body or senses ; no 
one that is His equal or superior is observed. His capacity 
(sakti) is heard to be superior, to be of many kinds, and to 
pertain to His nature ; so also His capacity to know, to 
support, and to create and destroy (sveta, vi). He knows 
everything and every attribute of everything; His 
tapas is thought ( munda ., 1-1-10); From fear of Him the 
wind blows ; from fear the sun rises ; It is one Unanda (bliss) 
of Brahma (ana., VIII) ; From which speech returns with 
the mind without reaching (its higher limit), one that 
meditates on the an an da (bliss) of Brahma does not fear any¬ 
thing (Ibid., IX). Without parts ; without action (1); free 
from hunger and the other five evils ; without blemish and 
without attachment (sveta, VI). 

Smriti texts : 

Those among men, that know Me as unborn, as 
having had no beginning and as the great ruler of the 
worlds (bhagavad-gitu, X-3); supporting all this world with 
a fragment of My power, I remain (Ibid., X-42). With me 
to direct, prakriti sends forth from itself the world with the 
moving and unmoving things. From this cause the world 
goes round (Ibid., IX-10) ; But other than these is the 
highest Purusha ; He is called the highest alma, who per¬ 
vading the three worlds, sustains and controls, Himself 
remaining unchanged (Ibid., XV-17). 

He is everything and is all-knowing; He sees every¬ 
thing ; He has all capacities, all knowledge, all strength and 


(l) ‘ Without action’—as whatever need be done has 
been done. Without blemish.’ i.e., without blemishes like 
indifference to those that come to Him. 
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fullness ; He has neither increase nor decrease ; He is his 
own master ; He has had no beginning ; He has every one 
in His control; He is devoid of fatigue, laziness, fear, anger, 
desire and the like. He is free from blemishes ; He excels 
all others ; He is free from hunger and the other five evils. 
He needs no support; He is imperishable ; His enthusiasm 
is never impeded (vish/jn, V-l-47, 48 and 49). 

18 . Stfj rrq I 

And for that very reason comparison with the sun 
and the rest. 

The reason is that He is not touched by the imper¬ 
fections of the various places in which He abides. A 
comparison is made in the sacred books between Him 
and the sun reflected in water, mirrors and the like. As 
the sun’s purity is not thereby affected, so the purity of 
Brahma remains unaffected. 

As the ether, though one, appears as many in jars 
and the like, so Atma, though one, abides in many things, 
and is like the sun on sheets of water. The utmil of beings, 
though one only, remains in all beings ; and is seen as one 
and as many, like the moon reflected from watery surfaces. 


The opponent points out a flaw in the comparison : 

19 . *7 cPUcTT | 

But because Brahma, is not perceived as the sun is 
perceived in sheets of water, no likeness. 

The analogy is not correct. The sun does not really 
abide in sheets of water, nc the face in mirrors ; and 
their appearance within them is illusion. Hence their 

85 
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purity is not affected. But here Brahma as a fact abides 
in earth, and other things ; and His freedom from im¬ 
perfections does not follow from the analogy. 

The next sutra replies: 

20 . | 

(The comparison is intended merely to deny in respect 
of Brahma) increase and decrease as a result of His 
abiding in all things. This must he so from the 
appropriateness of both the comparisons. And 
this is seen. 

The terms ‘increase’ and ‘decrease’ denote the 
imperfections which attach to all things. From the fact 
that He abides in them Brahma is not touched by their 
imperfections either in His svarupa or in His attributes. 
The intention in making the comparison with the sun 
was merely to deny this point. How is it known ? 
Reply. From the fact that it is only then that both the 
comparisons will be appropriate. In the verse quoted 
(See sutra 18) Brahma is compared to ether and to the 
sun. Ether fills vessels of various sizes—some small, 
others large ; but it is not affected by their size. The 
sun, on the other hand, does not enter sheets of water, 
but appears to be within them ; and though his reflec¬ 
tions are large or small, the sun himself remains the 
same. Similarly, Brahma though abiding in things of 
various forms—in intelligent beings and in non-intelligent 
things—is not affected by their imperfections, but ever 
remains the same—the possessor of the two-fold marks. 

If the stay of the highest Atma in all things were 
unreal, comparison with ether would not be appropriate ; 
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if it is real, comparison with the sun will be equally 
inappropriate. Hence an element which is common to 
both the examples should be found ; and this is being 
untouched by the imperfections of the objects, in which 
the ether is or the sun appears to be ; and it is this that 
is affirmed of the highest Atma. One is affected by the 
imperfections of a thing by nearness in place, nearness 
in time, and nearness in nature. Nearness of the three 
kinds should combine to make it possible ; and in the 
absence of one of them no pollution can take place. The 
sun and sheets of water illustrate distance in place ; and 
the ether and jars illustrate distance in nature ; and the 
author’s intention is to show that distance in the nature 
of objects is as good a reason for the freedom of the 
highest Atma from the imperfections of the objects as 
distance in place. 

The last portion of the sTitra explains that compari¬ 
sons are made between two things that are not similar 
in all respects, provided that there is a likeness in that 
point which is under consideration, e.g ., ‘ The student is 
like the lion ’. 


An objection is raised. In the brihad arayyaka 
upanishad the third brahmana of the fourth chapter 
begins with the words “There are two forms of Brahma" 
(See Veclic Texts). It then describes the whole universe, 
consisting of the gross and the subtle, as His form ; it 
states a particular colour for Him and concludes with 
the teaching ‘ Not so, not so for there is no other than 
that ’. Here all the forms of Brahma described are 
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referred to by the word iti (so), and they are denied. Sat 
alone, in which all the attributes appear, is Brahma , and 
all the attributes, which appear in Him, are imagined 
by Him out of ignorance of His own essential nature. 
To this the next sutra replies : 

21 . era) spflra ^ ^5: l 

For the text denies the limitation implied by the 
preceding description. And it then declares some 
further attributes. 

The interpretation put upon the text ‘ Not so, not 
so,’ cannot be accepted. After stating certain things 
as the attributes of Brahma , things that are not known 
by other means as His attributes, will the upanishad 
deny the very same as attributes. This would be like 
the ravings of a mad man. Among the things mentioned 
some are no doubt known by other means; but their 
being attributes of Brahma was never known. Other 
things were not known either in their svarupa or in 
their connection with Him. The statement is not there¬ 
fore a repetition of what was previously known, and 
their denial is inappropriate. It must therefore be 
understood that the text denies that Brahma is merely 
what has been stated. Certain attributes of Him were 
stated. The text says ‘ Do not think that He is merely 
as described.” A limitation is implied by the foregoing 
description, and that is referred to by the word iti (so) and 
is denied. Further, after this denial further attributes of 
Brahma are stated. Hence the expression ‘ not so ’ must 
mean not merely this The statement of further 
attributes is in these words: 
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Fqr there is no other higher than that ( Brahma) 
described by the expression ‘ not so ’; 

higher in svarupa or in attributes. 

And His name is the unchanging among the 
unchanging- 

What this means is next explained. “ Pranas are 
unchanging.” By the term pranas jivas are referred to 
from their close union with prana. They are unchang¬ 
ing, as they do not undergo modifications of substance 
like ether and the rest. Brahma is unchanging among 
them ; because even contraction and expansion of jntina 
do not take place as among jivas. Hence, from this 
mention of other attributes it must be decided that by 
‘ not so ’ the denial of all attributes was not intended. 


The next sutra confirms the remark that Brahma 
cannot be known except from the vedu : 

22. | 

He ( Brahma ) is not known from other means of 
proof ; for this the vedu declares. 


Thus— 

His form does not stand within the scope of sight; 
no one sees Him with the eye (kaf.ka, II-6-9). He is not 
perceived by the eye, nor by speech ( mutpja ., III-1-8). 
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Another reason is stated : 

23. 3rftRfc]g% | 

And (He is seen) in loving meditation ; from the ueda 
and smritis. 

Brahma cannot be perceived otherwise : 

This Atma (Brahma) cannot be reached by mere 
thinking, by mere meditation, by mere hearing many times. 
Whomsoever he chooses, by him alone can He be reached. 
To him He reveals His own form (kafka., 1-2-23). When 
by the grace of Isvara the mind is purified, then one sees 
in meditation Him, who is without parts imunda., Ill-1-8); 
I cannot be seen in this form, as you have seen Me, either 
by recitation of the veda, by lapas, by the making of gifts 
or by yagas. But by love, not looking forward to any other 
goal, is it possible for one to know Me, to see Me as I am, 
and to enter into me (bhagaoad gltd, XI-53 and 54). 

Hence the text considered in sutra 21, which points 
out the form of Brahma for the purpose of meditation, 
cannot be said to repeat the description of the form ; for 
it was not previously known. 

24. i 

And like jntma, bliss and other attributes ; no differ¬ 
ence (between them and other attributes); this 
appears in meditation repeated many times. 

Those like Varnadeva , who have direct perception 
of the svarupa of Brahma, perceive not only jndna, bliss 
and other attributes constituting the svarupa, but also 
His being clothed in the forms described. As attributes 
of Brahma they are all alike and all are perceived at 
the same time. This perception takes place in medita¬ 
tion frequently repeated 
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The subject is brought to a conclusion in the next 
sutra: 

25. rBJI ff 1 

Hence (Brahma is clothed) with endless blessed 
attributes. Only then will the possession of the 
two marks be appropriate. 


Sub-section 6 

In the preceding sub-section it was shown that the 
highest Atma appears in the form of unintelligent matter 
in the gross and subtle conditions ; that this is not His 
only form by the words ‘ not so, no so ’; and that there 
is nothing superior to Him. It was also added that He 
does not change, and that therefore He is unchanging 
among the unchanging (see under sutra L’l). There are 
certain other texts which explain what is meant by His 
form “ He is the lord of matter, and of the dwellers in 
bodies ; and the controller of the gunas (sveta, VI-16); 
Lord of all ; controlled by Himself ( nara ., XI-3) ; 
Who, being Himself eternal, intelligent, and one, 
gives what is desired by those that are eternal, 
intelligent and many (sveta, VI-13). The question in 
what sense matter is the form of the highest Atma will 
now be considered, in order to confirm His freedom from 
imperfections settled in the preceding sub-section. Three 
alternatives are possible: The highest Atma and matter 
are the same substance in two conditions, like a snake 
when stretched at full length and the same when coiled 



680 


SRI BHASHYAM [CHAP. Ill, SEC. 2 


up ; they are of the same class like a shining substance 
and its light; and they are two different substances 
inseparably connected like the jiva as decided in chapter 
II, section 3, sub-section 7. The conclusion to be reached 
here is that the relationship is as last stated ; and this 
was assumed in chapter 1-4-7 and chapter II-1-6, and it 
was stated that the highest Atma clothed in the two 
inseparable attributes in the subtle condition came forth 
as the universe clothed in the same two attributes, but 
in the gross condition ; and that the two are one. Which 
of the three alternatives is the correct one? The first 
view is stated in the sutra: 

26. ! 

Like the snake and its coil; because both are stated. 

The statements are: f Brahma only is all this; 
Atma, only is all this.” These state identity. “ I will 
enter these three devatds as the inner ruler of this jiva." 
This affirms difference. In order that both the sets of 
statements may have a meaning, it must be assumed 
that the highest Atma and matter are really one sub¬ 
stance in essence, but in two different conditions like the 
straight snake and the coiled up snake. 


The second alternative is urged in the next sutra : 

27. ^PFc^lcI 1 

Or they are related like light and its seat; possessing 
the same character—light. 
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The first alternative—that Brahma Himself comes 
to the condition of non-sentient matter—will conflict 
with the text affirming difference between them and 
unchangeability. Hence, the second alternative should 
be accepted. A shining substance and its light are one 
in essence, but differ ; for the substance remains in one 
place, while its light spreads all around. Similarly, 
Brahma and matter are one and yet different from 
one another. 


The final decision is stated : 

28. I 

But the relationship is as already stated. 

The second alternative also is untenable. To a 
shining body and its light there is something common ; 
what is it that is common to Brahma and matter ? If 
it be brahmatva, i.e., brahmahood, then brahma would 
be an attribute found in the all-Ruler, in sentient beings 
and in the material universe, as the generic character of 
horses and cows are found in all the individuals of each 
class. This would be opposed to all texts of the veda 
and smritis and to usage (I). 

(1) A word connoting generic character is put in 
apposition with another word denoting an individual, as in 
“ broken-horned cow ” ; but not words denoting two in¬ 
dividuals, like ' broken-horned is hornless '. Now Brahma 
must be a concrete entity or an attribute. If He were the 
former, belonging to the class of Isvara , jivas and matter, 
He could not be said to be the universe. If He were the 
latter, He could not be the world-cause and its support; He 
could not be all-knowing and the seat of other attributes. 

86 
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Hence, it is necessary to fall back on the theory 
stated in chapter II-3-7. It was pointed out in that 
sub-section that jivas are inseparable attributes of 
Brahma. Matter also is an inseparable attribute, and 
is therefore a part of Brahma, which term means an 
aggregate of all the elements. In this view there are 
the following good points. Because they are all parts 
of an aggregate, the statement of oneness is correct 
literally. As the elements differ among themselves in 
their svarupas and in their natures, the vedic texts 
affirming difference also are literally correct. And the 
freedom of Brahma from imperfections is preserved. 
There are several instances of things that are in¬ 
separable parts of other things—lustre is part of a gem ; 
generic qualities are parts of individuals making up a 
class ; qualities are parts of the persons or objects that 
possess them ; and bodies are parts (for the time being) of 
jivas. Similarly, jivas and matter are parts of Brahma. 

29. srfcftqif | 

And because of denial. 

This denial is stated in the following text “ He 
the great At/mu, is unborn, never old, and undying 
(bfihad ., VI-4-25). By the old age of the body He does 
not age” ( chando ., VIII-1-5). Thus, the changes that 
take place in unintelligent matter are denied in regard 
to Brahma.. The conclusion reached is therefore sound ; 
and the decision in the preceding sub-section remains 
unshaken. 
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Sub-section 7 

It has been shown that the highest At?na is the 
material and operative causes of the universe. It will 
now be considered whether there is any Being greater 
than He, and certain specious arguments, which are 
brought forward, will be examined. If such a Being 
existed, the highest Atrnd would not be the highest 
goal, nor the seat of noble qualities needed for enjoy¬ 
ment of Him. The possession of the two marks settled 
in sub-section 5 would not then be full. In the im¬ 
mediately preceding sub-section freedom from im¬ 
perfections was the question considered, and in this 
sub-section the examination will deal with His being 
the seat of noble qualities. 

First view. There is a being greater than the 
highest At/nd. This is stated in the sutra : 

30. | 

A greater than He ; because of the use of the term 
.s etu (bridge) and mention of measure, connection 
and difference. 

First “ The Atmd is a protecting setu (bridge) ” 
( chilndo ., VIII-4-1). Here Brahma is said to be a 
bridge ; and a bridge takes one to the farther side of a 
river. Hence there is something other than Brahma , 
that has to be reached with His help. Further on, it is 
said “ Crossing this setu (bridge), the blind man ceases 
to be blind ” {Ibid,., VIII-4-2). Here reference is made 
to crossing Brahma .; and wfiat has to be reached is 
something else. Secondly, Brahma is said to be 
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measured, i.e., limited “ Brahma has four feet; and 
sixteen parts This reference to limitation implies 
that there is a being without any limitation, who has 
to be reached by this bridge. Thirdly, Brahma is 
connected as the means with something to be reached. 

The principal bridge to immortality who shines 
like a fire that has burnt its fuel ( sveta, VI-19); He is the 
bridge to immortality ( rnunda., II-2-5). 

Hence, there is something higher than Brahma. 
Lastly, difference between Brahma and something 
higher is stated: 

One reaches the purusha, who is higher than the 
high ( munda ., III-2-8); He who is higher than the high, 
and greater than the great {nurd., 1-5) ; By that Purusha 
all this is filled ; that, which is beyond Him, is without 
form and without suffering (sveta, III-9 and 10). 

Now follows the refutation : 

31. flWFqig | 

But (the term sehi is used) in the sense of likeness- 

He protects the world as a bund protects ; but He is 
not stated to be a means of reaching some particular 
thing. For, further on these words occur “ so that these 
worlds may not be confounded ”. Taking the etymologi¬ 
cal meaning also, the term means—He who binds to Him¬ 
self the aggregate of sentient and non-sentient things 
without confusion. The word tirtvd, which in the first 
view was rendered into ‘ crossing,’ means reaching, as 
in the sentence “ He crosses the vedanta which means 
that he has completely learnt the vedanta. 
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32. gspra: qi^ei l 

The limitation is for the purpose of meditation ; as in 
the case of feet. 

The object of the limitation implied in the texts 
* Brahma has four feet,’ and ‘ sixteen parts,’ and 1 one 
foot of him is all beings’ ( chando., III-l2-6) is that one 
should meditate on Brahma in that form. The text 
“ Unchanging, shining, and without limitations is 
Brahma" {ana., 1-1) shows that Brahma in Himself is 
without any limitations. And the same Being is stated 
to be the world-cause in the texts “ From that same 
Atma ether came forth ” {Ibid., 1-2) ; and “ He willed 
‘ I will become many ’ ” {Ibid., 6-2). In the text 

Speech is one foot; prai.ia is one foot ; the eye is 
one foot; the ear is one foot (chando., III-18-2); 

the reference to speech, prcLna, eye and ear as the 
feet of Brahma is for the purpose of meditation. So 
here also. 

How can Brahma, who in Himself is unlimited, 
become limited even for the purpose of meditation ? The 
next sutra explains: 

33. PdHMteuqqiiSTifcqcl i 

With reference to the places (specified) ; as in the 
case of light and the like. 

The sutra relates to the example mentioned in the 
preceding sutra. When some places are specified, as the 
tongue, prana, eye and ear, as connected with it, even 
an unlimited thing may be thought on as limited. Light, 
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ether and the like, though spreading everywhere, are 
thought on as limited, with reference to their connection 
with a window, a vessel and the like. 


The third argument is next dealt with : 

34. | 

And it is appropriate. 

The argument urged was that the statement “ He 
is a bridge to immortality ” connects Brahma as the 
means with something to be reached, and that that 
something is different from Him. This is denied. 
Brahma Himself is to be reached ; and He is also the 
means. And such a thing is not inappropriate. “ This 
Atma cannot be reached by mere thinking, by mere 
meditation, by mere hearing many times. Whomsoever 
He chooses, by Him alone can He be reached; To him 
he reveals His own form ( katha ., 1-2-23). This states 
that Brahma can be reached by no other means. 


The last argument is dealt with in the next sittra ; 

35. ^-JTS-qqfcl^ld; I 

Similarly, because another is denied. 

In the mundaka, in which the text “ one reaches the 
Purusha who is higher than the high ” is found (III-2-8) j 
another being higher tha n the highest Atma is expressly 
denied. 
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There is no other superior to Him in whatever way 
it may be considered ; nothing is subtler than He ; nothing 
is larger than He ( munda., 1-1-7). This may be seen in 
other upanishads also : “ There is no other higher than that 
( Brahma ) described by the expression ' Not so ’ ( brihad IV- 
3-6). Again “ No one controls Him ; His name is great 
glory ” (nurd., 1-9). 

And He is stated to be the material cause of the 
world after this—“ All moments came forth from the 
Purusha with the brilliance of lightning (Ibid., 1-8) ; 
He churned the elements and both these (heaven and 
the intermediate world)” (Ibid., 1-9). The text “From 
the elements (water) came forth Hiranyagarbha ” (Ibid., 
1-11) recalls to one’s mind the Purusha, who is the 
world-cause. 

Question. What then is the being referred to in 
the text “That which is beyond Him ” (sveta., III-10). 
Reply. This text is preceded by another— 

I meditate on that great Purusha, who shines like 
the sun, and who has a body made of a substance other than 
matter. Meditating on Him alone one overcomes death; no 
other path to the goal exists (Ibid., 8). 

Having stated this, the next verse explains: 

There is no other superior to Him ; nothing is subtler 
than He ; nothing is larger than He ; He stands in heaven 
unbending like a tree prominent: by this Purusha all this 
is filled (Ibid., 9). 

This verse declares that this Purusha is the highest 
Being, and that all others cannot be superior. Then 
comes the verse under consideration, which concludes the 
teaching with a statement oi the reason therefor. It 
should be rendered as follows: “ That Being, who is 
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the highest, He alone is without form and without 
suffering. Because it is so, those alone that meditate 
on Him become immortal ; others reach only suffering.” 
On any other rendering the text would conflict with 
verse 8, in which the subject is introduced, and with 
verse 9, which follows it. The other text may be 
explained similarly, viz., “ one reaches the Purusha 
higher than the high and standing in heaven ” (munda., 
III-2-8). In the same upanishad (II-1-2) reference was 
made to “ Him who is higher than what is higher than 
akshara ”, The term akshara denotes matter, which is 
indestructible, though continually changing its form. 
What is higher than this is the jivas without name 
and form; and higher than they is the Purusha 
referred to as possessing invisibility and other qualities. 
The same Purusha is referred to in the text under 
consideration. 


In the preceding five sutras the view that there is 
a higher than the highest Atmu was criticised ; in the 
next an authority in support of the final decision is 
stated : 

36. | 

That everything is pervaded by Him is indicated by 
words denoting extension. 

This is proof that there is no being higher than the 
highest Atmci. The words are: 

By that Purusha all this is filled (svefa., III-9); 
Whatever in this world is seen or heard about, Narayann 
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pervades ail that inside and outside ( nara ., XI); Who is 
eternal, omnipresent, and all-pervading, because of His 
highly subtle nature and the wise perceive Him to be the 
material cause of all that exists (muntfa., 1-1-6). 

The following texts also are contemplated “ Brahma 
alone is all this ; Atm,a alone is all this 


Sub-section 8 

So far in the first two sections of this chapter the 
following points have been settled : The jiva is full of 
blemishes, whatever be his condition ; the highest Atma, 
who is to be reached by him, is free from all imperfec¬ 
tions ; He is the seat of all noble qualities ; and He is 
higher than any one else. Tn the next section medita¬ 
tion on the highest Atma has to be dealt with ; and in 
this sub-section it is shown that those that do the 
meditation attain the fruit known as apavarga (i.e., 
reaching Him) only from Him. Being on the subject, 
and the same reason applying, the author of the sutras 
states that such fruits as are attainable here or in the 
heaven-world by adopting the means declared in the 
vetia come only from Him (1). 

37. Twsqa sqqvi: 1 

Fruit comes from Him (alone) ; because it is appro¬ 
priate. 

(1) There is an object in describing this point in 
general terms ; for one that desires release should meditate 
on this point also. 

87 
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For He alone is all-knowing, all-powerful, and 
supremely liberal. Those, that worship Him with ycLgas, 
gifts, hornets and the like, receive from Him enjoyment 
here or in the heaven-world. Those that meditate on 
Him attain their own nature. Karma , being non- 
intelligent, and transient, cannot bestow the fruits to be 
enjoyed at some future time. He alone is able to give 
the fruits. 


The bestowal of fruits by the highest Atm,a was 
made to rest on the unfitness of karma, and on the 
capacity and willingness of that Being. The next sutra 
states that there is express statement on the point. 

38. I 

And because it is so stated. 

In the following texts : 

He, the great Atma, unborn, is the giver of food, 
and the giver of wealth 1brihad ., VI-4-24) ; For, He alone 
gives bliss (ana.., 7-1). 


The next sutra states the first view : 

39. vjq tfclfalci osf ( 

For the very same reasons the giver of fruits is 
dharma ; so Jaimini thinks. 

For the same reasons—because it is appropriate and 
because it is taught in the veda .; and dharma is karma 
in the form of offerings and gifts, or of meditation. For 
in the world actions like ploughing and making of 
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gifts directly or indirectly bring about their own reward 
without the intervention of any being. The karrnas 
enjoined in the veda may not directly yield fruits ; but 
they may do so indirectly through what is called 
apurva ; and this is appropriate. The vedic injunction 
“ Let one that desires the heaven-world do yaga " men¬ 
tions yaga as the means of reaching the heaven-world. 
As it will not endure till the fruit is gathered, it is 
assumed that apurva intervenes. 


The final decision is reiterated in the last sutra : 

40. 35 ^ wmi t^q^STIrll 

But Badarciyana leans to the former view ; because 
the causes are stated. 

The former view is that the highest Atma alone 
gives the fruits. The vedic texts, which enjoin parti¬ 
cular karmas, refer also to certain devatas like Agni, 
Vayu and the like as being pleased with the karmas and 
as giving the fruits desired. 

Let him, that desires prosperity, offer a white goat 
to Vayu. For Vayu is a quickly-acting deoata. One should 
approach Vayu alone with his own share ; and he himself 
leads the sacrificer to prosperity. 

Here, though the text explaining how the ydga 
helps in the attainment of the desired fruit is arthavada, 
it is needed by the injunction-text as pointed out at 
length in chapter 1-4-7, and should not be set aside as 
added for another purpose. When the mode of attaining 
the fruits is expressly stated, to abandon it, and, to 
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assume the coming into existence of an apurva, which 
is not stated in the veda, is improper, and right-minded 
persons will never accept this view. 

Objection.—Apurva is not assumed ; but it is denot¬ 
ed by the termination of the verb in the injunction-text. 
Reply. The termination points out that the action 
denoted by the root (which is the worship of the 
devatas) should be done by the person, that desires the 
fruit. This is the recognised meaning of the termination, 
and is approved by the grammarian. Nothing else, 
which is unseen like apurva, is denoted by it. In this 
contention there are two assumptions instead of one— 
first, the apurva and next that it is denoted by the 
termination. 

Now, this and other texts state that Vayu and other 
devatas give the fruits sought. And the highest Alma, 
as the inner ruler of the devatas, receives the worship 
and yields the fruits (1). It is so taught: 


(1) The following objection may be raised : If the 
highest Atmu is pleased and gives the fruits, there are 
difficulties. First, when the principal karma is done 
immediately after the prayaja offerings are made, though 
other subsidiary karmas remain to be done, the fruit of the 
principal karma should be bestowed ; for being omnipotent, 
His grace cannot remain even for a moment fruitless. Next, 
there is a rule that one that parades his performance will 
make the karma incapable of producing fruit. Now, the 
fruit cannot be delayed to see^ if the sacrificer offends against 
this rule ; for the highest Atmil being completely indepen¬ 
dent, His grace should become fruitful at once. If the fruit 
be given, and the offence'be committed subsequently, it will 
reveal ignorance on the part of the highest Atma that He 
did not foresee this. Hence the help of apurva should be 
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The. supporter of the worlds receives (1) as His 
worship all the karma, s taught in the veda and smritis, 
which have been done or which are neing clone in many 
ways (2) ; He alone is agni ; He is vayii ; He is the sun ; He 
alone is the moon (wars., 1-6 and 7); Who stands in vayu ; 
whose body vUyu is ; Who stands in agni ; who stands in 
the sun ( antaryami brahmana, brihad., V-7); Whosoever 
loves whatsoever body of Mine and wishes to worship it with 
fervour, I Myself make his fervour continue to the end. 
With such fervour he labours for the worship of that body 
of Mine, and obtains from the worship the desires that he 
sought; but they are given by Myself ( bhagavad glta, VII-21 
and 22) ; Those that worship the devas go to the devas ; 
those that love Me come to Me (Ibid., VII-23) ; For I am 
the Being worshipped in all the ySgas ; I alone give the 
fruits • . . They reach the devas ; who will to worship 

the devas ; they reach the pitris who will to worship the 
pitris ; they reach the bhutas, who will to worship the 
bhutas \ but those, that do the same actions with the will to 
worship Me in the forms of the devas, pitris, or bhutas, 
come to Me (Ibid., IX-24 and 25). 

In the world also men obtain various objects by 
cultivation of land and other occupations, and attend 
upon the king with those objects either through his 
servants, or directly. The king, being pleased, gives 

sought. It must be assumed that when all the karmas are 
done—principal and subsidiary—and no cause exists for the 
destruction of the principal karma by parade, the highest 
Atma is pleased. If this be so, the apuvva being required 
necessarily, why should intervention by the highest Atma, be 
assumed ? Reply. The difficulties raised do not exist, as 
the deoatas take the place of the apurvas ; and when they 
are pleased, and there is nothing to cancel their grace, the 
highest Atma comes forward and rewards the worshipper. 

(1) As being the yielder of,the fruits of karmas. 

(2) In many ways —as being connected with Agni , 
Indra and other devatus. 
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them what they desire in accordance with the atten¬ 
tion paid to him by them. This is what is seen. The 
upanishads teach the existence of Purushottarna, who is 
beyond the capacity of every other source of knowledge, 
who is untouched by avidya and by every other imper¬ 
fection, and who is the seat of endless, infinite, noble 
qualities, pertaining to His nature; They show that 
yagas, making gifts, and hornas, are His worship, as also 
to praise, to fall down before Him, to recite His names, 
to place flowers at His feet, and to meditate on Him ; 
and that worshipped by these means, He gives either 
enjoyment here or release from bondage to karma. This 
view of the upanishads is thoroughly sound. 



flpaRircpi I 


CHAPTER III 
SECTION 3 

IN the two preceding sections so much was stated as 
would frighten one in regard to the horrors of hell, and 
in regard to the ever going to, and returning from, the 
heaven-world, and would create a strong desire to reach 
the highest Atma. In this third section the various medi¬ 
tations, by which He is reached, are examined to deter¬ 
mine whether a vidycL of the same name, occurring in 
two or more upanishads, is the same or different. In 
the former case the qualities of the highest Atma enu¬ 
merated in all the upanishads should be combined in 
meditation ; while in the latter case only those qualities 
a,re to be taken into consideration, that are specified in 
the particular upanishad. This point will be stated in 
sutra 5. 

Sub-section 1 

In this sub-section the tests are pointed out by 
which it may be determined whether a vidyil of the 
same name enjoined by two panishads is the same. 
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This question was considered in the purva mlmamsd ; 
and it was settled that the same karma was enjoined by 
two texts, if the fruit to be attained, the form of the 
karma , the injunction regarding it and the name of the 
karma be the same. See Introduction, para 16. The 
question for consideration here is whether this decision 
applies to vidyds also taught in the upanishads. 

First view. The decision does not apply. When 
an injunction is repeated, and there is nothing to 
distinguish it from the same injunction previously 
given, it must relate to a different vidya. Similarly, 
if the injunctions be found in two contexts, the 
difference of vidya follows as a matter of course 
(Vide Introduction, para 15-ii and vi). If this be 
so in regard to the same branch of the veda, how can 
there be any doubt when a vidya is taught in different 
upanishads ? In the muydaka it is stated : 

Let one teach this brahma-vidya to those only, by 
whom sirovrat'i has been properly done (III-2-10); 

and this injunction is repeated in the next verse to the 
student. This restriction of this vidya to the followers 
of the muydaka upanishad, who alone perform this 
ceremony, will become intelligible, if the vidya taught 
in the upanishad be a different one. If it were identi¬ 
cal with a vidya taught in other upanishads, then as the 
ceremony would be an anga of the vidya , it must be 
performed by others also ; and the limitation enjoined 
would not be appropriate. Hence the vidya taught in 
the muydaka is not the same as the similar vidya in 
other upanishads. 
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Final decision. This is stated in the sutra : 

I. ^rrsiNtaTcr i 

The vidya enjoined in all the vedantas is one, if the 
injunction and the rest do not differ. 

The same decision applies to the vidyas taught in 
the upanishads also. Take the vaisvdnara vidya taught 
in the chandogya and agnirahasya. See the Vedic- 
Texts under chapter I, section 2, sub-section 6. The 
injunction is the same, being given by the words 
upaslta , vidyat and the like, all of which mean ‘ medi¬ 
tate ’. The words ‘ and the rest ’ in the sutra refer to 
the form, the fruit and the name of the vidya. The 
form of the vidya is determined by the object to be 
meditated on ; and this being vaisvdnara in both places, 
the form is also the same. So also the name and fruit 
of the vidya , the latter being the reaching of the highest 
Atma. Hence, the vidya is recognised as one in both 
the upanishads. 


The next sutra states the objection urged in the 
first, view and refutes it: 

2 . 1 

If it be contended “ No ; because of difference ” ; the 
reply is “ Even in the same vidya ” (there may be 
repetition). 

Repetition without difference and a new context 
will be necessary, when the person, to whom a vidya is 
taught, is different. But where the person, who receives 
88 
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the teaching, is one, and it is repeated without diffe¬ 
rence, or the subject is introduced in a new context, 
then because the repetition or the new context cannot 
be explained otherwise, the subject-matter is assumed 
to be different; and then the vidyct , the form of which 
depends upon the subject matter, differs. 


The next sutra replies to the other objection in the 
first view: 

3. f? I 

To secure such qualification for one’s veda ; and so 
is it stated in the work named samachara: and 
this restriction is like the restriction of the savn 
offerings. 

The objection is not valid. For, the ceremony 
referred to does no service to vidya, and is not therefore 
its adjunct (anga). On the other hand it imparts to a 
follower of the mundaka a qualification for learning it. 
This is known from the direction addressed to the 
student—“ This should not be learnt by one that has 
not performed the ceremony ( munda ., III-2-11). The 
ceremony is therefore connected with the learning of 
the text of the veda. The expression ‘ brahma-vidya ’ in 
the text quoted in the first view therefore means the 
learning of the text of the veda ; but not meditation on 
Brahma. This view derives support from the statement 
in the treatise known as samachara, which states: 
“ This too is explained by the ceremony connected with 
the veda." The work gives full directions in regard to 
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the ceremony known as sirovrata ; and taking up 
another ceremony it makes this statement. The meaning 
is that it should be done in the same manner as siro- 
vrata. In applying the same mode of performance to 
the new ceremony it uses the expression veda-vrata , 
i.e., vrata or ceremony connected with the veda. As to 
the restriction to those that do the ceremony, there is 
a precedent in the restriction of the sava offerings, 
boginning with the sapta-surya and ending with the 
satodana, to a single fire in the case of the followers of 
the atharva veda , instead of being made into three fires 
as is usual. The restriction applies to them only, as the 
other restriction does. 

4. ^ | 

And the veda declares this. 

Having brushed aside the objections raised, the 
author of the sutras cites a vedic precedent to show that 
the same vidya may bo taught in two upanishads. The 
chandogya (VIII-1-1) teaches a meditation on the 
small ether in the heart of man and on the qualities 
that are within it. “ What is within it should be 
sought.” To the query “ What is in it, that should be 
sought ” (Ibid., 2), the reply is given that they are eight 
qualities beginning with freedom from all karma (Ibid., 
5). The taittirlya refers to this declaration, and states 
“ In that is a small ether, free from grief; what is 
within it should be meditated on” (ndra., 10-23). It 
thus teaches meditation on the highest Atma and on 
His eight qualities. This is p jssible only, if the vidyQ 
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taught in both the places is one ; for then the qualities 
mentioned in both the places should be combined. 


Having thus confirmed the unity of vidya under 
certain conditions already taught in the purva mlmarnsa, 
its practical effect is next stated: 

5. I 

Vidya being the same, the gunas should be combined ; 
because they serve the same purpose. Like the 
guyas mentioned in the injunction-texts. 

When a vidya taught in two places is the same, the 
gunas mentioned in one place should be added to those 
specified in the other place also. The former set is 
useful to the vidya and has therefore been mentioned in 
connection with it. The second set also is similarly 
useful, and should be combined in doing the meditation. 


SUB-SECTION 2 

In this and following sub-sections certain vidyas 
vv ill be examined to see whether the reasons stated for 
recognising them to be the same vidya exist. The first 
vidyd to be considered is that known as udgitha vidya. 
Saman is the name given to certain mantras , which are 
in verse and are sung; and udgitha is the second out of 
five parts into which every saman is divided ; and it is 
sung before certain offerings of soma juice are made in 
a soma yaga. A meditation on udgitha is taught in the 
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chflndogya and in the bpihad aranyaka (See Vedic Texts). 1 
The devas wished to overcome their enemies, the asuras, 
by this vidi/d, and succeeded ; and it is stated that 
whoever does this meditation similarly overcomes his 
enemies. The termination giving the injunction is not 
found in the texts; but as meditation is said to be the 
means to a fruit, it is assumed that an injunction 
exists. The udgltha vidycL is for the purpose of a 
kratu (offerings); and it enables the reaping of the 
fruit without obstruction. It cannot therefore yield 
any fruit of its own ; and the mention of the fruit is 
treated by the mlmcLmsaka as mere praise. But it was 
settled in chapter 1-2-3, page 261, that the fruit mentioned 
in an arthavclda may be accepted, provided that the fruit is 
not opposed to the fruit of the kratu. The question for 
consideration is whether the same vidycL is taught in the 
two upanishads. The first view is stated in the sutra, 
and the argument, that may be urged for the final 
decision , is anticipated and is replied to: 

6. an?q«TTcq | 

If it be said—' Not one ; because the description is so ’; 
the reply is—‘ No ; because there is no difference.’ 

The vidya is one. For in both the upanishads the 
udgltha alone is to be meditated on as prana ; the 
fruit is the same—the overcoming of enemies. The form 
of meditation is also the same, as the object to be 
meditated on is on q— udgltha to be looked upon as prana ; 

1 The original states the narrative contained in both the upani¬ 
shads ; but as this will be found in the ‘ Vedic Texts,’ it is omitted 
here. 
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and the injunction is the same, as the terms conveying 
it have the same meaning ; and the name is the same, 
udgltha vidya. 

2. Here an objection is raised from the point of 
view of the final decision. No; the form of meditation 
is different. In one place prana was appealed to and 
requested to sing the udgltha ; and prana did so. Hence 
the singer was meditated on as prana ; and in the clos¬ 
ing words reference is made by the term ‘ so ’ ( evam ) to 
the singer of the udgltha and meditation on him is 
enjoined. In the other place it is expressly stated that 
udgltha that was sung was to be meditated on as prana. 
Hence the form of the vidya is different; and the iden¬ 
tity of the injunction and of the rest does not count for 
anything. For there must be agreement in all the four 
respects; and non-agreement even in one respect will 
lead to difference. 

3. The opponent replies. No; for in both the 
places the beginning announces udgltha as the means 
of overcoming enemies; and according to the well - 
known rule giving prominence to the beginning in the 
determination of a doubtful point (See Introduction, 
para 24) the reference to the singer in the text “ pratpa 
sang on their behalf ” must be taken to refer to the 
udgltha itself, not to the udgata, the singer. In other 
words the term denoting the singer should be under¬ 
stood in a secondary sense as in the sentence “ Food 
cooks ”. Then the form of the vidya would be the same, 
and the two vidyas would be one and the same. 
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The final decision is next stated : 

7. vrar I 

But no ; because the contexts are different. Like 
parovarlyastva, i.e., being higher than the high. 

The two vidyas are different. For, in the chandogya 
the meditation is on the syllable, known as pranava, 
which should be prefixed to the udgltha and which is 
therefore a part of it. The upanishad begins with the 
injunction. 

Meditate on this syllable, which is a part of udgltha 
and adds 

Description of meditation on this syllable follows 
( 1 - 1 - 10 ). 

Then comes the second section of the upanishad, 
which is the subject under consideration. Hence, the 
object to be meditated on is not the whole of the udgltha, 
but only a part thereof'-the syllable referred to. In the 
brihad aranyaka, however, there is no similar beginning 
to limit the signification of the term to a part, and 
reference must therefore be taken as made to the whole 
of the udgltha. Hence the two contexts differ. Another 
reason is that while in the chandogya the meditation is 
on a part of the udgltha, in the brihad cLranyaka it is on 
the singer of the whole. Hence, the forms of medita¬ 
tion and the vidyas are different. 


In the first view reference was made to the begin¬ 
ning rule. The explanation given here does not conflict 
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with it. If the singer of the udgltha be meditated on, 
as udgltha is what is sung, it is necessarily required ; 
and it may be regarded as the means of overcoming 
enemies. It is this that is stated at the beginning of the 
narrative. 

2. On this point the sutra adds an illustration. 
In the same upanishad (See Vedic Texts under chapter 
1-1-7) meditation on the same syllable as the highest 
Atmd is enjoined in two sections; and yet it is directed 
in section 6 that He should be thought of as a Purusha 
shining like gold, and in section 9 as higher than the 
high. The two vidy&s are therefore different. Simi¬ 
larly here. 

8. 3 1 

“ If that (oneness of vidyn) be stated ; because of 
name ” the reply is— The same name is applied, 
even though what is enjoined differs. 

Oneness of name is not conclusive. The name 
agnihotra is applied to the offering made every day 
throughout life, and also to the offering made in a 
satra yaga daily for a month and then discontinued 
(Introduction, para, 15-vi). The name udgltha vidya is 
similarly applied to many meditations described in the 
first chapter of the chandogya. 

9. sqrc&a RRsTHH. 1 

And because it extends to the whole of the chapter, 
it is all right here. 

It, i.e. , the injunction (to meditate on the syllable, 
a part of the udgltha), Hence it must apply to what is 
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in the middle. A term denoting a whole often indicates a 
part only, e.g., The cloth is burnt, meaning only a part. 


Sub-section 3 

The next vidycL considered is prana vidya. It 
is described in the chandogya and bfihad (iranyaka 
upanishads (See Vedic Texts). Prana is to be medi¬ 
tated on as being the oldest and the best, and as 
possessing certain other qualities, which are found in 
speech, eye, ear and mind ; for praria supports the body 
and the organs specified, and enables each organ to 
perform its own function. In the kaushltaki brdhmana 
also meditation on prana as being the oldest and the 
best is enjoined ; but the qualities of speech, eye, ear 
and mind are not stated as connected with prana. The 
doubt here is whether the vidyas are the same or differ¬ 
ent. The first view is that the vidyas differ; for the 
form of the vidyas differs. Though prana has to be 
meditated on in both the places as being the oldest and 
the best, yet in one place the qualities of speech, eye, 
ear and mind enter into the meditation as connected 
with prana ; in the other they do not enter. The next 
sutra states the final decision. The vidyas are the same. 
Those that follow the kaushltaki brahmana should there¬ 
fore meditate on the qualities of speech, eye, ear, and 
mind as connected wi th prana. 

10 . | 

Because of non-difference in anything ; these qualities 
should be added in the other place. 


89 
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‘ In the other place ’—in the prana vidya of the 
kaushltaki. Why ? Because all the reasons urged for 
regarding prana as the oldest and the best are the same 
in both places. These reasons are that prana supports 
the body and the organs, and makes each organ capable 
of performing its own function. This was tested by 
each organ going in succession out of the body for a 
time ; yet the body remained with the other organs, 
and their functions went on as usual. But when prana 
began to go out, all the organs became paralysed and 
powerless to do any wmrk. Then speech, eye, ear, and 
mind stated that they all depended on prana, and that 
their own qualities belonged to prana alone. A similar 
statement by speech and the rest is not found in the 
kaushltaki brdhmana ; but this does not make a 
difference. 

It is stated that speech and the rest, possessing 
their peculiar qualities mentioned in the upanishad, 
depend upon prana for the performance of their func¬ 
tions. This shows that prana is the cause of the senses 
possessing those qualities. And this alone is the connec¬ 
tion of prana with those qualities. 


Sub-section 4 

Another matter, which is subsidiary to prana-vidyii , 
will be taken up presently. In the preceding sub-section 
it was decided that prana's being the oldest and the 
best cannot be meditated on without meditating on the 
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other attributes, and that these other attributes should 
be added in the prana vidya of the kaushltakis. It will 
now be established that those attributes are to be 
meditated in all brahma-vidyQs, without which it is not 
possible to think of the svarupa of the highest At/rnfl 
(the substance, the seat of the attributes). 

First view. The attributes in question should not 
be added, where they are not mentioned. There is no 
ground for doing so ; and only those attributes should be 
meditated on, that are mentioned in a context. 

Final decision. This is stated in the sutra : 

11 . i 

(In all meditations on Brahma) bliss and other attri¬ 
butes should be meditated on ; because (Brahma) 
the principal object of meditation does not differ. 

The term abhedcLt is brought down from the 
preceding sutra , and the meaning will then be as stated. 
There are certain qualities, without which one can never 
think of Brahma. Bliss is one of these, and the others 
are stated in the definition of Brahma— “ Unchanging, 
shining and without limitations is Brahma ” ( cLna ., 1-1). 
In every vidya on Brahma , as the object of meditation 
is the same, and as attributes do not exist apart from an 
object, His qualities referred to should be meditated on. 


Certain other qualities are stated in tbe upanishad 
further on (V-2 and 3) “ Pleasure is his head ; moda is 
his right wing; pramoda is his left wing ; ananda is his 
trunk ; brahma is the tail that supports them all ” (See 
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Vedic Texts and note under the verse). Are these also 
to be meditated on ? For, the reason given applies ; as 
like bliss and the other qualities they cannot exist apart 
from Him. The next sutra says no: 

12. f| 1 

Having priya for the head and the rest do not come 
in; for with difference of members, there would be 
thickness and thinness. 

For they are not attributes of Brahma ; they will 
not therefore be included in the enumeration of the 
essential attributes, that should come into meditation ; 
they are elements only to make up a representation of 
Brahma in the form of a human being. If He had 
different members, such as head, wings and tail, some 
would be large, and some small; some would be thick, 
and some thin, and this would conflict with the text 
already quoted as to His unchangeability, and with the 
text which states that He is neither stout nor lean. 


There are certain other qualities of Brahma , such 
as the power to control, generosity (1), and compassion, 
which similarly cannot exist apart from Him. Are they 
from this fact to be meditated on in every vidya, even 
though they are not mentioned in connection with it ? 
Because they are numberless, it will be impossible to 
meditate on them all. The next sutra explains: 

(1) The original has two words gambhlrya and 
audarya, both of which mean generosity ; but there is a 
shade of difference between them. See note (l) on page 141. 
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13. l 

But the others only; because they are like the 
object. 

The others—’those first montioned, viz., bliss and 
the rest—come into all vidyas. For, one cannot perceive 
Brahma without perceiving those qualities also. Medi¬ 
tation on Him must therefore include meditation on them 
also. Brahma, stated to be the world-cause, is defined 
as being satya (unchanging), jnana (shining), ananta 
(without limitations), and ananda (bliss). His substance 
(svarupa) can be described only with reference to these 
qualities, and in order to perceive this svarupa, they 
must come into the meditation. But the other qualities, 
like the power to control and the like, are not needed to 
perceive Him. And though they cannot exist apart 
from Him, yet they must be meditated on only in those 
vidyas, in connection with which they are specified. 

If having priya for the head and the rest are not 
attributes of Brahma, why is He represented as some¬ 
thing, which He is not ? There must be some purpose to 
be served by this representation, as in the representation 
of the jiva's body as a chariot in the katha valli (See 
chap. I, sec. 4, sub-section 1)? But this does not, how¬ 
ever, appear. They must be regarded as the attributes 
of Brahma. The next siitra replies : 

14. 3TI«n?riq UqtaffTHraicT I 

For meditation ; for ther is no other purpose. 
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Meditation is enjoined in the text “ One who medi¬ 
tates on Brahma attains the highest For this purpose 
it is necessary to form a conception of Him, who is 
bliss ; and He is divided into priya, moda, pramoda and 
ananda (all varieties of joy), and these are represented 
as head, the two wings (i.e., hands) and trunk. Similar 
representations have been described and for the same 
purpose in the case of annarasamaya, prcinamaya, mano- 
maya and vijnanamaya (ana., sections 1 to 4). The 
attributes under consideration do not enter into the 
perception of Him. 

15. 1 

And because the term atm a is used. 

That the representation of Brahma in this manner 
is for easy comprehension will be evident from the 
application of the term cttmd to Him in the text. 

There is a Being known as anandamaya, who is other 
than this vijnanamaya and who is within it. He is the 
atma (ana., V-2). 

An atma has no divisions as head, wings and tail. 


In the previous sections of the upanishad (sections 
II-2 and III-2) the term atma. has been applied to prana 
and mind, which are not dtmas. How can it be decided 
that in the text quoted under the preceding sutra, the 
term really denotes an atma ? The sutra replies : 

16. I 

The term atma refers (to Brahma) as in other places ; 
from what follows 
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In the text under consideration the term atmd does 
refer to Brahma , as in texts like the following: “ Before 
creation this (world) was Atmd indeed ; one only ; He 
willed I will create the worlds” ( aita ., 1-1-1). And this 
is supported by what follows: “ He (the Being full of 
bliss) desired ‘ I will become many, and to that end I 
will evolve’” (ana., VI-2). 

17. aFerqiftfa %WT?;™oTIfT [\ 

If it be said ' (one cannot be sure of this ); because 
the term was previously applied to what was not 
dtmd,' the reply is— There is certainty ; because of 
the affirmation.’ 

At first there is the text “ From that Atmd came 
forth ether ” (ana., 1-2) ; and He occupies the mind. This 
idea of the highest Atmd, as the world-cause, was trans¬ 
ferred in succession to prdna, to mind, to the jlva and 
finally to the Being of bliss ; and there it rests ; be¬ 
cause there is nothing beyond. This is confirmed by 
the subsequent passage quoted. Thus, the application 
of the term even in the beginning to things, which are 
not Brahma, was from the notion that they were. 
Hence, the conclusion is free from all flaws (1). 


(l) This is what the opponent means. From the 
beginning rule (Intro., para 24) a subsequent text should be 
understood as to agree with a text at the beginning ; the 
meaning of the latter cannot be settled with reference to 
the former. In the reply attention is drawn to what pre¬ 
cedes even the beginning ; and it is shown that the suc¬ 
ceeding text does not nullify the text at the very beginning. 



712 


SRI BH ASH YAM [CHAP. Ill, SEC. 3 

Sub-section 5 


In this sub-section the question in prana vidyci left 
over for consideration in sub-section 3 is taken up. In 
both the upanishads (See Vedic Texts under sub-section 
3) after prescribing a meditation on prana as the oldest 
and the best, water is mentioned as the clothing of 
prana ( chando ., V-2-2) and ( brihad ., VIII-1-14). 1 The 
question for consideration is whether what is enjoined 
is achamana , or meditation that the water sipped in 
achamana is the clothing of prana. 

First view. In the madhyandina reading the termi¬ 
nation denoting injunction is found in connection with 
achamana , but not in connection with meditation. 
Hence, one achamana being prescribed by the smritis as 
a part of the taking of food, another achamana is en¬ 
joined as subsidiary to prana vidya. This view is taken 
on the strength of the injunction. The reference to the 
clothing of prana is mere praise. 


Why then is the term 5 tma applied to other things ? The 
reply is that the application was that they were the 
highest Atma ; and in each case by showing that there was 
another within it, the conception was withdrawn from it, 
and was fixed on this inner thing; and this went on till the 
anandamaya was reached. As there was nothing within 
Him, other than Himself, and as He is said further on to 
have willed, the conception that He is atma and the highest 
Atma became established. 


1 The original quotes portions of the upatiishads bearing on 
the point. As they are stated in ‘ Vedic Texts,’ they are omitted 
here. 
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Final decision. This is stated in the sutra : 

18. I 

A new thing (is enjoined); because it is the business 
of the veda to enjoin what has not been taught 
already. 

The sutra takes the latter view ; because this has 
not been taught already. The veda serves its purpose, 
only when it teaches something to be newly done. As 
to achamana it is already enjoined by the smritis ; and 
referring to the water sipped under this injunction, it 
is taught that the water should be regarded as the 
clothing of prdna. This appears from the sentences at 
the beginning and end. In the beginning there is the 
query of prana. “ What will be my clothing ” and 
the reply is “ water is the clothing ”. The closing 
words of the upanishads state “ They clothe {prana) 
with water ” and “ They make that prana other 
than naked ”. Hence in the chdndogya reference 
is made only to clothing with water; but not to 
achamana (1). 


(l) Preceding this topic there is the injunction that 
the food offered to all animals should be meditated on as 
the food of prana ; and by the side of this another medi¬ 
tation on the water sipped in achamana. as the clothing 
of prana is clearly intended. The termination denoting 
injunction is found in connection with achamana only in 
the mndhyandina. text, but not in the others. Hence the 
conclusion stated stands. 

90 
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Sub-section 6 


In the sandilya vidya taught in the bfihad ctran- 
yaka and agnirahasya a meditation is prescribed on the 
highest Atmcl as abiding in the heart of man, and as 
possessed of certain attributes. 1 The question for consi¬ 
deration is whether the same vidyd, is taught in the two 
upanishads. 

First view. Though there is agreement in respect 
of the fruit, the injunction and the name of the vidya , 
its form differs; for in one place reference is made to 
the possession of an unfrustrated will, and in the 
other to being the controller of all, the lord of all 
and the supporter of all by will. Hence they are two 
vidyas. 

Final decision. This is stated in the sutra: 

19. HRTff <P7 I 

And the set of qualities being thus the same (the 
vidyas are one) ; because there is no difference. 

The same set of qualities is stated in both—per¬ 
ceivable with a pure mind, and having a brilliant body ; 
and the following addition is made. In one “ He con¬ 
trols all; He is the lord of all; and he supports all this, 
whatever exists ”. In the other “ with an unfrustrated 
will ”. These additions do not differ. The addition 
in one place is an amplification of the addition made 
in the other. For, having an unfrustrated will, the 

1 The description of the vidya in the original by quotations is 
omitted here, as it is given in tile 4 Vedic Texts 
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highest Atmti controls all and supports all by His will. 
Being the lord of all is also useful ; for the control 
over one, that is not His own, may suffer obstruction 
occasionally ; but as everything is His own, He may 
control them at His pleasure. Hence, the form being 
the same, the vidya is one (1). 


Sub-section 7 

See brihad aranyaka {Vedic Texts), which describes 
meditation on the unchanging Purusha in the sun’s orb 
and on the unchanging Purusha in the right eye as 
having a body made up of three mantras. Two secret 
names are stated —ahar of the former and aham of the 
latter; and meditation on these names is subsidiary to 
the other meditation. The question is whether each 
name is connected with the Purusha in regard to whom 
it is stated, or whether both may be connected with 
either indifferently. 

First view. The Being to be meditated on is the 
same—the unchanging highest Atma, whose body is made 

(1) Here, the opponent may contend—Both the 
upanishads are portions of the same branch of the veda ; 
and the repetition in one of what is stated in the other 
without any difference cannot be explained as in sUtra 2 
with reference to difference in the persons learning the 
vidya. Nor is it possible to justify the repetition as ser¬ 
ving some purpose. Hence there are two vidyas. Reply. 
The repetition serves the purpose of explaining what is 
stated briefly in one place, and it is usual to mention a 
thing briefly and then to explain it. 



716 


SRI BH ASH YAM [CHAR. Ill, SEC. 3 


up of the three mantras ; and as He is connected with 
both the places, He is one ; the form of vidya is therefore 
one, and the fruit and the rest are also one. The vidya 
is therefore one; and the names may be meditated on in 
the vidya on one or the other Purusha. This is stated 
in the sutra : 

20. i 

Similarly elsewhere also ; because of the connection. 

The reasoning in the preceding sub-section is 
applied here by the opponent. There, as the same 
attributes were found in the object of meditation, it was 
held that the form of meditation was the same, and 
that the attributes mentioned in both places should be 
combined. Similarly, the object of meditation being 
the same here also, both the names should be combined 
in each meditation. The final decision is stated in the 
next sutra : 

21. q qi 1 

But no •, because of difference. 

The object of meditation differs. Though it is the 
highest Atma in both the vidyas , He is to be meditated 
on in one as being in the orb of the sun ; and in the 
other as abiding in the right eye of man. Hence the form 
of the vidyas differs. In the sandilya vidyas the place 
of meditation does not differ; for in both it is 
the heart. 

22. q 1 


And the text shows this. 
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This—that the attributes mentioned with reference 
to the orb of the sun and with reference to the eye 
should not be combined. The text is 

That which is the form of that Parasha (purusha in 
the sun’s orb), the very same is the form of this Purusha 
(purusha in the eye) (charido., 1-7-5). 

This special application of the form indicates that 
the form of the first mentioned does not apply to the 
next one of itself, and that the two Purushas are 
different (1). 


Sub-sectjon s 

The following text occurs in the yajur veda. “ By 
Brahma invincible powers have been obtained; this 
invincible Brahma pervaded heaven before (the birth 
of Indra) ; Brahma appeared before all beings ; who is 
fit to quarrel with this Brahma ”. Here two attributes 
are mentioned—obtaining invincible powers and pervad¬ 
ing heaven ; but not after commencing description of 


(1) What is stated above requires some explanation. 
The meaning of the opponent is that the beginning and end 
are alike, and that the name being one, viz., vyahriti vidya, 
the meditation is one, and that therefore the vidya may be 
done in one place or another, and with either name. The 
final decision denies that the beginning and the end are 
alike. The beginning mentions two persons , and this 
number indicates difference in the principal object of 
meditation. In the end also the fruit of meditation on the 
Purusha in the sun’s orb is stated, and after finishing this, 
the other vidya is dealt with. 
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any particular vidya. Are they to be included in every 
meditation ? The sutra says no : 

23. 1 

The obtaining of invincible powers and the pervading 
of heaven (should also be restricted); for the same 
reason. 

Even though the text is not connected with any 
particular vidya , and the attributes should therefore be 
included in all, yet because the places differ, the 
attributes should be restricted (1). Why ? Because in 
vidycLs , in which the highest Atma should be meditated 
on as abiding in a small place like the heart, it is not 
possible to think of Him also as pervading heaven. The 
other attribute, being connected with it, shares the 
same fate. 

2. Objecti&n. In the sclndilya vidya and dahara 
vidya considered in chapter 1-2-1 and 1-3-5, in both of 
which the highest Atma abiding in the heart is 


(1) For a precedent see puroa mlmamsa, III-6-1. The 
text He, whose juhu is made of parya wood, does not hear 
unpleasant statements, occurs unconnected with any place 
in which a yaga is enjoined.’ The question was considered 
whether this applies equally to prakriti and vikriti yagas. 
(For the meaning of these terms see Introduction, para 31.' 
It might be thought that as the juhu is used for making 
offerings in both, the injunction applies to both. This 
was the first view. The final decision is that it applies to 
prakriti yagas only. For in a vikriti yaga, the juhii finds no 
place, before the ritual of a prakriti yUga is adopted for 
the vikriti yU,ga \ and when this adoption is made, the 
condition that the juhu should be made of parya wood will 
come along with the juhu from the prakriti yaga. 
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meditated on, the following descriptions occur—“ larger 
than the earth,” and “ As large as this ether is, so 
large is the ether within the heart How is it 
possible to meditate on Him as being in the heart and 
at the same time as being larger than earth or ether ? 
Reply. The large size is not intended to form a part of 
the meditation. The fact that in Himself He is without 
limitation is stated (1). 


SUB -SECTION 9 

This deals with purusha vidyil taught in the 
chandogya and taittirlya upanishads. See Vedic Textst. 

(1) Another objection. Among the attributes, which 
should enter into every vidya, as stated in sub-section 4, that 
of being without limitations is one; and in this is included 
absence of limitation in place. How is it possible to think of 
this aspect in the sandilya and dahara vidyn.n ? Reply. As 
the highest Atma is by nature all-pervading, this aspect 
may be thought on by one at the same time, as he thinks 
that out of infinite mercy He is present in his heart to help 
him. There is no incongruity in this ; one aspect pertaining 
to nature and the other due to a limiting place. If the 
meditation were as stated by the text under consideration, 
there would be two limitations—one by the size of the heart, 
and the other by the size of earth or ether; and the 
resulting sizes would conflict. This reply removes a still 
further objection. The text under consideration describes 
the highest Atma as He is ; no meditation is stated ; and 
there is therefore no room for any enquiry. Reply. In the 
case of a Being, who is omnipresent, the statement that He 
pervades heaven can serve no purpose other than that He 
should be meditated as so limited. 
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The question for consideration is whether the vidyas 
differ or not. 

First view. They are one. First, the name is the 
same, viz., purusha vidya. Next, meditation on the 
attributes of a person as the parts or adjuncts of a 
yajna is taught, and this is the same in both ; hence 
the form is the same. In the taittirlya no fruit is 
mentioned. But in the absence of a conflicting fruit (for 
that would lead to a difference in the vidyas ), the one¬ 
ness of name and form makes one recognise the vidya as 
one ; and as what is not mentioned in one place may 
be supplied from another, the fruit stated in the other 
upanishad, which is itself the fruit of purusha vidya , 
should be added in the taittirlya. The result is that the 
same fruit is connected with the vidya. Hence, the same 


vidya is taught in both the 

s places (1). 

(l) Objection. At 1 

;he e 

md of the upanishad this 


statement is made : “ He attains the greatness of Brahma." 
How can it be said that no fruit is mentioned ? Reply. A 
mere meditation on man is not meditation on Brahma ; and 
the fruit referred to as stated is inapplicable to it. As 
Brahma vidya is dealt with in the preceding section of the 
upanishad , the sentence should be taken out and added 
therein. 

See the precedent in purva mlmamsa, III-3-13. A 
text prescribing three upasads for a soma yaga, with one 
sutya day, and twelve for ahlna yagas occurs in a place that 
deals with the jyotishtoma yaga. A sutya day is the day in 
which the offerings of the soma juice are made. There is 
only one such day in the jyotishtoma yaga \ and a yaga, in 
which there are more than sutijU day up to twelve, is known 
as ahlna ; and this is its recognised meaning. It is there- 1 
fore decided that the portion of the text prescribing twelve 
upasads for ahlna. yagas should be taken out of the context. 
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Final decision. The vidyas differ. This is stated in 
the sutra : 

24. g^fasjrqiqfq | 

And in purusha vidya too (the vidyUs differ) ; because 
what is stated in one place is not stated in the 
other. 

Thus in the taittirlya the parts of the day-morning, 
midday and evening—are stated to be Havanas (See note 
in Vedic Texts) ; while in the other man’s life-period 
divided into three parts are to be so regarded. Next 
hunger, thirst and abstinence from sexual intercourse are 
to be looked upon as dlkshd according to the chdndogya ; 
but this is not found in the other. On the other hand 
the meditator should think of himself as the yajamUna 
(doer of yaga), and his faith as the wife according to 
the taittirlya ; but this is not taught in the other. Hence 
the form of vidyas differs. 

2. Similarly the fruit also differs. In the taittirlya 
in the preceding section one is asked to offer himself 
to Brahma in these words— 11 Offer yourself with the 
prayava mantra saying ‘ For you, the great Brahma.' " 
This is a brahma vidya ; and its fruit is next stated 
“ He reaches the greatness of Brahma". Then follows 
the section dealing with purusha vidya. It means that 
the person who does the meditation should also meditate 
on himself as yajna, Purusha vidya is therefore a vidya 
subsidiary to brahma vidya , and has the same fruit as 
the other. For the rule is that when a thing is men¬ 
tioned without fruit by the side of another with fruit, 
the former is subsidiary to the latter. The purusha 
91 
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vidya in the chandogya yields as its fruit the attain¬ 
ment of a full life. As both the form and fruit differ 
the two vidyHs are not identical (1). 


SUB-SECTION 10 


In the preceding sub-section it was decided that the 
purusha vidya taught by the side of a brahma vidya was 
connected with it as a subsidiary vidya. The opponent 
in this sub-section proposes to extend this rule to certain 
mantras and to certain karmas, which are stated in 


(1) Question. Why is reaching the greatness of 
Brahma stated at the end of the section of the upanishad 
dealing with purusha vidya. Reply. The mention of the 
fruit in the former section is to show that one, that desires 
it, should carry out the injunction, as in the text “ He that 
desires svarga should do yaga ". In the next section the 
subsidiary meditation is described ; and the fruit of the 
brahma vidya with its helper is stated at the end. 

Question again. Why is this sub-section added. The 
only thing common to the two vidyus is the name, while the 
difference in the form is patent. Reply. The intention is to 
show that the nyasa vidya in the taittirlya is the principal, 
and that the purusha vidya, which follows it, is subsidiary 
to it. 

One more question. If the meditator in the purusha 
vidya is to meditate on his belongings as parts of yajna,, 
why are certain things like the chuturmasya, which are not 
parts of yajna , mentioned in the upanishad ? Reply. The 
intention is merely to praise one that does the nyasa vidya. 
In this view there is no vidya in the taittirlya ; and the 
oneness contended for in the first view fails. 
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upanishads by the side of brahma vidyas. They are as 
follows: 

(1) Pierce through the bright body (of my enemy); 
pierce through the heart ( atharva upanishad) ; (2) Deva, 
savitak, permit the yajna to be done ( sdma veda) ; (3) May 
Mitra be the yielder of happiness to us ; may Varuna be the 
yielder of happiness ( taittiriya) ; (4) You are a horse 
white, green and blue (mtyayanin). The aitareyhis begin 
thefr mahuvrata brahma y a thus ; ' l Indr a killed vrltra and 
became great ” : The kaushltakis also begin the same with 
the text— PrajUpati is the year; this mahuvrata is his 
dtmd ; and the vUjasaneyins begin the pravargya brahmana 
with the words ‘ Devon performed satra.” 

The question for consideration is whether those 
mantras and harm as are connected with brahma vidyas 
and serve them or not. 

First view. They are so connected ; for they are 
taught together in the same place. 

2. An objection is raised—They are connected 
with karrnas, each with each, by authorities like sruti, 
linga and vdkya, all of which are stronger than the 
authority known as sthdna or place. The first text is a 
prayer to a devatd in a yaga done for destroying one’s 
enemy ; and the mantra is connected with it from the 
capacity {linga) of the term ‘ pierce through ’. Other 
mantras are similarly connected by linga or sruti. 
The karma known as pravargya, though described with¬ 
out reference to anything else, is known to be subsidiary 
to jyotishtoma from the text “ They do pravargya before 
upasad ” ; and upasad, as is well-known, serves the 
jyotishtoma yaga. In the same way the karma known 
as mahctvrata serves what is known as gavamayana, 
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How can they be said to be connected with brahma 
vidyas ? 

Reply. Be this as it may (1). The text no. 3, and 
the corresponding mantra ‘ may he guard us together ’ 
have no use elsewhere, and being included in the upani- 
shads, where vidyas are taught, they must be subsidiary 
to vidyas. Hence these mantras should be utilised in 
all vidyas. 

Final decision. They are not subsidiary to vidyas. 
This is stated in the siitra: 

25. 

Because they are for destruction and other purposes. 

The first, text is applied to a karma to bring about 
the destruction of one’s enemy ; and the use of the 
other texts is stated by the objector in paragraph 2 of 
the first view. This is patent. Similarly the third text 

(1) Though they are connected with karmas as 
stated, they may yet be connected with vidyUs also, so that 
their inclusion in the upanishadS may not become useless. 
There is a precedent for this in the purva mlmUmsa. There 
is a direction to build the place for the uhavanlya fire with 
specially-made bricks so as to be of the shape of a bird ; 
and one is directed to do the jyotishtoma yaga with this fire- 
Here the direction, which is vakya, nullifies the place 
(sthilna ) authority, which connects jyotishtoma with a fire¬ 
place made in the usual way as described in that context. 
Yet this latter fire becomes also useful, when the brick-made 
fire is not resorted to. Similarly here. Reply. This expla¬ 
nation is untenable. To apply the mantras to brahma-vidya, 
it will be necessary to resort to secondary meanings ; but 
the words themselves indicate connection with particular 
karmas , but not with vidyas ; and this cannot be got over 
(i bhUva ). 
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and the text quoted by the opponent in the same 
paragraph are connected with learning the text of the 
veda. For, further on in one of the mantras the follow¬ 
ing words occur: “ I will recite ritam (1) ; I will recite 
satyam ” ; This is stated in beginning the learning ; and 
when it is closed for the day, the words are ‘ I recited 
ritam. I recited satyam ’. 

In the other mantra the latter portion is “ May the 
text recited by us (teacher and student) be bright (i.e., 
efficacious). May we not dislike each other ”. These 
marks clearly connect the mantras with learning the 
text of the veda. This is done by the teacher’s reciting 
a text and the students’ repeating it after him. 

2. The argument in paragraph 2 of the first view , 
that the inclusion in the upanishads indicates a connec¬ 
tion with brahma vidya , is not correct. The inclusion is 
for another purpose. They have to be recited in the 
day, and in a desert place, where they will not be heard 
by women and by those that have not gone through the 
upanayana ceremony. As the upanishads are of this 
description, the mantras and the portions dealing with 
pravargya and mahavrata find a place in them. 

Sub-section ll 

The following texts state that one, that does 
brahma vidya , should include in it the thought that he 

(1) The terms ritam and satyam refer to the texts, as 
they are unchanged either in the letter or in meaning. 
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abandons his karma, good and bad deeds, and that 
they go to his friends and enemies respectively. They 
are: 


(i) Shaking off Jcarma, as a horse shakes off the hair 
on its body, released from the body, as the moon is released 
from the mouth of rahu (in an eclipse) and throwing off the 
body, I will reach the eternal Brahma- world, the purpose 
of my life having been attained (chando ., VIII-13-1); (ii) 
Then the meditator, shaking off good and bad deeds, and 
free from all touch of matter, attains the highest likeness to 
Him (mu/jda., III-1-3); (iii) His sons take his property ; 
his friends his good deeds ; his enemies his bad deeds 
(satyayana) ; and (iv) Then, he shakes off good and bad 
deeds ; his dear cousins take the good deeds ; his enemies 
his bad deeds (kaushltaki). • 

Thus, the abandonment of karma is stated in two 
texts ; its going to friends and foes in one ; and both in 
the last. Meditation on both points should form part of 
all vidyHs. For, the meditator, whatever be his vidya, in 
reaching Brahma should shake off his good and bad 
deeds, and what is shaken off should go to some one (1). 
The question for consideration is whether the 
meditation may be on one or the other point or on both 
at pleasure or on both without option. 


(1) The mention of both the points is for the purpose 
of meditation, like the place, in which the object of medita¬ 
tion should be located, and like His attributes. The 
purpose is not merely to state the fruit; for in the 
stingily a vidya it is stated : Departing from here, I shall 
reach Him’ ( chUndo III-14-4). Here meditation on one 
variety of fruit is enjoined ; in the first text this is connect¬ 
ed with the abandonment of good and bad deeds ; and in 
the fourth text this again is connected with their disposal. 
Hence both points should be included in meditation. 
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First view. The former is the proper alternative ; 
for, the points are stated in various ways. Their combi¬ 
nation in every vidya could not have been intended ; for 
as this would follow from the fourth text, the reference 
to them in the other texts would serve no purpose. This 
objection cannot be got over on the plea that the teach¬ 
ing is conveyed to different students ; for the only case 
in which this will be a satisfactory explanation is stated 
in sutra 2 of this section— i.e., repetition without 
difference ; but here the statement is not the same. Nor 
can the objection be answered with reference to differ¬ 
ence in vidyas ; for it has been stated to be a part of 
every vidya. 

Final decision. Both points should be meditated on 
in every vidya. The reason is stated in the sutra : 

26 . 

In the mention of abandonment (the other is 
implied) ; for the text as to disposal is subsidiary 
to the other text; as in the case of kusu, metre, 
stotra and upagana ; this is stated. 

The meaning is that, when only one point is men¬ 
tioned (1), the other also is meant ; and that both should 
be combined. Because the texts as to the disposal of 
the good and bad deeds supplement the informa¬ 
tion conveyed in the other set of texts; and this is 

(1) The term hanau (in the abandonment) is intended 
to include the other, i.e., the disposal also. Hence 
when one of them is mentioned, it should be combined with 
the other. 
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appropriate ; the former set explains what becomes of the 
karma when abandoned. It does not matter that the 
two sets are found in different places. There are 
precedents for this in the purva mlmdmsa : There is the 
text “ kusas are parts of a tree ” ; another text states 
“ kusas are parts of the udumbara tree ; and the latter 
text is taken to explain the former. The term kusa 
means pegs used by the udgata in counting the number 
of times songs are repeated (1). Next, the text “ with 
the metres of the devas and asuras " does not state the 
order in which they should be taken. The term 
devasura in the original is a compound ; and though 
its members occur in a certain order, a rule of grammar 
requires that the word with fewer syllables should come 
first. The order in the compound is not therefore con¬ 
clusive. Another text is needed ; and this is found in 
another place thus: “ The metres of the devas come 
first.” Next, the text ‘ Let him cause the stotra of the 
shodasi graha (2) to be commenced with gold,’ 
does not state when this should be done. Another text 

(1) In a soma yaga the udgata and his two assistants 
have to sing certain mantras , which are known as stotras. 
Each verse sung is known as stotrlya, and in each stotra 
there should be a fixed number of stotrlyas, nine, fifteen, 
seventeen, or twenty-one. In many cases, there are only 
three verses and therefore only three stotrlyas. The 
number required is made up by repeating the stotrlyas. 
There are three rounds, in each of which one stotrlya is 
sung more than once, and the others but once. 

(2) In a soma yaga the juice of the soma creeper is 
offered in small cylindrical vessels, known as grahas. Of 
these many are offered after the udgata sings a stotra and 
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states “ when the sun is half set, he causes the stotra of 
the shadosl graha to be commenced Lastly, the 
general permission to the helpers in a yaga to sing with 
the udgatil ‘ ritviks sing along with the udgtlta' is 
limited by the text “ The adhvaryu shall not sing”. 

If it be not admitted that one text in one place 
stating a thing in general terms can be explained or 
limited by another text in another place, it must be 
assumed that option is given to the meditator ; but its 
exercise is objectionable, as long as any other course is 
open; and this principle is laid down in the purva 
mlmamsa (X-8-1). See Introduction, para 36. Thus 
the texts mentioning only abandonment of karma and 
only its going to others form a connected whole ; and 
as neither one nor the other by itself exists, there is no 
room for the exercise of option. The mention of both 
in the kaushltaki is explained with reference to the 
difference among the persons taught. 


SUB-SECTION 12 

In the preceding sub-section reference was made to 
the abandonment of good and bad deeds by a meditator. 
When does this take place ? Is it partly at the depar¬ 
ture from the body, and partly on the way to the 
highest heaven, or wholly when he departs? 

the hnta recites a mstra (a number of verses from the rik 
vedu). The sixteenth offering thus made is known as the 
offering of the shodasl graha. 

92 
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First view : It is the former alternative; for so 
is it stated. The kaushltaki begins with these words : 

He reaches the way known as the devayann , and 
goes to the world of agni 

and concludes thus: 

He comes to the stream viraja ; he crosses it with his 
mind (i.e., an effort of the mind); then he throws off 
good and bad deeds. 

This is authority for the abandonment on the way. 
On the other hand the time is stated to be the moment 
of departure (see the first text quoted in the preceding 
sub-section from the chundogya) ; also the sHtyHyana 
text, which shows that it takes place at the same time 
as the sons take the property of the departed. Hence a 
part is abandoned at the time of departure from the 
body, and the remainder on the way. 

Final decision : The whole of the karma is abandon¬ 
ed at the time of departure from the body. This is 
stated in the sutra : 

27. | 

(The abandonment of karma takes place) at de¬ 
parture ; because of the absence of enjoyment ; 
for so others declare- 

Because after such departure there is no more fruit 
of good or evil deeds to be expended by enjoyment. The 
only thing that remains is the fruit of brahma vidya, 
viz., the reaching of Brahma. And this is what some 
upanishads say : 

One that is without a body welcome and unwelcome 
things do not touch (chandn,, VIII-J2-1) ; For him there is 
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delay only so long as he is not released (from the body). 
Then he is united to Sat (Ibid., V 1-14-2); This jtva rises 
from this body, reaches the highest Light, and appears in 
his own form (Ibid., VIII-12-2). 

28. zwmfartem 1 

(The text to the contrary should be interpreted) at 
pleasure, so that both may not conflict. 

Reference is made to the kaushitaki text quoted in 
the first view. In the preceding sutra the decision was 
arrived at from a consideration of the nature of things. 
In order that this decision and the text may not conflict, 
the last part of the text 4 He throws off good and bad 
deeds’ should be placed before the beginning, as the 
sentence stands at present. This follows the rule stated 
in Introduction, para 26 (iii). 


Here the opponent comes forward with an 
objection : 

29. fc fqm: 1 

The text regarding going on the path will have a 
meaning only (on the hypothesis of karma being 
abandoned) in both ways. Otherwise, there will 
be contradiction. 

If all karma is left behind at departure, even the 
subtle body must disappear. Then the jiva by himself 
cannot go, being a minute atom ; and the capacity to 
do anything at will has not yet come. 



732 


SRI BRASHYAM- 


[CHAP. Ill, SEC. 3 


The next sutra replies: 


The theory is appropriate; because the fact of a 
released jiva being connected with a body is seen ; 
as in ordinary experience. 


The theory that all karma is left behind at 
departure is appropriate. Because it is known that a 
jiva , that has left all karma behind, and has attained 
his own nature, may still have a body. Referring to 
one, that has reached the highest Light and attained 
his own nature, it is said : 

There he enjoys Him all round ; he eats, enjoys (as 
he pleases): he amuses himself with women, carriages, or 
cousins (chando ., VIII-12-2 and 3) ; He becomes free, and 
he can go about at pleasure in all worlds {Ibid., VTI-25-2); 
and He appears as one •, appears as three ; as five (Ibid., 
VII-26-2). 

Hence, one, whose karma has disappeared, may 
retain the subtle body and proceed on the devayana. 
Question. But does not even the subtle body go with 
the karma, which brought it into existence 9 Reply. It 
remains owing to the peculiar merit of the vidya. The 
vidya did not bring it into existence ; but it retains it 
in order that the jiva may perform the journey. Such 
a thing is seen in the world. People dig a tank for 
irrigation; and even when this purpose has been 
served, and the motive for the excavation has dis¬ 
appeared, the tank is retained in a good condition for 
drinking purposes. 
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The opponent raises another objection : If what is 
stated be a fact, how does it happen that the sage 
Vasishta, for instance, who had seen the highest Being, 
entered into another body, when he died, and experienced 
pleasure at the birth of a son and grief at iiis death ? 
The next sutra replies : 

31. I 

Those, holding certain offices, have sonic karma left, 
so long as the office lasts. 

It is not asserted that every wise man abandons 
good and evil deeds at death. This is true only of those 
that depart from the body to enter on the devaydma. 
Vasishta held an office in the economy of nature ; and 
he did not enter on the devaynna, when he died ; because 
his office had come to him as the fruit of karma, and 
it continued. This karma remains as long as the 
office lasts (1). 


Sub-section 13 

In the upakosalu and other vidyas journey on the 
devaydna is described. See Vet lie Texts. Is progress on 


(1) It should be noted that though no karma is left at 
the point of death that will yield fruit, there is still some 
small portion, which prevents the full expansion of the 
attribute jnana. Even this disappears, when the highest 
Atma is reached. 



734 


SRI BHASMYAM [CHAP. Ill, SEC. 3 


this path limited to those that do these vidyas, or is it 
common to them and all others also ? 

First view. It is limited ; for it is not mentioned 
in connection with other vidyas ; and there is no authority 
for extending it to them (1). 

Final decision: There is no limitation. This is 
stated in the sutra: 

32. i 

No limitation. If common to all, there will be no 
conflict with the veda and smritis. 

Those that do all vidyas have to go along the same 
path. If this were not so, there would be conflict with 
the teaching of the veda and the smritis. The brihad 
aranyaka states “ Those that thus meditate on this (the 


(1) Objection. Chandogya, V-10 and the correspond¬ 
ing portion of the brihad aranyaka (VIII-2) bring up before 
the mind all other meditators Reply. It is not made out 
that they do so. If the path were common to all, why is 
the description in chapter V-10 of the chandogya repeated 
in chapter IV, section 15 of the same upanishad ? The 
explanation that the students were different cannot be put 
forward, as the repetition occurs in the same upanishad. It 
cannot be contended that progress on the path is taught 
in one place and that it is repeated in the other; 
for there is no ground for determining which place teaches 
for the first time and which repeats the teaching. 
The purpose of the repetition cannot be to praise the path, 
as in the preceding section the fires told the student “ your 
teacher will teach you the path” ( chUndo IV-14-1). See 
Vedic Texts under chapter 1-2-3. This shows that the 
teaching was not complete without instruction on this 
point, and that it is therefore peculiar to that vidya. 
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nature of the jiva) (1), and those that in the forest 
meditate on Brahma (Sat yam ) with eagerness, go to 
light” (VIII-2-15) ; and the chandogya has the same 
teaching (V-10-1). Here the terms used in the original 
are satyam in one, and tapas in the other. The former 
term denotes Brahma from vedic usage—“ Unchanging, 
(satyam), shining and without limitation is Brahma ” 
(ana., 1-1); and “ Satyam alone should he meditated on ” 
(ehilndo., VTI-16-1). The other term tapas should have 
the same meaning, as the two texts convey the same 
teaching (2). The hhagavad glta is to the same effect: 
“ The light of fire, the day, the bright fortnight, when 
the moon waxes, the six months of the sun’s northward 
progress—men that meditate on Brahma go on this path 
and reach Brahma ” (VII1-24). 

2. The repetition on which the first view relies is 
for the purpose of praise. This is evident from the 
reference to the performance or non-performance of the 
obsequies of the departed. See the text under considera¬ 
tion in Vedic Texts. Or the purpose was to add the 
information that those that go on the path do not 
return (3). 


(1) The first clause refers to those that do the five- 
fires meditation described in that place; and the second 
clause to those that meditate on Brahma. 

(2) Meditation with eagerness is stated elsewhere 
after referring to meditation on satyam “ Eagerness should 
lie obtained ” (chiindo.. VII-19). 

(3) The meditation on the abandonment of karma 
at the point of death, on its going to friends and foes, 
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Sub-section 14 


See the texts in Vedic Texts under chapter 1-2-5 
and chapter 1-3-3. They refer to Brahma by the term 
akshara, and deny of Him a number of attributes that 
are found in jivas or matter. The effect of this is to 
affirm that He cannot be touched by any imperfection, 
and that His nature is unique. The question for con¬ 
sideration is whether this nature should be included in 
all brahma vidyas , or only in the vidya in which it is 
stated, 

First view. Only in the particular vidya in which 
it is mentioned. There is no authority for importing 
into a vidya the attributes that constitute the form of 
another vidya ; and being in the form of denial, the 
attributes denied cannot be useful like bliss and other 
attributes in the perception of Brahma. It is only when 
the substance has been grasped with their help, that 
these attributes can be denied ; for it is not possible to 
make a denial, unless the subject regarding which it is 
made is present. 

Final decision : Meditation on this nature of the 
highest Atma should form part of every brahma vidya. 
This is stated in the sutra: 


and on the progress on the dev ay an a are subsidiary to 
brahma vidijti. But as they partake of the nature of 
meditation, they are included in this section ; and the in¬ 
tention is also to distinguish these subsidiary meditations 
from certain barman, which are also subsidiary to brahma 
vidya, and which are dealt with in the next section. 
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33. | 

The conception of Aksharu enters into every vidyii ; 
because He is the same, and the attributes come 
into His perception. Like the mantras of upamd ; 
it has been stated. 

Because the object to be meditated on in all vidyds 
is the same, viz., the highest Alma ; and because also in 
the perception of that object the nature declared by the 
denials comes in. An object is perceived by perceiving 
its specific character, i.e., that character by which it is 
differentiated from everything else. The possession of 
bliss and the other attributes stated in sub-section 4 
does not by itself bring before the mind His specific 
character ; for they are found in jivas also. To bliss 
and the rest should be added incompatibility with all 
imperfections. This feature is not found in the jiva, 
who, though without imperfections in himself, is fit to 
be connected with them. This trait, which is needed, is 
the reverse of the attributes found in this universe con¬ 
sisting of matter and jivas ; and it is stated in the two 
texts cited. 

The sutra adds an illustration to show that attri¬ 
butes are inseparably connected with the seat of them. 
In a soma yaga, in which the offerings of the soma 
juice are repeated on four days, and which is connected 
with the name of Jamadagni, a subsidiary karma known 
as upasad is done on twelve days ; and the principal 
offering in it on each day is a cake of fried rice flour. 
This is prescribed in the yajiir veda, while the man¬ 
tras for making the offerings are stated in the sarnu 
9:1 
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veda. The mantras have to be recited in an undertone 
like mantras in the yajur veda , while those of the sama 
veda are recited in a loud tone. This follows the 
principle laid down in the purva mlmumsa (1). 


Here the opponent raises an objection. The object 
meditated on in every brahma vidyu being the highest 
Atma , and He being the seat of numberless attributes, 
which are inseparably connected with Him, they would 
all come into every vidya, and their limitation to parti¬ 
cular vidyas would be futile. The next sutra replies: 

34. 

So much only ; for meditation. 

Only those attributes come into all vidySs without, 
which the highest Atma cannot be perceived ; and they 
are those stated in sub-section 4 and in this sub-section. 
All other qualities should be taken into account only in 
those vidyCis, in which they are specially mentioned. 


(l) The principle referred to is as follows: In the 
karma known as adhana (establishing the three fires) certain 
sUma mantras have to be sung. The karma is the princi¬ 
pal one, and the singing of the saman is subsidiary to it. 
As subsidiary things should follow the principal, the saman 
should be sung in an undertone, as mantras in the yajur 
veda are; and not like verses in the sama veda, which 
should be recited in a high tone (Intro., para 24). Adhana is 
enjoined in the yajur veda (ITI-3-2), 
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Bub-section 15 

Bee Vedic Texts. Yajnavalkya was questioned by 
two persons. The question was the same— 

Tell me about Him, who is Brahma in the primary 
meaning of the term, who is eternal and omnipresent, and 
who is the inner ruler of all. 

The answers were different-—To Ushasta it was 

He, who with prana does the work of prana, is your 
Afina, abiding within all 

and other words to the same effect. To a further 
question from the same person, the answer was 

Do not see him that sees, do not hear about him 
that hears, do not think about him that thinks, do not 
meditate on him that meditates. 

The answer to Kahola, the other questioner, was 

He is the inner ruler of all, who transcends hunger 
and thirst, grief and confusion, old age and death. 

Here the question for consideration is whether one 
vidya is taught or two vidycts. 

First view. Two vidyas are taught; for their forms 
are different ; and this follows from the different replies 
given, though the question was one. In the former 
reply the worker with prana is stated to be the dtmd 
within all, and in the latter one that is without hunger 
and the rest. Reference is made in the former to a jiva, 
who breathes, and who is other than the body, the 
senses, the mind, prana and the attribute jnana, and in 
the latter to the highest Atma, who is other than the 
jiva, and who is without hunger and the rest. 
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2. Here a question is put to the opponent. How 
can a jiva be the dtmd within all ? Reply. The 
jiva has a number of elements forming his body ; and 
he is within them and controls them all. It is no doubt 
true that this is a limited control; but there is no help 
for it. If it be assumed out of a predilection for unlimited 
control that the highest Atma is referred to in the first 
reply, the difference in the replies cannot be got over. 
The first answer refers to the jiva ; for breathing with 
praya can never apply to the highest Atma : the latter 
reply refers to Him ; for He is without hunger and 
the rest. 

The sutra states this first view and then rejects it : 

35. %#q 

^5T3cI I 

If it be said—“ The first reply about being within all 
pertains to the atma, the owner of the group of 
elements ; otherwise impropriety in the form of 
different replies ” the reply is—No; like the 
teaching (in sad vidyU). 

The final decision is staled in the last part of 
the sutra: Only one vidya is taught. For in both the 
places the question and answers relate to the highest 
Atma. First as to the question. The term brahma, though 
denoting Him only, is sometimes applied to the jiva 
also in a secondary sense. To distinguish Him from tlm 
jiva , the epithet sakshat (directly) has been added. The 
term aparokshat means one, that is present in one’s 
view ; and this will be possible only, if he is connected 
with all places and with all times ; it is appropriate 



SUB-SEC. 15] 


FINAL DECISION 


741 


only in the highest Atrna, who is stated to he without 
limitations in the text “ Unchanging, shining and with¬ 
out limitations is Brahma ” (ana., 1-1). And being with¬ 
in all is also true only of Him ; for He is stated to he 
in everything, beginning with earth and ending with 
the jiva (brihad ., V-7-7 to 27). Next, the first reply also 
relates to Him. It refers to one that does the work of 
prana , using it as an instrument, and to one that does 
this at all times, and not only during waking moments. 
Such an one is Brahma , not a jiva ; for in deep sleep he 
does not do this work. Ushasta did not grasp the full 
scope of the answer. He thought that mere working 
with prana was meant, and that this was found in the 
jiva also. He therefore questioned again. Yajnavallcyu 
replied giving an unmistakable mark, that separates 
Him from the jiva ; and that shows that reference was 
made to one that does the work prdnana (breathing) 
without any limitation—‘ Do not look upon the jiva as 
He that does the work pranana ; for he is dependent 
upon the senses for seeing, hearing, thinking and medi¬ 
tation ; and in deep sleep and in trance he cannot 
direct prana.' And the text “ Who will attain worldly 
pleasure ( any at ), who will attain the bliss of release 
(pranyat), if this limitless bliss does not exist” (ana., 
VII) shows Brahma alone to be the cause by which all 
beings live. This is true of the second reply also. For 
the transcending of hunger, thirst and the rest is His 
specific attribute. In both the places the closing 
of the teaching is the same —“ Other than He is 
miserable ”. 
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The repetition of the question and reply is for the 
purpose of showing that the highest Atma, who makes 
all beings breathe, is beyond hunger, thirst and so on. 
The sutra refers to a parallel case in the sad vidya. 
That vidya begins with the question of the father. 
“ Did you enquire about that Adesa (all-controller), etc.” 
chando., VI-1-3) ; and the son asked “ Will you your¬ 
self, revered sir, tell me” {Ibid., VI-1-7). Again and 
again he said “ Revered sir, teach me further ” {Ibid., 
VI-5-4). The father replied every time, giving further 
information regarding Sat. Similarly here. 


Here the opponent shifts his ground, and states that 
even so, the vidyas must differ. In one place the medi¬ 
tation is on the highest Atvid as causing all beings to 
breathe; and in the other as being beyond hunger, 
thirst and the rest. The attributes being different, the 
form differs, and the questioners also differ. The sutra 
replies: 

36. sqfiflSTCt fafPPS 1 

The instructions given to them should be interchanged. 
The replies differentiate the object of meditation 
(from the jiva) as in the other place. 

The vidyas do not differ; for the questions and 
replies deal with the same Being; and the term convey¬ 
ing the injunction is used only once, after the reply to 
the second questioner-—‘ Hence the meditator should 
attain panditya, and be like a child.’ It is therefore 
concluded that the two sections of the upanishad form 
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a connected whole. First, both the questions refer to 
the highest Atma viewed as the inner ruler of all. The 
word eva (only) added in the question of Kahola indi¬ 
cates that he referred to the same Being viewed in the 
same aspect as Ushasta did. In both the replies the 
same Being in the same aspect is stated. As medi¬ 
tation is to be on this aspect only, the form of the 
vidya is the same. Yajnavalkya taught Ushasta and 
Kahola how this object should be differentiated 
from the jiva. For this purpose he referred first 
to the aspect of making all beings breathe ; next to 
the aspect of transcending hunger, thirst and the rest. 
It was his intention that each should view Brahma 
in the aspect pointed out to the other, in addition to 
that in which He was presented to himself. By this 
means each would perceive Brahma as differentiat¬ 
ed from the jiva. Hence the attribute that enters 
into the vidya is that He is the inner ruler of all. 
The other two features pointed out serve merely to 
explain it. 

2. Question. If this be so, why should two aspects 
be stated to differentiate the highest Atma from the 
jiva ? Reply. The aspect presented to Ushasta did not 
satisfy Kahola , who wished to know an aspect which 
could never be found in the jiva ; and Yajnavalkya 
knowing his thought replied. 

3. In the sad vidya by the questions and replies 
repeated several times the same Being was differentiated 
in several ways. The object was not, however, to 
require the disciple to meditate on the highest Atma as 
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clothed in a new attribute at each step. Similarly 
here also. 

Question. How is it known that in the sad vidyil 
too the same vidytl is dealt with, when the questions 
and answers are different ? The sutra replies : 

37. | 

The same Being; for the statements beginning with 
‘ This is true ’ (satya) are repeated in every reply. 

The same Being, that is denoted by the term sat, 
and that is the final cause, is held up as the object of 
meditation in all the sections beginning with the 
ninth. For, the statements made in the text “ All this 
is identical with that; this is true ; He is atm,a ” are 
repeated in all the sections a and the teaching is 
brought to a close. 

Criticism,. Some commentators treat siitras 36 and 
37 as forming two separate sub-sections. They consider 
the following text in the first sub-section “ Revered 
devata, ‘ I am thou ’ ; revered devata ‘ Thou art I ’ ; hence 
I am he ; and he is I ”. They state that the text directs 
that the jiva and Brahma should each be regarded as 
the other. This view should be rejected ; for the text 
does not teach any new thing. The identification of 
Brahma with everything is already known from the 
texts “ All this is indeed Brahma ; All this is identical 
with that (Sat) ; That thou art ”. It is not a correct 
view that Brahma should be thought on as the jiva, and 
that the jiva should be thought on as Brahma. The 
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only correct view is that Brahma is the atrnd of all, and 
is therefore the alma of every jiva. One., should there¬ 
fore meditate on Brahma as his dtmd. This will be 
taught in sutra IV-1-3. 

2. They consider the following text in the second 
sub-section : ‘ He that meditates on that (the heart) as 
the great, respected, first-born, satya, Brahma.' The 
term satya means the Being, who appears as sat (the 
unlimited ether and air), and as tyad (the limited fire, 
water and earth) (vide hrihad., VTI-5-1). This text 
enjoins meditation on the heart as satya. They regard 
this meditation and the meditations considered in sub¬ 
section 8 supra as one. This view also is incorrect. It 
has been shown already in that sub-section that there 
are two meditations on the Purusha in the sun and on 
the Purusha in the eye. The meditation on the heart 
has a form of its own, and will yield a separate fruit 
—viz., the winning of these worlds; and it is therefore 
complete. In the other two meditations Brahma should 
be meditated on as having three mantras as parts of His 
body ; and their fruit is destruction and abandonment 
of karma. Hence the form and the fruit are different. 
How can the meditation on the heart and the other 
meditations be one ? 

3. The commentators explain: The meditations 
are one ; the fruit in the form of the destruction and 
abandonment of karma is not the fruit of the medita¬ 
tion ; it is the fruit of an anga — i.e., a. subsidiary 
part. Reply. There is no authority for regarding it as 
such. 


94 
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4. Further explanation. The authority is that the 
vidyUs are one. Reply. This would mean: If it be 
decided that the meditations are one, the fruit in ques¬ 
tion will be the fruit of a subsidiary part; if the fruit 
be decided to be of this character, the meditations will 
be one. This would be arguing in a circle. 

5. For this and other reasons the two sfitras 
should be treated as has been done by us. 


Sub-section 16 

The dahwa vidya is taught in the chUndogya and 
brihad Ur any aka upanishads thus : 

There is in this city of Brahma a dwelling place in 
the form of a small lotus. The small ether (ukasa) within 
it and what is within it—both should be sought and be 
meditated on (chan do VIII-1-1); He that was describ¬ 
ed as the great unborn Atma lies in the ether (ukasa) 
within the heart of him. that was referred to as possessing 
the attribute jnana and as dwelling in the midst of pranas. 
He has every one in His grip; He controls every one 
(brihad., VI-4-22). 

Here are there two vidyas or is there one vidyil 
only ? 

First view. There are two vidyas ; for, the object 
to be meditated on is—in one case Ukasa, and in the 
other He that lies in ukasa. The attributes also differ ; 
for in one they are the eight qualities beginning with 
freedom from karma, and in the other having every one 
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in His grip and the rest. Hence, the forms being 
different, the vidyds are different. 

Final decision. The vidya is one. This is stated in 
the sutra : 

38. cfjfUTcftcl^ ^ I 

The attributes are satyakdma, and the rest in that 
place and in the other ; because of the mention of 
abode and the rest. 

The form of the vidya is the same; for in both 
places the highest Atma should be meditated on as 
possessing the quality of being satyakdma and the other 
qualities. This is known from the mention of His 
dwelling in the heart, and of His keeping the worlds 
like a bund from being confounded (See Vedic Texts). 
From these marks the vidya is recognised as one. The 
attributes mentioned in the bfihad dr any aka text are 
particular varieties of the attribute of being satyasan- 
kalpa (having an unfrustrated will), which is included 
in the eight qualities enumerated in the other. Hence 
the attribute of being satyakdma and the others men¬ 
tioned along with it enter into the vidya,. Thus the 
form is the same. The fruit also is the same, as shown 
by the following texts “ Reaching the highest Light, he 
attains his own nature” ( chando ., VIII-12-2) and “ He 
that thus meditates becomes brahma , who is free from 
fear” (bnhad., VI-4-25). He becomes like Brahma. The 
term akasa denotes Brahma in the chandoyya (vide, 
siitra , 1-3-13) ; and in the other the element ether. From 
the mention of the attributes the Being that lies in the 
akasa is decided to be the highest Atma ; and akasa, in 
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which He lies, must be ether. Compare with the text 
of ndrdyana “The small ether within it” (anu., 11). 


The opponent disputes the correctness of the con¬ 
clusion reached. This is his argument. You assume 
that the object of meditation possesses certain qualities ; 
but as a matter of fact they are not found in Him. This 
is affirmed by the texts, which precede and follow verse 
22 under consideration : 

In this ( Brahma ) there is no difference whatever •, 
one that suspects even a small difference in Him 
attains sumadra after namndra (verse 19) ; This unlimited, 
unmoving Brahma should be meditated on as possessing 
oneness (verse 20) ; That utmd is to be described by no, 
no (verse 22). 

The object to be meditated on is therefore without 
any quality ( nir-visesha ). Hence the attributes mention¬ 
ed in the brihad dr any aka text are stated only to be 
denied, as grossness and subtleness are denied by the 
upanishad in another place. For the same reason the 
qualities mentioned in the chdndogya are not real. In 
vidyds done to attain release • these attributes should 
therefore be ignored (1). 

Hence the vidyds differ. The next sutra gives a reply : 

39. STISfff^Tq: 1 

No ignoring of the attributes ; because they have 
been enumerated with earnestness. 


(1) The opponent’s meaning is that in the chdndogya 
the meditation is on Brahma as possessing attributes for 
securing certain inferior fruits. In the brihad aranyaka it 
is on Brahma in His real nature as having no attributes- 
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They have been enumerated with earnestness as 
the attributes to enter into meditations done for obtain¬ 
ing release. Thus: 

What is within it should be sought ( chando ., VTII-1-1); 
He is Atma ; He is free from karma ; He is free from old age, 
death, grief, hunger and thirst ; He has unchanging objects 
of desire ; and His will is never frustrated Ubiil., VIII-1-5) ; 
He has every one in His grip; He controls every one 
(trrihad ., VI-4-22) ; He is the ruler of all ; He is the lord of 
beings ; He is the protector of beings ; He is the protective 
bund that keeps the worlds from being confounded (Ibid.). 

Similar descriptions are found in other upanishads 
also. These attributes are not known from any other 
source, as the attributes of Brahma; hence the view 
that they are stated here merely to be denied is un¬ 
tenable. The intention of an author may be known 
from several marks, of which one is stating a new thing ; 
and this mark is present here. Next, the chAndogya 
prescribes meditation on Brahma as possessing the eight 
attributes stated, and blames one that does not so 
meditate 

Those, that meditate here on the Atma and on those 
unchanging divine qualities and depart, can wander at will 
in all the worlds; Those, that without meditating here 
on the Atma and on those unchanging divine qualities 
depart, cannot wander at pleasure in all the worlds 

(VI-1-6). 

This is another mark of the interest taken by the 
upanishad in this matter. The other upanishad exhibits 
the same interest by mentioning the power of control 
again and again. This is a third mark. Now how can 
the veda, which loves us more than a thousand parents, 
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teach with interest, like one that, deceives, the possession 
by Brahma of qualities, that are unreal, that have to be 
ignored, and that cannot be known by any other means? 
Men are already bewildered by being carried on the 
whirlpool of samsara ; and how can it be thought that 
it further deludes them (1) ? 

(1) The absurdity of the opponent's position may be 
exposed as follows : 

Opponent. The mention of attributes is to delude. 

Reply. The denial of attributes is from the same 
intention. 

Opponent. The veda, which has undertaken to teach 
what is good for us, cannot delude. 

Reply. This remark applies also to mention of 
attributes. 

Opponent. The mention of unreal attributes is for 
the purpose of securing particular fruits. 

Reply. The denial of attributes is for the same pur¬ 
pose. The possession of attributes is a true fact. 

Opponent. Meditation as without attributes being 
for the attainment of release, the negation of attri¬ 
butes states the true fact. 

Reply. Meditation as possessing attributes being for 
the attainment of release, the affirmation states 
the true fact. 

Opponent. That meditation as possessing attributes 
leads to release is a statement springing from an 
intention to delude. 

Reply. The same remark applies to the other 
statement. 

Opponent. It is not appropriate that the veda should 
delude, having undertaken to teach us what is 
good. 

Reply. This applies to the mention of attributes 
also. 
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2. Question. How then are the texts quoted by 
me to be explained ? Reply. The texts denying differ¬ 
ence and affirming oneness show that all things are 
products of Brahma ; and that they are therefore 
identical with Him. It is therefore enjoined that they 
should be seen as one in this respect. After teaching 
this, the upanishad proceeds to condemn the seeing of 
the world as consisting of independent parts, as was 
previously supposed. In the other text also by the word 
iti reference is made to the form of the material world 
perceived by other means; and this form is denied of 
Brahma. This therefore differentiates Him, the inner 
ruler of all, from the world. This point is developed 
immediately after : 

He is other than those that can be perceived by 
other means ; and He is therefore not perceived; He is 
other than those that fail to pieces ; and He does not there¬ 
fore fall to pieces ; He is other than those that are attach¬ 
ed ; and He is therefore not attached ; He is other than 
those that suffer; and He does not therefore suffer, nor 
perish (verse 22). 

A similar description is found in the chandogya also: 

By the old age of the body He does not age ; by 
the killing of the body he is not killed- This city-like 
Brahma is not subject to change. In Him all divine 
qualities are contained (VTII-1-5). 

This text shows Brahma to be different from every¬ 
thing else, and to be the seat of the qualities mentioned. 


The opponent raises another objection. The text 
quoted as conferring on the meditator the capacity to 
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wander at will in all the worlds adds—“ If he desires to 
see those that were his fathers (in previous births), by 
his mere will the fathers come up ; and joining them he 
is respected ” ( chcindo ., VIII-2-1). This is a fruit 
desired by bound jivas. Those that desire release and 
the attainment of Brahma should not meditate on Him 
as possessing qualities. Also, the fruit of Brahma vidya 
is to attain one’s own nature. The next siitra replies : 

40. gqfcqclScl^^Tcf I 

(The fruits referred to are those to be reaped) by one 
reaching Brahma anti he does so from that fact; 
so it is stated. 

The statement is thus made : 

This jiva rises from this body, reaches the highest 
Light and appears in his natural form. He (who is reached) 
is the best of all persons. The jiva (on going thither) 
enjoys Him all round ; he eats, enjoys (as he pleases); he 
amuses himself with women, carriages or cousins ; he does 
not think of this body lying by the side of (weeping) 
relations ( chando ., VTII-12-2 and 3). He becomes his own 
master; and he can wander at pleasure in all the worlds 
{Ibid., VII-25-2). 

This point will be fully dealt with in the next 
chapter. Hence the conclusion reached in the first siitra 
remains unshaken. 


Sub-section 17 

This text occurs in the chandogya : 

Meditate on this syllable (known as prarmva), which 
is part of udgitha (1-1-1). 
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The singing of the udgltha (See Vedic Texts) is a 
part ( anga ) of a soma yaga. The question for consider¬ 
ation is whether this and similar vidyas are essential 
parts of a soma ydga. 

First view. They are. For the vidya , though not 
enjoined in the earlier portion of the veda, in which 
soma yaga is prescribed, is connected with the singing 
of the udgltha, which is enjoined as an essential part of 
the yaga. In this manner the vidya also becomes an 
essential part of the yaga. There is a precedent for this 
conclusion. The text ‘ with juhu make homas ’ is found 
where soma yaga is prescribed ; and juhu is thus con¬ 
nected with the yaga as an instrument. Another text 
states that the juhu should be made of parna wood ; 
and this is not connected with any karma ; yet this 
feature of the juhu is connected through it with the 
yaga. Similarly here. The udgltha vidya should be 
done as a part of the ytlga ; and no separate fruit is 
needed as a motive for its being done. 

2. Objection. A fruit is mentioned in the last 
verse of the same section of the upanishad ; The udgltha- 
vidya is not therefore an essential part of the yclga : 
Reply. It is mere praise ( arthavada). For an essential 
part of a karma cannot be connected with a separate 
fruit (1). Here the fruit is stated in the last verse, 

(1) This follows the rule laid down in the pUrva 
inlmamsU. Juhu is an instrument with which offerings are 
made ; and a text states that it should be made of parna 
wood. The text adds the following as a fruit to come from 
this “ He, whose juhu is made of parna. wood, does not 
96 
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while the vidyQ, is enjoined in the first verse. And 
there is no connection with the injunction text, as in the 
following text—“For one that desires cows, in the vessel 
in which cows are milked ” (1). Further, there is a mere 
statement of what will happen ; but there is no in¬ 
junction. Hence, the vidya should invariably be done 
in every .soma yaga. 

Final decision. This is stated in the siitra : 

41 . Tm, | 

The meditation (on udgltha) is not compulsory ; so 
does it appear from vedic text. Fruit separate — 
viz., non-obstruction. 

The vedic text in support of the option to meditate 
or not to meditate is as follows: 

With the help of this (the syllable) both do their 
work—one that thus meditates on that, and one that does 
not meditate (1-1-10). 

This recognises the singing of the udgltha without 
meditating on it. If the meditation were an essential 
part of the yaga , its non-performance would be in¬ 
appropriate. 


hear unpleasant statements”. This is mere praise. For, 
it is not stated that the fruit should be brought about; 
there is the mere statement that he does not hear. The 
injunction is therefore for the benefit of the yaga. In 
regard to what exists for the benefit of a yaga , there is no 
question what is its fruit ? It is concerned only with the 
helping of the yaga. The mention of the fruit is therefore 
arthavdda (IV-3-1). 

(1) See Introduction, para 25. 
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Question. Why is it then enjoined ? The injunc¬ 
tion should point to a fruit. Reply. When the udgitha 
is sung with the meditation, the ydga becomes more 
efficacious ; and this is a fruit different from the fruit 
of the ydga. This is stated: 

Whatever is done with meditation, with eagerness, 
and with knowledge of everything being ruled from within 
by the highest Atma , that alone becomes most efficacious 
( 1 - 1 - 10 ). 

What is becoming most efficacious ? Reply. The fruit 
of the ydga —going to the heaven-world—is not ob¬ 
structed and delayed, as it is often obstructed, by the 
need of a more powerful karma to yield its own fruit. 
The meditation on udgitha removes the obstruction ; and 
this fruit is different from that of the ydga itself. And 
this is stated in the sutra. Though the fruit is stated in 
an arthavdda, it may be connected with the in¬ 
junction (1). The conclusion is that the vidya is not an 
essential part of the soma ydga, as filling the milking 
vessel is not an essential part of the darsa and purna- 
masa ishtis (Introduction, para 25). 


SUB-SECTiON 18 

In the dahara vidya meditation should be on the 
highest Atm,a (referred to as the small ether (ilkdsa)] in 
the heart of man, and on His eight qualities as stated in 

(1) See the footnote on page 92, the portion dealing 
with the second text. 
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the text “ Those that meditate here on the Atma and on 
these unchanging divine qualities and depart, etc.” 
(chando ., VIII-1-6). See Vedic Texts. Here meditation 
on the Atma is first prescribed, and then a separate 
meditation on the qualities. The question for consider¬ 
ation is whether in the meditation on each quality 
meditation on the Atma also should be repeated as 
possessing it or not. 

First view. Repetition is not necessary ; for the 
qualities pertain to the same Atma ; and He can be 
meditated on but once. 

Final decision. This is stated in the sutra : 

42. tRRq'Tq I 

Only as in making offerings ; this is stated. 

Meditation should be repeated. Though the small 
other is the seat of all the qualities, and meditation on 
Him has been done already, yet His aspect in His nature 
merely is one thing, and the aspect as invested with 
each quality is another; and the injunction as to the 
second meditation refers to Him in these words “ He 
is free from karma, free from old age, etc.” {chando., 
VIII-1-5). Hence the meditation on each quality 
should be on the small ether as possessing the 
quality ; and meditation on the Atma is therefore 
repeated. The sutra gives an analogy. Offerings are 
made “ to Indra the king,” “ to Indra the supreme 
ruler”; and “to Indra, master of himself ”. Though 
the devata is the same, the aspects in which offerings 
are made to him differ ; and the offerings are repeated. 



SUB-SEC. iyJ 


FINAL DECISION 


757 


This is stated in the piirva nmnamsa. “ The devatas are 
different; because the aspects differ.” 


Sub-section 19 

In the tnittirlya-narayana the dahara vidya is 
stated in verse 23 of section 10, and then follows the 
eleventh section—See Vedic Texts. The question for 
consideration is whether this latter section is connected 
with that verse, and determines who the particular 
Being is, that is meditated on in that vidya , or whether 
it is independent, and performs the same duty for all 
oidyas. 

First view. The former is the correct view; for 
the preceding section refers to dahara vidya , and this 
section mentions the lotus-like heart, and thus connects 
the two sections as dealing with one subject only (1). 

Final decision : The latter section is independent. 
The reason is stated in the sutra : 

43. | 

Because the marks arc many; it is stronger; that 
also is stated. 


(1) The texts arc There is a small, pure lotus in 
the middle of the city (human body), which forms the palace 
of the highest At m3. ; and in it is a small ether igaganam) 
which is free from grief- What is within it should be 
meditated on (X-23); ” The heart like a lotus bud with its 
tip downwards ” (XI). 
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The section exhibits many marks—that is, there are 
many sentences, which take the terms used in many 
vidyas to denote the object of meditation, such as 
akshara, siva, sambhu, param brahma, param jyotis, 
paratatva, pararnatma, and the like, and state that they 
denote Ntirayana. This shows that the Being, who is 
meditated on in all vidyas , who is quite unlike the 
universe, and who is bliss, unchanging, shining and 
without limitations, is NarcLyana. The sentences, which 
state this, are numerous; and being the authority 
known as vakya, they possess greater force than mere 
context or prakarana (See Introduction, para 18 (iii) and 
(iv) and 19). When it is thus settled that this section 
is common to all vidyas, the dahara vidya being one of 
these, and Nartiyana being therefore the object of 
meditation in that vidya also, the reference to that 
vidya becomes intelligible. 

2. Objection. In the first verse of this section the 
words are in the accusative case, and must be connected 
with the injunction to meditate given in the preceding 
section. Reply. No. For, in the term upasitavyam 
(should be meditated on) used in the injunction, the 
termination indicates the object of meditation and words 
in the accusative case will not be appropriate. Also, an 
examination of the verses, that follow it, shows that 
the accusative case is used in the sense of the nominative 
case. The verses are 2, 4, 5 and 12. This will be 
clear when the original is examined. If the objection 
be accepted, it will be necessary to regard the 
nominative case in all these verses as used to mean the 
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accusative case, and to supply the term upclslta 
(meditate) to govern the words in the accusative case. 
Hence the objection should he over-ruled. 


Sub-section 20 

In the agnirnhasyo, which is learnt by those that 
learn the hrihad nranyaka, a kratu (1) is first described, 
in which the fire that receives the offerings is placed on 
an altar made of specially-made bricks piled one over 
another so as to represent the figure of a bird This 
will be referred to as brick-made fire. In this kratu , 
which occupies several days, the offerings of the .somu 
juice, which constitute the principal karma , take place 
on the last day; and they consist of several operations 
—the crushing of the soma creeper, taking its juice and 
placing the vessels in their places, the singing of vedic 
verses by one set of helpers, which are known as stotras, 
the recitation of verses by another set known as 
sastras and making the offerings. Then the agnirahasya 
goes on to prescribe certain meditations in imitation of 
the kratu. In these there is no action whatever ; but 
every article, every instrument and every manual 
operation is mere thought. In this thought-made kratu 

(1) Yaga is one offering made to a devata ; kratu is a 
karma, in which many offerings are made to many devatas. 
Soma gaga is a kratu. The term is also used to denote 
meditation; hence a kratu proper is often described as 
yajna kratu. 
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the fires to receive the offerings are the mind, speech, 
prana , eye, ear, organs of action and the stomach ; and 
all the activities of each of these are to be regarded as 
the operations in the real kratu —the taking of the soma 
juice, singing stotras, reciting the sastras and making 
offerings. And this is to be done throughout one’s life. 
For convenience one fire may be taken—the mind-made 
fire. That this fire partakes of the nature of meditation 
is undoubted. The question for consideration is merely 
whether it is of the nature of action by entering into a 
real kratu consisting of actions, or whether it is of the 
nature of vidyU by entering into a kratu consisting of 
thoughts only. The first two sfitras put forward the 
former view ; and the next five sufras refute the same, 
and establish the latter view. 

44 . | 

An alternative to the previous one; from the context 
(prakarana) it is of the nature of action ; like the 
muLnnsn operations. 

The mind-made fire requires a kratu , into which it 
can enter ; but where it is described, there is no injunction 
to do a kratu. The preceding chapter refers to a brick- 
made fire, and this fire, being invariably connected with a 
kratu consisting of action, is brought up before the mind. 
It may therefore be concluded that option is given to per¬ 
form the kratu either with the brick-made fire or with 
the mind-made fire ; and that therefore the latter is of 
the nature of action. There is a precedent for regarding 
what is really of the nature of meditation, as partaking 
of the nature of action by entering into a real kratu. 
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In a kratu, known as dvadasaha, in which the offerings 
of the soma juice are repeated on twelve days, on the 
eleventh (1) day known as avivakya all the operations 
are carried on mentally, including the taking of the 
soma juice, the placing of the vessels in their places, the 
singing of the stotras, the reciting of the sastras, the 
making of the offerings, the hringing back of the vessels 
to the hot a, and the drinking of the remainder of the 
juice by the helpers concerned. They are thus of the 
nature of thought only, and yet as they form a part of 
a real kratu , they are held to he of the nature of action. 
Similarly here also. 

45. | 

And because the fruit of the brick-made fire is 
extended to the mind-made fire. 

This sutra gives an additional reason for the 
conclusion stated in the preceding sutra. The text is 
“ Of these each one by itself is as capable as the preced¬ 
ing one ”. This means that whatever capacity there is 
in the brick-made fire will be found in the mind-made 
fire. Hence, as the two fires do the same work, either 
may be resorted to. And as like the other it helps in 
the performance of the kratu, it is auxiliary to it, and is 
of the nature of action. 


(1) The day known as avivalcya is the tenth day of 
the dasaratra , whioh consists of all the days of the 
dvadasaha except the first and the last. The avivakya day 
is therefore the eleventh day of dvadasaha . 
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The final decision is stated in the next sutra : 

46. fatfag faHfruTTi^Rig | 

But it is of the nature of meditation only ; because 
it is so affirmed, and because it is seen. 

The view put forward is rejected ; for the mind- 
made fire is connected with a kratu, which is itself of 
the nature of meditation. It is so affirmed in the 
following text: 

They are made with vidyu alone; for with vidyCi 
alone of one that thus meditates these are made. 

As the activities of the mind cannot be built up like 
bricks, it is evident that the fire is made of thought 
only, and that it is of the nature of meditation ; yet the 
affirmation here by the particle ern (only) of the very 
same fact is intended to show that it has this character 
from its connection with a vidya- made kratu. A kratu 
of this kind, which the mind-made fire serves, is stated 
in the very same place. 

They (the fires) were established by mind only •, by 
mind alone the altar was made •, by mind the soma juice 
was taken in them (mind-made vessels); by mind stotras 
were sung; by mind sastras were recited. Whatever karma 
is done in a real kratu, whether the principal offering or 
anything auxiliary to it, all this was done by mind alone 
mentally in those mind-made fires. 

This shows that the kratu also is of the nature 
of thought. 


The opponent disputes the correctness of the reply ; 
on the plea that there is no injunction to do the kratu. 
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that no reference is made to fruits, and that the context 
relates to a kratu consisting of operations in a brick- 
made fire. The next sutra replies : 

47. b *re: I 

And the conclusion is not affected; because srati 
and the other authorities are of greater force. 

The conclusion—that there is a vidya-mu&e kratu , 
and that the mind-made fire is connected with it—is 
not affected ; for the context cannot prevail over sruti, 
linga and vakya. See Introduction, para 19. Sruti has 
been already quoted under the preceding sutra. Linga 
is as follows: 

In regard to one that thus meditates all persons at 
all times make them, even when he sleeps. 

This making of the fires by all beings takes place at 
all times and is done by the mind ; while the brick-made 
fire is made by a limited number of persons working for 
a limited time only. The mind-made fire cannot there¬ 
fore enter through its work into a kratu consisting of 
actions. This indicates that it must enter into a vidya- 
rmde kratu. The same text is also a vakya, which means 
two words connected together. 


The other two arguments are next met: 

48. agfRu I 

Because of the adjuncts ; like the difference of other 
vidyas. And it is seen ; it has been stated. 
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The conclusion is supported by the adjuncts of the 
krcttu ; and they are the taking of the soma juice in 
vessels, the singing of the stotras, and reciting of the 
sastras. 

By mind the soma juice was taken in them (mind- 
made vessels) ; by mind stotras were sung ; by mind sastras 
were recited. 

This vidya-made kratu differs from a real kratu, as 
other vidycts like the dahara vidya differ from it. The 
existence of a vidya -made kratu being established, the 
injunction to perform it may be assumed ; and it is seen 
in other places that an injunction is assumed from a text 
which has the appearance of a repetition. This is stated 
in the piirva mlmamsd (1). The fruit is stated in the 
text “ Of these each one by itself is as capable as that 
preceding one ”. This means that whatever fruit is 
yielded by the brick-made fire through its own kratu , 
that is yielded by the mind-made fire through its own 
kratu. 


The argument in the second sutra of the first view 
is next refuted : 


(l) In connection with an offering in the case of a 
dead person, the following text, occurs—“ Holding the sum,id 
(twig) below, he should follow ; for he holds it over it in 
connection with offerings to the dev as.” The particle hi 
occurs (in the original) in the second clause, which shows 
that it is a repetition. Nevertheless, as the holding of the 
twig over the juhu has not been enjoined elsewhere, an in- 
juction is assumed; and the particle hi is ignored 
(III-4-5). 
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49. q I 

No; because extension of incidents may relate to 
likeness in any respect whatever; because it is 
known as in the statement that one is like Death ; 
no need to go to his world. 

When certain incidents of one thing are extended 
to another thing, it is not necessary that there should 
be likeness in other incidents also. The two things may 
be alike in one respect only, i.e., the one to which 
reference is made. Here is an analogous case “ That 
purusha , that appears in that orb, is Death indeed 
The incident of destruction alone is extended, as there is 
similarity in that respect. It does not follow that He 
should go to the world of Death. 

50. q>oT q mftsq i 

And by the section that follows, the terms denoting 
the mind-made and other tires should be under¬ 
stood as stated. The addition in the aijnirahasya 
is on account of plurality. 

The second section of the dgnirahasya prescribes a 
vidua with a separate fruit; and this is followed by the 
vaisvanara vidya. Hence it is not correct to say that 
this portion of the veda deals only with karma. 
Question. If this be so, why was the vidya under 
consideration not added in the hrihad aranyaku. Reply. 
Many are the adjuncts of the fire to be imagined in this 
vidya ; the vidya has therefore been added where the 
fire is described. 
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Sub-section 21 

51. ^ ! 

Some (think that only the qualities of the atma —that 
he knows, acts and enjoys—should be meditated 
on in all vidyus ); because he is in a body. 

In sutra 1-4-6 it was stated that in all vidyas on 
the highest Atmd one should meditate on himself also, 
and in (IY-1-3) it will be explained that the meditation 
should be as being ruled by the highest Atma from 
within. The question for consideration is whether the 
meditator should think of himself only as a knower, 
doer and enjoyer, and as being capable of going to the 
heaven-world and returning here, or as possessing the 
qualities enumerated in the teaching of Prajdpati 
(chando., VIII-7-1) ? The sutra states the first view. In 
the opinion of some the former alternative is the correct 
one ; for the meditating jiva dwells in a body ; and 
while he does so, what has been stated is his form ; and 
this is near at hand. By meditating on this form alone 
it is possible for him to reap the fruit of meditation. It 
is not necessary for one, that desires the heaven-world, 
and performs the necessary karma , to meditate, while 
he does the kartna, on the aspect that he will attain 
while he reaps the fruit. By meditating only on the 
qualities of knowing, acting, etc., he may do the means 
and reap the fruit; and there is nothing to be gained by 
meditating on a further set of qualities. That case 
does not differ from the case under consideration ; and 
it is sufficient to meditate only on the first set of 
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qualities. Objection. The meditation should be on the 
form to be reached ; for it is specially stated : 

What one meditates on in this world, that he 
becomes, when he departs from here (chQndo., III-14-1). 

Reply. It is not so; the text quoted refers to 
meditation on the highest Atma as stated in the text 
“ How he meditates on Him”. 

The final decision is stated in the next sutra. 

52. 1 

But no. The reverse (of the present aspect); because 
from meditation on it comes its attainment ; like 
the attainment of the highest Atma. 

The aspect of the meditator, while he remains 
bound, should not be meditated on ; on the other hand, 
the aspect to be attained, when he will become free, 
should be thought on, while he does the meditation. 
Because as the text quoted states it is only by meditating 
on that aspect that it will be attained. It is not correct 
to say that the text refers only to the nature of the 
highest Atma. As the ji/va is His body, he also enters 
into the meditation. In other words, the meditation 
should be on the highest Atma with the jiva as his body, 
the jiva being clothed in freedom from karma and in the 
other seven qualities stated in the teaching of Prajdpati ; 
and the highest Atma in this very form is to be attained. 
Hence it is stated “ By meditating in this manner I 
will, on going from here, attain that world ”. Hence 
the jiva should be meditated on in the aspect that is to 
be attained, 
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2. The last term in the siitra gives an illustration. 
The attainment of the highest Atma taught is in the 
aspect that pertains to Him by nature. Similarly, the 
attainment of the jiva too is in the aspect that pertains 
to Him by nature. 

3. This case should be distinguished from the case 
of one striving for the heaven-world. The latter should 
meditate only on his present aspect as knower, doer and 
enjoyer. This is an anga of the karma ; and karma alone 
is enjoined as the means to the fruit desired, by the text 
“ one that desires svarga should do yaga ”. To know 
that he is different from his body, that he will live after 
death, that he can go to the other world, and that being 
a knower, he can experience the happiness that he will 
find therein—only so much is necessary to give him a 
qualification for performing the karma leading to the 
future fruit. Here it is different. 


Sub-section 22 

53. p ft qf^qj 

Meditations connected with subsidiary parts of 
kratuH are not limited to the sakhas, in which they 
are taught. They extend to every ,s akha {veda ). 

Meditations are taught in various places as connect¬ 
ed with certain subsidiary parts of kratus, like the 
udgltha vidya (see chapter III-3-17). The question for 
consideration is whether a meditation enjoined on the 
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udgltha in one sdkhd (1) is limited to that sdkhd, or 
whether it extends to all sdkhds in connection with the 
udgltha in those sdkhds. This is taken as a typical 
case. This was settled at the outset by sub-section 1 ; 
but a doubt arises on the ground that the svaras (2) 
differ in different sdkhds, and that the udglthas therefore 
differ. The first view is that the meditation is limited 
to the sdkha. The injunction ‘ meditate on the udgltha ’ 
is in general terms. In the same sdkha an udgltha with 
svaras peculiar to itself being found near it, the in¬ 
junction should be taken as referring to that particular 
udgltha (3). Hence the meditation should be confined to 
the sdkha, in which it is taught. 

This doubt is removed by the sutra : The medita¬ 
tion is attached merely to the udglthas ; and this is done 
by the authority known as sruti. Hence, wherever the 
udgltha is found, there meditation is attached to it. The 
udglthas in the different sdkhds do differ by the way in 
which they are recited; but as reference is made to 


(1) Sakha, is a branch of the veda, like the leanva and 
rniidhyandina sdkhas referred to in the discussions in chapter 
I, section 4, sub-section 3. The text of the veda is the same 
in both, though there are minor variations. 

(2) Svara is the variation in tone in the recitation 
of vedic texts. For certain syllables the voice is raised ; 
for some it is lowered. In singing sum a mantras there are 
seven svaras corresponding to the seven notes in the 
musical scale. 

(3) In the world, the order in general terms ‘ Bring 
the cow' is carried out by taking a particular cow near at 
hand. See note (l) on page 5], 

97 
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them in general terms, all of them come up before the 
mind ; and there is no authority for confining the medi¬ 
tation to a particular udgltha (1^. In cases in which 
karmas prescribed in different places are held to be one 
karma on the principle stated in Introduction, para 16, 
the karma in all the places is brought up before the 
mind at the same time ; and its subsidiary parts like the 
udgltha are also present before the mind ; and there is 
no difference among them in this matter. Hence there 
is no ground to justify a limitation to one (2) place only. 

54. qJwfc^TSfaTta: I 

And like mantra and the rest. There is no difficulty. 

The kratu referred to in various sakhas being one, 
the mantras relating to it mentioned in particular sakhds 
are applied in all sakhfls by sruti and other authorities. 
Similarly, the meditations, 1 hough mentioned in one, 
are common to all stlkhas. By the term “ The rest ” 


(1) In the order ‘ Bring the cow’ as all cows, where- 
ever they may be, cannot be brought, the term ‘ cow' is 
limited to a particular animal. This is not done by the 
presence of an animal near at hand. Here, there is no 
similar difficulty ; and the term udgltha brings up all the 
udgltha8 as a matter of course. 

(2) In the injunction ‘ Do yaga with a pasu ’ the term 
pasu is restricted to a goat, as this animal is mentioned in 
the mantra , with which the hotu is addressed ; but here 
there is nothing to limit the application to a particular 
udgltha . The case is analogous to the injunction “ Do yaga 
with vrlhi (paddy) ”. The term vrlhi refers to the class, 
and not to a particular variety ( adhi ), 
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reference is made to jati (class characteristic), qualities, 
number, likeness, order, material and karma. 


Bub-section 23 


In the vaisvanara vidua dealt with in sub-section 6 
of section 2 of chapter I (see Vedic Texts) the highest 
Atma is to be meditated on as possessing a body of 
which the heaven-world, the sun, air, ether, water and 
earth are parts, corresponding to the head, eye, prana, 
waist, bladder, and feet of a human body. The question 
for consideration is whether the meditation should be on 
the parts of the body separately, or upon the whole 
body, or whether it should be in both the ways. 

First view. The meditation should be on the parts 
of the body separately ; for at the outset the teacher 
referred to the parts and to the fruit of meditation on 
each part thus: 

The atma, on whom you meditate, is Atma Vaisva- 
nara. . . . He, that thus meditates on Atma Vaisvanara, eats 
food and sees dear things ; and a son comes into his family 
with the brightness of meditation (chando., V-12-1 and 2). 

Similarly in regard to the other parts. Also in 
each of these meditations on the parts the object of 
meditation is stated to be Atma Vaisvanara. The medi¬ 
tation on the whole stated at the end is merely a sum¬ 
mary of the teaching previously imparted. 
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2. Another view is that meditation should be both 
on the parts and on the whole ; for a separate fruit is 
mentioned for the meditation on the whole thus: 

Though Vaisvanara surrounds everything, and is not 
therefore limited, yet he that meditates on Him as thus 
limited by heaven and earth, eats the food that is in all 
worlds, in all beings, in all atmus {Ibid., V-18-1). 

There is the analogy of the bhuma vidya, in which 
meditation on name and many other things is first 
described with a separate fruit for each, and then medi¬ 
tation on bhumcL is taught with its own fruit. There all 
the meditations, including the last, are admitted to be 
prescribed. Similarly here also. 

Final decision. This is stated in the sutra : 

55. mi % 1 

Appropriateness of the whole ; as in the kratu ; for so 
it is shown. 

What is intended is meditation on the whole only. 
For the upanishad forms a connected whole. See the 
narrative 1 in Vedic Texts under chapter 1-2-6. Six 
students wished to know Atma Vaisvanara, and going to 
Asvapati they requested him to teach them, saying 
“ You now meditate on this Atma Vaisvanara. Teach us 
about Him.” He complied with the request, concluding 
with the words quoted in para 2 of the first view. The 
upanishad therefore forms a whole, teaching but one 
meditation. This being so, the meditations on the parts 


1 Here the original states the narrative ; but as it is stated in 
the “ Vedic Texts,” it is omitted here. 
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must be presumed to be mere repetitions ( anuvada) of 
parts of the meditation on the whole. The fruit of 
meditation on the whole is the enjoyment of the highest 
Atrna ; and to show that in this fruit enjoyment of 
every kind to be found in all places and at all times is 
included, the fruits of meditation on the parts were 
stated. The intention is not that these part-meditations 
should be done. If this were intended, the unity of the 
context would be affected. The sutra mentions an 
analogy. The injunction is given that on the birth of a 
son the father should offer to Vaisvanara a cake of 
rice flour baked on twelve kapalas (flat, circular pieces 
made of earth and burnt). Parts of the same offering 
are referred to in these words “ What is baked on eight 
kapalas becomes gayatrl and purifies him, giving him 
the brightness of vedic learning,” and this is followed 
by similar statements regarding cakes baked on 
nine, ten, and eleven kapalas. It has been decided 
(piirva mltndmsd, 1-4-12) that the texts form a connected 
whole, that but one offering should be made, with a cake 
baked on twelve kapalas , and that the reference to 
other cakes is merely praise of the twelve-ftapufas-cake. 

The upanishad, goes on to state the evil con¬ 
sequences of meditations on parts thus: 

Your head would have fallen off, if you had not 
come to me; You would have become blind, if you had 
not come to me, etc. (cliuudo., V-12-2 and V-13-2). 

This shows that this case is not analogous to bhuma 
vidya ; for no evil consequences are to follow from medi¬ 
tations on name and the rest. The meditation on bhuma 
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is praised as yielding very superior fruit, and to justify 
this praise other meditations with inferior fruits are 
described. This does not affect the unity of the context, 
the principal being meditation on bhurna , and the other 
meditations serving to enhance its importance. 


Sub-section 24 

fn this sub-section the vidyas for consideration are 
(i) all brahma vidyas (1), the fruit of which is the reach¬ 
ing of the highest Atm,a, and (ii) vidyas like prana 
vidyas, that deal with one matter and yield one fruit. 
The question for consideration is whether they are one 
or whether they are different. The conclusion to be 
reached here was accepted tentatively in the previous 
sub-sections ; and the discussions proceeded, whether a 
particular vidya came under the rule laid down in the 
first sub-section. 

First view. The vidyas are one ; for the object of 
meditation is one ; and as this constitutes the form of 
the vidya, the form is the same, as also the fruit. 

Final decision. This is stated in the sutra : 

56. 

(They are) different; for the words and the rest 
differ. 

(1) Like sad vidya, bhuma vidya, dahara vidya, upa- 
kosala vidya, silndilya vidya, vaisvdnara vidya, Unandamaya 
vidya, and (iksheira vidya. They may be taught in one 
sakha or in many sukhas \ all of them are considered here. 
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The words ‘ the rest ’ refer to repetition, number, 
subsidiary part, context and name (See Introduction, 
para 15). Here these reasons exist for holding one 
vidya as differing from another. The terms veda and 
updsita, enjoining meditation, do denote continuity of 
thought, and this thought is of the highest Atma ; yet 
the mind has to dwell on Him as possessing this or that 
attribute stated in the context. In one case it is being 
the sole cause of the evolution of the world ; in another 
it is possessing freedom from karma and the other seven 
qualities ; and so on. Hence, the vidyas differ. Also, 
the fruit in the form of reaching the highest Atma 
being stated in a particular context, the need of the 
injunction is satisfied, and the vidySt becomes complete. 
Hence the vidyas are different (1). This subject is dealt 


(1) In the text the difference among brahma vidyas 
was based on difference of form and difference in the fruit. 
It may also be caused by difference in other respects. The 
nyasa oidya is taught in taitliriyu-riaruyana thus : “ Unite 
yourself, pronouncing the syllable (known as pranava)." 
The term used here is ynnjlta, while the terms used in 
regard to other vidytis are veda, upaslta, etc. Thus the 
terms differ. The names are different ; it is nyasa vidya 
here, and others have their own names. The form of this 
vidya is the highest Atma standing in the place of other 
vidyas and giving the person, that throws himself at His 
feet, the fruit of those vidyHs without any further effort on 
his part. This is not the form of the other vidyas ; for the 
meditator has to think of Him as possessing this or that 
attribute prescribed for them. In regard to the fruit also 
there is difference in that one, that does the nyasa vidya , 
may reach the highest Atma whenever he wishes it, while 
the other has to wait till the prUrahdha karma, has been 
expended, f.e., karma that has begun to yield fruit. Lastly, 
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with in the puma mlmclmsa ; and a separate sub¬ 
section here is unnecessary; but the author of the 
sutras wishes to refute the view that upanishad texts 
do not deal, as the means to release, with mere know¬ 
ledge to be imparted by vedic texts. If this were 
correct, all the labour spent on this section of the sutras 
would be thrown away. 


SUB-SECTION 25 

In the preceding sub-section it was settled that 
vidyas, the fruit of which is to reach the highest Atma, 
are different. It will now be considered whether a per¬ 
son may combine two or more of them, and whether there 
is any use in doing so, or whether it will suffice to do 
any one of them. 

First view. The combination also has its use. It 
is seen that different injunctions are carried out by one, 
though they contemplate but one fruit. Agnihotra and 
darsa-purnamasa yield each the same fruit, viz., svarga 
(heaven-world) ; and yet they are combined, so that 
more of it may be enjoyed. Similarly two or more 
vidyas may be combined, so that one may be with the 
highest Atma for a longer time and enjoy Him to a 
larger extent. 


the qualification also differs ; for the nyasa vitlyil is for one 
that has not the requisite knowledge, or capacity, or 
cannot brook delay in the attainment of the fruit. Hence 
pyasa vidua differs from all others. 
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Final decision. This is stated in the sutra : 

57. ftq^qisfrfeTS'T^Td; I 

Any one of them at one’s option ; as the fruit does 
not differ. 

By all vidyas the same fruit is reaped— viz ., 
enjoyment of the highest Atma , who is bliss without 
limit to its excellence. This is stated in the following 
texts—“ One that meditates on Brahma attains the 
highest ” (ana., 1-1) ; That is one unit of the bliss of 
Brahma ; and this is shared by one that knew the 
veda and was not distracted by desires, i.e., by one 
that has become free (Ibid., VIII); and when the 
meditator sees the Purusha, shining like gold, the 
material and operative causes of the world, and 
its ruler, then he shakes off good and bad deeds, 
and free from all touch of matter, attains ttie highest 
likeness to Him (munda., III-1-3). Thus the highest 
Atma. is in the enjoyment of bliss without limit to 
Himself and to others. If this fruit can bo attained 
by one vidyd only, what is the need for another ? 
Hence no combination is required. In the case of other 
fruits, like soarya (heaven-world), there is limitation 
in place, in time and in their nature. It is possible 
to increase the quantum of enjoyment in place or time ; 
and one that desires this increase may combine many 
karmas. Here there is no such need. All vidyas on 
Brahma lead to enjoyment by removing the obstacles 
to enjoyment in the form of avidya and beginning¬ 
less karma. 
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58. sjiiFqrcg *rorcn*i i 

But meditations aiming at worldly objects of desire 
may be cumulated or not at pleasure ; because the 
former reason does not hold. 


Sub-section 26 

It was decided in sub-section 17 that meditation 
on the udgltha is not compulsory. The opponent 
disputes the correctness of this decision and urges 
certain further arguments, which are examined here. 
The decision depends on the question whether meditation 
on the udgltha is for the purpose of the yaga or whether 
it benefits the yajam&na (one that does a yaga). In the 
former case the meditation would be a part of the ytlga 
through the udgltha, and would be compulsory ; in the 
latter case it may be done or not at the option of the 
yajamana. The opponent’s view is stated in the first 
four sutras and supported by arguments: 

59. B'-qpdqqiq: | 

Meditations on the adjuncts of Icratus are parts of 
them, as are the adjuncts on which they depend. 

First, the sentence containing the injunction does 
not state the fruit of the meditation ; and it has to be 
gathered from another sentence at the end of the 
section of the upanishad. This case is therefore not 
analogous to the case of the milking vessel: 

In a chamasa carry the water (for pranlta) (to the 
north of the ahavanlya fire) ; for one that desires cows in 
the vessel in which cows are milked. 
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Here the fruit in using the milking vessel is stated 
in the injunction text itself; but in the case under 
consideration it is merely “ meditate on the udgltha ”. 
As the yclga (darsa or purnamasa) may be done without 
the milking vessel, its use is not for the performance of 
the karma ; but it only benefits the yajamana. Hence 
it is not a part of the karma. The right analogy is 
furnished by the jahu referred to in the text— 

He, whose juliU is made of parna wood, does not hear 
unpleasant statements. 

(Juhu is an instrument used in making offerings). 
Here not hearing unpleasant statements does not at first 
sight appear as the fruit; and it is not stated in the 
first clause, which contains the injunction. It is there¬ 
fore regarded as helping the performance of the yaga, 
and the second clause is held to be arthavada. In the 
case under consideration the fruit of the meditation to 
make the yaga most efficacious is stated in another 
sentence ; and the statement is not in the form of an 
injunction. Hence this statement is arthavada, as not 
hearing unpleasant statements is. Hence, as the 
udgltha is part of the kratu, and is invariably sung in it, 
so the meditation also, which depends on the udgltha, 
forms part of the kratu and should he invariably done. 

60. ftj&g 1 

And because of the injunction. 

Secondly, the injunction is merely ‘ meditate on the 
udgltha ’. There is no mention in it, as in the ease of 
the milking vessel, of a. special qualification on the part 



780 


SRI BHASHYAM 


[CHAP. Ill, SEC. 3 


of the yajamana, which would limit the meditation, and 
connect it with the qualification. The meditation is 
therefore a necessary part of the udgltha. 

61 . 

Because of rectification. 

Thirdly, the text “ From the place of the Iinta, 
udgltha without meditation is rectified ” (chartdo., 1-5-5) 

indicates that meditation on the udgltha by the udgata 
is always required. For the text states that when the 
udgata fails to meditate, the defect is rectified by the 
hotel, when he utters the syllable known as pranava. 

62. I 

And because the seat of the meditation, i.e., the 
syllable known as pratjava, is stated as going 
everywhere. 

This statement is thus made : 

With it the karma enjoined by the three-fold veda 
proceeds ; with pranava the adhvaryu says Usravaya .: 
with pranava the hota recites m^tra ; with pranava the udgatz 
sings stair a (chilndo., 1-1-9). 

Here the term ‘ tena' (with it) refers back to whal 
has been mentioned before, i.e., pranava : with the medi¬ 
tation. Hence, the meditation being ever found witl 
pranava , it is an adjunct of the kratu, as the udgltha is 


This view of the opponent is rejected in the nexl 
two sutras : 
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63. b si I 

Bat no; because their going together invariably is 
not declared. 

Here the second argument—that stated in sutra 
60—is met. It is true that in the injunction there is no 
mention of a special qualification ; but this is stated 
later on at the end of the section, by pointing out that 
the kratu becomes most efficacious, when meditation is 
done. If therefore the yajamana desires to reach the 
fruit of the kratu quickly,: he should arrange for the 
meditation being done. Meditation on what ? On the 
udgltha , which is found in the context. The conclusion 
therefore is that meditation on the udgltha yields a fruit 
different from the fruit of the kratu. It cannot there¬ 
fore be an adjunct of the kratu (1). 

(1) Whether a thing enjoined is connected with a 
fruit does not depend upon the mention of the fruit in the 
injunction text or not. It depends upon the quickness in 
perceiving the connection between the two. In the case of 
the juhu the connection between its being made of parna 
wood and the fruit mentioned in the same text is not 
quickly perceived ; for the condition that it should be so 
made is not expressly stated to be the cause, and ‘ not hear¬ 
ing unpleasant statements ’ to be its effect ; further, this 
fruit is stated not in the first clause that gives the injunc¬ 
tion, but in a clause that follows it. Hence owing to the 
delay arising from both these causes ‘ being made of parna 
wood ’ is connected with the juhu , and through it with the 
kratu ; and it is decided that it is for the performance of 
the kratu ; and the mention of the fruit is treated as 
artftavuda. 

In the case of the milking vessel (tjo-dohana) the 
fruit is mentioned in the injunction text itself; and the 
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2. The arguments stated in sutras 61 and 62 may 
be replied to as follows: If the yajamana makes up his 
mind at the outset that the fruit of the kratu should not 
be obstructed, and if the adgata fails, the hota rectifies it. 
If the yajamfina does not desire it, there will be no 
defect to be rectified. The text ‘ with pranava , the 
adhvaryu' etc., does not refer to pranava along with 
meditation. It refers to the syllable alone. On the 
other hand, there is a linga in support of the final 
decision. This is next stated : 

64. | 

And because the upanishad shows this. 


only defect is that it is not expressly stated to be produced 
by the use of the milking vessel. The connection between 
the milking vessel and the attainment of the fruit has to be 
inferred. But as there is only one cause of delay, the use 
of the milking vessel and the fruit are connected. The use 
of the vessel is not therefore for the kratu, but for the 
yajamana. In the case under consideration also there is 
only one cause of delay. The fruit is expressly stated to be 
produced by the meditation; and the only defect is that it 
is not stated in the injunction text. The case being there¬ 
fore analogous to the milking vessel, the meditation is con¬ 
nected with the fruit, but not with the udgltha. 

The case under consideration differs from the case of 
the juhu for another reason. In the case of the juhu there 
is a need —of what wood it should be made-, but the 
udgltha does not need meditation ; for it may be sung without 
it. ‘ Being made of parna wood,’ not being action, needs a 
kratu, into which it may enter ; but meditation being itself 
action does not need it; but may connect itself with a fruit 
directly. Hence the juhu and ‘ being made of parna wood ’ 
are connected with each other. In the case of the udgltha 
and meditation, neither needs the other. Therefore, the 
meditation is not its anga. 
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The text is “ The brahma that knows this, saves the 
kratu, the yajamana , and all the helpers” ( chando ., 
IV-17-10). There is room for this saving, only if the 
udgata is not bound to meditate on the udgltha. This 
mark is sufficient to show that the marks stated in sutras 
61 and 62 are generally, but not invariably, found. 

nucr} NTORjq TO 
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CHAPTER III 

SECTION 4 

Brahma Vidija has been considered. In this section 
the helps to it will be examined, including the karmas 
enjoined in the earlier part of the veda. 

Sub-section l 

This is preliminary. The question for consideration 
is whether man’s goal conies from meditation or from 
karma, of which meditation is an adjunct. The final 
decision is stated in the sfitra : 

1. arrerm: i 

From it (i.e., meditation) man’s goal comes ; because 
vedic texts state this. This is the view of Bada- 
raijatja. 

The texts are: 

One that meditates on Brahma reaches the highest 
(ana., 1-1). I know this, lab., meditating here on that great 
Purusha alone, who shines like the sun, and who is far 
removed from tamas, one becomes immortal; no other 
path lies to the goal (purusha sukta — 20) ; similarly, the 
meditator is released from name and form, and reaches the 
Purusha, who is greater than the great, and who abides in 
heaven (munda., III-2-8). 



SUB-SEC. 1] 


OBJECTIONS CONSIDERED 


785 


Jaimini disputes this conclusion ; and his arguments 
are stated in sutras 2 to 7 : 

2. II 

Because meditation serves karma ; the mention of 
fruit is arthavada, as in other cases. This is the 
view of Jaimini. 

In Jaimini's opinion these texts are intended to 
show what is the real nature of the jiva, who does 
karma . Meditation thus gives the doer of karma the 
necessary qualification for doing it; and through him it 
serves karma , and becomes a subordinate part thereof. 
As it cannot have a separate fruit of its own, the 
mention of the fruit in these texts is mere arthavada 
(praise). ‘ As in other cases ’—the cases referred to in 
the following sutra of purva mlmamsa —“ In the cases 
of substances, qualifications and actions, which serve 
something else, the mention of fruit is arthavada 
(praise).” 

2. The vedantin raises two objections: In the 
following sutras it was stated that a Being other than 
the doer of karma is to be reached by one desiring 
release, and that He is placed before him for meditation 
by vedic texts: 1-1-17; 1-1-18; 1-2-3; and 1-3-17. In 
sutra II-1-22 it was pointed that the same Being, that 
is referred to in the text “ That thou art,” is other than 
a jiva ; and it was explained in sutra 1-4-22 how words 
in apposition as in this text should be understood. How 
then can the view stated in paragraph 1 be maintained ? 
Reply. In the very texts, on which you rely, there 
are indications that karma is more important than 

99 
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meditation. By the light of these indications words in 
apposition are understood as affirming the identity of 
Brahma and the jiva. Hence the texts of the vedanta 
teach merely that the jiva in his nature is other than 
his body. 

3, Secondly, the statement that the texts give a 
qualification to a jiva is not sound ; for he does worldly 
acts as well as those enjoined by the veda ; and he is 
not connected only with the latter. Reply. The doing 
of worldly acts is possible by one that does not know 
that he is other than his body ; but in regard to karma 
enjoined by the veda the doer should know that he is 
other than the body, and that he is eternal; and this 
knowledge is needed for such karma. 

4. Hence meditation, entering into karma through 
the doer, is a part of karma. 


These indications are stated in the next five 
sutras : 

3. wmzfairt I 

Because it is seen in the practice (of those doing 
meditation). 

Asvapati, who was foremost among those that did 
brahma vidya, and who was approached by certain seers 
for instruction on Atma Vaisvanara, said “ Revered sirs, 
I am going to perform a kratu" (chtlndo., V-ll-5). The 
smfitis state that Janaka and other persons, w T ho were 
foremost among those that meditated on Brahma , were 
ever engaged in the performance of karma. “ Janaka and 
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others attained their goal with karma alone ” ( bhagavad - 
glta, III-20). Having knowledge of the atma, and 
doing brahma vidyii, he performed very many yajnas in 
order to remove mritya by avidyU (vishnu , VI-6-12). 

4. I 

-o 

Because it is declared by the veda. 

The text is: 

That which is done with meditation, with eager¬ 
ness, and with knowledge of everything being ruled from 
within by the highest Atma, that alone becomes most 
efficacious (chando., 1-1-10). 

It cannot be urged that this text is limited by the 
context to udgltha ; for sruti is of greater force than the 
context. The text therefore applies to all vidyEts. 

5. s^crpTWrici; 1 

Because of the statement that they contact (a 
departing jiva). 

The text is: 

Him meditation and karma contact and go with 
him ( bfihad ., VI-4-2). 

This co-existence should be explained by the sub¬ 
ordination of meditation to karma for the reason stated. 

6. dSfil fa'hHIcI. 1 

Because karma is enjoined to one that has it (medi¬ 
tation). 

The text is: 

After learning the veda in the house of the teacher 
in accordance with the rules, and when time could be 
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spared from his service, let the student perform the 
ceremony known as samavartana and live in a family, etc. 
(chando., VIII-15-1). 

Then he is required to do karma. This injunction 
is given to one that has learnt the veda, and the 
learning includes a knowledge of not merely the text, 
but of its meaning also. Hence brahma vidya is connect¬ 
ed with karma for its service, and cannot yield 
independent fruit. 

7. faqnirf | 

Because of the restriction imposed. 

The text is : 

Let one desire to live a hundred years only doing 
karma here (Isavasya —2). 

The meaning is that the whole life should be spent 
in doing karma alone. 


Jaimini's view is first refuted, and it is next shown 
m six sutras that the texts quoted do not support him : 

8. cSSSTPIcf I 

But a Being, other than the jiva, is mentioned in the 
texts; and this is Budarayaya's view. This 
appears from the ceda. 

The texts quoted under the first sutra refer not to the 
jiva, the doer of karma , but to Brahma , who is differen¬ 
tiated from him by being opposed to imperfections of 
every kind, and by being the seat of numberless noble 
qualities without limit to their excellence. The indi¬ 
cations stated will be replied to presently. The object 
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of meditation is a Being other than the jiva. This 
appears from the following texts : 

He is free from karma , free from old age, death, 
grief, hunger and thirst; He has unchanging objects of 
desire ; and His will is never frustrated ( chando., VIII-1-5) ; 
He willed— I will become many, and to that end I will 
evolve ; He created tire (Ibid., VI-2-3); who knows every¬ 
thing ( munda., 1-1-10) ; His capacity is heard to be superior, 
to be of many kinds ; and to pertain to His nature ; also 
His power to know, to support, and to create and destroy 
(sneta., VI-8); It is one unit of the bliss of Brahma (ana., 
VIII); One, that meditates on the bliss of Brahma, from 
which speech returns with the mind without reaching its 
higher limit, does not fear anything (Ibid- 9); He is the 
controller of all; He is the lord of beings ; He is the pro¬ 
tector of beings ; He is a protective bund ( brihad., 
VI-4-22) ; He, the world-cause, is the lord of the lords of 
the senses ( jivas ); no maker or lord of Him exists (sveta., 
VI-9) ; By the unobstructed command of that Akshara, 
Gilrrji, the sun and the moon stand supported ; by the un¬ 
obstructed command of that Akshara heaven and earth 
stand supported (brihad., V-8-8); From fear of Him the 
wind blows ; from fear the sun rises ; from fear of Him fire 
and Indra (go about their business); death, the fifth, runs 
about (ana., VIII-1). 

These texts, enjoining meditation, show that the high¬ 
est Atma is free from the slightest touch of any imper¬ 
fection ; that He is the seat of endless, noble qualities ; 
that He by mere will and for mere amusement evolves 
the universe, sustains it and dissolves it in the end ; 
that He is all-knowing, and omnipotent ; that the 
higher limit of His bliss cannot be thought of or des¬ 
cribed ; that He is the lord of the jiva ; and that He 
controls everything. These attributes can never be 
found in a jiva, whether he is bound or has become 
free. The texts do not therefore contain any reference 
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to the jiva, the doer of karma, who is like a glowworm, 
and who is fit to be affected with avidya and other 
imperfections. The vidyas cannot therefore be connect¬ 
ed through him with karma, as being made of parna 
wood is connected through the juhu with a ycLga. 
Hence, the fruit in the form of attaining the highest 
Atmd, stated in the description of vidyas flows from the 
vidyas themselves, and its statement is not arthavada as 
thougt by Jaimini. 

9. | 

Non-practice of karma is as much seen as its 
practice. 

This disposes of the text quoted in sutra 3. Here is 
a text “We are seers descended from Kavasha ; for 
what purpose should we learn the veda ; for what 
purpose should we do ydgas ” ? Seeing that karma is 
abandoned by some, that do meditation, it should be 
concluded that meditation is not an adjunct of karma. 
If it were, how could karma be given up ? Question. 
How are the doing of karma by some, and abstention 
from it by others to be reconciled ? Reply. Thus, when 
karma is done without an eye on its fruit, it serves 
meditation; and its performance is appropriate. This 
will be pointed out in sutra 26. But karma done for 
fruit obstructs meditation on Brahma, the only fruit of 
which is release from the bondage of karma, and its 
abandonment is equally appropriate 

10 . 


It does not apply to all vidyas. 
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The text referred to in sutra 4 applies only to 
meditation on udgltha. The term yad (that) must 
refer to something already mentioned; and that some¬ 
thing is udgltha, which is referred to at the outset in 
the injunction “ meditate on the udgltha What is done 
with meditation is referred to by the term yad (that), 
and it is said to be most efficacious. The text is not to 
be understood to mean ‘‘ That which is done is done 
with meditation (1) 

11. I 

Division as in hundreds. 

Meditation and karma produce different fruits, 
as explained under sutra 9. The former goes with the 
departing jiva to yield its own fruit, viz., to make him 
resume it in the next birth, and practise it, till it be¬ 
comes perfect; and karma does the same, viz., to remove 
any obstructions in such resumption. Though the two go 
together, they are divided in their action. There is the 
analogous statement “ one that wishes to sell land and 
precious stones is followed by two hundred rupees 
This means that one hundred is for the land and one 
hundred for the precious stones. 

12. | 

(The injunction to do karma is given) to one that has 
merely learnt the veda. 

(1) The opponent’s meaning is: the term vidyayU 
(with meditation) is sruti, and it has greater force than the 
context. Sruti is the capacity of a single word ; and here 
the term vidyayU has no capacity to connect vidya with 
karma as a subsidiary part, unless the sentence be as 
pointed out. 
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This deals with the text quoted in sutra 6. The 
term “ learning the veda " means only learning the text. 
The injunction to learn the veda is fully carried out, 
when the text has been learnt; it does not require him 
to know its meaning also. When the text has been 
learnt, as it teaches karmas as means to fruits, one of 
his own motion takes up an enquiry to determine what 
it exactly teaches. Then, if he desires worldly fruit, he 
seeks to know karma ; if he desires release, he essays to 
find out all about Brahma. This text does not therefore 
make meditation an adjunct of karma. 

Assume, however, that the injunction to learn the 
veda is not fully carried out, until the meaning also is 
known. Even then, meditation is not an adjunct of 
karma. A knowledge of the meaning of the veda is 
different from meditation. One learns how the karma 
known as jyotishtoma should be done; but this know¬ 
ledge is different from its actual performance, which 
alone leads to fruit. Similarly, one’s knowledge of the 
nature of the highest Atma and of the mode of medita¬ 
tion on Him is different from the meditation itself, 
which alone leads to the attainment of the goal. Hence, 
the injunction to do karma not being conveyed to one 
that does brahma vidya, this vidya is not connected with 
it as its anga. 

13. snfaftaKtl 

Because it is not particularised. 

Here the text quoted in sutra 7 is considered. 
There is nothing in it to show that the karma enjoined 
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is a means to fruit directly— i.e., independently of medi¬ 
tation ; and it may be understood to refer to such karma 
as will serve meditation. In the case of Janaka and 
others referred to in the verse of the bhagavad gltQ. 
under sfitra 3 meditation continued till they departed 
from this world, and karma served such meditation. The 
opponent therefore draws no support from this text. 


Having thus answered the opponent, the next sutra 
explains the meaning of the last text: 

14. I 

Only to praise meditation is permission given. 

The text occurs in the TsdvUsya, which begins with 
the statement “ All this is pervaded by the all-Ruler ”, 
The context therefore relates to meditation ; and in 
order to praise it merely the statement is made that one 
may do karma throughout life. By the peculiar merit 
of the meditation, even though one should ever do 
karma , yet he will not be polluted by it. The remainder 
of the text shows this “ If you live thus, and not other¬ 
wise, you, who find no pleasure in worldly matters, will 
not be stained by karma " (verse 2). 


Having thus demolished the opponent, the next 
three sutras support Badara yarn’s view : 

15. I 

And some (state abandonment) at pleasure (of the 
householder’s stage by one doing brahma-vidyU). 


100 
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That is, those, that follow certain s&khas , teach 
that one may at pleasure give up the life of a house¬ 
holder (and with it its karma), if he practises meditation 
on Brahma : “ What shall we do with children, who 
have this Atmfi in the place of this world” ( bfihad ., VI- 
4-22). This text, permitting one, that meditates on 
Brahma , and is disgusted with the world, to abandon 
the life of a house-holder, and with it its karma, proves 
that meditation on Brahma is not an adjunct of karma. 
If it were, one that meditates could not make this 
renunciation at his pleasure. 

16 . Hqn? I 

And the destruction (of karma by meditation is 
taught)- 

Taught in every upanishad. Karma is the root from 
which all the sufferings of the bound jiva come, and 
is in the form of good or evil deeds. Its destruction by 
brahma vidya is thus taught: “ His karmas are destroy¬ 
ed, when the Being is seen, compared with whom all 
superior beings appear as inferior ” ( murpda ., II-2-9). 
Such destruction would be inappropriate on the theory 
that meditation subserves karma ; for a subordinate 
part cannot destroy the principal karma. 

17. ^ ^ fit | 

And brahma vidya is found in those, that have taken 
the vow of celibacy ; for it is stated in the 
upanishad. 

Such persons, not leading a house-holder’s life, 
cannot do agnihotra, damn, purnamdsa and the rest, 
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This proves conclusively that meditation is not an 
adjunct of karma. 

This last sutra raises a controversy as to whether 
the cisrama (stage of life) of persons, that have taken 
the vow of celibacy, is recognised. The first view is: 
there are no such stages ; for the injunction is “ one 
should do the agnihotra homa as long as he lives ” ; 
Smritis, that teach differently, are no authority. To 
meet this objection the sutra adds the second sentence. 
In the veda itself the asramas are recognised. The 
texts are : 

There are three seats of dharma ( chando ., II-23-1); 
These that in a jungle meditate on Brahma (tapas) with 
eagerness (chando ., V-10-i); Desiring this same fruit they 
renounce the world (brihad., VI-4-22). 

The injunction to do agnihotra throughout life is direct¬ 
ed to those, that are not disgusted with life. 


This answer does not satisfy Jaimini, who tries to 
explain away the texts: 

18. ququ f| 1 

It is mere repetition of what is otherwise known. 
Jaimini thinks so ; because there is no injunction ; 
and the veda forbids it. 

In these texts there is a mere statement of the 
stages of life. For, there is no injunction. The context 
begins with the text “ There are three seats of dharma ” 
and praises meditation on Brahma , which is the subject 
under consideration. It closes with the words “ One 
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that meditates on Brahma attains immortality 
Hence, the stages are stated for that purpose, but not 
for directing one to go into them. In the second text 
also mention is made of them in order to teach the path 
known as devayana. There is no injunction either here. 
There is also prohibition of any stage other than that of 
the house-holder ; 

He, that gives up the sacrificial fire, is indeed one 
that destroys the virility of the devas. 


The next sutra refutes Jaimini's arguments: 

19. arggq 1 

The a nr am as should be held ; so BcLdaruyana thinks ; 
because similarity (to the house-holder’s stage) is 
stated in the upanishad. 

The opponent admits that the house-holder’s stage 
should be held. The other stages are exactly in the 
same position ; for reference is made to the three seats 
of dharmas, in order to praise one that meditates on 
Brahma ; and this reference applies to the other stages 
as well as to the house-holder’s. Opponent. The 
reference to the house-holder’s stage pre-supposes that 
that stage exists. Reply. This argument applies to the 
other stages also, if the thing be looked at without 
prejudice. See the duties enumerated in the context. 
Opponent. The duties mentioned relate only to the 
house-holder ; and tapas (diminution of sense enjoy¬ 
ment) and brahmacharya (leading a student’s life) are 
found only in him. Reply. This is not so ; for the 
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seats of dhartnas are stated to be three in number, and 
they are divided thus : 

Yajna.fi, recitation of the reda frequently and 
making gifts form the first ; tap as alone is the second ; the 
student, that lives in the house of his teacher, and uses 
up his body completely in his service, is the third. 

This mention of the number and division of the 
duties would be inappropriate, if only the house-holder’s 
stage existed. Hence the proper explanation is as fol¬ 
lows : The first three duties pertain to the house-holder 
(See Vedic Texts, and the notes thereunder). Tapas is 
the duty of vaighanasas and of those that have re¬ 
nounced the world ; for it is their prominent function. 
The term brahmacharya denotes the disciplined life of 
the student, that has taken the vow of life-long 
celibacy. The term brahma samstha, occurring further 
on, means from its etymology meditation on Brahma ; 
and this may be found in all the stages. Among those 
found in all the three stages those that meditate on 
Brahma attain immortality; but those that do not 
do so reach worlds, in which the fruit of good deeds is 
experienced. 

This is very clearly stated in the vishnu pur ana : 

The place to be reached by brahmanas, that perform 
the nitya and naimittika karmas, is the place of Bhrigu and 
other prajapatis ; that to be reached by kshattriyas, that do 
not run away from the battlefield, is the place of Indra ; 
that to be reached by vaisyas, whose mind finds pleasure in 
their own duties, is the place of the maruts ; that to be 
reached by persons of the sudra. caste, that perform the 
service of the other castes, is the place of gandharvas. . . 
Students that dwell in the houses of their teachers reach 
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the same places as those reached by men that renounce the 
world. Forest-dwellers go to the place of the seven rishis. 
House-holders go to the place of prajupatis ; those that 
renounce the world to satyaloka. Those, that meditate on 
certain things as Brahma, attain the imperishable place 
known as vishyu-pada (above the place of Dhruva). But 
those, that look to Brahma alone, and ever meditate on 
Him, go to that highest place, which the dwellers in the 
highest heaven (see 1-6-34 to 39). 

These verses state the fruits to be attained by those 
that are in the several varmiK (castes) and stages of life, 
without doing brahma vuiya. These fruits go up to the 
world of the four-faced one The last verse beginning 
with ‘ But those ’ refers to the attainment of Brahma 
Himself by those that do brahma vidyS.. 

The conclusion is that the other stages are on a 
par with the house-holder’s, and that one may hold 
them also. In the other text also “ Those that in the 
jungle meditate on Brahma with eagerness ” the exist¬ 
ence of the stage, in which tapas is the prominent duty, 
(and this is indicated by the term ‘ in the jungle ’), is 
presumed ; and it is only then that the devayana can be 
taught with regard to it. 


In the preceding mtra the opponent’s view that the 
texts under consideration merely state the existence of 
the stages was accepted, and a reply was given. The 
next siitra explains that the texts do enjoin the holding 
of them : 

20 . 

Injunction only ; as in the case of dharana. 
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The following text relates to offerings to be made 
when a sacrificer’s body is cremated : 

Let him follow, holding the samid (a twig of the 
palasa tree) below the juhu ; for he holds it above for the 
devas. 

In this text, though the second clause has the form 
of a repetition ( anuvada ), it is accepted by the mlmcim - 
saka as an injunction, on the ground that the holding of 
the samid above has not been taught elsewhere. 
Similarly, here also it should be assumed that an in¬ 
junction is given, for the reason that the stages have 
not been taught elsewhere. 

2. Hitherto the opponent’s statement was accept¬ 
ed ; and the question was discussed ; but there is express 
injunction in the upanishad of the Jahalas : 

Let one, completing the student’s life, become a 
house-holder •, from the house let him become a forest- 
dweller; and then renounce the world'; or also otherwise; 
he may renounce from the student’s stage, or from the house 
or from the forest. On the very day, on which he becomes 
disgusted with the world, let him renounce it. 

It being thus established that there are stages other 
than the house-holder’s, the texts describing one’s 
indebtedness, and his life-long performance of agnihotra, 
and the text prohibiting the abandonment of the fires 
should be understood as applying only to those that are 
not disgusted with the world. There are other texts that 
teach that those meditating on Brahma should perform 
karmas to the end of life. They pertain to the duties of 
their own dsramas. 
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Sub-sectior 2 

This sub-section and the next come in only incident¬ 
ally. The chandogija has this text: 

This udgltha, the eighth, is the best of essences ; it 
is the highest; it deserves the place of the highest Atma 
(1-1-3). 

Is this description intended merely to praise the 
udgltha , or is it to be meditated on as the best of essen¬ 
ces? (1) The latter view will be shown to be the correct 
one. Taking that view it was pointed out in sub¬ 
sections 17 and 26 of the preceding section that the 
meditation was for the benefit of the yajamana, and 
that its doing was therefore optional. 

First view. The description is mere praise. For, 
referring to the udgltha, which is an adjunct of a kratu, 
it is said to be the best of essences. In the text “ This 
(earth) is the juhii ; the heaven-world is the ahavanlya 
fire,” the earth is said to be the juhu, and the intention 
is merely to praise it. Similarly in this case also. This 
view is stated in the first part of the sutra, and then 
follows its refutation. 

21. I 

If it be said Mere praise ; because reference has 
been made to it,” the reply is—No •, because it is 
new. 


(1) Though the question is considered with reference 
to the udgltha, the decision applies to all texts, that are 
similar, and deal with adjuncts of Icratus. 
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Final decision. It is not mere praise. Praise is 
given in one of three ways: (i) by stating a quality 
known already from some authority ; (ii) by stating a 
quality not previously known ; (iii) or by adopting a 
secondary meaning, when the quality brought up by 
the primary meaning is unsuitable. Not one of 
these ways is applicable here. It is not known 
from any other authority that udgltha is the best of 
essences. If it were, reference might be made to the 
fact, and an idea of its importance created. The second 
way will not do either ; for udgltha is not really the 
best of essences; this quality is not suitable to the 
udgltha ; and it cannot therefore be stated in regard to 
it; and such statement will not constitute praise. Nor 
will the third way apply as in the text quoted in the 
first view. It occurs where karmas are prescribed, and 
it is possible to connect it with the juhu and say that it 
conveys praise. But here there is no injunction in the 
context in regard to the singing of udgltha , with which 
the text in question may be connected. It is not 
legitimate to take out this text, carry it to where the 
udgltha is prescribed, and connect it with the injunction. 
Without doing this it is possible to explain the text as 
prescribing a meditation on the udgltha as the best of 
essences. The fruit of such meditation will be that the 
karma will become most efficacious. 


In the preceding sutra it was stated that there was 
no injunction near at hand to sing the udgltha. In the 

next sutra it is shown that there is an injunction to 
101 
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meditate on it; and this is an argument in support of 
the final decision: 

22. I 

And because there is a term which denotes action. 

In the term upaslta (meditate) the termination 
giving the injunction is joined to the root, which denotes 
an action ; and an injunction to meditate is therefore 
given. 

SUB-SECTION 3 

Most vulyas are introduced by a narrative. The 
description of meditation on the highest Atma in the 
form of Indra begins with the words “ Pratardana, 
Daivoddsi went to the abode dear to Indra ” ; the sad 
vidyfl with the words ‘ There was one named svetaketu, 
the sun of Aruni '; and so on. The question for 
consideration is: What purpose do the narratives 
serve ? Are they to be recited by the hota, one of the 
helpers, just before a particular offering is made in a 
horse-sacrifice, or are they intended to help in the 
teaching of particular vidyas. 

First view. The former alternative is the correct 
one. The injunction to recite the narratives is thus 
given : 

Recite narratives in the pUriplava sastra (1). 

(1) PUriplava is the name of a particular sastra 
recited by the hota in the asvamedha. Sastra is the name 
given to verses of the rik ve-da recited by the hota or one of 
his assistants before certain offerings of the soma juice 
are made. 
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The time for recitation is next stated : 

When the king has been anointed, and when 
wearing clothing made of gold and silk, he has taken his 
seat to the south of the ahavanlya fire with his sons and 
ministers, the hota should recite puriplava. 

The term narrative (akhyana), being general, includes 
the narratives in the upanishads also. Objection : The 
second text is thus continued. 

On the first day recite the narrative beginning with 
Manu, the son of Vivasvuti, the king’ ; on the second day 
that beginning with yama, vaicasmta ; on the third 
day that with the words caruna, aditya. 

Hence the narratives should be those mentioned in 
the remainder of the text. Reply. No. A statement 
made at the beginning should not be restricted with 
reference to the remainder of a text. The narratives 
being thus connected with the horse-sacrifice, they 
cannot serve vidyas also ; for this would be opposed to the 
principle laid down in chapter III-3-10. 

This view is stated in the sutra and is then refuted : 

23. qTflgcfp.il |ftr %T SffccTTcI I 

If it be said " They are for pariplava the reply is 
No ; because they are particularised 

It is not possible to recite all the narratives ; and 
the Avord ‘ all ’ at the beginning has to be restricted (1). 

(1) At the close of a soma yaga the soma juice that 
remains is poured into the drona pot, and is offered into the 
ahavanlya fire. This is known as hariyojana graha. 
After the offering, what remains is drunk. Regarding this 
a text states ‘ Now ( atha) in regard to this hariyojana all 
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In determining how this should be done, help is obtained 
from the remainder of the sentence. The narrative to 
be recited will then be only those mentioned in it (1) ; 
and the narratives in the upanishads will be left alone. 

24. I 

And similarly because they are connected (with 
injunctions) so as to form a whole. 

This is an additional reason for the final decision. 
The narratives and the injunctions, which follow, are 
connected and form a whole. In the yajur veda (1-5-1) 
the story is stated that agni cried, and that his tears 
became silver. Being impure for this reason, the plac¬ 
ing of silver on the barhis and its being given as 
reward are prohibited. This story is connected with the 
prohibition, and explains why it is given. Similarly, 
the narratives in the upanishads are connected with 
injunctions to meditate. Hence, they are for the 
purpose of helping in the teaching of the vidyas 
concerned. 


( sarua) to be sure desire to get it. ” The term saroa means 
every one ; but as it is not possible for every one present at 
the place to drink the juice, the text will admit limitation 
of some kind ; and it is decided that all the helpers in the 
soma yaga, partake of the juice {purea mimarnsa, III-5-9 
and setstra dipika, page 288). 

(l) The need of the injunction is satisfied by the 
narratives mentioned in the remainder of the sentence; it 
is not legitimate to assume that the narratives stated in the 
upanishads are needed in addition for the injunction 
(adhi., 403). 
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Sub-section 4 

To return from this digression, which sub-sections 
2 and 3 are, to the subject of the stages of those, 
that have, taken the vow of life-long celibacy, and 
do brahmavidua. As they cannot maintain the sacri¬ 
ficial fires, do the daily agnihotra and make the bi¬ 
monthly offerings known as darsa and purnamasa, how 
is it possible for them to do meditation, of which these 
are necessary adjuncts? The sutra replies that they may. 

25. m <T£f ^rJRtreRigq^i | 

And for this very reason there is no need to do 
adhuna and the rest. 

The upanishads have stated (1) their connection 
with vidya. Therefore they need not do the agnihotra 
and the rest. The mere duties of their stage will 
suffice. 


SUB-SECTION 5 

In the preceding sub-section it was decided that 
meditation on Brahma may yield immortality without 


fl) The statements are thus made: ‘Those that 
meditate on Brahma attain immortality (chandu., II-23-1) ; 
And these that in the jungle meditate on Brahma with 
eagerness ( chando ., V-lQ-t) ; Desiring this same fruit they 
renounce the world ( brihad ., VI-4-22) ; Desiring which 
they observe brahmachan/a (kat.hu., 1-2-15). Brahma-charya 
means living in the house of the teacher, abstention from 
sexual intercourse, and the like. 
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the adjuncts of yajna and the rest. If so, why should it 
be needed in the case of the house-holder ? The vedic 
text on this subject does not make karmas a necessary 
adjunct of brahma vidya ; it should be construed merely 
as creating the desire to do the vidya. The sutra 
replies: 

26 . I 

And all are needed; because the text states yajna 
and the rest; as in the case of the horse. 

The house-holder being eminently a man of 
action, there is need for him to do agnihotra and all 
other karmas. This is stated : 

Him (the highest At mu described in the preceding 
part of the verse) brahmapas desire to meditate on by 
recitation of the veda, by yajnas , by giving, by tapas in the 
form of absence of desire ( bfihad ., VI-4-22). 

The karmas enumerated here are stated to be helps 
to meditation ; for the text means—they desire to attain 
meditation with yajna and the rest. It is only when 
yajna and the rest are helps to meditation, that the state¬ 
ment made will be appropriate. In the term vividishanti 
(they desire to meditate), which occurs in the original, 
the root vid means to meditate (a point, which will be ex¬ 
plained under sutra IV-1-1), and the termination denotes 
desire. The general rule is that of the two—the root and 
the termination—the latter is the more important; but 
where the termination expresses desire, the prominence 
is transferred to the root. In worldly discourse also the 
same rule is followed. In the statements “ He wishes 
to kill with a knife ” and “ with a horse he desires to 
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go the knife is a help to killing, and the horse is a help 
to going. Similarly, here they wish to meditate, the 
helps to meditation being yajna and the rest. They 
help in this manner. Meditation must become vivid 
like sense perception ; it must be marked with a high 
degree of love ; it must grow every day ; and it should be 
done throughout life. It is denoted by dhyuna, upasana 
and other terms ; and it is other than the mere know¬ 
ledge of texts. If the yajna and the rest are done every 
day as the worship of the highest Atmci, that Being is 
pleased, and helps meditation to grow, removing all 
obstacles. 

2. The sutra states an analogy. “ As in the case of 
the horse.” A horse, which is the means of locomotion 
for man, requires its own adjuncts—harness, etc. Simi¬ 
larly, meditation, which is the means of obtaining 
release, requires the help of the Jcarmas that are 
attached to the house-holder’s station. 

3. There are other texts on this point: 

Vidya (meditation) and avidyU (what is other than 
vidya) one, that knows both these, overcomes impediments 
(:mrityu ) by avidya, and reaches Brahma by vidya (Isa., 11). 

Here avidya refers to the karmas of the varna 
(caste) and asrama (stage of life) ; hence 1 by avidya ’ 
means ‘ by karma \ The term mrityu refers to existing 
karma, which impedes the springing up of vidya. The 
avidya stated to be the means to the removal of 
mrityu is what is other than vidya , i.e., karmas prescrib¬ 
ed. See the following text: “ Having knowledge of 
the atm,a, and doing hrahma-vidya, he performed very 
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many yajnas, in order to remove mrityu by avidya 
(vishnu., VI-6-12). 

4. The karma that impedes jnana (knowledge and 
meditation) is in the form of good and bad deeds. Both 
kinds are denoted by the word papa ; for they impede 
the springing up of jnana and lead to what is undesir¬ 
able. Karma impedes jnana by making the qualities 
rajas and tarnas grow ; and they will overcome the 
quality satva, which is the means to the springing of 
jncina. That evil deeds prevent jnana from springing 
up is thus stated : ‘ It is He alone that makes one do 
an evil deed, whom he wishes to lead downwards ’ 
(kaushitaki). That rajas and tamas prevent one’s 
knowing a thing as it is, and that satva enables him 
to see it as it is—is stated by Bhagavan Himself in the 
verses beginning with ‘From satva jnana comes’ 
(bhagavad glta, XIV-17). Hence, in order that jnana 
may spring up, evil deeds should be got rid of; and 
this will be by doing prescribed karmas without desiring 
their fruits. This is stated in a vedic text. ‘ By dharma 
one gets rid of papa’ (nurd., anu., 50). Hence, the jnana, 
that is the means to the reaching of Brahma, i.e., medita¬ 
tion, needs all the karmas prescribed for the stage of life. 

5. See also the following smriti texts: 

Yajna, making gifts, and tapas (diminution of sense 
enjoyment) and similar karmas should never be abandoned, 
but must indeed be done. Yajnas, making gifts and tapas 
purify meditators ( bhagavad glta., XVITI-5). He reaches the 
goal, worshipping with his own karma that Being, from 
whom all beings come forth, and by whom all this world is 
pervaded {Ibid., 46). 
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6. The author of the vQkya also states that medi¬ 
tation as described comes only from viveka and the 
other qualifications ; ‘ Its attainment is from viveka , 
vimoka, abhyasa , kriya , kalydna, anavasclda, and anud- 
dharsha ; it is appropriate that it should do so ; and it 
is so stated by vedic texts,’ He then explains what 
these are : (i) Viveka is discrimination in regard to one’s 
food. It denotes here bodily purity to be attained from 
the taking of food not rendered impure by its nature, 
by the person to whom it belongs and by contact with 
impure objects. Ganja and other intoxicating articles 
are examples of the first kind of impure food ; the food 
given by persons of evil deeds is an example of the 
second kind ; and food touched by hair and the like is 
an example of the third kind; (ii) Vimoka is the 
absence of desire and anger ; (iii) Abhyasa is the dwell¬ 
ing of the mind on the object of meditation, when one 
is disengaged ; (iv) Kriya is the performance of the five 
great yajnas and similar karmas prescribed for the varna 
(caste) and asrama (stage of life), so far as this may be 
possible ; (v) Kalyana is the following qualities: truth¬ 
speaking, rectitude, mercy, willingness to part with 
one’s possessions, abstention from injury of others and 
absence of undesirable thought. Of these, the first 
quality is not merely stating a thing as it took place ; 
but it must also be beneficial to others. By * rectitude ’ 
reference is made to perfect agreement of speech and 
action with one’s thought and feeling. ‘ Mercy ’ is 
inability to see another in trouble, and willingness 

to help him without regard to his own advantage. 

102 



810 


SRI BH AS FI YAM 


[CHAP. Ill, SEC. 4 


Abstention from injury of others should be in every way— 
by thought, speech and action. The undesirable thought, 
the absence of which constitutes the last quality, is 
regarding as one’s own what belongs to another; or 
thought that leads to no fruit; or thought of the injury 
done by others; (vi) Anavascida is the absence of 
avasada, which is depression of the mind caused by 
difficulty of place or time, or by thinking of past loss 
or of unwelcome something that is expected in the 
future; (vii) Anuddharsha, absence of undue elation. 
The conclusion is that if one observes these conditions, 
and performs the duties of his clsrama, meditation will 
succeed and only then. 

7. These qualifications are enjoined by the follow¬ 
ing texts: 

(i) If the food be pure, the mind will be pure ; if the 
mind be pure, continuous meditation will come ( chando ., 
VII-26-2); (ii) With a serene mind, i.e., not agitated by 
desire and anger, meditate (Ibid., III-14-1); (iii) One that 
ever meditates on an object, etc. ( bhagavad glta, VIII-6); 

(iv) Be doing karma without desiring its fruit; one that 
does this is the best of those that meditate on Brahma 
( munda .. III-j- 4); Him brahmanas desire to meditate on 
by recitation of the reda, by yajna, by giving, and by 
tapas in the form of absence of desire ( brihad ., VI-4-22) ; 

(v) He can be reached by satya {murida ., III-1-4) ; That 
Brahma, the fruit, is for those only in whom tapas, 
brahmacharya and truth-speaking are established (prasna., 
1-15) ; (vi) This Atm a cannot be reached by weak persons 
{munda., III-2-4); (vii) Controlling the mind, controlling 
the senses {brihad., VI-4-23). 1 


1 Paras 3, 4, 6 and 7 above reproduce the portion of the Sri 
B ha shy a in sub-section 1 of chapter I, section 1, which was omitted 
{vide note on page 81). 
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8. The opponent may thus reply : In the sentence 
“ with a horse he desires to go,” it is seen that the horse 
is a help to going, but not to the desire therefor. Hence 
there being no way of getting over this difficulty, it is 
accepted that the horse is a help to going. Here, how¬ 
ever, the statement, being made in a vedic text, must be 
accepted as it is made. Reply. The same difficulty is 
found here also. The desire to meditate springs from a 
knowledge of the Being to be meditated on ; and it 
cannot be originated by karma. Let the root (vid) in 
the term vividishanti be understood to mean merely 
to know, as you suggest. One that does karma must 
have an object. If it be to create the desire to know, 
then he has the desire already, and no karma is needed 
(i adhi ., 406) (1). 


(1) The opponont explains : The karmas enjoined in 
the text are for the continuance of the desire. At first 
there is knowledge in general; this leads to desire to know ; 
this is followed by karma ; and this creates a particular 
variety of knowledge. Reply • If karmas were needed for 
the continuance of the desire, they must be ever done ; and 
in order to know what they are, an enquiry into karma is 
needed •, but this is opposed to your view (see pages 77 to 
79). Assume that the text supports your view. There are 
many other texts that prescribe karmas as helps to medita¬ 
tion ; and it is not possible to deny their existence. These 
are : “ Be doing karma without desiring its fruit; one that 
does this is the best of those that meditate on Brahma imunda, 
III-1-4); When the agitation of the mind is removed by 
karmas, then jnana springs up ; Janaka and others reached 
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Sub-section 6 


27. 3 dfl&vRfdqT 

jjgqcdTciJ 

The house-holder should in spite of this practise 
control of the senses, control of the mind, and the 
rest; because they have been enjoined as its 
adjuncts, and because they also should be neces¬ 
sarily practised. 

The question for consideration here is whether a 
house-holder should practise these. The doing of karma 
means that the senses and the mind should be active ; 
and their control means that they should cease to work. 
Hence, the control cannot be practised. This first view 
is refuted in the siitra. The control of the mind, the 
control of the senses and the rest are necessary. Because 
they have been enjoined as helps to meditation in the 
following text: 

Hence, one, that knows this, controlling the mind 
controlling the senses, withdrawing from worldly pursuits, 
taking good and evil with serenity, and with the mind one- 
pointed, should see the AtinU in himself ( brihad VI-4-23). 

A serene mind being necessary for making a begin¬ 
ning, and also for perfecting meditation, the points 
mentioned should be practised. The conflict pointed 
out between the two sets of helps does not exist; for 


their goal by karma alone (bhagaoad glia, III-20) ; He per¬ 
formed very many yagas (vishnu, VI-6-12). 

Question. Why is the termination expressing desire 
added to the root ? Reply. The intention is to show that 
meditation on Brahma is itself a desirable object ( adhi 407). 



SUB-SEC. 7] SUBJECT 813 

they relate to separate matters. The senses and the 
mind should be engaged in actions that are enjoined ; 
and their control is in matters that are not enjoined, 
and that are not in any way useful (1). It may be 
doubted whether the activity even in actions enjoined 
will not produce tendencies, which will make the control 
very difficult. But this doubt is misplaced. As the 
karma enjoined is done as the worship of the highest 
Atmd, it will secure His grace, and through it it will 
destroy all those tendencies (2). 


SUB-SECTION 7 

In brihad aranijaka and chandogya the following 
texts occur: 

By him, that thus meditates on the food of prana, 
no impure food is eaten; no impure thing is accepted 
(briliad., VTII-1-14); and in one that thus meditates nothing 
becomes improper food (chando., V-2-1). 


(1) This question may be put to the opponent—Have 
not those in other stages to do the duties attached to them, 
and will not this interfere with the practice of control ? He 
replies: They abandon desire for fruit, and do their duties 
as worship. We state that this, attitude applies to the house¬ 
holder too (adhi., 408). 

(2) The point under consideration may be illustrated 
by what happens in the world. One that knows that he 
has offended some great man, on whom he depends, has 
recourse to the means within his capacity to appease him ; 
and in due course he re-enters on his service. Similarly, 
each one—the house-holder as well as the others.—essays to 
pacify his Maker by the duties of his own stage, and in 
due course reaches Him (adhi., 409)- 
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These texts indicate that one, that meditates on 
prana, may take any food. Is this permission to be 
exercised by him at all times, or only when there is 
danger to life ? The first view is that the permission, 
being in no way limited, may be utilised at all times. 
The opponent contends that a general prohibition 
cannot affect a special injunction, and that it applies 
to cases not covered by that injunction. See the rule 
of the purva mlmamsa stated in para (ii) of the first view 
under sutra 25 of chapter III, section 1, page 654. 

The final decision is stated in the sutra : 

28. qioiT??tr I 

Permission to eat any food is only, when there is 
danger to pra/ja. And this appears in vedic texts. 

The veda shows that even persons, that meditate on 
Brahma, utilise the permission only when life is in 
danger. See Vedic Texts. One Ushasti, foremost 
among those doing brahma vidyd, ate a portion of boiled 
gram, that was being eaten by an elephant-driver, but 
declined the drink, offered to him, saying 

I should not have lived, if I had not eaten these ; 
(but when that danger has passed), to drink the impure 
water (offered by you) would be to yield to desire 
(i chUndo ., 1-10-4). 

If this be the case in regard to one that does 
brahma vidya, how much more careful should one be 
who meditates on prana only, and whose capacity is 
very much less ? 

29. greiHlf I 

And because other vedic texts should not he nullified. 



SUB-SEC. 8] 


FINAL DECISION 


815 


Reference is made to a text of the chandogya, 
which runs as follows : 

If the food be pure, the mind will be pure ; if the 
mind be pure, continuous meditation (on Brahma) will come 
(VII-26-2). 

In order that this text may not be nullified, one 
should understand the texts in question as limited to 
cases of necessity. 

30. | 

This is said in smriti also. 

The text is 

If one, being in danger of losing his life, eats food 
from anywhere, he is not stained by sin, as the lotus leaf is 
not affected by water. 

This applies to those that meditate on Brahma as 
well as to others. 

31. sissuratsRPffift i 

And hence texts prohibiting the yielding to desire. 
Hence—for the reasons stated in the preceding 
sutras. 

Hence a brahmana does not drink spirituous liquor, 
thinking ‘ I will not be stained with sin ”. 


Sub-section 8 

It was stated in sub-section 5 that yajnas and the 
rest should be performed by the house-holder as helps 
to his meditation on Brahma. Should they be done 
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by a house-holder, that does not aspire for release from 
karma or not ? The first view is that they need not be. 
For, as subsidiary to brahma vidya, yajnas and the rest 
should be done ; hence one, that does not do it, need 
not do them ; if they should be done as duties of his 
stage of life, he should do them throughout life. How 
can the same karmas be compulsory and optional at the 
same time ? 

The final decision is stated in the sutra ,: 

32. i 

And they (duties referred to in sub-section 5) are 
the duties of the Usrama also (stage of life) ; 
because they have been enjoined. 

Yajnas and the rest should be performed even by 
the house-holder, that has no aspiration for release. For 
they have been enjoined by the text “ He does 
agnihotra throughout life ” ; and this includes the 
karmas known as darsa and pumiamasa. 

33. ^ | 

They should be done also as auxiliary to meditation. 

Because they have been enjoined as decided in 
sub-section 5. The same agnihotra is enjoined to a 
house-holder for life, and to one that desires the heaven- 
world, and the injunctions being contained in two 
different texts, it has been decided that there is no 
conflict. Similarly here also. 
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Nor aro they different karmas in each case. 

34. tfwfa cf | 

In both cases the duties are the same ; because in 
both the texts the same mark is found. 

Whether the duties under consideration are viewed 
as auxiliary to meditation, or as duties of the tisrama, 
they are the same karmas in both the cases. The 
reason is that in both the texts the injunction is conveyed 
using the term yajna. There is therefore no ground for 
thinking that the duties in both cases differ. The effect 
of this is that by doing them once, both the purposes 
will be served (1). 

35. ^ Lsjqfd | 

And the veda shows prevention of obstructions in 
meditation. 

The text is “ By dharma one removes evil karma ” 
(nara., anu., 50). Evil karma obstructs the origination 
of brahma vidya ; and by the performance of dharma , 
i.e., the duties under consideration, the obstruction does 
not take place. By their daily performance, the 
mind becomes pure, the capacity to meditate is 
developed, and meditation grows. 


(l) See the precedent in Introduction, para 37. Here 
the duties under consideration should be done by the same 
house-holder, and at the same place and time. As the 
prayugas, though done but once, serve all the principal 
offerings, so the duties under consideration, though done but 
once, serve both the purposes. 
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Those in the four asramas (stages of life) have been 
dealt with. The question now considered is whether 
persons that are without them—those that have 
completed the student’s life, and have not married, or 
that are widowers—are competent to do brahma vidyQ, 
and what are the helps to the vidya in their case. 

The first view is that they are not competent; for 
they do not perform the duties of any asrarna, which are 
the helps needed for the vidycis. The sutra states 
the final decision : 

36. SffPcTCHlfq I 

Also in those between the asramas (qualification 
does exist); because this has been observed. 

Because it is seen that Raikva, Bhlshma, Samvarta 
and others without asramas did meditate on Brahma. 
No one can contend that only the duties of an asrarna 
can help meditation. The text quoted under sub-section 
5 mentions the making of gifts and other duties as 
helps to meditation ; and these are found outside the 
asramas also. Again, it was shown in sub-section 4 
that those, that had taken the vow of life-long celibacy, 
meditated on Brahma with such helps as they could 
obtain from duties other than agnihotra and connected 
duties. Similarly, persons outside the asramas may 
practise meditation on Brahma , obtaining help from 
actions that do not pertain to any asrarna , as repetition 
of mantras , abstention from food on particular days, 
making gifts and worship of the highest Atma. 
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37. arfq l 

Smriti also states this. 

What was last stated is confirmed by the following 
text of manu (11-87). 

One that meditates may without doubt reach his goal 
even by japa (repetition of mantras). He may do anything 
or may not do anything; but if he be the friend of all, he 
will do his meditation so well as to reach his goal. 

38. | 

And help by special acts (is declared). 

One is not left to depend only upon argument and 
the smriti ; there is also a vedic text, which runs as 
follows: 

With tapas (diminution of sense enjoyment), with 
abstention from sexual intercourse, with earnestness, and 
with realisation of their atma they seek the Atm&, etc. 
(prasna , 1-10). 

The karmas enumerated are not peculiar to the 
ctsramas. 

39. Hpf | 

Other than this is certainly better; because it is so 
declared by the smriti. 

“ Than this ”—than being outside the asramas ; the 
4 other ’ is being in any one of the asramas. The former 
is a case of necessity ; but one, that can afford it, 
should hold some asrama. Inside the asramas there is 
scope for many karmas, and the help which they render 
is greater. Outside the asramas there are not many 
karmas, and the help that they render is less. The two 
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cases cannot be on a par. The smriti declaration, 
which is addressed to one that can follow it. 
is “ A brahmana should not remain even for one day 
outside one of the cLsramas A student, that has com¬ 
pleted his study and a widower should not remain 
unmarried, unless they are disgusted with the world. It 
is a source of danger. 


Sub-section 10 


4o. g fiippi ifrpUfq I 

But one that has become that (the holder of an 
c Hfrarna other than the house-holder’s) cannot 
cease to be that. This is the view of Jaimini also. 
Because the veda restrains him from throwing up 
the duties of his usrama. 

The question for consideration is whether even one 
that has elected to remain a bachelor all his life, or a 
forest-dweller, or one that has renounced the world, may 
do brahma vidya, when he has fallen from his condition. 
The first view is that he may, like the widower and 
others dealt with in the preceding sub-section. The 
siitra replies no. The vedic texts, which bear on the 
subject are: 

The student, that lives in the house of his teacher, 
and uses up his body completely in his service is the third 
(chando ., II-23-1); Let him go to the jungle ; but never 
return from it ; Having renounced the world, let not 
one resume the sacred fire. 

Hence like the widower these persons cannot re¬ 
main outside the dsramas ; and if they do, they will be 
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disqualified for meditation on Brahma. By the refer¬ 
ence to Jaimini , the author shows agreement by him, 
and confirms his own view. 


The opponent disputes the conclusion reached. He 
considers that these persons may by some expiatory act 
purify themselves and become qualified again. Reference 
is made to an expiatory yaga in regard to such persons 
in chapter VI of the purva mlmamsu dealing with 
qualifications (section 8, sub-section 4). The next sutra 
deals with this question: 

41 . R | 

And not even the expiation referred to in the chapter 
on qualifications ; because the smritis declare them 
to have fallen, and expiation is impossible for them. 

The declaration is: 

In the case of the twice-born, who having entered on 
life-long studentship fails from it, I do not see any expiation 
by which he, the slayer of himself, may be purified. 

Hence the expiation mentioned in the mlmamsti 
applies to other students. 

42. I 

Some hold that expiation exists (as the fall from the 
usnuna is) merely upapiitaku ; as in the case of 
eating ; this has been declared. 

Upapataka is a minor sin, not included in the five 
great sins. Some teachers therefore hold the view that 
the fall may be atoned for by an expiatory ceremony. 
They point to an analogy. There is a prohibition against 
drinking spirituous liquor ; and an expiatory ceremony is 
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mentioned for disobedience ; and this applies to the life¬ 
long student as well as to the ordinary student. And 
this is declared in the following smriti text: 

What has been stated for the student living with his 
teacher applies to the other asramas also, in so far as it is 
not opposed to them. 

Similarly, here also expiation is permitted, and when 
the fallen man is purified, the qualification re-appears. 

This view is rejected in the next -sutra: 

43. I 

But in either case such men remain outside (the 
group of persons that are qualified); because of 
the smriti and of the practice of good men. 

‘ In either case ’—whether the fall is treated as a 
great sin or as a minor one. The result is the same ; 
and the fallen man remains disqualified. Because, as 
already pointed out, the smriti states that no expiation 
is possible for him. A few texts no doubt state that 
expiatory ceremonies may be resorted to to remove the 
sin ; but there is no expiation that can render the person 
so pure as to become qualified for meditation (1). 


(1) A karma has three-fold capacity : It yields un¬ 
welcome fruit; It obstructs the acquisition of a qualification 
for doing karma enjoined by the veda ; and it creates a 
leaning to similar karma. Some expiations destroy all the 
three capacities ; others some one of these, but not all 
Here there is conflict between two texts—that which denies 
the existence of any expiatory ceremony, and that extending 
certain expiations. It is therefore decided that the latte 
text permits purification to the extent of destroying thi 
first capacity, and that the former text preserves the secont 
capacity intact. 
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There is also the practice of good men, who avoid 
the fallen men, even though they do the expiatory 
ceremonies; and they do not teach them how to do the 
meditation. The conclusion therefore is that these 
persons remain disqualified(l). 


SUB-SECTION 11 

This sub-section comes in only incidentally. Refer¬ 
ence has already been made to meditation on the 
udgltha , the singing of which is part of a kratu. The 
question to be considered is by whom it should be done— 
by the yajamdna himself or by one of his helpers in the 
kratu. 


(l) Question by the opponent. The following text 
states an expiatory act for those affected with the five great 
sins, and with minor ones known as upapataka : “ If one sees 
Purushottama from the seat on which He stands up to His 
head, his great sins are quickly destroyed ; ” why should the 
destruction of upapataka be specially stated. When medita¬ 
tion on Brahma has been established, if the meditator falls 
from inadvertence, meditation on Brahma is stated to be the 
means for his purification. This is stated by smriti- writers. 
Why should there not be expiation similarly in regard to 
the fallen man under consideration ? Reply. We have no 
right to question the veda. Following the smriti and the 
practice of good men, the author of the sutras has shown 
what should be done in this case. We must accept what 
the veda and smritis teach ; if once we begin to question 
why they prescribe this or that, the bund for the protection 
of dharma, which has been made, will disappear ( adhi ., 
414 and 415). 
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Atreya holds the first view, which is that it should 
be done by the yajamana. For from upanishads it is 
observed that the same persons, that perform meditation, 
reap its fruit. Here it has been decided that the fruit 
of the meditation— viz., non-obstru ction of the fruit 
of the kratu —is different from the fruit of the kratu 
itself, and that it is reaped by the yajamdna. Hence 
it is he that should do the meditation. 

2. Objection. This case is analogous to that in 
which, when the yajamana desires cows, water for 
pranlta should be carried in a milking vessel. Reply. 
Here though the fruit, which is separate from the fruit 
of the yaga, is reaped by the yajamana , the filling in 
of the milking vessel must be done by the adhvaryu ; 
for the operations of filling and filling in the milking 
vessel cannot be separated. In the case under considera¬ 
tion, there is no such difficulty ; for while the udgUita , 
sings the udgltha , the yajamana may do the meditation. 
This is stated in the sutra : 

44. ssnfar: I 

(The meditation is the duty) of the yajamana ; 
because meditation and reaping the fruit are 
declared to be by the same person. So does 
Atreya, think. 

The final decision is stated in the next sutra : 

45. ft I 

It is the duty of the rit.vik (helper in the kratu ); so 
does Audulomi think ; for he has been bought for 
doing the kratu. 
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According to Audulomi the meditation should be 
done by the fitvik. For, he has been engaged by the 
promise of a fee to do the kratu with all its parts. And 
this is stated in the following texts : “ He requests the 
ritviks ” ; and “ He gives fees to the ritviks ”. Hence, 
whatever karma, whether of the body or of the mind, 
pertains to the kratu should be done only by him. 
Capacity or the reverse is not the criterion in this 
case. It is true that the meditation on the udgltha is 
not a part of the kratu, but benefits the yajamana ; yet 
it pertains to him as yajamana, and the kratu and all 
its parts should be done by the helpers. Also, the 
meditation serves a part of the kratu to be done by a 
helper. Hence, it should be done by him. In the 
dahara and other vidyds, there is no mention of any¬ 
thing to be done by a helper ; and following the rule 
that the fruit belongs to the performer, they are done 
by those that wish to enjoy the fruits. 


SUB-SECTION 12 

Helps of two kinds have been prescribed in sub¬ 
sections 5 and 6 ; viz., the doing of yajna and other 
duties of one’s stage of life, and the control of the 
mind and the senses, etc. In this sub-section help of a 
third kind is prescribed, viz., mauna (making the mind 
dwell on the object of meditation, when it is disengaged.) 
This is referred to in a text of the brihad uranyaka 
icM 
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Hence, a brahmana, should attain panditya and 
desire to remain with balya. Attaining panditya and 
balya, he then becomes a muni (V-5). 

Here the question for consideration is whether like 
pdriditya and balya mauna also is enjoined, or whether 
the reference to becoming a muni is a repetition of what 
has been stated already. 

First view. It is the latter. For both the terms 
pUnditya and mauna denote knowledge. Hence the 
expression “becomes muni" is a statement of the in¬ 
junction already conveyed in the expression “ Should 
attain panditya ”. This view is supported by the 
absence of the termination denoting injunction. 

The final decision is stated in the sutra : 

46. q%0T ffcftq d£dT fqsqTfcqcb I 

Another help is prescribed to one doing brahma vidya ; 
like those enjoined and the rest. The third, as it 
is seen, as an alternative meaning, in those that do 
meditation fully. 

‘ Like those enjoined ’—in sub-sections 5 and 6, viz., 
yajna and other duties of one’s stage of life, and control 
of the mind, and the rest. By the words ‘ the rest ’ 
reference is made to hearing and constantly thinking on 
the instruction received. As the first set is prescribed 
by the texts considered in sub-sections 5 and 6 as helps, 
and as hearing and thinking, which will be resorted to 
without an injunction, are accepted as helps, here also a 
third kind of help is enjoined, consisting of panditya, 
balya and mauna. The sutra states that mauna is a 
third thing in addition to panditya and balya ; for the 
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term muni is used to denote also persons like Vyasa, 
who do meditation fully. The term therefore means to 
fix the mind on the object of meditation, when it is 
disengaged. It therefore differs from manana, which is 
to think on the instruction received from a teacher, so 
that it may be firmly impressed on the mind. It is true 
that in the text there is no termination indicating 
injunction ; but because it has not been enjoined already, 
it must be assumed that an injunction is conveyed. The 
expression ‘ becomes a muni' means ‘ he should become 
a muni ’. 

The meaning of the text is as follows: Brahma/ia 
is one that does brahma vidya ; ho should obtain pay- 
ditya, i.e., he should know the nature of Brahma , to be 
meditated on, fully and without doubt or misconcep¬ 
tion ; that is he should obtain a clear and full grasp of 
the subject, that cannot be attained by hearing and 
thinking alone. This must come from the predominence 
of the quality satva, which again must come from love 
of Brahma (1). The meaning of balya will be presently 
explained. Having attained panditya and balya, his 
mind must dwell on the nature of Brahma as it is, in 
order that he may attain brahma vidya. It is only by 


(l) This point is stated in the following texts : ‘ I 
cannot be seen in this form as you have seen Me by recita¬ 
tion of the veda, by tapas (diminution of sense enjoyment), 
by making gifts or by yajna. But by love, not looking for¬ 
ward to any other goal, it is possible for one to know Me 
(bhagaoad gltu, XI-53 and 54). In whom there is superior 
love for the Deva (sveta., VI-23) ; This Atma cannot be 
reached by mere thinking, etc.’ ( katha, 11-23). 
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the attainment of these three things in this manner one 
attains the vidyci. This is stated in what follows : 
‘ Attaining amauna (what is other than mauna ), and 
mauna, he becomes brahmana. By the expression ‘ other 
than mauna ' reference is made to all the other helps ; 
and ‘ becomes brahmana ’ means attains vidya fully 
grown ; and this is to be attained with such helps only. 
Then the question is put “ with what does he become 
brahmana ” ; the meaning is whether any means exist 
other than that stated. The reply is—‘ by which he 
becomes, by that alone he becomes thus ’. The meaning 
is: it was stated that one becomes brahmana by the 
helps ending with mauna ; by this alone he becomes 
brahmana ; but not by any other means. The conclusion 
is that for all stages of life pUijditya , balya and mauna 
are prescribed like the duties of those stages. 


Question. In the chandogya one is directed to 
complete his student’s stage of life and live as a house¬ 
holder (See Vedic Texts); and the text closes with these 
words “ Thus living all his life, he attains Brahma- 
world and does not return ” (VIII-15-1). How is one to 
reconcile this teaching with what has been stated ? The 
next sutra replies: 

47. Jjfl'JTTTOB I 

Because (meditation) is found in all (the stages), the 
teaching is wound up with the house-holder. 

For the reason stated, meditation is found in the 
house-holder also ; and the upanishad closes, making 
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reference to him. The intention is that what is stated 
should apply to all stages. 


Similarly, in the brihad aranyaka the text under 
consideration is preceded by reference to the state of 
one that renounces the world thus : 

Brahmana should rise from love of son, from love 
of money, and from love of the world, and live the life 
of a mendicant. 

Though the third kind of help appears to be pre¬ 
scribed to one that thus renounces the world, it applies 
to all. This is declared in the next sutra : 

48. I 

Like mauna ; because the reaching of Brahma by 
those in other stages also is stated. 

In the brihad aranyaka text reference is made to 
one that rises from all desires, and lives as a mendi¬ 
cant ; and then the helps ending with mauna are en¬ 
joined. This injunction applies to all stages. For all 
those in other stages also reach Brahma as taught in 
chandogya itself (II-23-1). 


Sub-section 13 

The expression “ Remaining with balija" in the 
text considered in the preceding sub-section is explain¬ 
ed here. The term balya may mean the age of a 
child or his actions. As the former cannot be attained 
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by one, the term must be taken to mean a child’s 
actions. The question for consideration is whether the 
meditator may live like a child, following his desires, 
wherever they may lead him ? or whether he should 
not parade his learning and worth. The first view is 
that the former alternative is what is intended; for 
there is nothing to limit the injunction to any particular 
thing; and a general prohibition is barred by the 
particular injunction. The final decision is stated in 
the sutra: 

49. | 

Without parade ; because this alone will fit in. 

It is the nature of a child not to show off his 
powers; and this should bo adopted by the meditator. 
For, this alone will fit with the injunction. Everything 
else is said to be opposed to vidya. 

Who does not desist from evil deeds, the force of 
whose desire and hate have not abated, whose mind is 
tossed about by numerous undertakings, and who for that 
reason cannot steadily maintain his mind on any object—-by 
him He cannot be reached by meditation ( ka\ha 11-24) ; If 
the food be pure, *he mind will be pure (chando., VII-26-2). 


Sub-sect jon 14 

50. I 

The fruits of this world are reaped immediately, if 
there be no obstruction. This is seen. 
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Meditation is of two kinds—the fruit of one is well¬ 
being in this world or in the next ; and the fruit of the 
other is release from karma. The question con¬ 
sidered in this sub-section is whether the former is 
reaped immediately after the good deeds are done, 
or at some other time. The first view is that as 
there is no cause for delay, it is reaped immediately ; 
for the meditator is reborn with the good deeds 
previously done. This is stated by Bhagavan : ‘ Four 
classes of persons, that have done good deeds, meditate on 
Me’ (bhagavad git a, VII-16). The sutra states that the 
time for reaping the fruit is not definitely fixed. If the 
fruit of a stronger karma does not intervene, and cause 
obstruction, the fruit of the meditation is reaped 
immediately. Otherwise, it is delayed. This fact is 
admitted in the veda. It was shown that when the 
udgltha is sung with meditation, the kratu, of which the 
singing is a part, becomes most efficacious, i.e., that it 
prevents the coming of all obstructions. The possibility 
of there being obstructions is thus admitted. 


Sub-section 15 

51. Ti I 

Similarly, in regard to fruit in the form of release 
from karma, the time of reaping is not definitely 
fixed. Because that condition is known. 

The same condition exists in this case also. The 
same condition—the absence of obstruction, or the 
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ending- of the obstruction. The reason for adding a 
new sub-section is that there is a further doubt in the 
matter, viz., the actions that help meditation being more 
powerful, there can be no obstruction. The reply is that 
it is possible that offence previously given to persons 
doing meditation may cause obstruction (1). 


(1) It may be thought that the last sub-section alone 
is useful, as it points out that it is possible for meditation 
to be obstructed in the yielding of its fruit, so that steps 
may be taken to remove the cause of obstruction. Why is 
reference made to meditation for worldly fruit ? The reply 
is that the intention is to point out the possibility of 
obstructions there also, and to create a disgust for such 
fruits ; for persons may seek them under the impression 
that there is no difficulty in the matter (adhi., 423). 




fin: | 


CHAPTER IV 
SECTION I 

IN the third chapter meditation was considered 
along with the helps thereto. In this chapter the nature 
of meditation is first examined (1), and then the fruits 
to be reaped are stated. 


Sub-section 1 

The following texts teach vedana “ One that 
meditates (vid) on Brahma reaches the highest 
(ana., 1-1) ; Meditating (viditvd) on Him alone, one 
attains immortality (sveta., 3-8). If one meditates ( veda ) 
on Brahma, he becomes Brahma indeed ; (munda., III-2-9); 
When the seer sees the Being with a bright figure’ (Ibid., 

(1) It may he thought that the nature of meditation 
should have been dealt with in the third section of chapter 
III. True; its inclusion in the chapter on fruits of 
meditation is to show the following points : (i) Release 
cannot be attained by any other means ; (ii) meditation is 
indissolubly connected with release; (iii) The attainment 
of the goal is near at hand ; and (iv) The pleasure of 
meditation is as great as that to be attained in release 
(adhi., 433). 

105 
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III-1-3). This text contains the term vidvan. These 
texts prescribe vedana as the means to reach Brahma. 
The question for consideration is whether it should be 
done but once, and whether the injunction is fully 
complied with thereby, or whether it should be repeated 
many times ? 

First view. The vedana should be done but once. 
For, the injunctions mention only vedana ; and there is 
no authority for its repetition. The case cannot be 
likened to the husking of paddy ( avahanana ); see note 
(5) on page 65. There the effect is actually seen ; and 
till the husk is completely removed, the operation should 
be repeated, But vedana does not produce an effect that 
can be seen ; and it need not be repeated. Further, 
karmas like jyotishtoma , and the vedana prescribed in 
the vedanta form the worship of the highest Atma ; and 
thus worshipped, He bestows on the worshipper the 
four kinds of fruits. This was settled in chapter III, 
section 2, sub-section 8. Hence, like jyotishtoma , vedana 
also should be done but once ; and this will be a full 
compliance with the injunctions. 

Final decision . This is stated in the sutra : 



Repetition more than once ; because it is so taught. 

Because the word vedana. is used as synonymous with 
the terms dhyana and upasana. This is known from the 
fact that in texts teaching vedana the three terms are 
used to denote the same thing. The chandogya, III-18 
begins with the words “ meditate ( upclslta ) on the mind 
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as Brahma ” (verse 1), and closes with the sentence 
“ He that thus meditates { veda ) shines through his fame 
as a giver ; warms through his repute as a powerful 
person, and shines through the lustre born of vedic 
learning ” (verse 3). Here the teaching begins with the 
term upasana and ends with the term vedana. In the 
next example this is reversed. In the same upanishad 
the first section of chapter IV describes Raikva's learn¬ 
ing thus “ What he knows {veda), that alone any other 
knows {veda) ; such a person was stated by me ” (verse 
4); Further on, there is this sentence “ Teach me, 
revered sir, the Being on whom you meditate ” (upasse) 
(Ibid ., IV-2-4). Other texts similarly connect vedana and 
dhyana. The teaching conveyed by the text “ One that 
meditates ( vid ) on Brahma reaches the highest ” {ana., 
1-1) is given by other texts thus: “ The Atma, dear, 
should be seen, should be heard about, should be thought 
on and should be meditated on {nididhyasitavya) ” (brihad., 
IV-4-5) ; and “ Then meditating {dhyayamUna) on Him 
without parts, he sees Him ” {munda., III-1-8). Now, 
dhyana is thinking continuously, and is not merely a 
single act of recalling something to the mind. Upasana 
too has the same meaning; for the term is used to 
denote the fixing of the mind on one thing to the 
exclusion of every thing else. It may, therefore, be 
concluded that the term vedana means continuous dwell¬ 
ing of the mind, the subject of meditation being revolved 
many times. 

2. fef m I 

This is learnt from the smritis also. 
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This text is: 

A continuous stream of thought without interrup¬ 
tion by any other thought is dhyana ; and it is brought 
about by the first six helps ( vishnu , VI-7-91). 

2. The means to release ( moksha) is thus shown to 
be meditation. It should also be continuous without a 
break, like a stream of oil poured from a cup. This 
is stated: 

If food be pure, the mind will be pure ; if the mind 
be pure, unbroken (dhruvu) meditation will come ; when un¬ 
broken meditation is attained, all knots are cut (1) (cliando., 
VIII-26-2). 

Next, it must become vivid like sense perception. 
This appears from the following text: 

The knots in the heart are cut; all doubts are 
solved ; his karmas are destroyed, when He is seen, as 
compared with whom all superior beings appear as inferior 
beings {muncla., II-2-9). 

This being so, in the text ‘ The Atma, dear, should 
be seen, etc.,’ the term drashtavya shows that meditation 
denoted by nididhydsana should be vivid like sense 
perception (2). A thought recalled and revolved in the 
mind continuously becomes vivid like sense perception. 

(1) Knots are avidyu, desire and the like, so called 
from the difficulty in getting rid of them. 

(2) In the text Atma, dear, should be seen, should be 
heard about, should be thought on, should be meditated 
on, the hearing about is not an injunction; for one, that 
has learnt the veda, will perceive that it points out the 
means to desirable ends ; and in order to find out all about 
them, he will himself go to a teacher to receive instruction. 
This need not be enjoined. Nor should rnanana, (thinking 
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3. And this is explained by the author of the vakya. 
‘ Vedana is upasana ; as it is used to denote the subject 
of upasana .’ He considers the following as the first 
view. ‘ Think but once ; for the intention of the injunc¬ 
tion is thus carried out; like the praydja offerings, 
which are made but once for all the principal offerings, 
(see Intro., para 37). He then states the final decision 
thus: ‘ It is decided (that the thought should be repeated); 
for the term upasana is used as synonymous with 
vedana. Next, upasana should be unbroken meditation ; 
for it is seen, and is stated in a vedic text.’ 

4. It has been stated that the means to release 
(moksha ) is continuous, vivid meditation. It should be 
loving meditation also. This is stated : 

This Atma cannot be reached by mere thinking, by 
more meditation, or by mere hearing many times ; He is 
reached by him, whom alone He chooses. To him this AtmU 
shows Himself ( munda ., III-2r3). 

He chooses him only, who is dearest to Himself. 
He is dearest to Him. who loves Him beyond 
measure. Bfiagavdn Himself makes efforts in such a 
manner, that one that is dearest to Him may reach Him. 
This is stated by Himself: “ To those, that wishing 

ever to be with Me, meditate on Me, I give with love 
that buddhi, with which they will reach Mo ” ( bhagavad 
gltd, X-10) ; ‘ I am immeasurably dear to him ; he is 

on) be enjoined, as its purpose is to impress the teaching 
on the mind. Hence, what is enjoined is only dhyana 
(meditation), and this should be as vivid as sense percep¬ 
tion is. 
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immeasurably dear to Me ’ (Ibid., VII-17). This means 
that the continuous, vivid meditation must become 
immeasurably dear, as the object meditated on is 
immeasurably dear. It is then that the highest Atma 
will choose the meditator, and can be reached by him. 
This continuous, vivid, loving meditation and this alone 
is denoted by the term bhakti ; for it is synonymous 
with the term upasana. Hence, the veda and smfiti 
state: 


By meditating on Him alone, one overcomes 
death (sveta., III-8); One that thus meditates on Him 
here becomes immortal ; no other path to the goal exists 
( puru) ; I cannot be seen in this form, as you have seen Me, 
either by reciting the veda, by tapas (diminution of sense 
enjoyment), by making gifts, or by yajnas. But by love, not 
looking forward to any other fruit, it is possible for one to 
know Me, to see Me as I am, and to enter into Me 
(bhagavad glta, XI-53 and 54) ; That highest Purusha can 
be reached with love, that spends itself wholly upon Him 
(. Ibid ., VIII-22). 

5. Criticism. Sankara holds the view that the 
destruction of avidya alone is release ( moksha ), and that 
it comes about by knowing Brahma. This we accept. 
Let us now consider what this knowing is, which upani- 
shads intend to enjoin as the means of destroying 
avidya. Is it the mere knowledge conveyed by vedic 
texts, or is it meditation following on that knowledge. 

Sankara. It is the former. 

Reply. The knowledge conveyed by vedic texts 
need not be enjoined ; it will come to one, that hears 
the texts. Nor is it perceived that by this alone avidya 
is destroyed. 
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$ankara. Such knowledge as will destroy avidya 
does come on hearing the texts; but the percep¬ 
tion of differences, which is 'the effect of vSLsana 
(unfavourable tendency) does not disappear at once ; it 
continues for some time, like the perception of the moon 
as double by one with a cataract in the eye, even 
though he learns that there is but one moon. Though 
it continues, as its root has been cut, it does not bind. 

Reply. We cannot admit that perception of 
differences can continue ; for its cause also, viz., vUsanU, 
being unreal, has been destroyed by knowledge. The 
case of the perception of the double moon is not analo¬ 
gous ; for the cause of such perception is a real cataract 
in the eye ; and it cannot be removed by knowledge. 
Hence the perception continues ; but as it is known to 
be misperception on good authority, it will lead to no 
undesirable result. If you say that the vctsanO, con¬ 
tinues, even after knowledge comes, as there is no other 
means of destroying it, it can never disappear. 

Sankara. There is a vilsana engendered and deve¬ 
loped by perception of differences; and until this is 
removed, vedic texts will not produce such knowledge 
as will destroy avidya. 

Reply. Sentences must convey their meaning, 
when the necessary conditions exist; it is not correct to 
state that they will not. We also see that even though 
an unfavourable tendency exists, such knowledge, as 
will remove misconception, comes from the statements 
of reliable persons or from inference. Further, as you 
consider that knowledge should come through the 
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destruction of the vasana, this result can never happen ; 
the vd,sana has been developed during long ages ; and 
is immeasurably strong; while the meditation, that 
should destroy it, being practised for only a short time, 
is weak ; and it cannot destroy the vasana. 

6. Hence the means to the destruction of avidycL, 
which upanishads intend to teach, is something other 
than the knowledge conveyed by texts. It is what is 
denoted,by words like dhyana and upQsana. Here is the 
authority— 

Knowing ( vijnUtja ), do meditation ( prajna ) ( brihad., 
VI-4-21); Knowing (anuvidya), one meditates {chando., 
VIII-12-6); meditate on the Atmu thus I am for 
thee only ( munda., II-2-6) ; meditating on Him, one 
is released from the jaws of death (katha., III-15) ; 
meditate only on the Atma, the fruit {brihad., III-4-15). 
Atma dear, should be seen, should be heard about, should 
be thought on, should be meditated on {Ibid., VI-5-6) ; 
He should be sought; He should be meditated on {chando., 
VIII-7-1. 

As the knowledge to be gathered from vedic texts 
serves meditation, in the first two texts reference is 
made to this knowledge by the participles, ‘ knowing,’ 
and then meditation is enjoined by the other words 
in the texts. 1 


Sub-section 2 

The question to be considered now is whether the 
highest Atma, the object of meditation, should be 


' Paras 2 to 6 reproduce the portion of the Sri Bhashya omitted 
from sub-section I of chapter I, section 1, as stated in a footnote on 
page 81. 
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meditated on as different from the meditator, or as 
his citniH. 

First view. He should be meditated on as different 
from the meditator ; for He is other than the jiva that 
meditates. This point has been decided in siitras 1-1-17, 
II-1-22, and III-4-8. One should meditate on Him as 
Ho is ; if the meditation be on Him, as He is not, He 
will not be reached as He is. For the rule is what one 
thinks that he becomes ( chctndo ., III-14-1). 

Final decision. This is stated in the sutra : 

3. 3dTr^fcl gKqfal ^ \ 

(The meditation should be) only as atma. So 
have persons meditated in the past, and the upani- 
shads convey the same teaching, 

As the person that meditates is the atma of his own 
body, so is the highest Atma the atma of himself, and 
meditation should be done in this aspect. For it was in 
this manner that men of olden times meditated “ I am 
thou indeed, revered devata ; thou art I indeed ”, 
Question. The highest Atma being other than the 
meditator, how did they regard Him as themselves ? 
The last part of the sutra replies: 

The veda makes the meditators understand this point 
without conflicting with other texts : “ Who stands in the 
atma , who is within the atma, whom the atma does not 
know, whose body the atma is, who rules the atma from 
within, He, the inner ruler, is your immortal Atma (brihad., 
V-7-22). All these beings, dear, have their root in Sat ; they 
rest in Sat: they will be dissolved in Sat \ all this is identi¬ 
cal with that (Sat) (chando., VI-8-4 and 7); All this is indeed 

106 
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Brahma ; for it has come forth from Him ; it will be dissolv¬ 
ed in Him; it lives by Him (Ibid., III-14-1). 

For the reasons stated in these texts, Brahma is the 
atmu of all things—intelligent and non-intelligent. He is 
therefore the atmu of the meditator. 

As each person is the atma of his own body, and 
thinks “ I am (leva, I am man ” ; so the highest Atma is 
the dtma of himself, and it is appropriate that he should 
regard Him as himself. It has been pointed out how 
every thought of everything extends to the highest Atma 
also, and how every word therefore denote Him directly. 
Men of olden times, accepting this teaching of the veda, 
made the statement quoted above. Hence also prohibi¬ 
tion of meditation on Him as another contained in the 
following texts: 

One that meditates on another devatU with the 
thought ‘ He is another; I am another ’ does not meditate 
(brihad •, III-4-10) ; He does not know the whole truth ; 
meditate on Him only as atma (brihad., ITI-4-7). All things 
will overcome him, who sees all things else where than in 
the Atma {brihad., IV-4-6). 

2. The injunctions and prohibitions do not conflict 
with the direction to think of the highest Atma as 
different from the jiva contained in the text—“ Meditat¬ 
ing on the atma and on the Being who controls him as 
different ” (sveta., 1-6). For, one meditates on Him as I, 
on the ground that He is his atma ; and he regards Him 
as superior to himself, as he is superior to his own 
body. 
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Sub-section 3 

4. q *i: l 

Meditation as atmQ. does not apply to meditation on 
pratika ; for it is not Atma. 

Meditation on mind, on name and on similar objects 
is enjoined in the following texts : “ Meditate on mind 
as Brahma (chando ., III-18-1); He that meditates 
on name as Brahma ” (Ibid., VII-1-5). In these cases is 
the meditation to be as directed in the preceding sub¬ 
section— i.e., as the atmCL of the meditator, or no ? 

First view. As directed in the preceding sub¬ 
section ; for the meditation is on the highest Atma as in 
the other case ; and He is the Citma of the meditator. 
The final decision is—No. This is stated in the sutra: 
For mind or name is not the atmd of the meditator. In 
cases like these the meditation is only on the pratika, 
but not on the highest Atma. He enters into the medi¬ 
tation merely as a qualifying attribute ( viseshana ). By 
meditation on pratika is meant meditation on what is 
not the highest Atma as the highest Atma. In this 
meditation, as the pratika is not the utma of the medi¬ 
tator, it is not to be meditated on as such. 


Objection. Even here the highest Atma alone is 
the object of meditation. When this is possible, it is 
inappropriate to meditate on mind and on other non- 
intelligent objects, which possess but little power. 
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Hence, the highest Atmci should be meditated on as 
mind, as name and the like. The sutra replies : 

5. | 

Meditation as Brahma should be {on objects) ; because 
of His superiority. 

Because Brahma is superior to mind, name and the 
rest; while they are the reverse as compared with Him. 
To look upon a king as a servant will be attended with 
unpleasant consequences, while the reverse will do 
good. 


Sub-section 4 

6 . 1 

Meditation on parts of a kratu should be only as the 
sun and other devatas ; because to do so is appro¬ 
priate. 

There is this text: “ This being, who warms, medi¬ 
tate on udgltha as that being ” ( chando ., 1-3-1). In 
cases like this, when meditation on parts of a kratu is 
enjoined, the question arises—Should one meditate 
on the udgltha as the sun, or on the sun as the 
udgltha ? 

First view. The latter is the correct form ; for, the 
rule laid down in the preceding sub-section is that 
meditation should be on an inferior object as being a 
superior being. Udgltha , being part of a kratu , which 
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is the means to a fruit, is superior to the sun, who has 
no connection with the fruit (1). 

The final decision is stated in the sutra. It is on 
the udgltha that one should meditate as the sun. 
Because it is appropriate to regard the sun as the 
superior of the two. For, karma yields its fruit, only as 
being the worship of the sun and similar devatcis. 


Sub-section 5 

7. I 

Meditation should be done in tho sitting posture ; 
because it is only then (that concentration of 
mind) will be possible. 

One may do meditation, sitting, lying down, stand¬ 
ing or walking; for there is nothing to restrict the 
choice to one of these postures. In this predicament the 
sutra intervenes, and throws its weight on the side of 
the sitting posture. In standing or walking some 
effort is required ; and lying down may induce sleep. 
Hence the sitting posture should be adopted. And in 
order that no effort may be required for holding up the 
body, some support to tho back should also be provided. 

8. sqRjf | 

And because what has to be done is dhyana (medita¬ 
tion). 

(1) This is based on the mlmamsaka’s view that 
karma yields fruit, through apurca, but not the devatd. See 
the discussions in paras 5 and 6 of the final decision in sub¬ 
section 1-3-7. 
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Dhydna has been stated to be the dwelling of the 
mind on one thing, without the intervention of the 
thought of anything else. And for this concentration 
of mind is necessary. 

9. 1 

And having regard to immobility. 

Having regard to immobility, earth, sky and other 
things are appropriately stated to meditate 

Earth seems to meditate; the intermediate world 
seems to meditate ; heaven seems to meditate; wa.ter seems 
to meditate ; the hills seem to meditate (chando., VII-6-1). 

In order to concentrate his mind the meditator 
should be immobile like the earth and hills ; and this is 
possible only to him that sits down. 

10 . | 

And this is stated in the smritis • 

It is stated that meditation should be done sitting. 

Placing on a pure spot a firm seat for himself, neither 
much raised, nor very low, and covered over with a cloth, 
deerskin, and kusa grass ; sitting on the seat, making the 
mind one-pointed, controlling the functions of the mind and 
the senses, let him practise yoga to reach purity of the atma 
(bhagavad glta, VI-11 and 12). 

11. q%RiqrTT qqif^Tcf 1 

(The meditation should be done) where concentration 
of mind is possible ; because (the time and place) 
have not been specified. 

No particular place or time has been stated as 
suitable for the meditation, and there is mention only 
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of concentration of mind. Whatever place or time is 
suitable for this purpose, that alone should be selected. 
The text “ On a level place, pure, and free from pebbles 
fire and sand, etc.” ( sveta ., 11-10) refers to a place 
where alone concentration of mind may be attained ; 
but it does not restrict the choice to particular places ; 
for further on it is said “ suitable to the mind,” i.e., to 
concentration of mind. 


SUB-SECTION 6 

12. f| | 

(The meditation should be done) till one departs from 
the world. For there also it is seem 

The question for consideration is whether 
meditation may be completed in one day, or whether it 
should be continued every day till death. The first view 
is that as the injunction will be carried out by doing it 
for one day only, it should be completed on one day (1). 
The sutra says—' No.’ It is seen that meditation 


(1) Objection. As this text contains no word to indicate 
an injunction, it merely sums up the teaching with a state¬ 
ment of the fruit. Reply. As the injunction has not been 
given anywhere else, it should be treated as an injunction. 
Objection again. In this text reference is made to good 
deeds only, but not to meditation. Reply. As the good deeds 
are referred to as the means of reaching the Brahma- world, 
and as they are calculated to make meditation grow, the 
mention of good deeds implies the continuance of medita¬ 
tion also throughout. 
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is done from its commencement up to departure from 
this world, and throughout this period—“ Thus living 
all his life, he reaches the Brahma -world ” ( chcfndo ., 
VIII-15-1). 


Sub-section 7 

In the remainder of this chapter the fruits of medi¬ 
tation are described. In this section such fruits, as come 
to the meditator while he remains in his gross body, are 
dealt with. 

The veda states that when one has attained medita¬ 
tion, his previous evil karma is destroyed, and that 
subsequent evil karma does not attach itself to him. 
The following are the texts: 

As water does not stick to a lotus leaf, so no evil 
Karma will stick to one, that thus meditates (chundo., 
IV-14-3). The Utma that knows the nature of Brahma , on 
knowing Him is not polluted with evil deed ( brihad ., 
VI-4-23). 

These texts describe non-attachment of subsequent 
evil deed. 

When one knows this and makes offerings, all his 
evil deeds are burnt up, as the cotton of the ishlka plant 
thrown into the fire is burnt up ( chandn V-24-3) ; His 
karmas are destroyed, when He is seen, as compared 
with whom all superior beings appear as inferior beings 
(muqda., II-2-9). 

These texts describe the destruction of past karma. 
The question to be considered is whether it is right to 
regard these two results as the fruit of vidyd or no. 
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First view. 
it is said : 


They cannot be the fruit of vidycl; for 


Karma, the fruit of which has not been experienced, 
is not destroyed even by the lapse of a thousand millions of 
kalpas (world-age). 

As the vedic texts conflict with this verse, and as 
they follow the teaching of meditations on the highest 
Atma, they must be regarded as mere praise (arthavada). 
Nor can they be regarded as enjoining meditation in 
expiation of evil karma ; for they teach the reaching of 
Brahma as the fruit—“ One that meditates on Brahma 
attains the highest ” (ana., 1-1). “ If one meditates on 
Brahma, he becomes Brahma indeed ” ( munda III-2-9). 

Final decision. This is stated in the sutra ,: 

13. fhffauq flsnq^Tra: i 

On the attainment of this (meditation) there result 
the destruction of previous evil karma, and the 
non-attachment of subsequent evil karma ; because 
this is declared. 

By the expression “ attainment of meditation ” is 
meant the reaching of the stage, in which meditation 
becomes as vivid as sense perception ; for the text is 
“ When He is seen ”. It is appropriate that these 
results should flow from vidyci ; for it possesses great 
efficacy ; and this efficacy is referred to in the expres¬ 
sions “ No evil karma will stick to one that thus 
meditates ” ; and “ all his evil deeds are burnt up ”. There 
is no conflict as stated in the first view ; for the texts 
relate to different matters. The verse confirms the effi¬ 
cacy of karma to produce its fruit; while the upanishad 
107 
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texts quoted declare that meditation on the highest 
Atma, when attained, destroys the capacity of past evil 
deeds to yield their fruits, and that it obstructs the 
accrual of similar capacity in regard to subsequent evil 
deeds. There is no more conflict between them than 
there is between the capacity of fire to produce heat, 
and the power of water to allay it. 

2. The opponent’s view that meditation is not 
expiation is not correct. It is enjoined merely to destroy 
karma ; and when it is destroyed, and the obstruction is 
removed, the attribute jncLna expands of itself ; and other 
fruits come to the meditator in the same way ( adhi ., 460). 

3. What is meant by the non-sticking of evil 
deeds ? Evil deeds produce in a person a tendency to do 
evil deeds of the same kind, make him unfit to perform 
the duties imposed upon him by the veda, and lead to 
unwelcome fruit. Obstructing the accrual of this 
capacity is non-sticking of evil deeds. The destruction 
of evil deeds is the destruction of this capacity, when it 
has already accrued. This capacity is the displeasure 
of the highest Atma. The meditation is His worship, 
and removes His displeasure, when it has accrued, and 
obstructs its accrual, when it has not. 

4. This declaration of the non-sticking of subse¬ 
quent evil karma refers, it should be noted, to karma 
done unconsciously. The text “ who does not desist 
from evil deeds, etc.” ( katha ., 11-24), indicates that com¬ 
plete withdrawal from evil doing is the means by which 
meditation may be perfected. 



SUB-SEC. 8] 


FINAL DECISION 


851 


SUB-SECTION 8 

U. qm g I 

In regard to the other also (i.e., good deeds) similar 
destruction of the previous and non-sticking of the 
subsequent one. But the destruction takes place, 
when the body falls away. 

The siitra extends to good deeds also the effects 
stated in the preceding siitra in regard to evil deeds 
and for the same reason. Good deeds are on the same 
level as evil deeds as to their antagonism to the fruit of 
meditation. There is also vedic declaration on the 
point. Referring to both good and evil deeds, it is said 
“ All evil deeds depart from Him ” ( chando ., VIII-4-1); 
“ Then he shakes off good and evil deeds ” ( kaushltaki , 
1-37). Good deeds also are denoted by the term papma, 
as their fruits are unwelcome to one seeking release 
from karma. 

2. The need for a new sub-section arose from the 
fact that good deeds are allowed by the veda, and that 
their fruits are seen to be welcome to some persons. It 
might therefore be presumed that they are not anta¬ 
gonistic to meditation. This presumption had to be 
removed. 

3. Objection : To the meditator rain, food and 
other helps are desirable, to enable him to complete his 
meditation, which, as stated, requires certain duties as 
helps. How can it be said that they are antagonistic 
to meditation, and that they are destroyed. The last 
portion of the siitra replies. Such good deeds as yield 
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fruits, that are helpful to the meditation, are destroyed 
only after death. 


Sub-section 9 

The question is whether in this destruction of the 
past deeds, both good and evil, all deeds are included 
without distinction, or only those that have not begun 
to operate. 

First view. The first alternative is the correct one ; 
for the text quoted refers to ‘ all deeds ’; and no reser¬ 
vation is made. No karma is needed to account for the 
continuance of the body, as like the potter’s wheel set 
in motion, it may remain from the impetus given to it 
when it was first made. 

Final decision : This is stated in the sutra : 

15. q;q 3 $ I 

But the previous karma, which is destroyed, is only 
what has not begun to yield fruit; because a limit 
(in the form of delay in the falling away of the 
body) is stated. 

The statement is made in the text: 

For him (that thus meditates) there is delay only so 
long as he is not released (from his body); then he is united 
(to Sat) (chando, VI-14-2), 

Here a limit is fixed, beyond which the reaching of 
the goal will not be delayed; and this limit is the 
continuance of the body, which was brought about by 
the karma , which has begun to yield fruit; and this 
fruit must be experienced. 
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The opponent’s analogy of the potter’s wheel does 
not hold ; for nothing prolongs the life of the body other 
than the pleasure or displeasure of the highest Atmfl , 
brought about by good or evil deeds; and there is no 
authority for believing that anything else exists that 
will prolong its life. 


Sub-section io 

The question to be considered in this sub-section is 
whether agnihotra and other duties of one’s stage of life 
should be done. Seeing that even good karma sub¬ 
sequently done does not stick to the meditator, and that 
the duties of the stage of life are included under that 
expression, if one does not wish to do them, may he 
cease to do them ? The sutra separates agnihotra and 
other duties of the stage of life from other good 
deeds, and states that they should be performed. 

16. srfaCtvufcg I 

But agnihotra and the rest (should continue to be 
done) ; because they are required for its completion. 
This is seen. 

The fact that the fruits do not attach to the 
meditator does not apply to these good deeds. They 
must therefore be done; for they are done only 
because they are needed to help meditation. This 
is seen from the text “ Him, students of the veda 
wish to meditate on by recitation of the veda, etc.” 
(brihad., VI-4-22). Meditation becomes every day more 
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and more powerful by practice ; and in order that this 
may happen the duties of the stage of life should be 
daily performed. Otherwise, the mind will become 
impure, and meditation will become impossible. 


Here a doubt arises : Of the good deeds of a meditator 
some help vidya ; some have been expended by 
enjoyment; and what remains have to be experienced, 
and this is what has begun to yield fruit. In the text 
“ His sons take his property ; his friends his good deeds” 
to what good deeds is reference made ? The next sutra 
replies: 

17. l 

Among good deeds previous and subsequent those 
other than these (considered under sutra 16) indeed 
exist. This is referred to by the text of some. 

There are endless good deeds, the fruits of which 
have been obstructed by more powerful karmas ; and the 
text under consideration refers to them ; as also the text 
declaring destruction and non-sticking of karma. 


The possibility of one karma obstructing another 
already mentioned, is recalled in the next sutra : 

18. ft I 

“ That alone done with meditation ” (has been stated 
already). 

The text referred to in the sutra (chftndo., 1-1-10) 
states that meditation on udgltha removes obstruction 
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in the way of reaping the fruit of a kratu. This 
indicates that the fruit of one karma may be obstructed 
by other karma. 


Sub-section ll 

19. lifarfNcft 8jqfacsns*l I 

But expending the rest by enjoyment, one then is 
united (to the highest Atma). 

By the term “ the rest ” reference is made to the 
good and evil deeds, other than those that are destroyed 
by meditation, or that are said not to stick to the doer, 
i.e., those that have begun to operate. Is one united to 
the highest Atma, when the body, in which meditation 
is attained, perishes, or after other bodies are taken up 
and thrown away. 

First view .—The former alternative is the correct 
one ; for it is stated to take place, when the meditator is 
released from the body. The sutra states that these deeds 
should be expended by enjoyment. If this can be done 
while the meditator is in the body, in which meditation 
is attained, then the result follows, when that body falls. 
If not, he must take up as many bodies as may be need¬ 
ed to expend them fully. For the karma must be 
expended by enjoyment. 

2. The opponent relies on the text “ For him there 
is delay only so long as he is not released ” ; but this 
only shows that the karma, that has begun to operate, 
must be expended before one is released; but there is 
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no mention of a limit coinciding with the perishing of 
the body (1). 

3. The conclusion is: The endless karmas, good 
and evil, that were done in the beginningless past, before 
meditation was attained, and of which the fruit has not 
been experienced, are destroyed by the merit of brahma 
vidycl, excepting those that have begun to yield their 
fruits. The karmas done, after it is attained, do not 
attach themselves to the doer. Of these all good karmas 
go to the friends of the meditator; and evil deeds to his 
enemies. The conclusion is therefore sound. 

ninTPwq sra: I 


(1) The opponent may also derive support from the text 
—“ This jiva rises from this body, reaches the highest Light 
and appears in his natural form (chtindo., VIII-12-2). But the 
term * this body ’ does not state that release is attained 
when the particular body falls down at death. For smritis 
state that men doing brahma vidycl like Vidura are reborn. 
Hence release is attained, when meditation becomes perfect 
in the last body. The intention in referring to * this body ’ 
is merely to compare it to a prison ; this view is confirmed 
by the bhagavad glta (IX-33), where Sri Krishna refers to 
the body and observes ‘ This world, perishable and full of 
misery ’ ” (adhi., 471 and 472). 





CHAPTER IV 
SECTION 2 

In this section the mode by which the meditating jiva 
gets out of his body in death is examined. See Vedic 
Texts. 


SUB-SECTION 1 

The following text occurs in chclndogya: 

The speech of the person, my dear, that departs (from 
this world) unites with the mind ; the mind with pratja ; 
prana with the element fire •, fire with the highest Devata 
(VI-8-6). 

The first sentence is considered in this sub-section. 
The question is whether reference is made only to the 
function of the organ of speech, or to the organ of speech 
itself. 

First view. Reference is made only to the function 
of speech. The term used in the original is sampadyate, 
which may mean either dissolution of a product in its 
cause or merely union; but its usage in the former 

meaning is more common. Now speech, not being a 
108 
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product of mind, cannot be dissolved in it. Reference is 
therefore made to its function ; and as it depends upon 
mind, it may be said to be dissolved in it. 

Final decision. This is stated in the sutra : 

I. i 

Speech (unites with) mind ; because this is seen, and 
is stated in the veda. 

Speech— i.e., the organ of speech itself—unites with 
the mind ; for it is seen that when speech has ceased to 
function, the mind continues to work (1). 

2. Objection. This fact may be explained with 
reference to the cessation of the function of speech. 
Reply. What is seen is supported by the text under 
consideration, which uses the term vale (speech). If the 
term be understood to mean the function of speech, it 
will be resorting to a secondary meaning. This is one 
objection. Another is that if the organ of speech re¬ 
mains, but that its function only has ceased, it must be 
perceived ; but it is not. Hence it may be concluded 
that the organ itself is merged in the mind. The term 
sampadyate is used not in the sense of dissolution, but in 
the other sense of mere union (2). 


(1) It is appropriate that what has ceased to work 
should be merged in what is still active ; as fire, that is 
quiescent, is dormant within wood, which is variously 
utilised. 

(2) It may be thought that this is not the recognised 
usage. Be it so. But the first view is not free from objec¬ 
tion. If the term sampadyate be taken to mean dissolution 
then it is not correct to say that the function of speech is 
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2. ara ^ I 

For the very same reason all the other organs follow 
it (speech). 

Because speech unites with the mind, but is not 
dissolved in it, all the other organs—sensory and motor 
—are appropriately stated to follow speech and to unite 
with the mind. The statement is thus made “ With the 
senses uniting with the mind without the possibility of 
their return from it 


Sub-section 2 
3. rRWSTOvTCRi. I 

That mind (unites) with prana •, this appears from 
what follows. 

“ That mind ”—the mind united to all the senses. 
The union is of the mind itself, and not merely of its 
function. 

While the argument in the preceding sub-section 
applies to this case also, the reason for adding a sub¬ 
section is this. From the chandogya text “ The mind, 

dissolved in the mind ; for its material cause is the organ 
of speech itself, while the mind is only the operative cause 
and dissolution of a product is in its material cause only. 
Hence, the term sampadyate will be used in a secondary 
sense, as also the term vak (speech) as already stated. The 
final decision is open to criticism on one point only— viz., that 
a meaning is adopted for the term sampadyate, that is not 
the common one. Hence, the conclusion stated in the sutra 
remains unshaken. The two reasons stated in it constitute 
but one reason ; for they are interdependent. 
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my dear, is a product of earth ” (VI-6-5), the mind 
appears to have evolved from earth; and the text 
“ They (water) created earth ” {Ibid., VI-2-4) states that 
earth came from water. Hence one might presume that 
the mind has evolved indirectly from water. The text 
“ Prana is a product of water ” {Ibid., VI-6-5) connects 
water and prUria as cause and effect, and it may be 
assumed that in the sentence “ the mind unites with 
prana " the term prana stands for water; and it may 
then mean that mind is dissolved in water. To show 
that this view is erroneous this sub-section has been 
added. The error will be evident, when it is remembered 
that the mind evolves from ahamkara, and prana is a 
variety of air. And in understanding prana to mean 
water, the primary meaning of the term is ignored for 
no sufficient reason. What then is the meaning of the 
.texts quoted ? Reply. The meaning is that mind receives 
strength from food, which is a modification of earth, and 
prana from water. 

Sub-section 3 

4. | 

It ( prUna ) unites with its lord ; (this is seen) from its 
approaching him and the rest. 

The third sentence of the text quoted under the 
first sutra is now considered, viz., “ prana (unites) with 
the element fire”. The first view is that as in the 
other two cases praria unites only with the element fire 
and for the same reason ; viz., the statement in the text. 
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The sutra states the final decision , which is that prdria 
first unites with its lord, i.e., the jiva, and along with 
him it unites with fire. Here is an analogy. When it 
is said that the Jamna unites with the sea, it means that 
it first joins the Ganges, and then reaches the sea. 
That this is what takes place will be seen from the 
following texts: 

In the very same way all pranas proceed towards 
this Utmd (jiva) at the time of death (bpihad., VI-3-38). 

By the expression ‘ the rest ’ in the sutra reference 
is made to the departure of prana with the jiva : 

Him, going out of the body, praya follows out of the 
body ( bfihad VI-4-2). 

Reference is also made to its remaining with the jiva : 

What is it on the departure of which from the body 
I also depart, and on the staying of which I also stay 
(prasna., VI-3). 

These are the words of a jiva, and reference is 
made to prana. From this intimate connection with 
the jiva, prana first goes to him, and with him it unites 
with the element fire. 


Sub-section 4 
5 - 3=^: I 

S3 

(It unites) with the elements -, this is stated by the 
veda. 

The union of prana and jiva with the element fire 
has been stated. Does this union take place with that 
element only, or with all the elements compounded ? 
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The first view is that it is only with the element 
fire ; for that only is mentioned. The sutra states the 
final decision. For it is stated: 

This jiva is “ full of earth, full of water, full of 
air, full of ether, full of lire ” ( brihad VI-4-5). 

This shows that the jiva wanders connected with 
all the elements. 


Does prdna unite with these in order with one of 
these at each step ? The text quoted will permit of this 
view being taken. The next sutra replies : 

6. % I 

Not with one at each step ; for the veda and ftmritis 
show this. 

For, the elements were unable to do anything, each 
acting by itself, and they were therefore compounded. 
This is stated: 

I will enter these three devatas as the inner ruler of 
this jiva and make diverse names and forms. Of them I 
will make each triple (chundo., VI-3-2 and 3). 

This states that the elements were compounded in 
order that they might become fit for the making of 
diverse names and forms. This is stated in a 
smriti also: 

When the products, beginning with mahat and ending 
with the great elements, remained separate, they had differ¬ 
ent capacities. They were unable to create the products of 
evolution without mixing and combining with one another. 
Mixing and combining with one another, they formed the 
egg-shaped universe (vishnu, 1-2-53 and 54). 
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Hence by the term “ fire ” reference is made to fire 
compounded with the other elements. 


Sub-section 5 

The question for consideration in this sub-section is 
whether the mode of departure herein described applies 
to all equally, or only to those that do not do meditation. 
The first view is that the latter alternative is the correct 
one. For the meditator is said to attain immortality 
even while he is here ; there is therefore no need for 
him to depart. This is stated : 

When all the desires, that were in his heart, are 
released, then the mortal becomes immortal ; here he 
enjoys Brahma ( brihad ., VI-4-7). 

The final decision is stated in the sutra : 

7. | 

(The mode of departure) is common up to the begin¬ 
ning of the path. The immortality is merely what 
is to be attained without burning (the connection 
with the body). 

Even the meditator departs from the body in the 
manner pointed out, until the path commences, i.e„ 
until he enters the blood vessel. For, it is stated that 
he too gets out through a particular blood vessel: 

There are one hundred and one blood vessels of the 
heart ; of them one goes to the top of the head. He, that 
rises through it, attains immortality ; the other blood vessels 
are for other ways of getting out (chando., VIII-6-6). 
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As it is clear from this text that even the meditator 
passes along a particular blood vessel, he cannot avoid 
departure from the body. The mode of departure is the 
same, until this point is reached ; for there is no men¬ 
tion of a difference. When the blood vessel is entered, 
the divergence begins as stated in the following text: 

With that light this atma gets out through the eye, 
through the top of the head or through other places of the 
body (bfthad ., VI-4-2). 

As this text has the same meaning as the chandogya 
text, departure through the top of the head pertains to 
the meditator, and the other ways i pertain to the others. 

2. This being so, the text relied on in the first view 
must be explained in another way ; and this is done 
by the second part of the sutra. The immortality refer¬ 
red to is only such as can be attained before the con¬ 
nection with the body and the senses is burnt up ; and 
this is the destruction of previous karma and the 
non-sticking of the subsequent one. And the enjoyment of 
Brahma here is the enjoyment, that one has during 
meditation. 


In the next four sutras the same conclusion is 
supported by other arguments: 

8. i 

It (explanation offered) holds ; because until Brahma 
is reached, samsara is said to remain. 

It will be explained that Brahma is reached by 
going to a particular place by the path known as 
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devayana. Until then there is samsQra, meaning 
connection with the body. See the following texts: 

For him (who thus meditates) there is delay only as 
long as he is not released (from his body); and then he is 
united to Sat ( chando ., VT-14-2); Shaking off sin as a horse 
shakes off the hair on its body, released from the body, as 
the moon is released from the mouth of rah a (in an eclipse), 
throwing off the body, I will reach the eternal Brahma - 
world, the purpose of my life having been attained (chUndn., 
VIII-13-1). 

9. | 

A subtle body remains ; because it is so seen from 
vedic texts. 

A subtle body continues on the devayana. For 
it is said that he enters into a colloquy (1) with the 
moon ; and this implies that he has a body. Hence his 
bondage has not been burnt up. 

10. i 

Hence immortality by the destruction of bondage is 
not meant. 

4 Meant ’—by the text quoted by the opponent. This 
Hutra is intended to refute the view that one may be 
released, while he lives in a body here (2). This is 
opposed to numerous vedic texts, such as those enjoining 
meditation, which continues to the close of one’s life, 


(1) The meditator has to go to the moon on the 
devayana ; and he is asked by the moon “ who art thou ” 
He replies ( kaushltaki , 1-13). 

(2) The view that one may be released, while he 
remains in his body was held by Sankara ; and it is refuted 
in sub-section 4 of chapter I, section 1, the refutation being 
put into the mouth of the second illusionist. The statement 

109 
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and describing departure from the body, journey on 
the devayana, and release from all bonds on reaching a 
particular place. It is also opposed to sense perception. 


that one remaining in a body is released is as contradictory 
as to say ‘ my mother is barren ’; for to be in a body is 
bondage ; being without a body alone is release. 

Sankara. While one appears to be in a body, if he 
knows the appearance to be unreal, he is released from the 
body, i.e., he is a jlvan-mukta. 

Critic. No ; if a person is released by the knowledge 
that the appearance of being in a body is unreal, how can 
the person be said to be jlvan-mukta ? What is the difference 
between this release and the release of one that is without 
a body ? From him too the unreal appearance of being in a 
body has been removed. 

Sankara. The appearance of being in a body has 
been nullified; but it continues like the perception of the 
moon as double by one with a cataract in the eye. Such a 
person is jlvan-mukta. 

Critic. You cannot allege that the appearance has 
been nullified ; and that it yet continues. In the case of 
the double moon its appearance is due to a real defect in the 
eye ; this is not removed by the assurance of a reliable 
person that there is but one moon; and the appearance 
therefore continues, even though the person’s erroneous 
impression has been removed, But in the case under 
consideration the knowledge, that removes the misconception, 
covers everything other than Brahma. Avidyti, karma and 
the rest, which are the causes of the unreal appearance, have 
been removed along with that appearance by the knowledge. 
The view that one may be released while he remains in a body 
is opposed to vedic teaching. ‘ For him there is delay only 
so long as he is not released (from his body); then he is 
united to Sat ” (chdndo ., VI-14-2). This shows that the 
release of one doing sad vidya awaits only the falling away 
of the body, and thus denies jivan-mukti. It is also denied 
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The warmth (perceived in some parts of a dying man’s 
body) belongs to the subtle body alone ; and this 
is appropriate. 

When the meditator is about to die, a warmth is 
perceived in a part of the gross body, which does not 
pertain to it. If it did, it would be perceived throughout 
as stated in the text “ It heats its body from the foot to 
the head” (nara., 11-10). The warmth is therefore due 
to the subtle body, as it withdraws gradually from the 
gross body. The conclusion is that until the path is 
entered, the mode of departure of even the meditator 
is the same. 


The opponent brings up two other texts as expressly 
denying departure of the meditator. This objection is 
stated in the next sutra, and is then refuted: 

12. qf^taifqg | 

If it be contended “ Departure is denied ”, the reply is 
— No; because departure from the atvia is 
denied ; and this is clear in the text of some.” 

See Vedic Texts— brihad., VI, sec. 4. The first verse 
states that the dying man takes his senses, and comes 
out of the heart. The second verse describes the mode 

by Apastamba. “ Let one abandon the deeds leading to 
worldly fruits, this world and that world, and seek the atma. 
The view that release comes from the knowledge of texts is 
refuted by texts dealing with release. If release did take 
place from mere knowledge of texts, one should not then 
experience pain even here-” 
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of departure ; the fourth verse shows how he attains a 
new body, and in verse 6 the subject of the departure of 
one that does not do meditation is brought to a close. 
Then this text relating to the meditator occurs: 

Next, as to one that does not desire. Of him that is 
without desire, from whom desire has departed, that has no 
further desire, and whose desire is centred on the Atma, 
prarias do not depart. Being Brahma alone, he attains 
Brahma ( bpihad, ., VI-4-6). 

Similar denial of departure is contained in the 
texts which describe the colloquy between Artabhaga 
and Yajnavalkya ( brihad, ., V-2). Verse 10 refers to the 
overcoming of death (So the opponent understands the 
text); and verse 11 runs as follows: “ When this person 
dies, do the pranas depart from him or no ? ” To this 
question the following reply was given “ No,” said 
Yajnavalkya, “ They are dissolved in him ; he swells and 
inflated lies dead.” The opponent concludes that the 
meditator attains immortality here alone. 

The sutra replies that what is denied is the depar¬ 
ture of the pranas from the jiva, not from the body. 
The term tasya (of him) in the first text refers to the 
jiva described in it as without desire, but not to the 
body, of which no mention is made in the context. 
Objection. By its termination the term tasya indicates 
merely the connection of pranas with the jiva, but not 
the place from which'departure takes place. That from 
which the departure takes place is the body alone. 
Reply, When it is said that the prarias do not depart, 
one will wish to know the place of departure ; and he 
will naturally take hold of the jiva, who is mentioned 
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as connected with prcinas and who is at hand, in pre¬ 
ference to the body, to which no reference whatever is 
made. Again, there is no object in understanding the 
termination to indicate connection of pranas with the 
jiva ; for this connection is already well-known. The 
connection in general, which is expressed by the termi¬ 
nation, may be taken to refer to a particular form of 
connection, viz., the place of departure. There is an 
analogy in the sentence “ He hears of the nata ” (dancer), 
(natasya ), the meaning being ‘ he hears from him ’. It 
is unnecessary to discuss the question further ; for in the 
text of the mclndhyandinas the jiva himself is stated to 
be the place of departure, the term used being tasmat 
(from him) instead of tasya (of him). 

2. Objection again. There was no question whether 
prcinas depart from the jiva ; and its denial would there¬ 
fore be inappropriate. Reply. When it is said “ For him 
there is delay only so long as he is not released from 
the body ” (chtindo., VI-14-2), one will carry away the 
impression that the meditator would reach Brahma, 
when he throws up his gross body, and that then prcLyas 
would leave him. If this were a fact, it would not be 
possible for him to proceed on the devaytlna path, and 
reach Brahma. To remove this erroneous impression the 
upanishad declares that pranas do not depart from the 
jiva. That is, they do not separate from him, until the 
journey is finished and the goal is reached. 

3. The other text, on which the opponent relies, 
should be explained in the same manner, if it referred to 
the meditator. But it does not ; for in the questions and 
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answers preceding the text (See Vedic Texts) there is no 
reference to meditation on Brahma. The subjects dis¬ 
cussed are the nature of the senses and of the corres¬ 
ponding sense objects referred to by the terms graha and 
atigraha , fire being the food of water, the non-separation 
of prcLnas from one about to die, the continuance of the 
departing jiva's good or evil repute, and his reaching a 
goal suitable to his karma. The words in verse 10 “ He 
overcomes death ” states that one that knows water to 
be the death of fire overcomes fire, but not death. There 
is therefore no mention here of one doing brahma vidycL. 
The statement that pranas do not depart from the dying 
person means that they do not leave him as the gross 
body does, but that they cling to him as the subtle 
elements do and go with him. 

13. ^ 1 

And it is stated in the nmfitis also. 

The departure of the meditator through the blood 
vessel going to the head is thus stated : 

There is one among them, which goes upward ; one 
going by this pierces the orb of the sun, and passing beyond 
the world of Brahma , attains the highest goal (i ijajna 
smriti, III-167). 


Sub-section 6 

It has been shown that the jiva with the senses, the 
mind and prana unites at the point of death with the 
elements in a subtle condition ; and the view that depar¬ 
ture from the body does not happen to the meditator 
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has been refuted. It will now be considered whether 
the subtle elements go on to do the work suitable to the 
jiva's karma or meditation, or whether they unite with 
the highest Atma. The first view is that they go on to 
do their work. For there is no object in going to the 
highest Atntil , as no pleasure or pain has to be experi¬ 
enced by the jiva by doing so. The suira states the 
final decision : 

14. mfa qt I 

They unite with the highest Atma ; for so says 
the veda. 

For it is said “ Fire unites with the highest devata " 
(chando ., VI-8-6). It should be assumed that a purpose 
exists in accordance with the vedic statement; and the 
purpose is to give the jiva some rest after the fatigues 
of the departure. This is analogous to the rest taken 
every day in deep sleep, and in the dissolution of the 
universe. 


Sub-section 7 

15. aifapnfft I 

By ‘uniting ’ is meant a union in which the united 
things cannot be separated ; because this is stated. 

This union with the highest Atma —of what nature 
is it ? Is it like the merging of a product in its cause as 
in final dissolution, or is it an intimate union as the 
union of speech with the mind ? The first view is that 
it is the former, as the highest Atma is the material 
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cause of everything. The final decision is stated in the 
sutra. In the text “ Fire with the highest devata " the 
word sampadyate (unites) is brought down from the 
beginning of the sentence and is added. In the other 
clauses the term denotes a particular kind of union ; 
and there is no authority for taking it to denote any¬ 
thing else here. Nor is any purpose served at the time 
of departure by the body being dissolved in the cause. 
If this were the intention, there would be mention of 
creation following the dissolution as in other places; 
but this is not observed. 


SUB-SECTION 8 

The mode of departure from the body of the medi¬ 
tator and of others has been described ; and it has been 
stated to be the same. Now begins the divergence. The 
further progress of the meditator is stated in the 
following text: 

There are one hundred and one blood vessels of the 
heart; of them one goes to the top of the head. He, that 
rises through it, attains immortality; the other blood 
vessels are for other ways of getting out ( chUndo ., VIII-6-6). 

The question for consideration is whether this text fixes 
that the meditator should go out through the blood 
vessels going to the top of the head, and that others 
should go out through others, or whether he may do so 
by any other. The first view is that the blood vessel 
is not fixed; for the blood vessels are numberless and 
very minute ; and the departing jiva cannot distinguish 
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the particular blood vessel from the others, and enter it. 
The text merely states what may happen occasionally. 
The final decision is stated in the sutra : 

16. ftaraiqwifa^jrag- 

That place is lit up at the entrance into the blood 
vessel. Favoured by Brahma in the heart, he sees 
the entrance and goes out through the one hundred 
and first blood vessel. The favour is secured by the 
merit of the meditation and the daily thought of 
the path as a part of it. 

The meditator gets out only by the blood vessel, 
which rises to the top of the head. For, his meditation, 
being the worship of the highest Atma, pleases Him; 
and being present in the heart, He enables him to see 
the entrance to the blood vessel, and to pass out 
through it. 


SUB-SECTION 9 

Getting out of the body, the meditator is said to 
go on to the sun, along with his rays: 

When he gets out of this body, then he goes up 
only with these rays (of the sun) ( chando ., VIII-6-5). 

The question for consideration is whether this 
limitation is appropriate or not. The first view is that 
it is not; for when one dies at night, how is he to 
proceed, the sun’s rays being then absent? The text 
quoted relates to the case in which such departure is 

possible. The sutra disposes of this doubt, 
no 
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He proceeds, following the sun’s rays 

The meditator goes on only along the sun’s rays ; 
for this is affirmed by the particle eva (only). If this 
were only one of several ways, then the particle would 
be meaningless. The difficulty pointed out in the first 
view does not exist; for even at night the sun’s rays are 
available, as one may know from the experiencing of 
heat during summer. In winter the heat, being over¬ 
powered by cold, is not perceived as on a rainy day. 
The ever-present connection of blood-vessels with the 
sun’s rays is declared in a vedic text: 

As a long high road enters two villages, this and 
that, in the very same way these rays of the sun enter two 
worlds—this and that. They extend from that sun, and enter 
these blood vessels ; they extend from these blood vessels 
and enter that sun ( chando ., VIII-6-2). 


Sub-section 10 

To proceed to consider whether the meditator dying 
at night reaches the highest Atma or no. The first 
view is ‘ No ’; for dying at night is condemned, and dying 
by day is praised. 

The day, the bright fortnight and the half-year of 
the sun’s northward progress are praiseworthy to the dying ; 
the contrary is condemned. 

The praise and condemnation are based on the fact 
that death in the day leads one upward and death at 
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night leads one downward. Death at night therefore 
leads one downward, and cannot lead him to the 
highest Atmcl. 

The final decision is stated in the sutra : 

18. %i i 

If it be contended “ One dying at night (does not 
reach Brahma) ” the reply is ‘ No ; because one’s 
connection with karma lasts only as long as the 
body remains ; and this is shown ”. 

The meditator is released from all karma at death. 
That portion of the previous karma, that had not begun 
to yield fruit, perished when meditation was attained. 
The remainder lasted only till the last body was thrown 
away. And any karma, that might be done uncon¬ 
sciously since the attainment of meditation, does not 
stick to him. Thus, there being no karma, that can lead 
one downward, the reaching of the highest Atmcl is 
certain. That this is the case is shown by the following 
text: “ For him there is delay, only so long as he is not 
released (from the body); then he is united to Sat ’ 
(chando., VI-14-2). The opponent’s text applies to those 
that do not do Brahma vidya. 


Sub-section 11 


19. 3T^iq%sfq 1 

And for the same reason even in the case of death in 
the half-year of the sun’s southward progress. 
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The reason urged in the case of death at night 
applies with equal force to the case of death in the half- 
year of the sun's southward progress. Question. Why 
then is a new sub-section added ? Reply. Because there 
is a further doubt in this latter case. Here is a text 
which states that one dying in the half-year of the sun’s 
southward progress reaches the moon: 

Next one, that dies in the half-year of the sun’s 
southward progress, attains the greatness of the pitris and 
becomes like the moon (nU.ro., anu., 52). 

Another text states that those, that go to the moon, 
return to the earth, when that (karma) of those ends ; 
then they return by the very same path (chando., 
V-10-5). There is also the example of Bhlshma , who was 
a meditator, and who waited for the half-year of the sun’s 
northward progress to die. The conclusion is that one 
that dies in the half-year under consideration does not 
reach the highest AtmU. 

This doubt is thus removed. One going to the moon 
returns to earth, only if he did not do brahma vidyci. In 
the case of the meditator the going to the moon is mere¬ 
ly for the purpose of taking rest on his way to the 
highest heaven. For a sentence that follows the text 
states: 

The brahmana, that meditates, overcomes both the 
greatness of the sun and of the moon, and after that he 
attains the greatness of Brahma • 

Even without this text the reaching of Brahma is 
certain ; for, as already stated, there is no more karma 
to bind him. As to the case of Bhlshma cited, it should 
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be remembered that owing to the practice of 
yoga he was able to select the moment of death, 
and that he waited for the half-year of the sun's 
northward progress in order to show its superiority to 
the world. 


The opponent now refers to certain verses of the 
bhayavad glta, which in his opinion refer to particular 
times, dying at which the meditator returns to earth. 
The verses are: 

I will declare that path ( kala ), proceeding along 
which yogis will not return, and that path also from which 
they will return. The light—fire, the day, the bright fort¬ 
night, the six months of the sun’s northward progress— 
persons meditating on Brahma go along this path and reach 
Brahma. Smoke, the night, the dark fortnight, the six 
months of the sun’s southward progress—the man of good 
deeds goes along this path, reaches the light of the moon, 
and returns. These paths-the bright path and the dark 
path—followed by the world are considered to be eternal. 
By one path one does not return ; by the other he returns 
(VIII-23 to 26). 

20. qtfor. siffcnqct ^ i 

And those two paths to be meditated on are taught 
to meditators. 

The verses were not intended to say when persons 
should die. The object was to tell those that meditate 
on Brahma to include the two paths in their daily medi¬ 
tation. So the subject is concluded : 

Knowing those paths, no yogi (meditator) is deluded. 
Therefore at all times meditate on them {glta, VIII-27). 
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The references to the light—fire, and to smoke are to 
the two paths—-the devay&na and the pitriyana. Hence, 
the reference to time in the opening verse is to the 
devatas in charge of time, who are among those that 
carry the meditator to his goal. If the term Mia 
(time) were understood in its primary sense, it would be 
inapplicable to fire. 



W3cT HFHiKTO W I 


CHAPTER IV 
SECTION 3 

IT has been shown how the meditator gets out of the 
body at death, and how through the grace of the highest 
Atma in his heart he enters on the path to the goal by 
passing through a particular blood vessel, This path is 
examined in this section. 


Sub-section 1 

The descriptions given of this path in the various 
upanishads differ. See Vedic Texts. Two texts of the 
chandogya describe the path thus: Light, day, half¬ 
month, half-year, year, the sun, the moon and lightning. 
The purusha in the last takes the jiva to Brahma. Bfihad 
Urariyaka , chapter VIII, section 2, gives the following 
items: light, day, half-month, half-year, devaloka, the 
sun, and lightning ; the purusha in lightning carries the 
jiva to Brahma-world. Chapter VII, section 10 of the 
same upanishad mentions the following— Vdyu, the sun, 
and the moon. The kaushltaki has agni loka and the 
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worlds of Vdyu, Varuna, the sun, Indra and Prajapati. 
The jiva then goes to the world of Brahma. Hence the 
doubt arises whether the path beginning with light is 
the only one prescribed by all the texts, along which the 
meditator reaches Brahma or whether there are other 
paths with Option to the jiva to proceed along any one 
of them. The first view is that there are many paths, 
as their descriptions differ, and as they are independent 
of one another. The final decision is stated in the 
sutra : 

1. i 

Along the path beginning with light; because this is 
well-known. 

This one path alone is described in all the texts; 
and the meditator goes by that alone ; for this alone is 
recalled, when the various descriptions are perused. This 
being so, it is concluded that the same is described in 
all the texts with additions or deductions. In the case 
of meditations, where the intention is ascertained to be 
to teach but one meditation, the attributes mentioned in 
one place are taKen into account in another. Similarly, 
in the case of the path, the items mentioned in one place 
should be taken into consideration in others (l). 

(1) There is this difference between the two cases. 
In meditations, though the subjeot is one, as the attributes 
are endless, it is not possible to meditate on all of them ; 
and it was settled that meditations are different, when the 
attributes differ. But in the case of the path, as the items 
do not exceed twelve at the most, they can be meditated on 
and in accordance with the recognition of the path as one 
it is decided to be one. 
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In the cMndogya the description in the upakosala 
and five-fires vidycis is the same. In the bfihad 
ftranyaka, chapter VIII, section 2, the same is repeated 
with two variations. In the other two texts the items 
fire and the sun indicate that the path is one. 


Sub-section 2 

The variations are reconciled in this and the next 
sub-sections. 

2 . 

Vayu after the year. This is known from the general 
term and the particular term. 

Comparing the chandogya texts with the first 
brihad dranyaka text, it will be observed that the year 
intervenes between the half-year and the sun in the 
former, and devaloka (world of the devas) in the latter(l). 
The path being one, both the year and the world of the 
devas should be included in it. The question is which 
should come first. The order is indicated by the case- 
termination of the term masa (mdsebhyas ) in the two 
texts and this is sruti, and both srutis are of equal 
validity. But as the terms denoting periods of time are 


(1) The original quotes portions of the four texts at 
each step; but as they are shown in one place in the 
Vedic Texts, the quotations are omitted here. The items 
of the path being stated here in the order in which they 
are enumerated, the discussions may be followed easily. 

m 
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so arranged, that periods of shorter duration are follow¬ 
ed by periods of longer duration, one’s mind goes to the 
year from the half-year. The year should therefore be 
placed after the half-year. Then will come the world 
of the devas. This is stated in the first half of the 
sutra. 

2. In the second brihad dranyaka text Vdyu is 
mentioned before the sun; while the kaushltaki text 
places him after Agni. The order in the latter is the 
order of enumeration in the text; while in the former 
the order is expressly stated by the word urdhva (above). 
This is order stated by sruti, and being of greater 
validity, it cancels the other order, and Vdyu is given a 
place immediately before the sun. See Introduction, 
para 26. 

3. Thus after the year and before the sun, there 
are the two items—the world of the devas and vdyu ; 
and it has now to be considered whether they indicate 
different things, or one thing only. The first view is 
that they are different. As by the term urdhva and the 
termination of the fifth case both are stated to he 
between the year and the sun, as the order is 
indicated by sruti in each case, and as there is no reason 
to make a difference, the meditator may go to either. 
The second half of the sutra states that they are one, 
and that the meditator after leaving the year should go 
to Vdyu. For, the expression ‘ the world of the devas ’ 
refers to Vdyu in general terms ; as it is stated elsewhere 
“That which blows is the house of the devas". The 
other term vdyu is a particular term, and both indicate 
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but one devata. The term vayuloka in the kaushltaki 
text should be understood like the expression agniloka to 
mean Vayu, who is a world. 


Sub-section 3 

Take the kaushltaki text. The first item is agniloka ; 
and this is synonymous with archis (light) in the 
chundogya text. It therefore comes first. Vayu is 
placed after the year. The sun though mentioned after 
Varuna, the order is cancelled by the order indicated by 
sruti in the brihad aranyaka text, and he is placed after 
Vayu; thus nine items on the path and their order have 
been settled. The position of Varuya, Indra and 
Prajapati mentioned in the kaushltaki text has to be 
determined. Are they to be placed after Vayu following 
the order of enumeration in that text, or whether they 
come in after lightning. 

The first view is as follows: To bring them in 
anywhere would conflict with the order expressly stated 
in the texts ; and to place them after lightning would be 
objectionable, as the chandogya text states that the 
person in lightning leads the jivas to Brahma. There 
is therefore no room for them anywhere; but as the 
teaching should not become meaningless, it is necessary 
to break the order somewhere. Following the order of 
enumeration, Varuna should be placed after Vayu. The 
order between Vayu and the sun being thus broken, 
Indra and Prajapati may as well go in only there. 
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The final decision is stated in the sutra : 

3. I 

Above lightning Varuna ; because of the connection 
between them. 

Varuna is connected with lightning. He is the 
lord of waters and controls clouds ; and lightning appear 
in clouds. This connection of lightning with Varuna is 
well known in the world and in the veda. This is the 
order suggested by appropriateness, and should cancel 
the order of enumeration. The function of the super¬ 
human personage to carry meditators to Brahma should 
be accepted as subject to intervention by others. Indra 
and Prajapati, having been also mentioned, should find 
a place; and should come after Varuna , on the principle 
that new comers should come at the end (Introduction, 
para 27). 

SUB-SECTION 4 

Who are these—light, day, and the rest up to 
Prajclpati mentioned in connection with the path—are 
they landmarks on the path, or places of enjoyment, or 
carriers deputed by the highest Atmci ? The first view is 
that they are landmarks ; for so they appear. When 
one has to go to a village, directions are given to him 
as follows: Starting from this go to that tree ; then to 
that stream ; then to the side of that hill ; and then 
you will reach the village. Or they are places of 
enjoyment. For, four of the items are well-known to 
denote periods of time and cannot appropriately indicate 
marks on the road ; and the other items do not denote 



SUB-SEC. 4] 


FINAL DECISION 


885 


periods of time. On the other hand they are stated to 
be places of enjoyment in the following text: ‘They 
alone are worlds— viz., day and night, half-months, 
months, seasons and years.' This fits in with the descrip¬ 
tion of the path by the kaushltaki text, using the term 
loka (world). 

The final decision is stated in the sutra : 

4. I 

They are persons deputed to take meditators to 
Brahma ; because there is indication of this. 

There is a mark of their being carriers in the text 
“That person, not human, leads them to Brahma ” 
(chando., IV-15-5 and tj). This is found at the end of 
the context; and as there is no difference in this respect 
between lightning and those mentioned before, it is 
concluded that this description applies to all of them. 
The terms light, day and the rest denote certain devatas, 
who control what is ordinarily denoted by them. This 
usage is similar to “ Earth said to him ”. 


Question. If this be so, bow can Varuna and the 
other two, who come after him, be reckoned as carriers? 
The next siitfa replies : 

5. I 

After that the carrying is only by the person in 
lightning •, because it is so stated. 
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“ After that ” means after lightning. The text 
quoted refers only to him. Varuna and the other two 
assist him; and for that reason they also are reckoned 
as carriers. 


Sub-section 5 

It has now to be considered who are the meditators 
that are carried. 

6. Sfiiq siEdfcPl UcgqqTi: I 

One meditating on Brahma , the product ; so Badari 
thinks. In him progress on the path is appropriate. 

This sutra states one view. This being, the four¬ 
faced one, abides in a limited place, and to reach him, 
going along a path is appropriate enough. But the 
highest Atma, the final cause, the all-knowing, the 
inner ruler of all, is omnipresent; and the meditator 
need not go anywhere to reach Him. For He is ever 
present with him. What meditation has to do is merely 
to remove his avidya or ignorance in regard to the 
highest Atma. Hence the carriers carry the medita¬ 
tors only to the four-faced one. 

7 . | 

And because the goal is particularised. 

The brihad aranyaka text refers to the worlds of 
Brahma as the place to which the meditator is carried. 
The word “ world ” and the plural should be noted ; and 
they refer to a being living in a particular world. There 
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is another text, which is clearer still—“ I will go to the 
house in the form of the hall of Prajapati ” ( chando ., 
VIII-14-1). So does one think, that has travelled on the 
path and approaches the four-faced one. 


The holder of this view anticipates two objections : 
The first objection is that in the chandogya text the 
expression used is brahma, but not brahmanam, which 
would be the proper form, if reference were made to the 
four-faced one. This objection is replied to in the next 
sij.tra: 

8. uihFTTu t 

But that expression has been used, because of his 
nearness to Brahma. 

Because the four-faced one was the first to come 
forth, he is near to the highest AtmQ, and is denoted by 
the term brahma. That this is the proper view is decided 
for the reasons stated in the two preceding sutras. 


The second objection is that the person, that goes 
on the path, attains immortality, and does not return to 
samsara. This could not happen, if the four-faced one 
were the goal. For he is a product of evolution and 
his life being two parardhas , he must perish at the end. 
This is stated: 

All the worlds including the wor.d of BrahmU, are 
perishable ; and one that goes to them must return 
{hhagavad glta., VIII-16). 
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One that goes to him must return. The next sutra 
replies: 

When the evolved world perishes, along with its lord 
the meditator goes from thence to the highest 
Atma. This is stated. 

‘ The evolved world,’ the world of Brahma , the 
four-faced one. ‘ Along with its lord ’—with the four¬ 
faced one, an officer in the economy of nature. He goes 
when the term of his office expires. He too meditates 
on Brahma in the midst of his duties; and if the 
jiva too, that goes to him, meditates, they both reach 
the highest Atma. Hence the attainment of immortality 
and non-return to this world, stated as the results to 
be reaped by going along the path, are appropriate 
enough. This is known from the following text also: 
‘ All of them, when the last body falls away, reach 
the highest Being free from mortality in His world 
and are released ’ ( nara. t 10-22). 

10 . | 

And this is stated in the sm.p.ti. 

When the time for dissolution comes, all of them 
along with Brahma enter the highest goal, attaining their 
true nature (kUrma purana). 

Badari's view is that the carriers take only one 
that meditates on the four-faced one. 


In opposition to Badari's view Jaimini comes for¬ 
ward with his own view : 
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11. qt I 

The goal is the highest Atma .; this is the view of 
Jaimini ; because this is the primary meaning of 
the term brahma. 

In the text “ He takes them to Brahma ” ( chando ., 
IV-15-6) the term brahma denotes only the highest 
Atma primarily. It is only when it has been decided 
on sufficient authority that it denotes the evolved being 
known as Hiranyagarbha , that the adoption of a secon¬ 
dary meaning is permissible. What has been urged— 
that to reach Brahma progress along the path is 
inappropriate—is no authority. Though the highest 
Atma is everywhere, the meditator should go to a 
particular place, before his avidyd, can disappear. As 
one attains meditation with the help of the duties of his 
caste and stage of life, and as he needs also purity 
( saucha ), right conduct ( achara) and particular place and 
time, so the perfection of meditation down to the entire 
disappearance of avidya requires that the meditator 
should go to a particular place. This is known from the 
texts describing the path. The objections to the 
departure of the meditator from the body have been 
already disposed of. See chapter IY, section 2, sub¬ 
section 5. 

2. The other argument that the term ‘ world ’ and 
the plural termination point to a being living in a parti¬ 
cular world may be easily disposed of. By a rule of ml- 
mamsa (See Introduction, para 29-iii) the term brahma- 
loka means Brahma, who is the world. When oneness of 
the thing has been ascertained, the plural should be 
na 
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ignored as stated in Introduction, para 34. Further, 
there are many worlds which have been created by the 
will of the highest Atma, which pertain only to Him, 
and which are made of a substance other than matter. 
That such worlds exist may be seen from the veda, the 
smritis, itihasas and pur anas. 

12. I 

And because this is stated. 

The upanishad shows that one, that gets out of the 
body through the blood vessel going to the top of the 
head, and proceeds along the path, reaches the highest 

Atma — 

This jiva rises from this body, reaches the highest 
Light and appears in his own form (chilndo., VIU-12-2). 

13. st r qstfircrfei: 1 

And the thought of the meditator is not of what has 
evolved. 

In the text “ I will go to the house in the form of the 
hall of Prajapati ” (chando ., VIII-14-1), the thought is not 
of the four-faced one, but of the highest Atma alone. 
For, the remainder of the text runs as follows : 

I am the atma of brahma gas , the atma of kshattriyas, 
the atma of Daisy as, etc. 

This shows that the meditator thinks that he would 
be released from all avidyd, and that he would be identi¬ 
fied with the inner ruler of all. Immediately before 
this is the following text: 

Shaking off karma, as a horse shakes off the hair on 
its body, released from the body, as the moon is released 
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from the mouth of rO.hu (in an eclipse), and throwing off the 
body, I will reach the eternal Brahma- world, tho purpose of 
my life having been attained (chando., VIII-13-1). 

This shows that the world to be reached has not 
been made. This is the literal meaning of the term 
akritam (not made) in the original; and release from all 
bondage is expressly stated. Hence, the meditator is 
carried by the carrying devatas to Brahma , the highest 
Atma alone. 


Badarayana accepts Jaimini s view and supplements 
it in the next sutra: 

14. ipkm otw ^ Crt- 

TiPfigsi i 

(The devatas) carry all except those that meditate on 
pratlka ; this is Badarayana's view. Both the 
other views stated are erroneous ; and there is the 
rule that one becomes what he thinks on. 

The view that those that meditate on the four-faced 
one are carried along the path is not sound ; nor is the 
limitation to only those that meditate on the highest 
Atma correct. Those that are not carried are those that 
meditate on pratlkas, i.e., on things other than Brahma. 
Meditation on the four-faced one would be of this class. 
Under this description come all those that meditate on 
any product of evolution either in itself or as being the 
highest Atma, like one that meditates on devadatta as 
a lion. Only two classes of meditators are carried along 
the path—those that meditate on the highest Atma as 
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stated by Jaimini , and also those that meditate on them¬ 
selves as divested of all material vehicles and as forming 
a body of the highest Atma, their inner ruler. 

2. The views of both Badari and Jaimini are 
faulty. The view of the former conflicts with the text 
“ ThisjM’a rises from this body, reaches the highest Light ” 
(chando., VIII-12-2) ; and the other view is inconsistent 
with the text which states that one that does the five- 
fires vidycL is carried on the path. The text is: 

Those that thus meditate on it (the nature of the 
jiva), and those that in a jungle meditate on Brahma ( tapas) 
with eagerness, etc. ( chando ., V-10-l). 

What is stated in this text is justified on the princi¬ 
ple “ as one meditates, so he becomes Those that do 
the five-fires vidyci are said to go on the path ; and those 
that go on the path reach the highest Atma and never 
return. Hence, meditation oil the jiva as divested of all 
material vehicles and as forming a body of the highest 
Atmd must be recognised. As to those that meditate on 
names and other products of evolution, they are without 
either of the meditations mentioned in the chandogya 
text; they cannot proceed on the path or reach Brahma. 
Their meditation is on something blended with matter, 
and the principle referred to applies. 


This difference of treatment is shown by the upa- 
nishad itself: 

15. f 


And the veda shows difference. 
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The text is “ As far as names go, so far is he able 
to wander at pleasure” (chcLndo., VII-1-5). There are 
similar statements in the same chapter of the upanishad 
regarding those that meditate on other pratlkas up to 
prana. All of them reap fruits of a limited nature, 
which do not require their going on the path. The 
conclusion is: The carriers do not carry those that 
meditate on an unintelligent object or on a jiva connected 
with it, either as Brahma or in itself ; they carry those 
that meditate on Brahma , and those that meditate on 
themselves as divested of material vehicles and as 
forming a body of Brahma. 
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CHAPTER IV 
SECTION 4 

IN the first three sections of this chapter the 
abandonment by the jiva successively of karma, of the 
gross body and of the subtle body was described. In 
this last section his bliss without limit and non-depend¬ 
ences on any accidental cause are examined. The first 
three sub-sections deal with his appearance in his natural 
form, and the remaining three sub-sections with his 
power to do what he pleases. Both of them come of 
themselves, subject only to the control of the highest 
Atma (adhi ., 518). 


Sub-section 1 

Here is a text: 

In the very same way this jiva rises from this body, 
reaohes the highest Light, and appears in his own form 
{chando ., VIII-12-2). 

Does this text mean that the person described is 
again connected with a body to be made like the body 
of a deva, or that his own form appears. 
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The first view is that the freed jiva is united to a 
newly-made body. Otherwise the teaching as to release 
would point to something undesirable. For, one’s natural 
form in itself is seen to be undesirable. When a person 
sleeps, and the activities of his body and senses cease 
for the time being, his natural form by itself does not 
seem to be what one will desire. 

2. At this point two views of one’s goal are put 
forward, which the opponent demolishes. The first 
view is that the mere removal of grief is the goal 
reached. This is objectionable. Man desires not only 
removal of grief, but also the attainment of happiness. 
The goal stated being devoid of happiness, release would 
not differ from samsdra. And vedic texts state that the 
freed jiva attains imperishable bliss. 

It is one unit of the bliss of Brahma ; and of one that 
knew the veda and was not affected by desires, i.e., of a freed 
jiva ; Attaining rasa (Brahma), this jiva becomes blissful. 

3. The second view is that one’s nature is mere per¬ 
ception, which is bliss without limit, that it was prevented 
from appearing by avidya during the life of samsdra, and 
that it emerges when the highest Light is reached. This 
also is objectionable. The nature, which is perception, 
cannot be prevented from appearing; and perception 
being of the nature of light, its being prevented from 
appearing, if it were possible, would be its annihilation. 
Further, mere perception cannot be bliss. What is bliss 
must be agreeable to one ; it must be bliss to one that 
can experience it; but mere perception without a per- 
ceiver cannot experience it. 
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4. In the view that one’s natural form is attained, 
the vedic text would become meaningless; for it has 
ever been with the freed jiva. Hence, he is united to 
a new body made for him. Then the term abhinishpad- 
yate in the original will have its primary meaning ; as 
also the term svena (his own); for the jiva will attain a 
body which will be his own. 

The final decision is stated in the sutra : 

1 * 5T^lrf I 

On reaching (the highest Light) own form appears ; 
because the term svena is used. 

The state, to which one comes on reaching the 
highest Light, is own form, that then appears. No 
new form comes into existence. This is indicated by 
the words ‘ In his own form ’ in the vedic text. If the 
freed jiva were to take on a form, that did not exist 
before, and that is newly made, the expression ‘ in his 
own form ’ would become meaningless. For even with¬ 
out this expression the freed jiva would according to the 
first view get a body, which would be his own ; for he 
would not be given a body that belonged to another. 


The view stated in para 4 of the first view, that 
one’s natural form has been ever present, and that the 
vedic text would be without meaning, is refuted in the 
next sutra. 

2. grR: qfafWH | 

The freed jiva (is referred to in the text) ; because it 
was this that it was proposed to describe. 



SUB-SEC. 1] 


FINAL DECISION 


897 


By the expression ‘ Appears in his own form ’ re¬ 
ference is made to one whose connection with karma 
has ceased, who is released from bodies brought about 
by it, and who appears in his natural form. Hence, 
though this natural form has been ever present, it was 
prevented from appearing by avidya in the form of 
karma ; and this obstruction is now removed. This is 
what is meant by the appearance of the natural form. 
How is this known. In section 7, chapter VIII of the 
chandogya the teacher proposed to give instruction as to 
the nature of the jiva, released from the waking, 
dreaming and deep sleep conditions, and released also 
from bodies made by karma and leading to pleasure and 
pain. Again and again he offered to explain this and 
concluded with the text under consideration. The 
word nishpadyate is also used in the sense of appearing 
after some obstruction or difficulty is removed (1) 
Compare with the sentence ‘ This point appears from 
argument ’. 


Next, the argument in para 1 of the first view —that 
one’s natural form is not a desirable thing, as might be 
seen in the deep sleep condition—is refuted. 


(1) Even if the terms be understood as the opponent 
does, the attainment of a new form may be explained. The 
jiva's natural form was under the influence of avidya, and 
owing to its destruction the same in a pure condition 
emerges. Another explanation is that his attribute jnana 
fully expands—a condition that did not previously exist. A 
still another explanation is that he now fully realises his 
natural form, which is a new thing ( adhi ., 523). 

113 
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3. gncura^viTci i 

The jiva (has a natural form worth striving for) ; this 
is seen from the context. 

In his natural form the jiva is known from the 
context to be the seat of qualities beginning with free¬ 
dom from karma , and ending with omnipotence. This is 
the text: 

The atma, who is free from karma, free from old age, 
death, grief, hunger and thirst, who has unchanging objects 
of desire and who has an unfrustrated will, should be sought. 

It was explained under sutra 1-3-18 that this 
context relates to the jiva and not to the highest Atma. 
This natural form was during the stages of samsara 
prevented by avidya in the form of karma from appear¬ 
ing, and when the highest Light is reached, it appears 
by the destruction of avidya. 

This is stated by bhagavtln tjaunaka : 

As by washing a precious stone from dirt, its lustre 
is not made, so the jndna of the atma is not made by the 
abandonment of karma. By digging a pond, water is not 
made; only what existed before is made to appear ; how 
can a thing appear, that does not exist ? Similarly, by the 
destruction of undesirable elements, jnUna and other 
qualities appear, but are not made ; for they are permanent 
qualities of the atma. 

Hence jnana, bliss and other qualities, that had 
contracted owing to the influence of karma , fully 
expand on reaching the highest Light, and on the 
consequent appearance of the natural form ; and it is 
not inappropriate. Hence the statement made in the 
sutra is sound. 
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Sub-section 2 


Does the freed jiva see himself as separate from the 
highest Atma or as not separate, as being His aspect ? 
The first view is that he sees himself as separate from 
Him. For vedic texts and smriti describe their being 
together, their being alike, and their possessing like 
attributes: 

He enjoys all divine qualities along with Brahma, the 
all-knowing (ana., 1-1 and 2) ; When the meditator sees 
the Purusha, shining like gold, the world-cause and the 
ruler of all, he throws off good and bad deeds, and free 
from all touch of matter, he attains the highest likeness to 
Him (munda., III-1-3) ; Resting on this wisdom, they have 
reached My likeness ; they do not become the objects of 
either creation or destruction ( bhagavad glta, XIV-2). 

The sutra states the final decision : 

4, srfTblita I 

As not separated ; because his true nature has been 
seen. 

Owing to the destruction of avidya, the freed jlva 
sees his natural form, in which the highest Atma is his 
inner ruler, and he himself is His body and an insepa¬ 
rable attribute (1). This was explained in sutra 1-4-22. 
The freed jiva. enjoys Him without separating himself 

(1) This is stated in the following texts : “ That thou 
art; This atma is Brahma-, All this is identical with that 
(Sat) ; All this is indeed Brahma ; Who stands in the atma, 
who is within the atma, whom the atma, does not know, 
whose body the atma is, who rules the atma from within, 
He, the inner ruler, is your immortal atma ; He has entered 
into men and controls them ; he is the atma of all.” 
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thus—I am Brahma. The texts referred to by the opponent 
state that while remaining an inseparable attribute of 
the highest Atma, the freed jiva's nature is similar to 
His nature; and that abandoning material vehicles, 
whether deva or human, he becomes as pure as He is. 
The text about being together refers to his enjoying 
Him, whose attribute he is, and His qualities. There is 
therefore no conflict. Because the freed jiva is an in¬ 
separable attribute of the highest Atma, the statement 
that he is not separate from Him, and the remark in 
sutra 8 infra that he can do anything by mere will do 
not conflict; nor with sutras II-1-22 and IIJ-4-8. 


Sub-section 3 

In sub-section 1 it was decided that the freed jiva, 
appears in his own form. What this is has now to be 
considered ; owing to different descriptions in the upani- 
shads on this point. The first two sutras put forward 
divergent views. The first is the view of Jaimini, 
which the sutra states : 

5. stIpt | 

(The freed jiva appears) with the qualities pertaining 
to Brahma ; this is the view of Jaimini ; because 
of the description and the rest. 

These qualities are freedom from karma, and 
the rest up to omnipotence; and they are stated as 
pertaining to Brahma in chandogya (VIII-1-5). And 
these are described as the natural qualities of a jiva also 
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in the teaching of Prajapati {Ibid,., VIII-7-1). By the 
expression ‘ and the rest ’ reference is made to certain 
actions, which flow from the possession of omnipotence, 
and which are also enumerated in section 12, verse 3, of 
the same chapter of the upanishcid. It follows from 
this that Jaimini rejects the view stated in the next 
mtra , that the freed jiva is mere perception. 

6. fafci cFSUH | 

As mere perception ; this is the view of Avdu/omi ; 
because that alone is his own form. 

The authority for this view is the text: 

As a piece of salt has no inner parts, no outer parts ; 
all its parts are salt only ; so dear, this Utma has no inner 
parts ; no outer parts ; the whole is prajnana-ghana only 
{brihad., VI-5-13) ; He is vijnava-gharm only {Ibid., IV-4-12). 

The affirmation of this by the term only {eva) shows 
that nothing else is his natural form. Hence, as he 
cannot have any attributes, the terms ‘ free from karma , 
etc.,’ indicate that the jiva is devoid of change, pleasure, 
pain and other effects of avidya. 

Bddardyaya now states his own view and closes 
the discussion : 

7. | 

Even so, there is no conflict. So Bndarnyana thinks ; 
because of the statement that the attributes first 
mentioned do exist. 

; Even so ’—assuming that the text states the jiva 
to be mere perception as pointed out by Audulomi. He 
may also be free from karma and the like stated before; for 
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the attributes, being stated by a vedic text, do exist. 
When two texts are of equal authority, it is not justifi¬ 
able to regard one as cancelling the other. Opponent. 
As the attributes conflict with the natural form, they 
should be regarded as produced by avidya. Reply. 
We ask—there being no difference in the validity of the 
texts, why should not the reverse be the case ? Hence 
we reject your view. As the particle only (eva) cannot 
be explained without regarding either text as cancelling 
the other, some other explanation must be found. By 
the expression 1 even so ’ in the sutra the author ex¬ 
presses his dissent from Audulomi's view, that his texts 
should be understood as he does. Question. What then 
is implied by the particle only {eva) ? Reply. It means 
that the whole of the jiva is self-proved, and that no 
portion of his svarupa, however small, depends upon 
anything else for its appearance. This is clear from 
the text itself. One text refers to the jiva's svarupa , 
the seat of attributes, and states it to be self-proved; 
while the other text states that he possesses certain 
attributes. There is therefore no conflict between the 
two. A piece of salt has the same taste throughout, as 
shown by taste ; but this fact does not conflict with its 
possessing a form, colour, and hardness perceived by 
other senses. In a juicy fruit like the mango there is 
difference of taste in different parts of it; but in a piece 
of salt the taste is the same throughout. Similarly, the 
jiva's svarupa is self-proved throughout. This is the 
meaning of Audulomi's texts. 
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Sub-section 4 

Regarding the freed jiva the following text des¬ 
cribes certain actions as following from his omnipotence. 

There he enjoys Him all round ; he eats ; he enjoys 
(as he pleases); he amuses himself with women, carriages 
or cousins ( chando ., VIII-12-3). 

The question for consideration is whether in reach¬ 
ing cousins the freed jiva has to make any effort other than 
willing, or whether they come to him by merely willing 
it, as they come to the highest Atma. The first view is 
that in the world those, that are reputed to possess an 
unfrustrated will like kings, are yet seen to make some 
further effort; and that the freed jiva is like them ? The 
siitra states the final decision : 

8. #R*qfccT t 

By mere will; because this is stated. 

This is stated thus : 

If he desires to see those that were his fathers (in 
previous births), by his will alone the fathers come up 
{chando., VTII-2-1). 

And there is no text that states that some other 
effort on his part is needed. If it did exist, it might be 
necessary to understand the particle alone (era) in the 
expression ‘ by his will alone,’ as it was understood in 
the expression ‘ vijnana-ghana only ’. But there is 
nothing to obstruct his will (1). 

(1) It cannot be karma, as in the jiva's bound condi¬ 
tion ; for he has no more karma. It cannot be the highest 
Atm a ; for it is only what He desires that will be attempted 
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9. 3ici ^TJRUfaqfo: I 

And for this very reason he is not subject to any 
ruler. 

‘ For this very reason ’—because he is capable of 
doing what he decides on. The freed jiva was subject 
to control, when he was bound, by having to obey 
commands and prohibitions of the veda ; and in that 
condition exercise of his will except in accordance with 
those commands and prohibitions was liable to be 
opposed at every turn. Hence, the text, that teaches 
that he can now do what he pleases, states that he is 
freed from this limitation. Hence it is stated ‘ He 
becomes his own master ’ ( chando ., VII-25-2). This 
affirms his freedom only in regard to others than the 
highest Atmd ; but subjection to Him remains unaffected 
( adhi ., 533). 


Sub-section 5 

The next question regarding the freed jiva is whe¬ 
ther he has a body and senses, or whether he is without 
them, or whether their possession or non-possession 
depends upon his will. One view is stated in the 
next sutra : 

10. 3Wgf 1 

Non-possession (of body and senses). This is Badari's 
opinion ; for so states the veda. 
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The text is: 

One, that is in a body, is caught by welcome and 
unwelcome things ; from one in a body welcome and un¬ 
welcome things do not depart; and one that is without a 
body they do not touch (chando., VIII-12-l). 

Stating thus that so long as one is connected with 
a body, it is impossible for him to avoid pain, the text 
adds “ This jiva rises from this body, reaches the highest 
Light, and appears in his own form ” (Ibid., VIII-12-2). 
Thus the veda states that the freed jiva is without 
a body. 


The opposite view is stated in the next sfdra : 

11. BIT TfofdfevqiWTTT I 

Jaimini thinks that he possesses them ; because the 
veda declares manifoldness. 

The text is; 

He appears as one; appears as three; as five; 
as seven (chundo., VII-26-2). 

As the jiva is one and indivisible, he cannot appear 
as many. This must therefore happen through the 
possession of bodies. The text as to his being without 
a body refers to the absence of a body brought about by 
karma ; for that alone leads to pleasure and pain. 


Badarayana now states his own view, and closes 
the discussion on this point: 

114 
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12. ^iqoftsci: | 

In both ways in the opinions of Budarayana \ for 
the same reason; as in the case of the twelve- 
days’ kratu. 

The expression ‘ for the same reason ’ refers to ‘ by 
mere will ’. 

The freed jiva is without a body, and with 
a body also. On this view both the texts will be 
reconciled ; for the reason is that he has an unfrustrated 
will. In regard to the twelve-days’ kratu , here are two 
texts “ Those that desire prosperity should do the 
twelve-days’ kratu ” and “ If one desires offspring, he 
should be made to perform the twelve-days’ kratu ”. 
Here the two injunctions point to difference of resolve, 
according to which the same kratu belongs to the class 
of satra or of ahlna (1), as the case may be. 


The next question is whether when he has a body 
and senses, they are made only by himself. The next 
two sutras reply: 

13. cFcpift RFSqq^qqq: | 

(Because enjoyment is possible) in the absence of a 
body made by himself, as in the dream state. 

(1) In a satra kratu the soma offerings are made on 
twelve days or more ; in an ahlna on days from two to 
twelve. In the former the yajamanas are many, the number 
ranging from seventeen to twenty-four , in the latter there 
is but one yajamUna. 
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In this case, i.e., when he has no body and senses 
made by himself, it is possible for him to obtain enjoy¬ 
ment with things made by the highest Atmd ; though 
omnipotent, he does not make them. As the bound jiva 
enjoys pleasure or pain in the dream state with things 
made for him by the highest Atma (see sub-section III- 
2-1), so the freedom utilises what things are made by 
Him and obtains enjoyment. 

14. nftsnqsfU 

As enjoyment is possible in the existence (of a body), 
as in the waking condition. 

Sometimes he makes bodies, senses and other means 
of enjoyment for himself. In this case he obtains 
enjoyment with them, as the bound jiva in the waking 
condition does. The highest Atmd makes for Himself 
fathers like Dasaratha and Vasudeva , acts like a mortal 
and obtains amusement. Similarly, and for the same 
purpose, He sometimes makes fathers for the freed jivas. 
Sometimes they themselves, being omnipotent, make 
fathers for themselves ; who continue to be part of the 
instruments of amusement of the highest Atma. 


Question. How can a jiva , who is of the size of 
an atom, regard many bodies as his own. The next 
sutra explains: 

15. q#q^lif5T*rF*JT ft I 

He enters them like a lamp; for so does the 
veda show. 
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As a single lamp remaining in one place pervades 
other places with its light, so the jiva remaining in one 
body may pervade all other bodies with his attribute 
j?iana. Even in the same body the bound jiva remains 
in one place, viz., the heart; but with his attribute 
jndna he pervades the whole body and regards every 
part of it as his own. There is this difference. The 
bound jiva'8 attribute being limited by karma , he cannot 
pervade other bodies in such a manner as to regard 
them as his own ; but when he is freed, there being no 
such limitation, he may at pleasure enter into all 
bodies so as to perceive them as his own, and such 
entrance is not inappropriate. For, this is stated : 

If a hundredth part of the end of a hair be divided 
into hundred parts, the jiva should be known as one such 
part; yet he is capable of infinity (sveta., V-9). 

Karma determines in regard to the bound jiva ; 
only his own will in the case of the freed one (1). 

(1) The text quoted raises a doubt: The reference to 
capable of infinity ’ shows that when the jiva is freed, he 
becomes omnipresent also ; he may therefore control every 
body that he may take up. This view is supported by the 
fact that when a jiva withdraws from a branch of a tree, 
that branch withers. This view is erroneous. It is the 
view held by the jaina, as pointed out and refuted in 
chapter II, section 2, sub-section 6. Further, an explanation 
is available in the example of Sanbhuri, who took up as many 
bodies, as he had wives. This explanation being available, 
why should the theory of expansion at the moment be 
assumed ? The withering of the branch may be explained 
by the withdrawal of the jiva's notion that the branch was 
his own. This is seen in the case of a piece of land, which 
one takes or abandons at will ; but he does not himself 
extend to it ( adhi ., 538 and 539). 
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Objection. It is stated that one that has reached 
the highest Atma loses all knowledge of what is within 
or without. Here is the text: 

This jiva embraced by the all-knowing Atma , does 
not know what is outside, does not know what is inside 
(, brihad ., VI-3-21). 

How can it be said that tho freed jiva is all-know¬ 
ing. The last sutra replies : 

16. f| 1 

It has reference to one of the two—deep sleep or 
death. For this is explained in the context itself. 

This text does not refer to the freed jiva. It states 
what happens in deep sleep or death. In both of them 
the jiva goes to the highest Atma , and falls into un¬ 
consciousness. That this result follows in these cases 
and that the freed jiva becomes all-knowing is explained 
by the veda itself. Regarding deep sleep it states: 

He does not then know himself thus.—‘ 1 am this ’— 
nor these beings. He has surely reached annihilation. I 
do not see anything to like in this ( chilndo., VIII-11-3). 

In the same context referring to the freed jiva it states : 

He sees with this divine eye — viz., the mind—those 
divine qualities that are in the />ra/tm«-world and rejoices 
( cliando ., VIII-12-5). 

Compare with the following also : 

The seer sees everything; he attains everything 
everywhere { chando VII-26-2), 

which is. clearer still. In regard to loss of consciousness 
in death it is stated “ When they (these elements) 
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dissolve, he perishes with them ” ( bfihad IV-4-12). 
The term ‘ perishes ’ ( vinasyati ) means ‘ does not see ’. 


Sub-section 6 

The last question for consideration regarding the 
freed jiva is whether among his attainments should be 
included the activities concerned with the evolution and 
dissolution of the universe and with the control of 
everything, which have been understood as relating to 
the highest Atmd alone. The first view is that they are 
included. For it is stated “ Free from all touch of 
matter, he attains the highest likeness to Him ” ( munda ., 
III-1-3). He is also said to have an unfrustrated will; 
and these will not be appropriate, unless the freed jiva 
has also the control of the world, that is the peculiar 
function of the all-Controller. Hence he has a share 
in such control. The final decision is stated in the sutra : 

17. vOTBOTTOOT 1 

Without the world-activities ; this is seen from the 
context, and from absence of reference to him. 

By the ‘ world-activities ’ reference is made to the 
control of the coming into existence as objects, of the 
continued existence and of the movements of all intelli¬ 
gent beings and non-intelligent objects. They do not 
accrue to the freed jiva ; but he enjoys the highest Alma 
without any limitation. The world—activities have been 
stated as pertaining to Him. See bhriguvalli, which 
enumerates them as constituting a definition of Brahma. 
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If He had to share them with freed jivas, it would cease 
to be a definition. For, a defining mark is found only 
in that which is defined. See also the texts quoted at 
the foot of the page(l). In the antarydmi brahmana the 
control of the whole world is described as connected with 
the highest Atma only. Nor is there any mention made 
of the freed jiva in these places. 


The next sutra states an objection, and then 
refutes it. 

18 . s^q^rafci | 

If it be contended “ No ; because the veda states it” ; 
the reply is “ No; because reference is made to 
enjoyments in the worlds of officers in the economy 
of nature ”. 

The opponent refers to the following texts : 

He becomes his own master; the capacity to wander 
at will in all the worlds comes to him ( chUndo ., VII-25-2); 


(1) Before creation, my dear, this was Sat only ; one 
only ; without a second. He willed ‘ I will become many, 
and to that end I will evolve ’. He created fire ( chundo ., 
VI-2-1 to 3); Before creation this was Brahma ; one only. 
Being single, He had no greatness. He created superior bodies 
knows as kshatra, excelling everything, i.e., those that are 
kshattriyas among dec aft, Jndra, Varuna, Soma , Budra, 
Parjanya, Yama, Mrityu, Tsana ( hrihad ., III-4-11); Before 
creation this was Atma ; one only; nothing else existed. 
He willed ‘ I will create the worlds ’ ; He created these 
worlds (aitareya., 1-1); Nnrayana alone was ; brahma was 
not; Tsana was not; these—heaven and earth—were not; no 
stars, no water, no fire, no moon, no sun. Being single, He 
found no pleasure. He meditated, and from Him came forth 
a girl, and the ten senses ( mahapanishad ). 
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Taking any form that is liked he wanders in these worlds 
enjoying whatever enjoyment occurs to the mind 
(bhrigu ., 10-5), 

and observes that they clearly teach world-activities as 
pertaining to the freed jiva. The sfitra replies: No ; for, 
these texts teach that when the jiva is freed, and his 
jnana is no longer obstructed by karma , he enjoys accord¬ 
ing to his pleasure the worlds, that are subject to change 
and are under the control of the four-faced one, and 
other officers in the economy of nature, and that he 
obtains enjoyment. They do not refer to world-activities. 


Objection again. If like the bound jiva even the 
freed one needs the enjoyments to be found in the worlds 
of change, then his enjoyment, like that of the other, is 
petty and perishable. To this the next sutra replies: 

19. ^ rPIT f| 1 

And what is not subject to change ; for the veda so 
teaches his being. 

The freed jiva enjoys the highest Atma, who is not 
touched by any form of change, who is free from all 
imperfections, and who is the seat of all good qualities 
and of bliss without limit. This enjoyment extends to 
all the things controlled by Him and to all His good 
qualities. As included in this, t.e., the things controlled 
by Him, the worlds of change become objects of enjoy¬ 
ment to him. That the freed jiva enjoys the highest 
Atma as thus described is stated : 
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When in order to attain freedom from fear, he dwells 
steadily with his mind on this (the highest Atma) unseen, 
unembodied, unnamed and unsupported, he will attain 
freedom from fear (unci., 7-2) ; He is bliss : for on 
reaching bliss, one becomes blissful (Ibid., 7-1); 

The universe, which is controlled by Him, remains 
in Him alone: 

All the worlds rest on Him ; no one excels Him 
(kntha, II-5-8). 

Hence the freed jiva, enjoying Brahma along with 
what He controls, enjoys also what is to be found in 
the worlds of change in charge of His officers. And no 
reference is made in the texts to world-activities. 

20. tmiguffi i 

The veda and smritis show this. 

‘ This ’—that the world-activities pertain only to 
the highest Atma. 

From fear of Him the wind blows ; from fear the sun 
rises ; from fear of Him lire and Indra (go about their busi¬ 
ness) ; death, the fifth, runs about (Una., VIII-1) ; By the 
unobstructed command of that AWshara, Gargi, the sun and 
the moon stand supported (brthad, V-8-8) ; He is the ruler of 
all ; He is the lord of beings ; He is the protector of beings ; 
He is the protective bund, that keeps these worlds from 
being confounded (Ibid., VI-4-22). With Me to direct, 
prakriti sends forth from itself the world with the moving 
and unmoving things. From this cause the world goes 
round (bhagavad gltti, IX-10) ; I remain holding all this 
world with a fragment of My power (Ibid, X-42). 

2. The freed jiva, even though he becomes omni¬ 
potent, gets his bliss as a gift from the highest Atma. 

He alone causes bliss (i.na., 7-1). By adoring Me 
with unswerving bhakti-yoga one surmounts these guyas, 
and becomes fit to be brahma. For I am the principal 

115 
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cause of one’s becoming brahma , immortal and imperishable, 
of the attainment of never-ending power and of the bliss 
reached with single-minded devotion (bhagavad gltu , XIV-26 
and 27). 

3. The qualities beginning with freedom from 
karma and ending with omnipotence no doubt belong to 
the jiva by nature ; and they appear, when the obstruc¬ 
tion that prevented them from appearing, goes ; never¬ 
theless the fact that they do so depends on the highest 
Atma ; as also his eternal existence. That the jiva 
should be eternal is His eternal wish. There is therefore 
no conflict between their being bestowed by the highest 
Atmd and their being eternal. Similarly the means of 
His enjoyment in the worlds of change as well as in the 
worlds not subject to change, is eternal, as one may 
learn from the veda ; because such is His eternal wish. 
Hence the freed jiva'. s- omnipotence and likeness to the 
highest Atma do not extend to the world-activities. 


The next siitra explains the scope of the utmost 
likeness reached by the freed jiva. 

21. I 

And because of the mark indicating likeness in 
enjoyment only. 

The mark is the statement made in the text: 

He enjoys all good qualities with Brahma, the all¬ 
knowing (ana., 1-2). 

The likeness of the freed jiva to the highest Atma 
is stated in general terms ; and here is a particular case 
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of likeness in the matter of enjoyment. Hence, the 
general statement should be limited to the particular 
case, following the rule explained in note (1) on page 51. 
The freed jiva's likeness to the highest Atma and the 
possession of an unfrustrated will should be explained so 
as to fit in with the control of the world, that pertains 
to Him alone. 


Question. If the attainments of the freed jiva are 
the gifts of the highest Atma, will He send him back ; 
for He is His own master, and may will the jiva's return. 
The last sutra replies : 

22. I 

There is no return ; it being so stated. 

The veda shows that the highest Atma exists, who is 
an enemy to all imperfections, and the one seat for all 
good qualities, who is the cause of the evolution, suste¬ 
nance and dissolution of the world, who stands apart 
from all, who is all-knowing, who has an unfailing will, 
who is full of love for those that come to Him, who is 
full of mercy, who is without an equal or superior, and 
who is known as the highest Brahma. The same authority 
states also that He is pleased with the worship of Him¬ 
self in the form of meditation ; that He removes the 
meditator’s avidya in the form of karmas done in the 
beginningless past, endless, and incapable of being got 
rid of; that He gives him bliss without limit in the 
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form of enjoyment of Himself; and that He will not 
make him return. The text is: 

Thus passing ail his life, he attains Bm/rma-world, 
and does not return (chundo., VIII-l5-1). 

This is also stated by Bhagavdn Himself : 

Those great minds after reaching Me do not come 
again to birth, and take up a body that is perishable and 
full of misery. For they have reached the highest goal. 
The worlds, including the abode of Brahma are perishable ; 
and one that goes to them must return to rebirth. But for 
one that comes to Me, there is no re-birth ( bhagarad qlta, 
VIII-15 and 16). 

2. And there is no room to suspect that the freed 
jiva will ever return. First, he will not himself desire 
it ; for his bondage to karma has been broken ; his 
attribute jndna has fully expanded ; his nature is to enjoy 
the highest Atma alone ; that alone is dear to him ; and 
he is enjoying Brahma who is bliss without limit. How 
can he desire anything else, and make efforts to procure 
it? Next, the highest Atma, will never send him back, 
after having taken immense trouble to get him to 
Himself; for the jiva is immeasurably dear to Him. This 
is stated by Himself: 

To the Jynani (one that loves Me for Myself) I am 
immeasurably dear ; and he is immeasurably dear to Me. 
All these are liberal indeed ; but the jniini is in reality My 
atma ; that is My opinion ; for he regards Me only as the 
highest goal; and his mind wishes to enter upon My yoga. 
One becomes a jnarti at the end of many lives (of good deeds), 
and then comes to Me, with the thought that Vasudeva is 
everything to him. A great mind of this description is very 
rare (bhagavad g'itU, VIII-17, 18 and 19). 
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And there is no one that can oppose Him, wh 
he wishes to keep the jiva ; for His will is ne\ 
frustrated. 

The repetition of the sutra is to show that the wo 
has been completed. All is well. 


HTsqERTUS TO I 





GLOSSARY 


OF SANSKRIT WORDS USED IN THIS WORK 


Abhuva. Non-existence (page 481, note 1 and page 523.) 

Abhivyakti. Manifestation (page 468). 

Adrishta. The capacity generated in a person that does a 
yUga (page 111, para 2, See also page 517). 

Adhikaraya. Sub-section, containing the sutra or sUtras 
dealing with one topic (page 32). 

Adhvaryu. One of the helpers in a yaga. He does all the 
manual work, including the preparation of the 
materials, the handling of the instruments, and the 
making of the offerings (page 3, note). 

Adhyayana. Learning the text of the reda (page 67). 

AdhyUhUrn. The addition of a new word (a word not 
appearing in the previous sentence) to complete the 
sentence (page 15, para 1). 

Adhyasa. The perception by an intelligent person of the 
attribute of one object in a different object (page 514). 

Agnihotra. The name for the daily offerings made by a 
house-holder at about sunrise and sunset (page 442). 

Agnishtoma. The name of a soma yaga (page 442). 
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Ahamkura. A product of matter formed from the product 
known as mahot (page 435). 

Aihika. Fruits to be enjoyed here and now (page 2, para 3). 

Akshara. A product formed from matter in the subtlest 
condition known as tamas (page 435, note 1). 

Amm. Part of a whole ; one element in an aggregate of 
several elements (page 604, para 2). 

Align and Angi. What renders a service to another is 
anga ; that which receives the service is angi. They 
are also known as sesha and seshi (page 16, para 18). 

Ann. An atom (page 588). 

Anushanga. The addition of a word appearing in a previ- 
ous sentence to complete the sentence (page 15, para 17). 

Anuchuna. One that has learnt the whole of a branch of the 
veda and the six angas (page 67, note 2). 

Anyathu siddha. What may be explained otherwise (page 
604, para 3). 

Apacchedn. The break, which may occur in the proces¬ 
sion in a soma yaya of the yajamana and five of his 
helpers starting from the havirdhuna to the north-east 
corner of the sacrificial grounds (page 26). 

ApUrpa. This is the name given to adrishta by the 
mlmdmsaka. See under that term (page 13, para 14). 

Arthavada. Texts of the veda, that praise the karmas pres¬ 
cribed by injunction-texts (page 3, note). 

Atharvan. A portion of the veda (page 3, note). 

Atidesa. The application of the ritual of pralcriti yagas to 
those known as vikriti yagas (page 26, para 31). 

AvidyZi. In the view of Sankara a positive substance that 
prevents Brahma from appearing as He is. 

Avyakta. A product formed from matter in the condition 
known as akshara (page 435, note 1). 
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AvyUkrita. Matter, which in the subtlest condition is with¬ 
out diverse names and forms (page 582). 

Achamana. Sipping water thrice with mantras —a cere¬ 
mony that is a preliminary to all karmas enjoined in 
the veda and smritis. 

Achara. The practice of great rishis , who knew the veda 
fully (page 11, para 10). 

AdhUna. The establishing of the three fires by a house¬ 
holder, which are prescribed by the veda (page 24, 
para 29-l). 

Ahaoanlya. One of the three fires maintained by a house¬ 
holder under vedic injunction (page 21). 

Akriti. The form that is common to all the members of 
a class (page 12, para 12). 

Akshepa. The reasoning on which the meaning of a word 
like ‘ go ’ is extended to an animal possessing the akriti 
(page 12, para 12). 

Amushmika. Fruits to be enjoyed there, in svarga 

(page 2). 

Ananda. Bliss. 

Asrama. A stage of life, as the stage of the student, of 
the house-holder, of the foTest-dweller or of the 
mendicant (page 76). 

Brahmavidya. Continuous, vivid, loving meditation on 
Brahma. 

BrUhmana. (1) The portion of the veda , consisting of 
commands and prohibitions (page, 3, note). 

(2) One that has learnt a little of the veda 
(page 67, note 2). 

Bhdvana. The common element in all finite verbs ; it 
consists of an action, that serves to bring about what 

is desired (page 12, para 13). 

116 



922 SRI BHASHYAM 

Bhavya. What is produced by the bhavana (page 12, 
para 13). 

Bhoga. Experiencing—either enjoyment of pleasure or 
suffering of pain (page 455, para 3). 

Bhruna. One that has learnt the whole of the veda, its 
six an gas and the kalpa Sutras, and teaches the last 
to others (page 67, note 2). 

Brahma. A thing which has the attribute of being im¬ 
measurably great in its substance, and in its attributes. 
The Being who answers this description is Puru- 
shottama, the ruler of all (page 60, para 2). 

Brahmacharya. Leading a student’s life (page 796). It 
also means abstention from sexual intercourse. 

Chamasa. A four-sided wooden basin with a handle (page 
21, para 25). 

Chit. Light: A thing that shows itself or other things, and 
makes them fit to be spoken about (page 107, para 6). 

Darsa. The name for three offerings made on the first 
day after the new moon (page 15, para 16). 

Devata. A being superior to man, who receives the offerings 
made by him, and gives what he desires. 

Devayana. The path by which (he freed jioas journey to 
the highest heaven. 

Dharma. Karma prescribed in the veda as the means to a 
fruit—like yagas, gifts, meditation (page 690). 

Garhapatya. One of the three fires maintained by a house¬ 
holder (page 18, para 20). 

Graha. A wooden vessel, in which the juice of the soma 
creeper is received and offered to various devatas (page 
19, para 22). 

Guna. A quality. When the term is used in the plural, 
it often denotes the qualities satva, rajas, and tamas. 
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Hetu. A thing, by connection with which another thing is 
known in an inference (page 109, note 1). 

Hota. One of the helpers in a yaga,, whose functions is to 
recite verses of the veda, when offerings are made 
(page 4, note). 

Itikartavyata. Offerings, that help the principal offerings in 
yielding their fruits (page 12, para 13). 

Israra. One that controls. As this feature is found in 
the highest degree in the highest Atrna, it denotes Him 
(page 313, para 4). 

Jarjia. What does not show itself or other things, and 
make them fit to be spoken about (page 107, para 6). 

Japa. Repetition of mantras and thinking of their mean¬ 
ing as they are recited (page 819). 

Jati. The peculiar feature of a species (page 172, para 7). 

Jiva. An intelligent being, who is the ‘ I ’ in every person. 

Jlvaghana■ A bound jiva (page 318). 

Jivan-mukta. One that is released from bondage, while he 
remains in a body (page 8Gb). 

JnUna. A thing that shows itself or other things, and 
makes them fit to be spoken about. Both the jiva and 
his attribute possess this character, the jiva showing 
himself, and his attribute showing other things (page 
591, note 1). 

Juhu. An instrument for making offerings to deuatas. 

Kamya. A karma, that is done as the means to some fruit 
(page 75, note 1). 

Kapala. Small, flat, circular pieces made of earth and 
burnt (page 773). 

Karana. The principal offerings, that yield the fruit through 
an apurva (page 12, para 13). It is known as uishaya, 
when it particularises an apurva (page 129, note 2). 
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Karma. Good and bad deeds done by a jiva. 

Kdraka. The object of an action, the means with which it 
is done, or the place in which it takes place (page 86 
para 2). 

Ktirya. Something to be attained by kriti (mental effort). 
It is a yaga ; but in the opinion of PrabhaJcara it is the 
apUrva created by the yaga (page 85, para 1). 

Kriti. Mental effort in the form of willing (page 92, para 5). 

Kratu. A karma, in which many offerings are made to 
many devatUs, like a soma yaga (page 759, note 1). 

Lakshayu. The extension of the meaning of a word to 
something connected with it (page 12, para 12). 

Linga. The capacity of a word to denote something (page 
16, para 18—ii). 

Mahat. A product formed from matter in the condition of 
aoyakta (page 435, note 1). 

Mantra. Texts of the veda, recited when a karma prescribed 
in the veda is performed (page 3, note). 

Mlmamsaka. One that has commented on Jaimini's siitras 
(page 4, paras 5). 

Mlmamsu. The examination of the teaching of the veda as 
a whole (page 4). 

Mrityu. Matter known as tama.s ; it is so called, as it is the 
means of the contraction of the jnarta of all jivas, and 
as this is an unwelcome thing (page 436, note 2). 

Moksha. Release from bondage to matter (page 53, note 2). 

Naimittika. A karma , that is to be done on the occurrence 
of a contingency ( nimitta) (page 75, note 1). 

Nimitta. A contingency, on the occurrence of which an 
action should be done (page 130, note 1). 

Nir-visesha. An object that alone exists, and that is there¬ 
fore without differences (page 106> note 2). 
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lis-sreyasa. The highest good-—a superior kind of fruit, 
that will endure for ever (page 2). 

Jitya. A karma that is compulsory (page 75, note 1). 

3 aryudasa . Exclusion of a thing from something, that 
is mentioned, by connecting the particle na with a 
word in the sentence other than the verb (page 30, 
para 36). 

Pam. A four-footed animal, that is offered to a devoid 
(page 182, note 1). 

Pitriyunu. The path by which men of meritorious deeds go 
to the inoon. 

Pradhana. The cause, from which the universe evolves, 
which according to the sankya consists of the three 
substances satva, rajas , and tamas in equipoise (page 
506, para 3). 

PurodUsa. A ball of fried rice flour to be offered to a devata 
(page 27, para 31—iii). 

Purushdrtha. A fruit sought by an intelligent person 
(page 2). 

Purnamasa. The name for three offerings made on the first 
day after the full moon (page 15, 16). 

Purva-paksha. The first or superficial view put forward on 
a subject (page 32). 

Prakaraga. Two or more sentences connected by mutual 
need, which makes them a context (page 16, para 
15—IV). 

PrakU.ru. The aspect, in which an object appears (page 
179, note 2). 

Pmkvjti. A yaga for which the ritual is explained in the 
veda in full detail, and from which the ritual for vikriti 
yagas is adopted (page 26, para 31). 

Pralaya. Complete cosmic rest (page 431, note 2). 
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Pramana. An authority on which statements are accepted, 
or injunctions are obeyed (page 10, para 10). 

Prasanga. The receipt of service rendered to principal 
offerings by an offering of minor importance, that is 
connected with them (page 30, para 38). 

Pratishedha. Prohibition conveyed by connecting the 
particle na with the verb in a sentence (page 30, 
para 36). 

Pratika. Part of a thing ; meditation on pratika is medita¬ 
tion on what is not Brahma (page 891). 

Prarahdha. Karma that has begun to yield fruit (page 46, 
para 54). 

Ru<}hi. Conveying the meaning of words established by 
usage (page 11, para 11). 

Rik. A portion of the veda (page 3, note). 

Rishi. (1) A seer. (2) One that has learnt the whole of 
the ceda, its six angas and kafpa (page 4, note 4). 

JRitu. A group of two months (page 436, note 1). 

Ritvik. A helper in a yaga (page 3, note). 

Sastra. A number of verses from the rik reda recited by 
the hotil before certain offerings of the soma juice are 
made (page 728, note 1). 

Sakha. A branch of the veda (page 769, note 1). 

Sesha and Seshi. See under Anga. 

Sruti. The sound of a word (page 16, para 18—1). 

Srotriya. One that has learnt the whole of a branch of the 
veda (page 67, note 2). 

Samashti evolution. Evolution of the great elements and 
of the jiva’s instruments- the senses and the mind 
(page 627). 

jivas. Jivas without name and form in the condition of 
cosmic rest, as opposed to vyasti jivas, which they 
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subsequently became by assuming names and forms 
(page 317, note 1). 

3 nmnvaya . The relation of the whole to its parts, of a 
substance to its attributes or actions, of an individual 
of a class to the generic character (page 523). 

Samavuyi cause. That of which a thing is made (page 
479, para 3). 

Samnkhya. The meaning of words by yoga or derivation 
(page 17, para 18— vi). 

Saw tsar a. Cycle of births and deaths (page 56). 

SamskHra. Giving of a fitness for some work (page 66, 
para 6). 

Savisesha. A thing that exists along with another thing, or 
has an attributive, and that is therefore with difference 
(page 106, note 2). 

Sildhya.. What is to be proved in an inference (page 109, 
note 1). 

Saman. A portion of the ceda (page 3, note). 

Siddhdvta. The final decision in a topic under discussion 
(page 32). 

Smriti. A work written by a great rishi, who knew the 
veda fully (page 17). 

Stotra. Certain mantras in verse, that are sung by the 
udgatU and his two assistants before certain offerings 
of the soma juice are made (page 728, note l). 

Sthana. Two places in the veda connected by mutual need. 

Sutra. A short, condensed, yet clear statement in prose 
(page 4). 

Svara • The variation in tone in the recitation of vedic 
texts (page 769, note 2). 

Svo.riipa. The substance of a thing, which is the seat of 

attributes. 



928 


SRI BHASHYAM 


Svarga. A place of unalloyed enjoyment. 

Svadhyaya- The text of the veda (page 64). 

Taman. Matter in the subtlest condition (page 435). 

Tanmatra. An intermediate stage, through which one 
great element passes before it becomes the next element 
(page 434, note 1). 

Tantra. The serving of several principal offerings by doing 
an anga once only (page 30, para 37). 

Taya. s'. Diminution of sense enjoyment. 

Tarka. A help to a source of knowledge ; it determines 
that it shows a particular thing by discussing either its 
nature, or the materials from which that thing is known 
(page 448, note). 

Tatva. A substance, like the twenty-five tatvas of the 
sankhya, or like the three tatvas , matter, jivas and 
1 soar a. 

Uddesya. The subject in regard to which an injunction is 
given (page 19, para 22). 

UdgatU. A helper in a tjugu, whose function it is to sing 
vedic mantras before certain offerings are made (page 4, 
note). 

Udgltha. The second part out of five iparts, into which 
every snman is divided. 

Upanishad. The later portion of the veda (page 1). 

Upildhi. (1) A condition that must co-operate with the 
hetu in producing an effect, when it is present in the 
examples, but is absent from the subject under con¬ 
sideration (page 110, note). 

(2) Matter in an atonic form contacting Brahma 
and bringing about the jiva condition (page 477). 

Varya. Caste, as the caste of hrahmana, kshattriya, vaisya, 
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Vasanti. Tendency created in a person by thinking or by 
doing an action. 

Veda. A book not made by anyone, and regarded as the 
highest authority among the Hindus (page 1, para 2). 

VidyU. Continuous, vivid meditation. 

Vikalpa. Option to do only one thing out of two or more 
things enjoined (page 30, para 36). 

Vikriti. A yaga, for which the ritual has to be adopted 
from a prakriti yaga (page 26, para 31). 

Viseshana, Viseshya. A word, that connotes an attribute, 
and through it separates an object that has the attri¬ 
bute from other objects. The object separated is 
viseshya (page 102, note 1). t . 

Vishaya. See under karana. 

Vyashti Evolution. Evolution of products with diverse 
names and forms (page 627). 

Yajamuna. One that does a yUga (page 15). 

Y a jus. A portion of the veda (page 3, note). 

Yaga. An offering made to a deoatu. 

Yoga. (1) Denoting the meaning of a word by its etymology 
(page 11, para 11). 

(2) Meditation. 

Yupa. A post for tying a goat, that is to be offered to a 
devata (page 20, para 23). 




